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To the Homorable the House of Representatives :—
I herewith transmit for the information of the General Court,

the Report concerning the Indians domiciled in this Common-
wealth, made by the Commissioner appointed in accordance

"with the provisions of chapter 266 of the Acts of the year

1859.

JOHN A. ANDREW.



Commonwealth of Mlassachusetts,

I Senare, March 15, 1861,

The Committee on Claims, to whom was committed the
Report of John Milton Earle, Commissioner under the Act of
April 6, 1859, concerning the Indians of the Commonwealth,
have considered the same, and recommend that the same be
printed.

EDWIN WALDEN, Chairman,

SENATE, March 16, 1861,

Accepted.
Sent down for concurrence.

8. N. Girrorp, Clerk.

Hovse or RerresenTaTrves, March 16, 1861.

Accopted, in concurrence,

WiLLiaM Srowe, Clerk.

Tommonwealth of Mlassachusetts.

To His Exeellency, Joun A. ANDREW !

The undersigned, Commissioner under the Act of April 6,
18549, concerning the Indians of this Commonwealth, having
attended to the duties of his appointment, presents in con-
formity with the provisions of that Act, the following

REPORT.

By the provisions of the Act, under which he reccived his
appointment, the Commissioner is required * to examine into
the condition of all Indians and the deseendants of Indians
domiciled in this Commonwealth, and make report to the
governor, for the informution of the general court, on the
following matters, namely : '

%1. The number of all such persons, their place of abode,
their distribution, whether by tribes or otherwise, classifying
them by age and sex, and distinguishing between the married
and single; and also the number of persons reputed Indiams,
who are of mixed or other race.

“ 2. The social and political condition of all such persoms,
including their municipal, religions, and educational organi-
gation, and their relation, individual and municipal, to the
counties, towna, or districts in which they dwell.

3. The economical state of all such persons, including the
gpecification of all property of theirs in lands, and whether the
game is held in severalty or in common, and whether now
in their own possession, or unlawfully possessed and occupied
by others, and, in the latter case, by what color of alleged



] INDIANS OF MASSACHUSETTS. [March,

title; and also what proportion of such persons are paupers,
dependent on the towns in which they dwell, or on the State.

“4. All sueh facts in the personal or social condition of the
Indiaus of the Commonwealth, as may enable the general
court to judge whether they can, compatibly with their own
good and that of the ofher inbabitants of the State, be placed
immediately and completely, or only gradually and partially,
on the same legal footing as the other inhabitants of the
Commonwealth.”

Immediately on my appointment, I entered upon the duties
thereof. 1 soon found that I had entered on a wide field of
research, with much ground to traverse and little to gather, and
that little so scatlered and hidden in the mass of other matter,
everywhere surrounding it, as to make the pursuit = maiter
of much labor, with comparatively insignificant returns. Yet
these returns were necessary, and must be had, at whatever
sacrifice of time and laber. Had the inquiries been eonfined
to the Indians and descendants of Indians who are residents of
the reservations, who compose somewhat distinet communities,
and who are considered the special wards of the State, the
labor would have been comparatively trifling; but even to
obtain fully and accurately the facts and statistics in relation to
these, is no small work., Situate as most of them are, near the
seaboard, in the immediate vicinity of our fishing and com-
mercial ports, the femptations to a race naturally inclined to a
roving and unsettled life, are too great to be resisted, and
nearly all of the males, first or last, engage in seafaring as an
occupation. Thus, the men are drawn away from home, and
are often absent for years at & time, frequently without their
friends knowing where they are. The women, left behind,
seck employment wherever it can be had, usually in the
meighboring towns and cities. It was found, that, in New
Bedford, alone, there were about one hundred and fifty persons
of dhe Indian race, drawn from various tribes, exclusive of the
very .considerable numbers at sea in New Bedford ships, whose
residence is elsewhere. Few of these consider themselves
permanently loeated there, but generally, are looking forward
to the time, more or less remote, when they shall return te
the plaess of their nativity, finally to mingle their dust with
ghat of sbeir fathers. After thus leaving home, they frequantly
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remove from place to place, keeping up no correspondenes or
communication with those they have left; till at last their
place of residence ceases to be known to their friends, and
all trace of them is lost. Several sueh cases have occurred, in
some of which, after much correspondence and inquiry, the
parties bave been found, while in others all investigation has
been fruitless. The difficulty of trecing them is much
increased by their humble social position and obscure station
in life, known only to a few directly about them, and those
mostly persons whose position in the community is similar to
their own.

An incident that occurred during the progress of my
inquiries will illustrate the facility with which they lose the
knowledge of each other’s residence and the comseguent
difficulty of procuring the desired statistical information. At
ons of the public hearings, a claim was euntered for a tract of
land in an adjoining town, of which the complainant alleged
that he was the heir by collateral descent, there being no heir
by direct descent surviving, and that the land was unlawfully
possessed and occupied by another. The original Indian title
to the property was found to be good, but, on investigation, it
was ascertained that there were numerous heirs by direct
descent living, and that two of them had resided during their
whole lives within three or four miles of the property, and, at
that time and for years preceding, had dwelt within six miles
of the complainant, yet without either he or they having any
knowledge of sach other. This appears the more singular, as
the complainant had been pursuing the matter for years, with-
out any suspicion of the existence of other heirs, till he was
informed of it by the Commissioner.

In another case, 8 woman 45 years of age, s widow, on being
quesiioned as to her family, replied that she had pone living.
She had had, as she said, one daughter, born when she was in
her fifteenth year. Five years afterward, her husband deserted
her, taking the child with him. This was twenty-five years
since, and as, daring that time, she had never heard any thing
of her daughter, she supposed that she must be dead. In the
further_investigations of the Commissioner, it was found that
the daughter was living, a respectable woman, the wife of a
white man, and the mother of three children; and she was as
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ignorant of her mother’s exisience as the mother was of hers.
They had for many years resided within twenty-five miles of
each other, and, for none of the time, more than forty-five miles
apart. When such difficulties attend the investigation concern-
ing those who belong to tribes having distinet organizations, it
may well bs inferred how greatly they are multiplied, in rela-
tion to the very large number scattered in various parts of the
State, who have no organization, no central point, no records,
‘and no commaon bond of union, whose descent itself is unknown,
even to themselves, except by the tradition that they are Indians,
confirmed by their physical characteristics, and frequently
where these characteristics have been so effaced by admixture
with other races, that they are not recognized as Indians, by the
people among whom they dwell,

The imperfection of the early records of towns where there
were Indian settlements has been a source of much embarrass-
ment, and has caused no little extra labor. Enough was often
found to encourage further research and inquiry, which, too
frequently, ended in leaving the subject in a state of as much
perplexity as when first commenced. The records of most of
the towns which have been examined, contain a few of the
marriages, births, and deaths, but, of far the greater portion,
no record whatever could be found, while, of the marriages and
deaths, which are recorded, the parentage of the parties is given
in 8o few instances, that the information derived therefrom is
far less satisfactory than it would have been, had that addition
been made.*

To ascertain all the facts required by the law, under such
unfavorable circumstances, concerning some sixteen bundred
persons, scattered in various parts of the State, the residence
and even the existence of a considerable portion of whom was
not previously known, and had to be ascertained, required not
only a wide range of personal observation and inguiry, but an
extensive correspondence, most of which was necessarily with
individuals feeling no personal interest in the subject of inquiry,

* The records of Yarmouth have fornished more complete and satisfactory
information than any other that have been referred to. By the kindness of
the town clerk, the Commissioner obtained a very complete record of the Yar-
mouth tribe, which enabled Iim to settle some doubtful guestions, also, in
reference to individual members of otber tribes.
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and who, therefore, consultad their own conveniencs or inclina-
tion as to the time of replying, or whether fo reply at all.
Among those most relied on for information have been town
officars, particularly town clerks. To the inquiries addressed
to these, numbers have responded in the most cheerful manner,
and have rendered much assistanes. Others have failed to
notice, at all, inquiries repecatedly addressed to some of them;
sometimes, it is believed, from a vague but groundless appre-
hension, that their answers might possibly compromise the
interests of their towns. For this reason, the return is more
deficient as to the political relations of individuals, to the towns
in which they resida, than it otherwise would have been, and
more 8o, it is believed, than it is in relation to any other subject
of inguiry.

The distinct bands, communities, or tribes, having funds or
reservations, or which have had them and are recognized as
wards of the State, are the Chappeguiddick, the Christiantown,
the Gay Head, the Marshpee, the Herring Pond, the Natick, the
Punkapog, the Troy or Fall River, the Hassanamisco, and the
Dudley. The Indians and descendants of Indians, of whom there
are considerable nnmbers in any one vicinity, whose descent can
be distinetly traced, bnt who do not stand in the same relation
to the State, are those of Dartmouth and Yarmouth. There
are, in addition, considerable numbers, belonging originally te
some of the tribes before named, as the Gay Head, Marshpes,
ete., but who, having left them to reside elsewhere, have lost
their original rights, as members of the tribes, and are not
acknowledged as belonging to them ; and some others, residing
either in neighborhoods, or scattered abroad in the community,
who originated from other sources, or whose descent is not
precisely known, but, of whose identity as Indians, there is no
doube.

Of all thess, it i4 safe to assume that there is not one person
of unmixed Indian blood. There are a few who claim it, but
their claim does not seem to have any satisfactory basis. When
it is considered that the intermixture, bath with the whites and
the blacks, commenced more than two hundred years ago, and
that, in the course of ten or twelve generations, there has been
an opportunity, from intermarriages among themselves, for the
foreion hlond early introduced tn narmeata the whole mass.



and when it is considered, that the intermixture has been comn-
stantly kept up, from the outside, also, down to the present
time, it would be a marvel indeed, if any Indian of the pure
native race remained. Of the publishmeuts of colored persons
entered on the early records of Dartmouth, by far the larger
portion are those of megro men to Indian women. In Yar-
mouth, a large portion of these of Indian deseent have inter-
married with the whites, till their progeny has become while,
their social relations are with those of that color, and they are
mingled with the general community, baving lost their identity
as a distinet class. The same has happened with a portion of
the Hassanamisco tribe, and it would have been a fortunate
thing for all the tribes, if it had been so with them all. Bat
the mixture in most of the tribes has been more with the negro
race than with the white, till that blood probably predominates,
though there are still a considerable number, who bave the
prominent characteristics of the Indians—the lank, glossy,
black hair, the high cheek bones, the bright, dark eye, and
other features peculiar to the race.

The social, economical, and moral condition of this people,
varying somewhat, as it does, in the several tribes, will be
reforred to in treating of them separately; yet some general
considerations in reference thereto are appropriate here, Much
ignorance and misapprehension prevail in the community at
large, among those who have not had the opportunity of per-
sonal cbservation relative to these remnants of their raca.
They seem to suppose that they have hardly emerged from
their aboriginal state, and although the painted face may not
now be seen, nor the war whoop, the tomahawk, or the sealping
knife be aetually encountered among them, yet that they are
not more than a step or two removed from these thiugs; and
the questions: “ What sort of people are they ! ¢ Do they
dress like white folks ¥ ¢ Can they speak the English lan-
guage ™ “ Do they live in wigwams?’ or others of a like
nature are continnally acked. If the querist would reflect
that, for more than two centuries, they bhave lived commingled
in a community with the white race, or on their little planta-
tions surrounded by them ond in constant infercourse with
them, that they are fow and the whites are many, and that the
tendency of sueh bodies always is, for the few to assimilate to

1861.] SENATE—No. 98. 11

the many, especially where the latter have the stronger charae-
teristics, they would hardly ask such questions as these. A
large proportion of the males of the several tribes have always
been eailors or laborers of various kinds, and are thus, almost
from childhood, brought in constant personal contact and asso-
ciation with the whites, and so afforded the opportunity of
acquiring their habits, customs, and modes of thinking. Many
of the females, also, have been at service in white families of
elevated social position, where they become to a greater or less
extent, familiar with the manners and usages of civilized and
refined society. The people are, nearly all, comparatively
poor, but some of their dwellings will eompare, not unfavorably
with thase of other people of equal means, in their furniture
and the order in which they are kept. 1 have repeatedly par-
taken of their hospitality, and their tables, their ecokery, their
lodgings, and whatever else came under my observation, in
their humble dwellings, exhibited a neatness not excelled in
the mansions of the more affluent whites. The tender of their
hospitality was always made with propriety, dignity, and good
tasie; and, in no instance, was any insincere, mawkish, or
embarrassing apology made or attempted, for the quality of the
repast provided. It is granted that this was among the better
portion of them, and that, like other people, they have those
who are rude, vulgar, coarse, and degraded. Bus, in my visits
to them, embracing nearly every family of all the tribes, and
some of them two or three times, I have never met an incivility
of word, look, or action, from old or young, and, though many
of them are shiftless, improvident, and very poor, I have not
seen, with but a few exceptions in two or three of the tribes,
the equnalor of extreme poverty and destitution that are often
to be found among the lower class of whites in our large towns
and cities.

It would be fortunate, if no shade more gloomy could be
given to this picture. But the prejudice of caste, social exclu-
gion, and eivil disfranchisement, have done a fearful work with
the race. The weight which these have brought to bear on
them seems to have almost crushed out even the wish to have
it removed, and the mass appear to be sunk into that state of
constrained apathy, with which we submit to physical evils that

we know ara inavitahla. On tham. maral nurite. social rafine-
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ment, and intellectual strength and culture, confer no distine-
tion, or give them even an equal position to those of the
dominant race who may be far their inferiors in these respects.
Having never enjoyed equality of civil and soeial rights, the
conviction seems stamped upon their minds, that, in being
created Indians, they were necessarily doomed to their present
condition, and that it is vain to contend against their destiny.
Thus all aspiration is suppressed, and, where there ig no aspi-
ration, there can be no achievement. This feeling, however,
is not universal. Thers are ardent spirits among them who are
impatient of the guardianship, and chafe under the disabilities
to which they are subjected, and whe would gladly find some
way of escape. Perhaps some Moses may yet arise among
these, who will prepare the minds of the people, and lead the
way to their civil and social emancipation.

The natural and almost irresistible tendency of this legal
and social proscription is, to laxity of personal morals., He who
sees his own rights habitually trampled upon, without the
means of redress, hecomes regardless of the rights of others;
and, where the sources of the higher enjoyments, of emulation
and aspiration are taken away, where selfrespect is crushed
out, and where the nequisition of knowledge, itself, brings with
it but a keener sense of degradation and suffering, it iz not
strange, consfituted as men are, that they should seek the
means of enjoyment in sensual indulgenee. The use of intoxi-
cating liguors, the prolific source of demoralization, prevails
more or less in all the tribes, and in some of them to a sorrow-
ful extent, notwithstanding the efforts that have been made
to suppress it, No such liquors, it is believed, are sold on
any of the plantations, but there are groggeries about their
borders, kept by whites, and the laws are inefficient to pre-
vent their introduction on the reservations. As an almost
pecessary eoncomitant, lieentiousness and other viees more
or less prevail, though less in several of the tribes than formerly,
and the cases of illegitimacy in most of them have materially
diminished.

One of the most hopeful indications for the fature of this
race, is the repugnance with which they almost universally look
upon 2 stats of public pauperism. It seems a puzzle to recon-
cile this with the apparent waut of selfrespect manifested in
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some other ways. But,of its existence there is no question.
Many of them will live in a state of extreme poverty, deprived of
most of the comforts they might enjoy, if they did not shrink
from the pame of pauper, as a contamination. This feeling, if
properly cultivated and directed, might do much toward their
social elevation and improvement. To if, we must atiribute
the comparatively small number of panpers among them, con-
sidering the general poverty of the whole as a class. Even in
thosee tribes where the State annually pays more or less toward
their support, the recipients of the bounty, generally do not
look upen it as charity, or admit that they are paupers. They
have a vague idea that the State has large funds drawn from
the sale of lands which would have been theirs, and that this
belongs to them as a portion of the interest of the proceeds, or
that the State has in some other way become obliguted to their
ancestors, so that whatever they receive is but a just due, for
which the State has received an ample equivalent.

It appears that the whole expenditure of the State, for the
benefit and support of the Indians,and for State paupers re-
siding among the Indians, for the ten years ending December
31st, 1850, was $20,964.37. This amount includes about $2,500
expended in the construction and repair of meeting-louses,
school-houses and other buildings for their use. But it does
not include the interest of the Indian school fund, apnually
applied to the support of their schools.

Of this whole amount, the Dudley Indians have received
$7,989.99 ; Fall River,$5,488.80 ; Chappequiddick and Christian-
town, $4,908.74; Marshpee and Herring Pond, $4,520.00;
Punkapog, $2,801.29; Gay Head, $2,814.70; Hassanamiseo,
$1,476.00 ; Nantucket,* $366.44. There remains a balance of
about $200, paid mostly under the head of State paupers, but
which cannot be traced to any particular tribe. Of the sum
put to the Hassanamisco tribe, 1,000 .was deposited with the
judge of probate for Worcester County, to be expended for their
benefit as he may direct, after paying a claim for the support,
&e. of one Benjamin Phillips, to which more particular reference
will be made in our notice of that tribe.

* Within the last ten years, Abraham Quary, the last of the Nantucket
Indians, died at an advanced age.
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The payments on account of the Dudley Indians were about

22,000 for the lot and buildings now oceupied by thcm at
Webster, and the balance, about £5,900, for their support and
the guardian’s salary; those to the Fall River and Punkapog
Indians chiefly for their support ; & small portion of that to the
Chappequiddick and Christiantown tribes, for the last sickness
and funeral charges of some of their members, but mostly for
the support of State paupers (not Indians) resident among them,
and therefore not properly chargeable to the Indians. The
Marshpee and Herring Pond payments were mostly for State
paupers, (not Indians,) and for county roads laid out through
Marshpee. Those to the Hassanamisco tribe were entirely in
consideration of the loss of the proprietary fund of the tribe by
agents of the State, of which a further statement will be given
in the notiee of that tribe. The payment to Nantucket was for
the support of the last of his race on that Island, and he is now
dead. )

From this it will be seen that there are only three tribes,
whose poor are now dependant on the treasury of the State for
their support. These are, first, and largest in amount, the
Dudley tribe, next, the Fall River, and lastly the Punkapog.
The expenditures for the Fall River tribe are somewhat dimin-
ishing, while those of the Punkapog are inereasing, and the
amount required for the two will not probably vary much from
five hundred dollars per annum, each, for two or three years to
come. With the proper husbanding of the means of the Fall
River tribe, it would seem as if some further reduction might
be made in their expense to the State. Of the Punkapog tribe,
I cannot see any chanee for aspeedy reduction of their expense,
and the State will probably have tangible evidenece, in the
course of the comiog ten years, that it is not as pearly extines
as it has sometimes been represented to be. The diminution
of the Marshpee fund, 'and its early prospective extinection,
make it probable that the State will soon be subjected to some
expense for the maintenance of the poor in that District, also.
Beyond this, no oecasion is apprehended of mueh inerease of
expense to the State on this account, for some years to come.

The condition of the several tribes presents a broad field for
the exercise of a wise benevolence, in the improvement of their
social and religious state, and in furnishing the means of better
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education, whenever the resources of the treasury will justify
it, of which the legislature, in its wisdom, will judge, as oceasion
may offer. I have felt it my duty to present some cases, in the
separate notices of the several tribes, where small appropriations
for specific objects seem, almest imperatively, to be required.

CHAPPEQUIDDICK TRIBE.

The Chappequiddick Indians occupy the northerly portion of
the island of that name, lying on the easterly side of Martha's
Vineyard, from which it is separated by Mattakeeset Bay, form-
ing Edgartown Harbor. The Straight, at the northerly part
of Edgartown Village, is very narrow, not more than an eighth
of a mile wide, and there is a ferry between the two islands.
The whole population of the tribe, including one family in New
Bedford, and one in Edgartown, is seventy-four, as follows :—

Families, . . P . . AT
Males, . : i @ : . . 3B
Females, & 4 : . . ) 38

— T4

Foreigners, . . = T . o

Under 5 years of age, . S ; . 2

From 5 to 10 years of age, . . 3 .- T

10 to 21 years of age, . : . . 13

21 to 50 years of age, . ‘ ] . 89

50 to T0 years of age, . . . . 8

Over 70 years of age, . : . . . B

The three persons over T0 are of the ages respectively of 76,
T8, aud 83 ; the iwo latter females and widows. The whole
number returned by the eommissioners in 1849 was eighty-five,
from which one should be deducted, who was only a visitor
from Christiantown, leaving the whole number eighty-four.

The mortality here, as in several of the other tribes, has been
enormously large during the last eleven years. In this respect
it takes the fourth rank, Christiantown tribe having lost in that

time, of those who were living in 1848, sixteen out of forty-eight,

or just one-third ; Marshpee ninety-two out of three hundred and
five, or 30 per cent. ; Herring Pond twenty out of fifty-five, or
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almost 30 per cent.; and Chappequiddick twenty-three out of
eighty-four, or about 27} per cent. The births, during the same
period, of c¢hildren now living, have been only eleven, or less
than half the number of deaths, so that the population, as will
be seen by the tabular list, (see Appendix,) has been reduced
from eighty-four to seventy-four, notwithstanding tha addition
of two or three by marriage within that time.* In 1323 the
number of the tribe was one hundred and ten, showing a falling
off sinee that time of thirty-six, or about one-third—a most fear-
ful diminution. The ¢ommissioners’ report in 1849 says: “ The
location appears to be remarkably healthy ; not an individual,
at the time of our visit, being confined by either chronic or
acute discase.” Yet, without any fatal epidemic having been
among them, they dwindle away and disappear. Thea sea-faring
life, which nearly all of the men follow, to & greater or less
extent,is, unquestionably, unfavorable to the increase of the papu-
lation, but is not sufficient to account for the great diminution
that has occurred. There ara those who believe there is some
inberent physiological defect in the consiitution of the race,
which unfits them for the habits of civiliged life, and that they
must necessarily sink under its influence, and pass away. But
such a theory is irreconcilable with the sound philosophy of the
adaptation of the whole lluman race to a state of progressive
advancement and improvement, and with the ordering of 2 wise
and beneficent Provideuce; and the gradual increase of the
population of Gay Head, though placed under unfavorable eir-
cumstances, indicates that no such radical defect exists. More
satisfactory reasons for this mortality may be found in the
following canses:

1. The comparatively sudden chunge from the habits and
modes of living of barbarous life to those of eivilization, without
waiting for that progressive pll}smal and mental development
which takes place when the process is more gradua.l and which
would adapt them to the change.

* Tt will be noted here that the deaths of children born within the last eleven
years are not included in this statement, no account having been taken of
them. Allowing only the uwsual rate of mortality ameng that elass, it would
ewell the whole number of deaths in this tribe to over thirty, being equal to
an annual average of one death in every twenty-eight persons, or about double
the average of the couniry towns of the State.
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2. The habits of intemperance and licentiousness, which
always, for a time, follow the contact of civilized and barbarous
races, which not only earry off their victims prematurely, but
so far impair the constitutions of their immediate descendants,
as to make them more vulnerable to the ravages of disease.

8. The destitution, want, and suffering, resulting from
poverty, which operate so powerfully to increase mortality in
all the lower walks of life.

If these are the true causes of this sad mortality, there is
much reason to hope for the future. A favorable and progres-
sive change has taken place, in respect to temperance and
morality, in eonsequence of which, they are better able to guard
against the exposures and privations to which -they were form-
erly subjected. Wish these advantages in their favor, Time,
the corrector of evils, will, in due season, provide them with
the physical and mental developments, adapted to the ehanged
condition of their being.

In the division of the island, between the Indians and the
whites, the latter, as usual, obtained much the better portion.
That belonging to the Indians, is bleak and exposed, the svil
light, sandy, gravelly, and barren, and without wood for either
fuel or feneing, yielding, as was well said by the commissioners
in 1849, “a precarious subsistence to the most untiring indus_.
try.” Their fuel is peat procured from meadows on the terri-
tory. What fencing they have, is of material procured from
abroad, which is so expensive that little is used, and they are
obliged to pasture their eattle in the tethering rope—a mode
unknown to most of the population of the State. Were their
dependence on farming alone, for a living, their case would indeed
be a most hopeless one, unless they changed their location. The
young men usually go to sea, or seek other employment, away
from hoine, till they have obtained money enough to build them
a comfortable house, so that they have a home, and then employ
their time in fishing, or any other paying employment which
they can obtain, and their land gives themn work for any time
that is not more profitably occupied.

Their immediate vicinity to such a place as Edgartown, gives

" the Chappequiddicks a great advantage over the members of

any other of the plantation tribes, in furnishing them with many
3
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kinds of employment, and in the many comforis and conveniences
of life, with which it familiarizes them, and brings within their
reach, We consequently find them in a better condition, =ocial
and intellectual, than the other tribes. Morally, probably the
inhabitants of Gay Head are at least their equals, and perhaps
those of Herring Pond, also. The report of 1849 says: “ Twenty
years ago, they were preéminently a degraded people, unchaste,
intemperate, and, by consequence, improvident; now, they are
chaste, not a case of illegilimacy, so far as we could learn,
existing among them ; temperate, comparing, in this respect,
most favorably with the same population, in the same condition
of life, in any part of the State, and comfortable, not inferior
in dress, manfers, or intelligence, to their white neighbors.”
This picture, though rather strongly drawn, was substantially
correct, and it is satisfactory to know that what was true of them

in these respects at that time, is true now, and it is hoped that

they have not become stationary, but are still progressive, though
this cannot be affirmed with entire confidence.

Most of the residents have framed houses, and things in and
about them have a neat and comfortable appearance, as much
so as among their white neighbors ; indicating, if not thrift, the
absence, at least, of any pressing want. A large proportion of
the proprietors have barns, with the usual farming tools, cattle,
swine, &¢. The number of horned eattle is thirty-four, swine
eleven, and one horse; divided among eight families, as will be
seen by the accompanying tabular list.

Under the law of 1828, the territory of this tribe has been
divided, and in some cases subdivided among the inhabitants.
In the original division, a certain quantity was assigned to each
individual, including those of every age, but it was not set off
to each, but the whole amount assigned to any one family was
set off in one lot to the family, and the father held and oceunpied
the same during the minority of the children, and usually during
his lifetime, as, if divided up among the children it would not
leave enough for the support of the parents, nor yet sufficient to
make it any object for the children to settle upon it separately.
Counsequently the children have usually either retained their
home with their parents, or sought means of subsistence and
homes elsewhere, and left the land originally assigned to the
family undivided. In the law, provision was made, that in the

division, regard should be * had to the rules of birthright and
descent, established among said Indians and people of calor,
and to those rights which individuals and families may have
acquired by virtue of a possession and improvement ;™ yet it is
singular that it established no rule for subsequent division and
descent of the shares, nor did it indicate whether it should be
according to Indian rules and usages, or according to the laws
of the State. Disagreements and controversies have, of course,
arisen in relation to this question; but, thns far, none which
the guardian has not been able to settle, if not in all cases to
the satisfaction of the parties, at least with their acquiescence.
More serious difficulties may arise, but sufficient unto the day
are the evils thereof, and perhaps it is not best to anticipate
them by legislation, as it will be easier to provide a remedy, with
an actual case, presenting the different points, than it would be
in acting upon any supposed case.

Like all the other Indians of the State, who stand in the
legal relation of Indians, those of Chappeguiddick are disfran-
chised, with the exceéption of two families who reside on the
other side of the line, in Edgartown, and own property there,
for which they are taxed. The law of 1328, which, it will be
recollected, applies only to Chappequiddick and Christian-
town, establishes a sort of municipal organization among the
inhabitants, The commissioners’ report of 1849, says: * For
municipal purposes, if the anomalous meetings which they are
allowed by the Act to hold, are entitled to the name of municipal,
they can vote, and choose certain officers; but, as citizens of
the State and Union, they are totally disfranchised. They are
required by the Act to meet in the month of March or April, at
which meetings it is the duty of the guardian to preside ; in case
of his unavoidable absence, they may choose a moderator, and
then they ‘may choose a clerk, two overseers, constable, field-
driver, pound-keeper, and other town officers.” ¢It shall be
the duty of said constable to carry into execution the laws of the
Commonwealth, within the territory of said Indians and peopls
of eolor.” It will be seen that the terms of the Act leave it
optional with the Indians to choose these officers or not, as they
may please. Usually, perhaps uniformly, ther have gone
through the proeess; but the officers are merely nominal, the
legal condition of this people being so anomalous and so imper-
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fectly defined, that we believe that no attempt has ever been made
to enforce municipal regulations. These meetings answer a good
purpose, as affording an opportunity for mutual consultation
and advice from their guardian; beyond this they cannot go.
The rights of woman are fully reeognized, the females taking
the same liberty of speech, and, when unmarried, or in the
absencs of their husbands, enjoying the same right of voting with
the men. They cannot sue or be sued, or be held to any con-
tract without the consent of the guardian previously given ;
cannot receive wages for any voyage, if payment be forbidden
by the guardian ; may be sent to sea as ¢ habitual drunkards,
vagabonds and idlers,” and the wages withheld by the guardian ;
and eannot, under any eircumstances, alienats their lands, or
any portion of them. These restrictions, particularly the latter,
securing the ¢ inalienability of the homestead,” and others, too
numcrous to mention, may mostly be necessary; still, in the
hands of a guardian, disposed to abuse such powers, they might
become insupportably oppressive to the Indians.”

The commissioners then refer to the third article of section
fourth, relating to the power of guardians or justices of the
peace, to punish the Indians in certain cases,—a notice of which
will ba found in this report in treating of the Gay Head tribe,—
and characterize it as * atrocious.” They say that though
there is little danger that its provisions * will ever be abused,
to the extent to which they are capable, still, they confer an
irresponsible and summary exercise of power, which cannot
safely be intrusted to any man. They were unnecessary at the
time of their enacttoeni, and have never, so far as we could
learn, been enforced ; and should no longer be allowed to deface
our statute bouks, and disgrace the Commoowealth.” The
objectionable character of these provisions does not consist
mercly in the irresponsible and summary power which is con-
ferred, and which might be abused, but as much in the singling
out of the Indians, and making them the special subjects of
eruel and unusual penal enactments, to which no other class of
our population is suhjected for the same offenees. It is on this
point that they are most sensitive, and they seem to consider it
as but another manifestation of the same feeling, which has
subjacted them to civil proseription and social degradation.
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Sinee the report of 1849, the provisions of the laws of 1829,
providing for making and maintaining the divisional fence be-
tween the Indian proprietors and their white neighbors, which
were then in abeyance, have been carried into cffect. A sub-
stantial fence has been built on the north side of the highway
which runs between the Indian apd white proprietors. This
disposes satisfactorily of another cause of complaint by the
Indians; that, where a shorter cut could be made, by leaving
the highway and travelling, with cattle and carriages across
their cultivated lands, the white inbubitants did not hesitate to
do it, and the Indians were thus subjected, in some instances to
serious inconvenience and loss. The settlement of every ques-
tion of this kind, is a cause of felicitation, as doing away with
one of the causes of irritation, to those who fecl as if they were
the subjeets of oppression and wrong, without the means of
protecting themselves in the enjoyment of their rights.

The Chappequiddicks have no religious organization, nor
have ther any religious eerviees or iustruction, distinet from
their white neighbors. They attend meeting at the * Mariue
Church " at Sampson’s Hill, across the line, whenever there are
services there, which is at irregular intervals. They manifest
a disposition for religious instruction and improvement, and
would doubtless be punctual in their attendance, if they had
any constant meeting of easy access. They receive one hun-
dred dollars & year from the school fund,* which gives them
about five months’ schooling. The average attendance the past
season was twelve, which, considering that there are butsixteen
children of Indian descent, between the ages of four and six-
teen, on the Island, is a very good proportion, indicating a very
commendable interest on the part of the parents, in the educa-
tion of their offspring. The amount of schooling is considerably
abridged by the necessity of purchasing fuel, there being no
wood on the plantation. It is unfortunate that this school, and
thoso of the other tribes, make no part of the great school
system of the State, that they are isolated and cut off from the

* The special grant of 2104 a year from the school fund, to be equally
divided between the Chappequiddick and Christiantown tribes, which was
made in 1556, expires in 1861. The Commissioner believes that the policy
which dictated the grant was wise, ns well as bencficent, and he eannot too
earnestly recommend its renewal and continuanes.
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rest, and cannot, therafore, be expected to make the progress
which system, combined effort, emulation, and vigilant and
enlightened superintendence impart to our common schools.
Where it is practicable, it would be far better to bring the
children into the adjacent district schools, the Indians and
whites paying according to the number of scholars furnished
. by each respectively, or uniting on such other just and liberal
basis, as might be agreed upon. It is believed it might be a
mutual advantage to both classes, as the same money would
give more schocling, eombined in one reasonable sized school,
than divided between two small ones ; it would create a mutual
and beneficial emulation, and, by bringing the children together,
mitigate, if not remove, the mutual prejudices which more or
less prevail.

The tribe has no source of public revenue for any purpose
whatever. Individually, although many of them have stock or
other personal property in possession, most of them owe more
or less for it, and it is believed that, if their debts were paid,
very few would have as much left as the Jaw exempts from
attachment. There are at present no paupers among them,
recognized as such, except one aged man,* a foreigner, who has
been entirely blind for a long time, and for the last two or three
months he has been guite sick. The State pays fifty dollars a
year towards his support, a sum quite inadequate to meet the
expense, under existing eircumstances. There are among them
four aged widows, some of them with families, and all of them
feeble, and able to do but little for a living. Their lands, those
that have any, naturally poor, are worn out and exhausted,
and if this people were not, in the language of their former
guardian, Hon. Leavitt Thaxter, * kind and considerate to
gach oilber, in health and in sickness,” some of them, at least,
would find it hard to get a living without public aid. They
shrink instinctively from the idea of pauperism, and will do
almost any thing for themselves and for sach other, rather than
be placed in that predicament. A siriking instance of this has
occurred in the case of one of these aged widows, Mrs. Eleanor
Joseph, familiarly known as * Aunt Nelly,” now well advanced
in her eighty-fourth year. Though in low circumstanees

* Since deceased. The term foreigner is vsed here and elsewhere to desig-
nate one not an Indian.
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herself, she has boarded and nursed one aged sister, who was
entirely destitute, to the value of more than three hundred
dollars, up to the time of her death, without any assurance of
compensation from any quarter. She also attended upon and
assisled another aged and sick sister, without compensation, to
the value of near forty dollars. =She is now needy herself, and
has no one to do by her as she has done by her sisters. The
Commissioner was informed that application would be made on
her behalf, to the legislature, for compensatien for the services
rendered hersisters. Should that be the ease, the Commissioner
believes from information derived from reliable sources, that
the application is one that commends itself fo the justice of the
State, and presents a much stronger claim than some others,
which, within his own knowledge, have heen granted. Should
this act of justice be done her, it will give her present relief,
and, very probably, render her descent to the grave free from
further pecuniary trouble.”

Tha attention of the Commissioner was directed, particularly
at this place, to the question of the enfranchisement of the
Indians, and placing them on the same fooling as other citizens,

* The Stiate has paid but very little for this tribe as compared with some
others. Tt will be borne in mind that Wm. Johnson, toward whose support
the State has annually contributed 3530, as already stated, is a State pauper;
and, so far from the payment being a gratuity to the tribe, it does not probably
amount to a moiety of the actual cxpense of his sapport. But the old man
had been the busband of one of their women, and 50 the tribe, to prevent his
being subjected to the sundering of the ties which bound him to them,
generously contributed the additional sum necessary for his support, and thus
averted the necessity of his removal to the Siate asylum.  Excluding this,
and also the money received from the school fund and their portion of the
surplus revenue, for their school, the payments from the treasury on their
aceonnt, for seven years, to 1858, inclusive, were as follows :—

1533, Sept. 1.  For hoand and burial expenses of Jane Saunders,
an aged woman, . 3 §i8 31

1855. Paid Abraham Bmwn ﬂ:r.r bca.rd u:u:l ﬁmeml cha.rgm of

Nabby Latham, an aged woman, the motber of over twenty

children, . i . 40 50
1857, Feb. 2.  For the repa.u: l‘nd thng nf' tha u:huol amd
meeting-house, . 100 00
1858, April B. For boarﬂ and fnnnrﬂc’hﬂgm uflimgml Pﬁt-er!,
an aged maiden woman, whoe died of cancer, . - 49 00
Total, in seven years, . = i =) . . S267T 71
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inasmuch as their state of advancement, socially, morally, and
intellectnally, together with their more favorable situation for
acquiring a living, gives them an advantage for assuming the
responsibilities of this position, over any other of the tribes.
On his first visit, two of the men, one of them a man of good
ability and considerable intelligenee, were very decided and
earnest in favor of the immediate consummation of this object.
They urged upon his consideration the disabilities under which
they suffer; that they can make no contract that is binding
without the consent of the guardian; that, having property in
their possession, they cannot pledge it to raise money, with
which to make improvements, if desired ; and other difficulties
which embarrass and discourage them, in their present condi-
tion; and expressed a decided wish to have the disabilities
promptly removed. They appeared to speak, however, chiefly
in reference to their own particular cases, feeling a confidence
in their own ability to manage their affairs, and to meet
successfully the new responsibilities under which they would be
placed. They expressed no opinion, however, of the effect
which such a change might produce on the general interests of
the tribe. They held that equal privileges were the natoral
right of all, and they did not choose to be deprived of them.
On the other hand, older members of the tribe, thoughtful,
eonsiderate, and prudent persons, were equally decided in the
opinion that no change ought, at present, to be made. They
believed, if it were made, it would operate disastrously on the
‘tribe; that most of them would soon become the prey of
shrewder and sharper men outside, that the litile property they
possess would be wrested from them, and that they would be
turned out, destitute, upon the cold charities of the world.
The community would be consequently broken up, and scattered
among those who would have no particular sympathy with them,
and who would not render them the aid which they now
receive, in time of trial and of need. Such change should not
be sudden. The generation on whom the new responsibilities
were to rest, should grow up with them in view, and with the
knowledge that they must be prepared to meet them. For
themselves, although feeling sensibly the evils to which they
are subjected, they would rather submit patiently to them, than
in their efforts for relief, to encounter new ones, to which they
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are unaccustomed, and which, consequently, they do not know
g0 well how to meet and overcome. Such was said to be the
general feeling of the tribe; and on the last visit of the Com-
missioner, he was assured that the individual who, at first, was
most earncst for a ehange, on iaking a more enlarged and
comprehensive view of the matter, was satisfied that it was
best the change should not be made, being guite willing to
forego his own individual feelings and preference, for what he
believed to be best for the tribe.

With the conclusion to which the Indians themselves have
arrived on this question, the Commissioner fully concurs,
believing that for a while at least, it is best that the protection
which the law now throws around them, should be continued
to this tribe, and that whenever o change is made, it should be
done prospectively, giving the Indians ample time to prepare
for it.

CHRISTIANTOWN INDIANS.

The little village of Christiantown is situated in the group of
hills which skirt the shores of the Vineyard Sound on the north-
west side of BMartha’s Vineyard, and in the town of Tisbury.
The whole number of inhabitants belonging to the tribe is
fifty-three, as follows:—

Number of families, . R " 2 i . 14
Males, . " . . . ; . 23
Females, . - i ; i X . 30

— 63

Natives, . i . . ; A : . 63

Foreigners, ¥ @ ; : s ; . 0

Under 5 years of age, ; i a 3 T

From 5 to 10 years of age, " a . . B

10 to 21 years of age, : : . . 10

21 to 50 years of age, . . . . 24

50 to 70 years of age,
Over T{ years of age,

D o

The two over 70, are aged 71 and 83 years, respectively,
The number of the tribe in 1828 is said to have been forty-eight.
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The number reported by the commissioners in 1849 was forty-
nine. As there are fifty-three now, there would appear to have
been a gain in numbers since 1849, but such is not the fact.
Two families were somehow omitted in the enumeration then,
and there have been but two or three additions by marriage
from other tribes, The mortality here has been unaccount-
ably large during the last eleven years, exceeding that of any
other tribe. Of the forty-eight persons whose names were
returned by the former commissioners, sixteen, or just one-third
of the whole, have died! During the same period there have
been thirteen births, so that the deaths have exceeded the births
by three, although the number of births has been large, in
proportion to population. Of these births five have been in
one family and four in another. In one family, there has been
a most remarkable mortality. When the commissioners visited
the plantation in 1848 there was a widow named Weeks, aged
60, with four sons and two daughters, whose ages varied from
92 10 40, and-at the corresponding period of the year, in 1853,
every member of the family was dead, and there was nota
person of the name left on the plantation! In another family
consisting, in 1848, of a father aged 37, and three children, the
father and two of the children were dead in 1859,

The territory of the tribe, containing about three hundred
and ninety acres, was divided under the law of 1828, with the
exeeption of a lot of about ten acres, called the common. This
common 1ot is a good pasture, and formerly yiclded considerable
revenue (of which it is the only source held by the tribe) but
for the last seven years, the gross amount received from it does
not exceed twenty dollars. The land is hilly and stony, yield-
ing an abundance of material for wall, with which the lots are
mostly fenced. The soil is rough and hard, but much better in
gquality than that at Chappequiddick, and is capable, with
patient toil and skilful culturs, of being made quite produe-
tive; but here, as elsewhere among the tribes, the culture
seems to have been managed with reference to getting a present
crop at the least expense, rather than to the permanent im-
provement of the soil. The land is consequently much worn
out and exhausted, and requires capital, labor, and skill to
renovate it. Although agrieulture is the leading employment
of a large number of the inhabitants, it is not relied on solely
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for a living, but the people here, as at Chappequiddick, seek
other employments as a means of obtaining their necessary
supplies, whenever the state of their farm work will allow;
and, in many cases, it is apprehended, they take other employ-
ment whenever it offers, without reference to the necessity of
work on their farms. This necessity for procuring such arti-
cles as the farm does not supply, is one principal causs of the
deterioration of their eultivated grounds. The young men
nearly all go to sea, to obtain the money necessary to give them
a start in the world. The past season, & young married man
returned early in the spring from a successful whaling voyage.
The proceeds of his share built him a neat and comfortable
house, which was ready for occupancy in the summer, procured
the necessary furniture, and left Lim forty doilars in pocket.
While such results oecur, though they may be but occasional,
the chance of suecess offers too great a temptation to be resisted,
as compared with the very moderate accumulations to be
expected under the most favorable circumstances, from farming
labor. The Indians are much sought, as seamen, on board the
whaling ships, und can, generally, if smart, have the situation
of boat-steerer—an important position, and one which draws an
extra share in the proceeds of the voyage. A large ship owner
in the whaling fleet remarked that an Indian would always
draw a larger share than another man of like general qualifica-
tious, in whatever situation he was placed ; and an old whaling
captain said that an Indian would see a whale further than any
other person, and, as & boat-steerer he was more sure fo capture
it, than any others. It is not strange, therefore, that so many
of the young men are induced to resort to this mode of employ-
ment, during the most active portion of their lives; nor would
it be regretted, but for the habits it is too apt to induce, which
are unfavorable to the patient, persevering, unremitting toil,
necessary to success in agricultural pursuits in after life, and to
the economy and thrift o desirable in families and communites.

The people at Christiantown are, most of them, comfortably
housed, and, in the arrangements of their household, modes of
living, and domestic comforts and conveniences, are much
like those of Gay Head. In these respects as well as in refine-
meut and general intelligenoce, they fall below those of Chappe-
quiddick, whose proximity to Edgartown gives them an advan-
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tage in the facilities of acquiring a living, and of improvement
by social intereourse, which has made a marked difference in
the condition of the two tribes. It has been said that this
isolation of the Christiantown tribe ** is not without its advan-
tages, as the temptations to unchastity and intemperance are
less.,” If this is =0, it is much to be feared that they have not
properly improved the advantages of their position, for, althongh
there may not be more intemperance in proportion to numbers,
than at Chappequiddick, or Gay Head, yet, in general morality,
there is good reason to fear that they fall decidedly below either
- of those tribes.* -

In their general character and eonduet these Indians are
quiet and peaceable, but disputes arise with each other, and
oceasionally with their white neighbors, giving rise to con-
tention, and sometimes to litigation, though the guardian has
been able, except in one instance, to setile these differences
without having the courts troubled with them. :

For some years past this tribe has had no regular stated
public worship. Occasionally they employ & preacher for
eight or ten Sabbaths in suceession, but most of the time they
have none. When they are destitute, those who feel so
disposed have the opportunity of attending public worship
with the whites at Middletown, about {wo miles distant, an
opportunity which is not improved so much as would be best,
and for obvious reasons, it is not to be expected that it should
be. Had they meetings of their own, where there would be
something like an equality of eondition among those who
attended, and where they would net feel that they were looked
upon by most of those present as a proscribed race, there is no
reason to believe that their attendance would not be as good
as that of the community in general among whom they reside,
or elsewhere.

The amount expended for schools here, is 3100 a year, the
same as at Chappequiddick. It is partly drawn from the
school fund, and is made up, the remainder, from the interest

*As corroborative of this, it may be siaied, that, since the foregoing was
written, and during the year 1860, although there were but tive females unmar-
ried over the age of 16, in the tribe, there were three cases of bastardy, and
" one other birth, which oceurred in about eight hours after the mamiage of the
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of the portion of the surplus revenue set apart by the State
for their benefit. This gives them about five and a half
months’ schooling in the year, the last two terms having been
two monoths in the winter, and three and a half months in the
summer. There are only about fifteen minors on the plantation,
of age suitable to attend school, and of these, two or three of
the girls, whose parents are very poor, have been obliged to be
out at service to obtain snitable clothing for themeselves, =0 that
the sehool is of no benefit to them. The average attendance,
the last season, has not been more than from eight fo ten
scholars.

There are none here now that are considered paupzrs, and
there is no appropriation from the State for any such purpose
for this tribe. The municipal organization here is the same
as that at Chappequiddick, under the law of 1828, as already
detailed, and the two tribes are under the same guardian, B. C.
Marchant, Esq., of Edgartown, who has held the office for
about seven years past,and who appears to have discharged its
duties with & good degree of success. The people appear to
prefer their present politieal position to any change that would
be likely to be made, and are not so well prepared for a change
as some others would be ; the remarks therefore, on that subject
in relation to Chappequiddick, have still more force as applied
to this tribe; and the withdrawal of the care and guardianship
which has hitherto been extended to them, it is believed, would
be consonant neither with justice, the wishes of the inhabitants,
their best intarest, or a wise and humane policy on the part of
the State.

GAY HEAD TRIBE,

The western end of Martha’s Vineyard is divided into three
peninsulas, Nashaquitsa, Squipnocket, and Gay Head. They
are nearly cut off from the main land of the Island by Menemsha
Pond which comes in from the north by a narrow strait, so
shallow as to be easily fordable at low-water, and extends across
to within a few rods of the south side, leaving an isthmus over
which passes the highway to Nashaquitsa, and thence to Gay *
Head. Nashaquitsa connects with Gay Head by auother
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narrow isthmus, which has Menemsha Pond on the north-east,
and Squipnocket Pond on the south-west, the latter pond
bounding Gay Head on its south-east side, and dividing both
Gay Head and Squipnocket from Nashaquitsa, except by another
narrow neck, which connects them at the eastern extremity of
Bquipnocket. Gay Head is of nearly equal length and breadth,
the outline somewhat irregular, between a cirele and a square
in form, and contains, within its area, about two thonsand four
hundred acres of land. About four hundred and fifty acres of
the land is held in severalty, and is fenced and occupied by the
several owners, and the remainder is held by the tribe in
common,

In this tribe, unlike some of the others, the population appears
to be gradually increasing, and the increase would be more
apparent, but for the emigration which has taken place, in
search of wmore profitable sources of employment, and easier
means of living, than are afforded by the isolated situation of
the plantation, and its consequent limited chloice of pursuits.
The whole population of the plantation, including a few in the
vieinity, who are recognized as having rights as members of the
tribe is two hundred and four, viz. :—

Families, i 3 . : ; 2 4 46
Males, . . . . . ; . . 1086
Females, ; . 3 : - - . OB
— 204
Natives, . ‘ i . i . ; 104
Foreiguers, . : . . . - - 10
Under 5 years of age, . . o . 15
From & to 10 years of a.ge-, « s+ . = B
10 to 21 L . . - . 61
21 to 50 “ ; . " . 69
50 1o T0 - : . . . 29
Of 70 and over, . % = 7 i ; T
; — 204

Those of TO years of age and over, are respectively of the
ages of 70, 75, 76, 76, T7, 80, and 86 years. The births in
the last eleven years have exceeded the deaths by about twelve.
There are a considerable number in addition to the foregoing,

who have left the plantation, either temporarily or permanently,
whao nevertheless claim to belong to the tribe, together with the
families of such as have them. The number of these could not
bo ascertained. The names of such as were reported to the
Commissioner—chiefly by themselves, or, as it was understood—
by their request, are arranged in a separate or supplementary
table. It should be remarked, however, that, although these
went from Gay Head or are the descendants of those who did,
they are not recognized by those residing there, as having
retained any rights, as members of the tribe. Of those included
in this supplementary list, the whole number is forty-nine.

Families, . a : . " : . 8
Males, . ¥ ; . - = . . 22
Females, . ) ; . i . . « ST
Uunknown, . . . . " ‘ 0

— 49

Foreiguers, . ’ ‘ . : . 5
Under 5 years of aga, . . a . . 4
From 5 to 10 years of age, . 2 ; . 6
100 21 “ . . . . 16
21 to 50 = L g . ” - 15
50070 « - . . . .0
Unknown, & ; g é ; : ¢ B

— 49

Making in the whole, 253, of whom 128 are males and 125
females.™

® Combining the whole, we have the following n-.-m]t, viz. i—

Whale number, 5 s 5 = : . i L]
Families, . . - . " ’ 4 g . 54
Males, . a . - # ¥ . . a s 198
Females, . W . & ! : = . . i 125
Natives, & i 3 4 : : g é Z 3 257
F ureigners, . 2 % R . . a A o 16
Under 3 years of age, . . . . . . . 19
From 5 to 10 years of age, . . . ’ ’ e o 20
16 to 21 I : : o ; . . i v
21 1o 30 B = F . g - r . 84
a0 to 70 " = ; .. ; . 4 . 29
OFf T and over, * e E e Tum e, L ]
Unascertained, . . . . . . . . . B



Twelve of those classed as natives in the first list were born
on the other plantations, but, by the Indian rule, by intermar-
rying at Gay Head, have aequired all the rights of natives.
This rule applies only to such as Lelong to the other plantations,
and to such as the tribe may think it to their own advantage to
concede the right to. They are very cautious in the con-
cession of this right, as they are jealous of the influence of
foreigners, having had much trouble with some of those whe
bave intermarried with their women and settled amongst them.

The surface of Gay Head is uneven and somewhat hilly, with
a great variety of soil, some of it of excellent quality, affording
fine pasturage for cattle, and this coostitutes almost the sole
resource of the tribe for revenue to support their poor. Caitle
are brought hither from other parts of the Vineyard, and from
the main, for pasturage, and the income therefrom is paid into
the public treasury. It amounts to about §225 a year, and is
wholly applied to the relief of the poor. The only other sources
of income, are, from their cranberry bogs and their clay.
These are both public property. The cranberries are neot
allowed to be touched till a given day, when, after previous
notice, the picking is to commence. Then, all go to work,
each one gathering according to his ability, till the crop is
exhausted, and retaining to his own use and profit, whatever
he may gather. The annual value varies much, according to
the scason and the price, ranging probably from one hundred
dollars to three hundred a year.

The clay is the plastic variety, used extensively for making
alum and some other manufacturing purposes, and is found no
where else in New England, except on the Vineyard. When a
vessel comes for a cargo, notice is given, and men, women, and
children over a certain age, all have a right to go and assist in
the loading, and, when the work is complete, each receives an
equitable share of the pay, according to the time he has labored
and his ability to perform. Formerly, this was a source of
considerable individual revenue, as the amount received for the
clay, when on board, would average somewhat better wages
than could be earued by the people at any other obtainable
employment. DBut, recently, this source of income has become
almost entirely unproductive. There are beds of clay, of the
same kind, in the adjoining town of Chilmark, the propri-
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etors of which are able to deliver it on board wvessels, at a
price, which will not yield to the people of Gay Head, ordi-
nary day wages. In consequence of this, they have almost
entirely monopolized the business, and the sales at Gay Head
havo nearly ceased.

The land is generally rough, affording abundance of stone for
fencing, and a considerable portion of what is not taken up and
enclosed, or is not used for pasturage, is grown up to bushes,
which afford convenient summer fuel for common eculinary
purposes. Any member of thetribe may take up, fence in, and
improve as much of this land as he pleases, and, when enclosed,
it becomes his own. The benefit to the plantation of having
more land subdued and brought into eultivation, is considered
a fair equivalent for its value in the natural state, and the title
to land, so taken up and enclosed, is never called in question.
How long this state of things may continue, and no difficulty
grow out of it, is not oasy to be foreseen, and will depend upon
some contingency, which shall bring rival interests in collision.
To outsiders it seems strange that such a community should
live together in peace, from generation to generation, holding
real estate in common and in severalty, yet without any re-
corded title of that held in severalty, or any written law regu-
lating its transfer or descent. Yet it i8 no more remarkable
than the whele civil polity of the tribe, by which a community
residing in the State, and nominally of the State, and subject to
its laws, is yet a sort of imperium in imperio, not governed by
the laws to which it is nominally subjeet, but having its own
independent law, by which all its internal affairs are regulated,
This law is the unwritten Indian traditional law, which, from
its apparently favorable working, is probably as well adapted to
their condition and circumstances as any that can be devised.
At any rate, they adhere to it with great tenacity, and are fear-
ful of any innovations upon it. This, probably, is a prominent
reason of their jealousy of foreigners, and of the rigorous exclu-
sion of them from any foothold on their domain, except when
intermarried with one of the tribe. The ruls, to “let well
enough alone,” is perhaps the true one to adopt in this case,
and it is believed that no advantage will accrue, either to the
Indians or the State, by any change or modification of the sys-
tem, till some eontingency shall arise that imperiously demands
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it, and then it should be done only with a thorough understand-
ing of the subject in all its bearings and relations, and with a
knowledge of the system and its operation, and of the rights
aequired under it, and of those which will be affected or ac.
quired by a change,—an understanding which no man living now
possesses.

The people of Gay Head, like those of the other plantations,
are a mixture of the red, white, and black races. They have,
also, an infusion of the blood of the chivalry of the South, as
well as of the Portuguese and Duteh, as might be inferred from
the names of Randolph, Madison, Corsa, Sylvia, and Vander-
hoop being found among them. Nearly ell their young men,
beretofore, have gone to sea, and many of them never return ;
gome dying at sea, and others finding new homes in distant
lands. The places of these are supplied by others, chiefly
sailors, from abroad, who, getting acquainted with the Gay
Head meu at sea, come here, and marry Gay Head women, and
settle here for life. By this continnal efflux of native males,
and influx of foreign males, the Indian names have almost be-
come exiinet, and but for two or three families, a list of their
names would never suggest an idea of their aboriginal origin.
The admixture is much like that on the other plantations, with,
perhaps, a less infusion of the Afriean than in some of them. A
few are so strongly marked with the Indian characteristics, as
to induce the belief that they are very nearly of pure blood;
but there are none so nearly white, as in some of the other
tribes.

The Gay Headers are, in the main, a frugal, industrious, tem-
perate, and moral people; but not without exceptions. In
these respeets they have greatly improved within the last thirty
years, and particularly within the last ten or twelve years, so
that, it is believed, they will bear a favorable comparison with
any of the other tribes. They have made great efforts to pro-
mote the cause of temperance and of general morality, in which
the mass of the population have united ; but a few individuals
have stood aloof and thrown their influence against these desir-
able reforms. They are generally kind and considerate toward
each other, and perform their social and relative duties as well
as do the other people in whose vieinity they reside. Itisa
somewhat remarkable fact, that, of less than two hundred per-

1861.] SENATE—No. 96. 35

sons, who live on the planfation, over =ixty, or abont one-third
of the whole number, are communicants of the church, and
many of them adorn their Christian profession by the purity of
their livas and eonversation.

It has already been stated that Gay Head is a peninsula.
Across the parrow isthmus which connects it to the main izland,
passes the boundary between the Indians and the whites, and a
substantial stone wall is built npon the dividing line, except,
where the road passes, bars are placed, and these have to be re-
moved whenever a carriage crosses the line. Thus surrounded
by the sea, except at this one point of ingress and egress,
situated at a distance from the main or any other land, exeept
the small island of * No-man's-land,” about three miles distant,
they are almoet isolated from the rest of the world. This com-
parative isolation has both ite advantages and ite disadvantages,
While it removes them from direct contact with the vices of the
outside community, the concomitants of civilization, it cuts
them off from most of the comforts, conveniences, and enjoy-
ments peculiar to refined society, and 2 more perfectly developed
social state. It subjects them to loss of time, and to expenses
which bear heavily on them, and trench severely on their
limited means. For their blacksmithing and various other
kinds of mechanical work, for their physician, drugs, store sup-
plies, &e., they are compelled to go from seven to fifteen miles,
and every grist of grain that they have ground, must be carried
ton miles to mill, and then, if it cannot be ground at the time,
they must make another journey to get it. This isolation also
deprives them of the opportunities for profitable employment,
and debars them from most of the ordinary means of making
money and acquiring property ; so that most of them are kept
more or less in debt, notwithstanding their frugal habits and

_self-deprivations ; and many of them find it difficult to procure

money sufficient to supply themselves with such things as are
considered absolute necessities in the most humble household.
For want of the necessary capital, they are not in a condition to
bring new land into cultivation, to procure labor-saving ma-
chinery, or to avail themselves of the improved systems of
husbhandry, which prevail elsewhere.

Laboring, as they do, under these diffculties and discourage-
ments, we could hardly look for much improvement in the con-
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dition of the tribe. Yet it is an unqguestioned fact, that they
have, in reality, made more progress, during the last ten or
twenty years, than any other tribe in the State. Twenty
or thirty years since, o considerable portion of them lived in
wigwams. The commissioners under the Resolve of the legis-
lature, passed May 10th, 1848, in their report, dated February
21, 1849, speaking of this tribe, say: * Generally, they live in
framed houses, perhaps & majority having barns.” * A number
of their families live in huls or hovels, some few in squalid
poverty.”” At the present time, they all live in frame or stone
houses, most of them comfortable ones, and every inhabited
house on the plantation Aas been builf within fwenly years pasi.
These, however, have not been built from their home resources,
but generally at the sacrifice of the best portion of the men's
lives on the ocean. Nearly every man on the Head has spenta
greater or less portion of his life at sea, usually at whaling.
They eommence young, frequently before getting the schooling
necessary for business; and those who are suceessful, when
they have accumulated enough to build a house, return and
settle down ; while those who are not, usually eontinue seamen
through life, or find a new home abroad. This necessity of
spending so much of their lives at sea, and the casualties con-
tingent thereon, are among the prominent causes why the
population of this and the other tribes is so nearly stationary,
or, in some of them, retrograde.

Some of the evils to which the tribe is subjeeted, in conse-
quence of the straitened peeuniary condition of most of its
members, present a claim on the State for relief. which good
policy and humanity would seem alike to demand, should not
Le ignored. The report of the commissioners in 1849, already
referred to, in speaking of this tribe, says: “ Applications for
assistance from the State are rarely made. For the last six
years only ninety dollars and thirty-seven cents have been
appropriated by the State for all purposes. Some years since
an appropriation was made by the State for the erection of a
wind-mill, and the result has been of singular benefit to the
tribe. They are now relieved from the necessity of going to
Chilmark to mill, and thus saved from frequent ezposure o
temptations o intemperonce and exfravagance.” In a tornado
which swept over the Head, a few years since, the mill was
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totally demolished, and the inhabitants were thus deprived of a
longer enjoyment of the blessing which it had conferred on
them. Having no means of their own for rebuilding it, and
being unwilling again to ask the State for aid, they have
quietly and patiently submitted to the deprivation, and wounld
not, of their own aceord, bring the subject to the notice of the
legislature.

The people have, in former times, suffered so much from
outward interference in their affairs, that they have become very
fearful of it, and for that reason are always indisposed to make
any want known to the legislature, lest it should be made the
oceasion of such interference as would be unwelcome to them.
During the whole intercourse of the commissioner with them,
no suggestion was made by any individual of a desire for an
appropriation of any kind for their benefit; and when, after
their great need of a mill had been pressed upon his attention
from other guarters, he inquired of one of their leading men
concerning it, he mildly replied that & mill would indeed be a
great benefit to them, and was very desirable, but they did not
think of asking the State for ona.

Another most urgent need is of suitable and sufficient books
and stationery for the children at school. These cannot be had
without ready money, and a large portion of the residents find
it as much as they can do, to provide elothing guch as will make
their children appear decent at school, and it is believed that
much of the benefit which might be derived from the schooling
is lost, for the want of such books and stationery as are neces-
sary for the use of the scholars, This waste of time and loss
of opportunity for education, should not be permitted by the
State, to one of the most unfortunate classes of her population.
In view of the improvement they have made, under such
adverse circumstanees, and of the disposition they have jnani-
fested for bettering their condition, it is but reasonable to
believe, that the proposed assistance would afford at once an
opportunity and a stimulus for farther progress in the right
direetion.

Such improvements have been made, of late years, in the
construction both of wind-mills and of mills for grinding grain,
as to make both better adapted to such a case as the present,
and it is believed that an appropriation of i dollars
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would purehase those of sufficient size, to erect a suitable
building for their accommodation, and to put them in operation.
And it is believed that an appropriation of fifty dollars per
annum, to be applied to the purehase of school-books, station-
ery, and apparatus, for the school at Gay Head, would meet
the necessities of the case. Such appropriations would, un-
questionably, be most gratefully received, and the backwardness
of the Indians fo ask for them, is an argument in their favor,
rather than against them. Of all the nohle charities of the
State, by which suffering is removed or alleviated, or by which
the condition of the unfortunate is improved, none, it is be-
lieved, present stronger claims on the representatives of an
enlightened people, or will yield a more adequate return,
according to the amount expended, tham those now recom-
mended ; and the Commissioner cannot but express the most
earnest hope for the success of the recommendation.

The inhabitants of Gay Head, like all others in the State,
whose legal condition as Indians is recognized, are the
involuntary wards of the State. It has taken their property
into its own keeping, so far as any transfer of it is concerned—
ihey can make no sale of their land or improvements to any
but other members of the tribe, and as all of them have as
much or more than they have means of improving, there are
no purchasers. They can make no contraet that is binding in
law, and can neither sue nor be sued in the courts. They are
theroefore tied to the plantation by the act of the State, with all
its disadvantages and their own disabilities, or if they leave it,
it must be at the sacrifico and loes of the income of all their
rights there. Buch is the legul relation of the individuals of
the tribe to the State. That of the tribe, asa tribe, is thus
spoken of by the commissioners in 1849,

“ The legal condition of this tribe is singularly anomalous.
By the Act of June 25, 1811, the governor was suthorized to
appoint * three proper persons to be guardians to the Indian,
mulatto, and negro propristors of Gay Head,” which guardians,
in addition to the usual powers given to guardians in such
eases, were empowered to take into their possession, the lands
of said Indians, &c., and allot to the several Indians, &e., such
part of said lands as should be sufficiont for their improvement,
from time to time; and the Act further provides for the

diseontinuance or removal of the guardians, at the ditcretion
of the governer and council. Under this Act three guardians
were appointed, and in 1814, a new appointment was made;
gince that time, no new appointment has been made. The
Indiane beeame dissatisfied with their guardians, who resigued,
and the guardiauship has disappeared. The Act of 1828
provided, that whenever the Indians and people of color at
Gay Head, shall by a vote in town meeting, accept this Act,
and shall transmit to his excellency the governor, an attested
copy of said vote, then his excellency may authorize said
guardian to act as guardian, &c., at Gay Head, and may upon
their request, appoint suitable persons to divide their lands. The
Indians, cherishing no very favorable recollections of the
guardian-system, bave never accepted the Aet. For about
thirty years they have been without any guardian, and the
division of their lands, and indeed the whole arrangement of
their affiirs, except of the school-moncy, have been left to
themselves,”

To this day they never have acespted the Aect, and probably
never will. Had they accepted it, they would have been placed
in the relation of miner children, under 14 years of age, who
have not the right to choose their own guardian. As it is, they
are the direct wards of the State, without the intervention of a
guardian, and as such it would seem that the State is bound to
protect them in all their interests with paternal solicitude.

The provision for the appointment of a guardian was not the
only objectionable featurs of the Act of 1828. The guardian
was empowered “to punish, by fine not exceeding twenty
dollars, or by solitary imprisonment not exceeding twenty
days, any trespasses, batteries, larcenies under five dollars,
gross lewdness and lascivious behavior, and disorderly and
riotous conduct, and for the sale of spirituous liguors within
the territory, or on the lands of said Indians and people of
color; and said guardian or other justice of the peace may
issue his warrant directed to the constable of said Indians and
people of color, or other proper officer, to arrest and bring
before him, any offender against the provisions of this Aet:
and after judgment, he may order execution to be done by said
constable or other proper officer; and if said guardian or other
Jjustice of the peace shall adjudge any offender to solitary
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imprisoriment, such offender shall not, during the term of said
imprisonment, be visited by, or allowed lo speak with any
person other than the jailer, or said guardian or justice of the
peace, or such other person as said guardian or justice of the
* peace shall specially authorize thereto; nor shall such offender
“be allowed any food or drink other than coarse bread and water,
unless sickness shall, in the opinion of a physician, render
other sustenance necessary.” With such a provision in the
Act, making a discrimination so odious and unjust, between
themselves and other prisoners, the Indians would have been
greatly wanting in self-respect had they accepted it. Itisa
provision disgraceful to the statute book of the State, and
discreditable to the civilization of the age. Yet two tribes,
the Chappequiddick and the Christiantown, were made subject
to the provisions of this law, withont the power to accept or
reject it, and are governed by it to this day.

The municipal organization consists, mainly, of three
overseers, o clerk, treasurer, school commitiee, and committee
on public lands, and by these their municipal affairs are
regulated and managed. The school committee performs the
duties incident to such committees in the towns, and those of
prudential committee also. Theschool is kept, usually, about
seven months in the year, and is well attended, but its value is
greatly impaired by the inability of the parents to procure
suitable books, siationery, &e., as already spoken of. The
same want was noticed by the former commissioners, in their
report in 1849, May we not hope it will soon be remedied.*

The religious organization, here, is that of a Baptist church,
belonging to the Barnstable Association, to which it sends
delegates. The society for propagating the gospel among the
Indians contributes, annually, two hundred dollars for the

* During my visits to Gay Head and my correspondence with members of
the tribe, the only appropriation of money for their benefit that was sugorsted
by any one of them, or about which they appeared to be particularly solicitous,
was one to enable them to secare the services of & minister a preater portion
of the time than they are now able to have one. They seemed to consider
the want of this as their greatest deprivation. It is to be hoped that sama
missionary or other religions mssociation, especially of the denomination to
which this tribe is attached, may extend to them the desired sid. They could
hardly find a more promising missionary field aecording to the expenditure
required,
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support of the ministry, and the inhabitants contribute, in labor
and otherwise, about seventy dollars more, for the same purpose.
They have, also, a very comfortable parsonage, which is oceen-
pied by the minister, when they have one. When they have
none, they hold frequent meetings, at which they exhort and
pray. They appreciate and improve their religious privileges,
and manifest a regard for their religions duties and a sincerity
in the performance of them, more general than has been
observed in any other tribe.

The support of the poor, at Gay Head, is a very severe tax
upon the people, absorbing the enmtire revenue of the publio
lande, which is the largest, best, and most valuable portion of
the property of the tribe, including that belonging to individuals
as well as to the publie. There are four paupers at the present
time, for the support of one of whom, alone, about two thou-
gand five hundred dollars has been paid. One of the others ia
a foreigner, toward whose support the State pays fifty-two dol-
lars per annum. Another of them is partially insane, and has
been in the insane hospital at Taunton, but has been removed to
the almshouse at Bridgewater, Others receive partial and occa-
sional relief, as their condition and circumstances require.

It seems fortunate, in every point of view, that the Aet of
1828 was not accepted by the tribe. That Act made provision
for the division of the publie lands, a measure which has proved
disastrous to the interests of the Marshpee tribe, and which
would, unguestionably, have proved equally injurious, had it
been carried out at Gay Head. It would have taken from the
tribe its only source of public revenue that can be permanently
relied upon, while & considerable number of those fo whom it
would have been distributed, never would have realized from
the land, the means of paying their proportions of the support
of the poor and other public expenses. The effect of it would
also have been, probably, to concentrate in a fow families,
nearly all of this domein. In the natural courss of things,
some families multiply rapidly, while others remain stationary,
or run out, and become extinct. This has been remarkably
the case among the Indians, and we find, on the one hand,
single families, the sole representatives of numerous families a
few generations back, and on the other, where one family, a
hundred years since, has now numerous families of descendants,
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so that, while in one case the patrimony of numerous families
would be concentrated in one, in the other, that of only one
family would be subdivided among many. An ineguality would
also grow up, as it does in other communities, in consequence
of the greater shrewdness and business capacity which some
individuals possess over their associates.

As this question of the division of the lands has been, more
than once, agitated, and may be again, it may not be amiss to
inquire, why & division should be made. What is to be gained
by it? The legal condition of the inhabitants should be con-
sidered. The State has declared them incompetent to take care
of their own, to be mere children—of a larger growth, it is irue
—but incapable even of choosing their own guardian. It has,
in ¢onjunction with the popular opinion which rules with the
law-making power, placed them in such a position and sur-
rounded them with such circumstances, that the process of
development, which shall qualify them to take their pesition as
citizens, in the general community, with all the responsibilities
and liabilities of that state, must necessarily be a slow one,
requiring much time. Till the time arrives when that may
safely be done, it is not perceived what better arrangement
could well be made, in relation to the territory of the tribe than
the one which now exists. If any man wishes for more land
than he has, he has only to go upon the public domain and
select whai he wants, wherever he chooses, and fence it in, and
it then becomes his own., If he will not do so much as this,
for the sake of the land he wants, why should he have it?
And, if he eannot do this, what would he do with a still larger
tract, in case of division, whiech eould be enjoyed in severalty,
only by being fenced off? By the present system every young
man, whenever he becomes of age, or whenever he is in a situ-
ation to need land, may take it up and oc¢upy it. Thus an
equality of rights and of possessions is kept up, which is most
desirable in such a community as this. But, let the public
domain be divided, and the sources of public revenue be dried
up, the land having, a portion of it, passed into the hands of
the improvident and thrifiless, and more still, perhaps, into the
bands of those who would prefer living abroad, end thus aveid-
ing the public burdens, and it would not be long before the
State would be obliged to provide for the poor, or the burdsn
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of it would fall with great severity on a small portion of the
tribe.

All the reasons against a division of the territory apply with
still greater force against changing the present relations of the
tribe toward the State, and making them citizens. Indeed, if
there has been a time, when that experiment should not be
made, it would seem to be the prescnt, so far as this tribe is
concerned. They have been so long accustomed to a state of
pupilage, that they are not prepared for the change; yet the
steady progress that they have made for twenty years past, gives
the encouraging hope, that, with the fostering eare and encour-
agement of the Btate, the time may not be very remote, when
the initiatory steps may be taken, for consummating that change.
At any rate, while they are improving, there can be no reason
for a change, unless they desire it, as it would, very certainly,
involve them in difficulties and embarrassments, and bring
additional burdens on the State. At the time of the public
hearing, the expression of opinion was strong and decided
against a change, all the most intelligent and respectable
portion of the residents eomcurring therein, and it was under-
stood that none desired a change, except a very few, whose bad
character and vicious habits have rendered them a nuisance to
the place. I may add, that all the friends of the Indians, and
all those who are best sequainted with the circumstances of the
case, 50 far as I could learn, most decidedly concur in the belief
that the present relations of the tribs to the rest of the commu-
nity, and to the State, should remain unchanged. The preju-
dices of color and caste, and the fears of the burdens it might
impose, would much embarrass any attempt, at present, to in-
corporate them into the general community. The Commissionsr
was assured by maunicipal officers of the town of Chilmark,
that, if they were made citizens, and the tferritory should be
annexed to that town, the voters would, at once, surrender their
town charter.

Believing that no essential change should be made, at present,
in the external relations or internal polity of this tribe, and
that too much rather than too litile legislation on their behalf
is to be deprecated, there are, nevertheless, some points on
which the interposition of the legislature seems to be required.
The Indian traditional law, so far, has worked well, and seems
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adapted to the condition and wants of the tribe, but its success
has resulted from a general acqunieseence in its administration,
there being no legal authority by which its provisions may be
enforced, or iis results guarantied. The rights, therefore, which
have been acquired under it, from generation to generation, are
insecure ; and, whenever disputes shall arise, which lead to
litigation, or whenever disaffected or unprineipled individuals
may be disposed to take advantage of this anomalous state of
things, for their own benefit, or for the injury of others, much
difficulty and embarrassment may ensue, with possibly great
wrong to innocent and deserving parties. The sanction of the
law onght, therefore, to be, at once, extended to the rights thus
pbtained in good faith. Another case for legislation, is, the
extension of the sanction and authority of law to the school of
the plantation. At present, the school committee are without
legal authority, with no power to punish or exelude contnma-
eious or rebellious scholars, and thus parents disposed to maka
difficulty bave the opportunity, if they choose to take advantage
of it, greatly to mar the usefulness of the school, if not even to
break it up. For this evil an adequate remedy should be
applied.

Complaint was made to the commissioners, on behalf of the
tribe, in 1849, but not in season to be embodied in their main
report, of an evil which still exists, and for which they think
they are entitled to relief at the hands of the legislature. A
young woman of the tribe, for instance, goes to service at New
Bedford, or Boston, or some othar town, and while there marries
an inhabitant of that or another town, of which he is a citizen
and voter, having a legal ssitlement therein. After a lapse of
Jears, the husband dies, end then the widow, with a family of
children, returns to Gay Head and claims support for herself
and family of foreign children. Such cases, it is alleged, have
frequently oecurred, imposing an onerous, and, as they think,
an unjust burden upon the tribe. They think that they ought
to be relieved from the support of those, who voluntarily leave
the tribe and acquire homes elsewhere, or, at least, that a time
gshould be fixed, beyond which they cannot return and claim
support ; and that, where the husband has a settlement abroad
the wife should follow that settlement and not be allowed, aver,
after marriage, to claim support of the tribe, It may be added,

o

that any legislation on the subjeet, should apply, as well to
other cases of voluntary;withdrawing from the tribe, as to that
of women marrying abroad. Cases have oecurred of a young
man’s leaving and spending his whole remaining life away, and,
after death, his children and grandchildren would return to
the placa for support.

The registration of marriages, births, and deaths, ought to be
provided for. Had there been one heretofore kept in the
several tribes, such as is now required in the several towns, it
would have saved your Commissioner weeks of labor in Lis
investigations and enabled him to ascertain some facts of conse-
guence which he has been unable to determine. In case of the
enactment of a law, legalizing the present proprietorship of
lands in severalty, and regulating the division and descent, it
would add to the necessity of extending the law of registration
to this tribe.

The tabular list accompanying this Report, shows the present
population of the tribe, as near as it could be ascertained,
distinguished and classified as required by the law establishing
the commission. It will be seen, that the quantity of land,
held in severalty averages but little to a family, and that the
number of cattle is also small. Some of the inhabitants hesitated
about giving an aceount of their stock as they owed for much
of it, and in some cases it is but nominally theirs, the persons of
whom it was obtained holding a lien upon it for its value.
Few individuals have personal property beyond the amount of
their indebtedness, more than is exempted from attachment to
poor debtors, by the laws of the State.

The Commissioner avails himself of this opportunity of
ascknowledging his obligations to Capt. Flanders, superintendent
of the light-house at Gay Head, for his attentions and aid in
procuring the statistics of the tribe. And, more particularly,
are his acknowledgments due to Hon. Leavitt Thaxter, for the
ready, prompt, and cheerful aid, which, from first to last, he
has rendered in conducting the investigation—an aid which his
long and intimate knowledge o the Indians and their interests
peculiarly qualified him to give, and which no other man counld
have given. To this tribe in particular, and, nearly in the

‘same degree, to all the other Indians of Dukes County, he has

been & long and steadfast friend, watching over their interests



with even paternal solicitude, counselling them in their need,
adjusting disputes between them and their white neighbors, and
between each other, with many other acts of kindness of various
kinds, for all which, he has constantly refused any compensation
from them. This unselfish kindness has endeared him to them,
and won their entiro confidence, so that he has an influence
with them that none other can possess, and, when he is gone
his memory will be cherished as a benefactor, and none, it is
feared, will be left to fill the place vacated by him.

Since my Rsport was completed, 1 have ascertained that the
annual grant of sixty dollars to the Gay Head school for five
years, expired in 1859, and, believing that the reasons which
prompted its first appropriation have acquired increased force,
and will commend themselves to the legislature, I have reported
a resolve for extending the grant for another term of ten years.

MARSHPEE TRIBE.

The District of Marshpee, the residence of the largest distinct
body of the descendants of the Indians, now remaining in the
State, is situated on Cape Cod, in the westerly part of Barns-
table County, and is bounded on the north by Sandwich and
Barnstable, on the east by Barnstable, on the west by Fal-
mouth, and on the south by the waters of the Vineyard Sound.
The whole number of the tribe, so far as is ascertained, is 403.

Families, . . . : . . .83
Males, . . ; - i @ a . 188
Females, . ‘ ‘ . . ; - 216
Unknown, . . . . ‘ . = 1
Natives, ; a ’ . N . . 971
Foreigners, . : i Z : ; < 32
Under 5 years of age, . : . . . 50
From 5 to 10 years of age, . . . . 44

“ 10 to 21 years of age, . ; . i 97

“ 21 to 50 years of age, . . " . 146

¢ 50 to TO years of age, . . . % 46
Of 70 and over, . , . " . o 20
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Of those who are T0 or over, six are 70 years old, one is 71,
one is 74, four are 75, three are 76, two are 77, one is 87, and
two are each 93 years of age. The two oldest persons are Lois
Pells and Betsy Smith, both widows.

It appears by a statement made before a committee of the
legislature in 1834, by Hon. Benj. F. Hallett, counsel for the
tribe, that their population in 1767 was two hundred and ninety-
two ; in 1771, it was three hundred and twenty-seven, of whom
fourteen were negroes, married to Indians; in 1832 it was thres
hundred and fifieen, of whom sixteen were negroes. By the
commissioners’ report in 1348, it was three hundred and five in
1848, of whom twenty-six were foreigners, all negroes or mulat-
toes ; in 1859, the tribe numbered, as will be seen by this report
and the accompanying tabular list, four hundred and three,
including thirty-two foreigners, married to natives of the tribe, all
negroes or mulattoes, or various mixtures of negro, Indian, or
white blood—none of them being pure whites. Sixty-six, out of
the whole number of the tribe, at the time of the enumeration,
were not residents of the District; but fifty-two of them were
considered as retaining their rights in the tribe, and more than
half of the sixty-six were understood to be only temporary resi-
dents abroad, expecting, at some time, to return to Marshpee,
and make it their permanent place of residence. A few others,
as a matter of personal convenience, are now residing just over
the line, and are so returned, but they consider themselves as
identified with the tribe in all respeets, and are so considered
by the tribe. Fourteen individuals, included in the above sixty-
six, whose names are in the © Supplementary List,” own no land
in the District, but have been gone so long from it, that they
are not now recognized by residents as members of the tribe.

In this tribe, as in several of the others, the mortality, within
the eleven years preceding, and including the autumn of 1859,
was very great. The commissioners’ list made in 1848 gives
the names of three hundred and five persons, and of these,
ninety-two, or 80 per cent. of the whole number were dead in
1859. The number of births during that period, and of deaths
of those born within the time, are not known. But there were
one hundred children living in 1859, who had been born since
the commissioners’ report, being an excess over the deaths of
only eight. The additional excess in numbers, of the present
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return over that of 1849, consists of persons whose names are
not on that return. It is much to be regretted that no provi-
sion exists for a registration of the Indian tribes. This is a
manifest defect in our law. The value of statisties consists
chiefly in their accuracy and completeness, and it seems strange,
when so much pains has been taken to perfect our system of
registration and to publish the results, that this portion of it
should bave been overlooked or neglected. It is necessary to
the completeness of the system, and if extended to the several
tribes, would be valuable, as affording the means of interesting
comparisons of the vital statistics of the tribes with those of the
other people of the State, and would be an essential aid in any
future investigations into their condition, &c¢. It is therefore
earnestly recommended that the registration, in some form,
should be extended to all the tribes.*

The whole Distriet of Marshpes hus an area of over sixteen
thousand aeres, comprising

Indian lands held in severalty, acres, . ; . 10,231}
i {upland), in common, ; . . 2,500
o Parsonage, . . ; : ; 450
i Cedar swamps, . . . A . 250
‘“ Salt and fresh meadows, . : : 150
Total Indian lands, . p , . . 13,382
Marshpee and Wakeby Ponds, acres, . . Bab
John’s Pond, . . : ‘ . 350
Cotuit, or Santuit Pi}lld " : . . 250
Ashumete Pond, . e 200
Aggregato area of thea& pond.s . — 1,850

Land held by whites, estimated at . . ; . 700
Roads, rivers, aud small pouds, . ‘ ’ " 400

Whole area, acres, . . S 4 . 15,132

A large proportion of the District is light, sandy, and barren,
nearly destitute of water, and is of little value except for wood-

* Richtly construed, the Rogistration Law probably applies as well to
Marshpee as o other portions of the State; but it does not appear to be so
understood by the officers of the Distriet.

land; and the growth of wood is comparatively small and
stinted. Formerly, most of it was covered with a growih of
wood, which, if it had been properly husbanded, would have
been an unfailing source of revenue to the tribe, sufficient w
place them beyond the reach of want for the support of their
poor and all other municipal purposes, and would, beside, have
given all the inhabitants an adeguate supply of fuel; but, by
the Act of March 2, 1842, provision was made for the division
and distribution of this domain, so that each legal adult pro-
prietor, male or female, each of the children of such proprietors,
and every person of Indian deseent, who was born within
Marshpee, or within the counties of Barnstable or Plymouth,
and who had resided, or whose parents had resided in Marshpee
for twenty years or upwards, previous to the Act of 1834, by
which the District was constitnted, should receive sixty aeres
of Jand in severalty, including what each proprietor had pre-
viously ocenpied. The provisions of this Aet were substantially
carried out in the division which ensned. A large proportion
of the land, thus divided, was covered with wood, as already
indicated. An idea of its value may be formed, from the fact,
that the wood on the parsonage lot, containing ouly four hundred
and fifty acres, was sold in 1845, and the sum of 36,950 was
realized from the sale, averaging over fifteen dollars an acre for
the whole lot. Almost the whole of the wood that was stand-
ing on the land, when it was divided, is gone, and the people
have nothing to show for it. The noble patrimony has wasted
away, and the whole property of the Distriet, real and personal,
would not sell for as much money, now, including buildings
and improvements, as the wood on the land was worth when
it was divided ; and it is doubtful whether a large proportion
of the families are as comfortably situated, as well provided
for, and in as good a condition to meet their future wants and
necessities, as they would have been, had no more been divided
to each, than would be sufficient for cultivation and to give
them & suitable supply of fuel for their own use. Relying on
the sale of their wood, to procure whatever they might want,
agriculture was neglected, idle and improvident habits were
acquired, and a general unthriftiness ensued, that pervaded the
whole Distriet. The marks of this are strikiugly apparent at
tlie present day, exceeding any thing of the kind to be found
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on either of the other plantations, with perhaps the single
exception of the few families on the Fall River reservation.
The new growth of wood, which was coming up on most of the
allotments, as well as that on the parsonage lot, which had
attained considerable size, has, to a great extent, been destroyed
by fires that have, within two or three years, burnt over about
five thousand acres of woodland in the District. This calamity
falls with pecaliar severity on several widows with dependent
families, to whom this was almost their only resource. The
lesson which the people are now taking is a severe one, but it
may be worth its cost, and, il it shall teach them wisdom for
the future, they will not have suffered in vain.®

It will have been seen, that sixteen hundred and fifty acres,
or more than one-tanth of the whole Distriet, is oceupied by
ponds of fresh water, without including some of minor size.
These afford fine fishing, and are a source of some public

= At the present day, and in the light which subsequent events have thrown
on this matter, it is difficult to imagine what infleences could bave operated on
the legiskature, to induce it to sanction sueh an Aet, as that which autborized
the distribution of the Marshpee lands, or how it ould bave failed to perceive
what consequences must almost inevitably fiow from it. Here wns a people
held in a state of pupilage, under a quasi gnardianship, forbidden by law to
transfer a foot of their land to any but a proprictor of the District, without
authority of the legislature—not allowed, even in their collective capacity, by
a vote of the whaole body, to appropriate a dollar for any public purpose,
without the consent of the commissioner—a people, who, by being subjected
#0 long to these restrictions and disabiliies, had, to a great degree, lost self-
respect and gelf-reliance, and become, from disuse, unaccustomed Lo pecuniary
responsibility, or the proper management of prudential coneerns.  Under this
law; nearly ¢very married couple among them reccived ome hendred and
twenty acres of land, with sixty avres more for each and every child they
had ; and thos & property was at once placed at their disposal, in the wood
growing on the land, of many times the value of the naked land, which the
law did not permit them to sell.  Without any training to a prudent forecast,
having never had the oppertunity of acquiring the habit of husbanding their
respurces; and, accustomed, as they were, to live from hand to mouth, this
locked to them like a fund that could never fail, and it is not strange that
even the best of them should yield, to some extent, to the temptation to rely
om that, rather than their own efforts, for a living, and that the neglect, waste
and improvidence ensned, which they have so moch reason to deplore.  Yet,
in trath and justice, we are bound to say, that they, who had the power to
prevent it and yet authorized it to be done, are more inexvusable, than are
the wofortunate sufferers of the folly.

J.OUJ"J. DRIN A L ]y, IJU. L

revenue. Marshpee and Wakeby Ponds are substantially one,
being united by a very broad, deep strait, and present one of
the finest sheets of fresh water to be found in the State.
Situated in a sandy region, with but little soil or vegetable
matter washed into them, to make mud or sediment, much of
the shore, for a considerable distance into the water, is nearly
& pure white sand and gravel, and the water of such remarkable
purity and clearness, as torender every thing distinetly visible
at the bottom, almost as much as if there was no water there.
Being almost entirely supplied by springs, the watar is of a very
equable temperature both in summer and winter, and affords
a congenial home for large quantities of the finest trout that
can any where be found. At the outlet, a stream, sufficiently
large to operate a mill, is eonstantly discharged. This finds
its way to the sea, a distance of some eight or ten miles, over
8 bed of the same kind of sand and gravel as that of which the
shores of the ponds arc composed. Most of the way, the stream
is somewhat rapid, with occasional quiet pools, affording to the
trout a desirable and agreeable egress from the ponds to the
gea, whicli is their principal feeding-ground. Here they become
very fat, and attain an enormousz size, often weighing from
three to six pounds, and sometimes reaching eight or ten
pounds. No other trout in the market are considered equal
to them, or command so high a price. In their passage to and
fro, between the ponds, which are their place of residence, and
the sea, where they take their meals, the little river is alive
with them throughout its whole course, and the sport, thus
afforded to the fishermen, is indescribably fine. This fishery is
a perquisite of the tribe, and no other person is allowed to fizh
in the stream without a permit from the proper office r, for which
permit a fee of five dollars a day is required for each person.
The amount received from the sale of these permits varies from
one hundred and fifty to three hundred dollars a year.
Between the times of my first and second visit to the District,
two young men from a neighboring town obtained permits for
two days, during which time they caught over one hundred and
geventy pounds of these fine trout, realizing, at a low market
value, two or three times the amount paid for their permits.
The pickerel fishery, in the ponds, is also very good, and this,
too, is a souree of some revenue to the tribe. The herring
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fishery, during its season, is usually abundant, the river and
ponds being a favorite resort for them, and, though it
brings no public revenue, it is a source of some private
emolument, and furnishes a liberal supply of a favorite and
convanient article of provision, for the use of all the families
who choose to avail themselves of it, throughout the year.
The season of 1859 was as good as usual, though the run was
generally small at other places in that region.

The extensive traets of woodland, here, reaching into Sand-
wich and Barnstable, and perhaps into Plymouth, afford a home
and shelter to considerable numbers of deer, this being the only

place in the State, except perhaps Naushon Island, where they
have never been exterminated. The hunting of them has here-

tofore been a subject of legislative enactment, and, now that
the destruction of the wood by fire on so extensive a tract, has
circumseribed their rangs, and, in the same proportion increased
the facilities of the huntsman for pursuing them, it is much to
be feared, that, without some stringent statutory provision for
their protection, they will at no very distant day become extinct
in this region,

By the Act of 1854, conmstituting Marshpee a District, the
organization is similar to that of towns, the proprietors electing
their clerk, selectmen, (who are also overseers of the poor, sur-
vevors of highways, and school eommittee,) and one or more
constables, and voting the amount necessary for the support of
the poor and their medical attendance, the repair of highways,
the support of schools, and other necessary Distriet eharges.
These several officers have duties corresponding to those in towns,
In addition to these officers, it provided that there should be a
commissioner, appointed by the governor and council, who
must be a resident of Barnstable County, in the vicinity of the
District, whose duty it was * to exercise a careful supervision
over the affairs of said District ** and to preside at all meetings
of the proprietors, with the powers of modarator.  All rules and
regulations for the management of the public domain, and all
appropriations for any public purpose, must reeeive his sanction
to make them valid. By virtue of his office, he was treasurer
of the District, and of the Herring Pond Indians, and, as such,
was required to give bonds to the satisfaction of the governor
and council for the faithful performance of his trust. He was

a 2 it

also required to report annually to the governor and council,
for final settlement, an account of the receipts and disburse-
ments of the treasary, with his own charge for necessary services,
countersigned by the selectmen of the District, with their
approval or disapproval of the same. By the Act of 1853,
(chap. 186,) the office of Commissioner of Marshpee was abol-
ished, and the office of Treasurer of Marshpee was established,
to be also treasurer of the Herring Pond Indians, and he was
required annually to report to the governor and council for set-
tlement, an account of all rececipts and disbursements, to be
countersigned by the selectmen of Marshpee, and some person
appointed by the Herring Pond Indians for the purpose, with
their approval or disapproval of the same. By the same Act,
the District was authorized to choose iis own moderator, and to
select its own officers, for the performance of all the duties
heretofore devolving on the commissioner, so that it now enjoys
all the rights of towns, except that of representation and the
election of its treasurer.

The Act of 1842 empowers the proprietors to assess taxes for
the purposes of the District, but the provision is practically
nugatory, for the want of power to enforce their collection.
The experiment, when tried, has uiterly failed and had to be
abandoned. About one-half of the residents paid their taxes,
and the remainder refused or neglected to do it, and, as there
was no power to levy on the land and sell it for the taxes, there
was no remedy. When the public hearing was held at Marsh-
pee, a strong feeling prevailed in favor of a graut of the neces
sary power for this purpose. But it is not seen how it eould be
exercised, consistently with the settled policy of the State in
reference to the Indians, as, by existing laws, none of the terri-
tory can be alienated and pass into the hands of others than
proprietors, and there ars now, hundreds, if not thousands of
acres of land in the Distriet, which could be bought for a price
almost naominal, yet find na Pnrr!lmsﬂr_._ heranse sueh I:-rupriﬂ!.ﬂrﬁ
as are able to buy, already hold in severalty more land than
they have any occasion for. There would, consequently, be no
purchasers. If provision were made that others might become
purchasers, it would initiate a vital change in the policy of the
Stale, and lead to a gradual, but certain alienation of a consid-
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erable portion of the lands of the tribe, whose owners would,
probably, in that event, be thrown upon the public for support.

The organization of the Distriet has unngnesiionably been
advantageous to the tribe, in preparing them gradually for the
change which must eventually come, in their political relations,
when they shall be endowed with the rights of citizenship, with
the duties, responsibilities, and obligations it imposes. It took
away one ground of complaint, by enabling them, substantially,
to manage their own affairs. In the same way it encourages
their self-respect and adds to their feeling of individual respon-
sibility. Their town meetings are, to them, what such meetings
are to our country towns—schoels which bring into exercise
talents that otherwise might have lain dormant, and aid in
better preparing them for gther responsible duties. It is said
that at some of the town meetings, the discussions are very ani-
mated, and are marked by considerable ability. At the public
hearing given by the Commissioner at this place, the debates on
ilie subjects introduced were as well conducted as similar de-
bates are in any of our towns, and some of the speakers
scequitted themselves very ereditably. One of them, in partie-
ular, evinced much native humor and a fertility and aptness
of illustration rarely equalled, indicating natural talents, that,
with the advantages of an education, would have gualified him
to shine in any station of life.

The cxpenditures of the District are, for the support of the
poor, of the schools, and the highways, the pay of public
officers, the treasurer's salary, and contingent expenses. These
amounted, for the year ending September 30, 1858, to $2,398.02,
but, in this amount is included between #7000 and 8800 for
making new county roads through the District, the most of
which ecxzpense was refunded by the State. The number of
paupers in the Distriet, dependent for their entire support, is
seven, of whom three are State paupers, for whose support the
District received in 1859 #189.85. The annnal payments by
the State, for the support of State paupers, for the last eleven
years, have been as follows :—

1861. ] SENATE—No. Y6, 53
1849, . : . 8389 T5 | 1856, - ' . 3212 00
1850, . ’ . 209 45| 1857, R ‘ . 117 00
1851, . : . 247 6D | 1858, . : . 147 18
1852, ; . . 436 62| 1859, ; > . 189 85
1853, . : . 426 52 —_—
1854, : " . 392 00 $3,131 90
1855, . . . 273 84

The average amount for the eleven years has been $284.72,
For the six years preceding 1849, the average payment by the
State for the same purpose was $359.24, while, for the six years
last past the average has been only $187.97, or but a trifle more
than one-half the average of the former period. The annual
expense of the paupers of the Distriet including payments for
those who receive assistance as well as those requiring entire
support, is about 400 per anoum.

For the support of the schools of the Distriet, formerly, $100
& year was appropriated from thie school fund and 360 a year
additional was received, as the interest of 31,000, which was
set apart as the District’'s portion of the surplus revenue,
making, in all, §160 a year. Bat, in 1856, the legislature
added §165 a year to the amount, on condition that the District
should appropriate $75, and thus make the whele up to $400 a
year. This has been done by the District, so that the average
annual length of the two schools is about eight months. A
marked improvement has resulted from this increased appropri-
ation, in the characier of the schools and in the interest mani-
fested in their suceess ; an interest which, if properly sustained,
promizes most beneficial results in the future. The people are
now anxious for increased advantages of this kind, and
instructed the undersigned Commissioner, through their com-
mittee, to ask, on their behalf, an additional appropriation from
the school fund of seventy-five dollars & year, on the condition
that they will add twenty-five dollars a year, and thus make up
the full sum applicable to the support of their schools, to five
lhundred dollars a year. This would give them about ten
months schooling ; and when it is considered that a great por-
tion of the children are obliged to leave the schools as soon as
they get to an age which makes their services valuable, in
obtaining the means of support for themselves and the familics
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to which they belong, it seems very desirable, that, during the
short period of their school life, they should have the oppor-
tanity of attending school as large a portion of the time, as is
gonsistent with a sound and healthy physical development. The
schools are now in good eondition, compared with what they
were formerly, and the average attendance is about 80 per cent.
af the whole number of scholars, which, considering the tender
age of many of them, and the great distance that a portion of
them have to travel, to reach the school, may be considered
very good. The school in the North District, the past year,
(18569,) was kept by Miss Ann Fallon, who appears every way
competent to the situation, and manifests a landable interest in
the improvement of those under her charge. The visit of your
Commissioner to the school was guite satisfactory to him. He
did not have the opportunity of visiting the school in the
Sonth District, whieh was taught during the last summer by
Miss Nellie C. Davis, but he had a satisfactory report of its
eondition. The state of advaneement of the pupils in these
schools, will not, of course, bear comparison with the district
schools in our towns. The time has not yet come for that, but,
considering the former low state of education in the Distriet,
aod the disadvantages under which they labor in the want of
instruction at home and of association with educated people,
with others incident to their peculiar condition, the progress is
gach as to give canse for hopeful anticipations for the future;
and the Commissioner iz decidedly of the opinion, that, if the
additional amount asked for by the District can be appropriated
from the school fund, without essential detriment to other public
interests, on the conditions on which it is asked, it will be a
good expenditure of the money.

For the support of publie worship, no expenditare is required
from the funds of the District, except for incidental and con-
tingent expenses, the salary of the missionary laboring among
them being paid from the income of the * Williams Fund ** for
the evangelization of the Indians, in charge of Harvard College.
Formerly a minister was settled here, with whom, theologically,
the inhabitants did not agree, and this led, gradually, to alien-
ation of feeling, and personal bitterness between them. The
eonsequence was an almost entire abandonment by the people,
of attendance on his services, ending, finally,in a lawsuit,

which was settled by a eompromise in 1849, and, sinee that
time, they have enjoyed the privilege of selecting tlieir own
spiritual adviser and guide. The RHev. Daniel Hawley is now
ministeridg among them, to apparent satisfaction. He has been
with them for one year, and has been re-engaged f{or the present
year." He manifests a commendable interest in the spiritual
and tempo al welfare of his charge, but the habit of neglecting
or omitting the attendance on religious services, which grew up
during the difficulties with a former pastor, had become
chronic, and it will probably take some time longer, vet,
entirely to overcome it. Yet an increased interest is manifested
in religious concerns, and a great improvement, in this respect,
is conceded to have taken place within the last fifteen or twenty
years, an improvement which may be continued and accelerated
by the patient and faithful services of a self-sacrificing pastor.
For such a one, this is a promising field of labor, a field where
not the Sabbath aloné may be profitably employed, but every
day of the week, in advice, example, and encouragement, in
secular as well as religious affairs, Ignoranee, poverly, and
waut, are favorable neither to morality nor religion, and, with
such a people as this, every improvement in their social condi-
tion, and every advanes in knowledge, whether in literaturae,
science, art, or domestic economy, prepares them for the more
ready reception of the vital truths of religion, and qualifies them
the better for the discharge of the duties devolving on them, as
moral and accountable beings. Especially is the inculeation of
industrious habits important, and he who will manags to interest
them more in the pursuit of their avocations, who will teach them
o0 to diversily their pursuits as to make them productive, and thus
render them agreeable and attractive, will confer a favor on them,
the extent and value of which can hardly be appreciated. There
is nothing which strikes a stranger, visiting the District, with
more force, than the want, among many of the people, of habits of
patient, persevering, well-directed industry, and he who should
effect a change in this respect, would be a public benefactor.

It should have been stated that the family of the missionary
oecupy the parsonage belonging to the District, connected with
which, is about three acres of pretty good land under cultiva-

* 1850, He continued with them through the year 18060,
-]



oy ALVETEAINED LR M RATEIIRLSEE LS RTAD A L EFe Lll.l.-l.l.nl.l.!

tion. The meeting-house of the District is a neat building,
gufficiently capacious for the accommodation of the people, and,
by the bounty of the State was put in good repairin 1855. It
is beautifully situated in a fine grove, where the lahd slopes
gently to the south and west, on one of the most prominent
alevations in the District, commanding a good view of the
adjacent country. The secluded situation, at some distance
from any human dwelling, with no external sound but the
rustling of the foliage in the breeze, the choral song of the
feathered songsters, and, perhaps the distant roar of the ocean,
is well calculated to inspire a religious and devotional feeling.*®

The resources of the District from which to meet their expen-
ditures, are, $325 from school fund and surplus revenue,
toward the support of the schools; interest on the fund created
by the sale of the wood on the parsonage lot, so called, which
now amounts to about $120 ; fisheries, about $200, and rent of
meadows, about ¥100. Aside from somie other trifling occa-
sional receipts, this is all the regular income that can be relied
on, and whatever this falls short of mesting the expenditures,
has to be taken from the prineipal of the fund. The amount
of the expenditures for the year ending the 30th of September
last, has already been stated at $2,398.02, including the amount
paid for new roads. After dedueting the amount reeeived for
school money, and #715, received of the State, on account of
the new roads, the whole revenue of the District was insufficient
by the sum of $677.04 to meet the expenditure, and that
amount had to be taken from the principal of the fund and
diminished it to that extent. At this rate,in less than four
years more, the fund will be exhausted. When that is gone,
there was formerly a prospect that its place might be supplied,
io a considerable extent, at least, from the weod growing upon
the common lands. There was a good growth again coming on,
upon the parsonage lot, besides what stood upon the other com-
mon lands, but the great fires of the last season have nearly
destroyed it all.

* Sinee this was written, during the year 1560, the Sabbath School Library
of the District has been largely increased by domations from the Baptist
friends of this people, in Baoston, through the influence of a DBoston lady who
visited them, and interceted herself in their Sabbash schools.
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The tabular list, herewith presented (see Appendix, A) gives,
in addition to the quantity of land held by the respective pro-
prietors in severalty, a valuation thereof, with the improvements,
and a valuation, also, of such personal property as is hald by
them, respeetively, beyond what is exempted by law from
attachment. This valuation was very carefully made, and, it is
believed, presents a fair estimate of the value of property held
by individuals in the District, to which, if the public property
be added, will present the following aggregate of the value of
all the property of the District :—

Value of 10,171 acres of land held in severalty, with the im-
provements thereon, . ; : . . . 67,056 00
Value of personal property . . . o . 3,008 00
“  of 2,800} acres held in common, . . . 9,202 00
« o« 450 « o«  «  (parsonage). 2,250 00

i w6 R0 i i “  (eedar swamp) 1,000 00
& @« 150 ¢ salt and fresh meadows, . 2,250 00
£85 355 00

Public property, $14,702 ; private property, $70,653.

This valuation would have been considered a low one, two or
three years since, before the devastating fires had swept over
the District; but it is higher than the property would probably
sell for, now, if put into the market.,* This value, then, must
be considered prospective rather than actual, to be enhanced as
the wood again grows up. The amount of land held in sever-
alty, gives an average of nearly one hundred and ten acres to
each of the ninety-three families of the Distriet, which, to those
residing in sections of the State, where the soil is fertile, and
valuable for cultivation, would seem to place them in very com-
fortable circumstances. DBut it must be remembered that most
of this land is of no value, exeept for the wood it produees ; that
the wood is of very slow growth, and that nearly all of it bas
just been burnt off, so that a long time must elapse befors it

* By this, is meant, if put into the market, with eompetition open to every-
body. If put up at anction with the existing restriction, that none but pro-
prietors of the District could be purchasers, much of this land would hardly
bring enough to pay the auctioneer’s fee.
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will again yield any income, A better estimate of their condi-
tion may be made, by considering that the whole value of the
real estate held by individuals in the District, averages only the
nominal sum of seven hundred and seventy dollars to a family,
including buildings and all improvements, and that a consider-
able portion, even, of this amount, is in laud that will yield no
income whatever, for nearly, or quite twenty years. But, the
real poverty of the people is more strikingly evineed, by the
fact, that the whole personal property of the District, saving
such necessary articles as the law exempts from attachment,
throughout the State, averages only about forty dollars to each
family. In this almost entire absence of material prosperity,
we cannot reasonably look for much social advancement. And,
it is an undoubted fact, that there has been very little improve-
ment, either socially or morally, in the District, within the last
ten years. In the northern part, there has been some progress
in thesa respects, while the central and southern portions have
remained nearly or quite stationary, except in one or two
instances.

The stock kept in the District, the value of which is included
in thoe estimate of the value of the personal property, consists
of eight horses, twenty-four oxen, twenty cows, thirty-four
young cattle, fifty-five swine, and six sheep, being an increase,
in the last eleven years, of two-horned cattle and twelve swine,
and a diminution of eight horses, and thirteen sheep, The
diminution of the horses has probably been in consequenee of
the destruction of their wood, being no longer required to carry
it to market.

The amount paid from the State treasury for the last eleven
years for the support of paupers, has already been stated. As
the Distriet supports its own paupers, and, as this money was
paid for the support of State paupers, who happened to be
residing there, it is not properly chargeable to the District.
The amount drawn from the school fund, for the use of schools
in the District, has also been stated. The payments by the
State for other purposes in the Distriet, during the same time,
are as follows :—
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1852, for parsonage house, .« . %600 00
1853, for repair of meeting-house, ) . H00 00
1854, further sum for the same, . ; . 350 00
1855—4, for repairing school-houses, . . 525 00
1859, for new roads and bridge, . . . 715 00

$2,690 00

One of the county commissioners for the county of Darnsta-
ble has called the attention of the Commissioner to the suhject
of the expenditures of the county, incurred for the making of
roads in Marshpee, and for the expenses of criminals belonging
to that District.* The copious extract from his letter, contained
in the anunexed note, fully explains the ground of complaint,

* A letter from FEdward W. Ewer, Esq., the county commissioner referred
to, says: * Since I saw you I have been constantly engaged, so that I present
yon with general, only, rather than specific results in our accounts with the
District of Marshpee, First, the road commenving near Solomon Attaquin's
and ronning past the school-honse in the North Distriet, and which is purely
local in its advantages, cost the county (land dawmages and fenving) 82742 ,
Becond, the road passing near the meeting-houge and extending to Waquait
Mille iz of more general utility, and cost the county for construction 3610.
There was no land damage or fence to pay for on this road. Total for roads
daring the last year, exclusive of commissioners’ bills, sheriffs’ services, cleric’s
feus, advertising, &c., 888423, which the State has becn petitioned to refund
to the county, =

# The expenses at the jail for board of prisoners during the year 1857 were
$1,002, of which B52 was for natives and residents of Marshpee, and about as
much more on account of prisoners, whose ¢rimes, but for their contact with
this, unfortunately, weaker race, had pever been committed. In 1838 the
whole expense at the jail at Barnstable was $1,226, of which 3950.00 was for
Marshpeeans, with the same allowance as above to Marshpee, as the procuring
canse. Thaos, about 8 per cent. of the cost of boarding prisoners at bar is
directly referable, and twice that number indirectly, to our contiguity to the
District. This does net look so large ae it would when we congider that, proba-
bly, aboat the same proportion of our ¢riminal costs, so far as they are paid by
the county, of the expense of constructing amd maintaining county buildings
&e., is charpeable to the same source, and this, too, when the State has assumed
the pmardianship and suppart of this race.

“We have a jail in Provincetown for that and the adjeining town of Trove,
the expense of which, T think, is less than for the District of Marshpee alome.
We consider our case anomalous. We do not object to bearing our full pro-
portion of public burdens. Do we not, in your opinion, have to bear more ?
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and, as the subject has been brought by the county before the
legislature, the Comimissioner has not felt bound to make any
investigation of the matter ; but be feels at liberty to say, that
the question is one, which appears to have another side to it,
and that he does not consider it quite clear that the county is
entitled to remuneration from the State, for alf the expense it
may be subjected to, by the incident of having this tribe within
its limits. That incident is one for which the State is not
responsible. The Indians are in their own home, their own,
by the strongest and most sacred of rights, original and unin-
terrupted possession, and the puaranty of the State added
thereto. The adjacent and surrounding country was settled by
the whites with a full knowledge of the existence of this inci-
dent, and of the liabilities to which they woyld be subjected by
its oxistence. The interference of the State has been purely
of a beneficent character, advantageous both to the Indians and
the surrounding population, and therefore imposing no new
obligations on itself, to protect the latter from any of the ineon-
veniences incident to their proximity to the former. Had the
State omitted its guardianship of the Indians, their property
would have been squandered, they would have commingled with
the other population of the county, pauperism among them
would have greatly increased, and the concomitant evils, from
which the people of the county are now exempt, would then
have fallen upen them, without any shadew of a claim on the
State for relief. The amount of c¢rime, in that contin-
gency, and the consequent expenses of its suppression and
punishment, would, in all probability, have been at least as
great as they are now, yet mo one would think the county
entitled to relief from the State. The presence of the Indians
in the county may be a disadvantage to the other inhabitants ;
but all localities have their peculiar accompanying advantages
and disadvantages, and when the government of the State
undertakes to equalize these, it depavts from the legitimate
purposes of its institution,

In drawing toward a conelusion, we have to lament that a
more favorable aceount could not be given of this, the largest
community of the descendants of our aborigines in the State.
Here, wider extremes are found than in almest any of the other
tribes in the State. A portion of the population are indusirious,
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frugal, and moral, with some among them who are earnest in
their aspirations and endeavors for a higher and better state of
things in their tribe. Others are idle, improvident, and, to a
greater or less extent, immoral, and some among them are
living in a state of more wretched poverty and degradation than
are to be found in any other tribe, with a very few exceptions.
The circumstances of the southern portions of the District are
peculiarly unfavorable for progress. It lies between two hays,
which project inward, and eut them off from communication
with others, on either side. The natural poverty of the soil,
and this comparative isolation precludes them from obtaining
profitable employment at home, and almost inevitably drives the
men to a seafaring life, as a means of subsistence. In that life,
habits, uncongenial to steady application and industry in other
pursuits, and to thrift in any avocation, are acquired, while
their families are left at home, too often neglected and uncared
for, to get along as best they may. Here, away from the
avenues of public travel and intercourse, aside from the exeite-
ments of business or pleasure, without the incitements to effort,
which are indueed by the contact of refined and polished so-
eiety, it is very natural for them to subside into a listless and
apathetic state, careless for almost any thing beyond the supply of
absolute physieal wants, for the time being. BSuch, substan-
tially, has been the effect of the combination of circumstances
in which they are involved. But there is still hope for the
future. The steady, though somewhat slow progress of temper-
ance principles and practice, the consequent improvement, in
some instances, in their economical and social eondition, and
especially the increased interest manifested in the proper educa-
tion of their children, all afford ground for encouragement.

In the existing state of things, in the District, it must be
obvious that this tribe is not prepared to assume the responsibili-
ties of citizenship. To foree this eondition upon them, with the
conseguent withdrawal of the guardianship of the State, would
infliet a wrong, and would be a violation of the implied faith of
the State—implied by its former action, which is equivalent to
a pledge, that, so long as they desire the special proteetion of
the State, and it chall be necessary to prepare them for the
struggle of life in open and free competition with others, it shall
nol be withheld from them. Nothing but the demand of citizen-
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ship, with its privileges and responsibilities, by the Indians
themselves, as a right they are desirous of possessing, would
justify the extending of it to them. And it is satisfactory to
know, that the Indians take a correct view of the matter. At
the public hearing, given at Marshpee, the question was brought
up for considerntion, One of the first speakers, a foreigner,®
who married a woman of the tribe, and who has resided but a
short time in the District, near the border, among the better
conditioned and more intelligent portion of the inhabitants, ad-
vocated the application to the legislature for the extension of
the right to them, but after a full and free discussion, the vote
was unanimous in favor of remaining as they are, the individual
who had spoken on the other side voting with the rest.

A committee was appointed at the public hearing, to consider
the wants of the District, and to report thereon to me. In
their report, they request me to ask three things of the legis-
lature, on their behalf,} viz.:

1. That authority be given, by law, to the District to nomi-
nate their own treasurer, subject, of course, to the confirmation
of the governor and council.

2. That an addition of seventy-five dollars be made to the
' annual appropriation from the school fund, for the benefit of
their schools, on condition that they add twenty-five dollars
additional to it, so es to raise the amount annually expended
for their schools from four hundred to five hundred dollars.

3. That they be empowered to elect a delegate to represent
them in the legislature.

Superficially examined, there is much plausibility in the firsé
of these requests. The youth of fouricen, who is left without
a parent, is permitted to choose his own guardian, subject to
the approval of the judge of probate; and why should not this
community be allowed the same privilege, in relation to their
treasurer, who, so far as the keeping of their funds is conesrned,
it is held, is a guasi guardian, under another name. If the
same principles were involved in both cases, there would seem
10 be no good reason why the tribe should not have the privi-

* This word is used in the Indian sense, to imply any one not a native of
the plantation, or of ¢ne of the kindred tribes.

t See Appendix, B.
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lege they ask. But they are not. In the case of the ward, who
chooses liis own guardian, the State has no interest other than
that it has in the welfare of every other citizen of the State.
The only duty that the guardian, as such, owes to the State is
to protect the rights and guard the interests of his ward. But,
in this case, the Marshpee District has not the means of pro-
viding, to the full extent, for its public charges, such as main-
taining its poor, building and repairing its highways, supporting
its schools, &c., and whatever deficiency there may be, in meeting
these exigencies, the State provides for. It has, therefore, a
direct interest in the safety of the funds of the District, and
has virtually taken them into its own keeping, and thus become
responsible for them. While, in a spirit of just]liberality, it
has relieved the District of the restraints formerly imposed on
it, and conceded to it the right to elect its own officers, to
manage its own public affairs, and to have control of all expen-
ditures of money for such purposes, it has interposed its own
authority only for the security of their funds from the danger
of loss, to which all public moneys are so peculiarly exposed,
and to which, from the circumstances of the case, those of the
District would be more liable than most others. Having
assumed this responsibility for the safe keeping of the funds, it
is most obviously proper, that it should be unrestrained in the
selection of the treasurer by whom that duty is to be performed.
He is the officer of the State, and not of the tribe, and, if the
view here taken is correet, it is the State and not the tribe that
i to be affected, favorably or unfavorably, as this officer shall
perform his duties with fidelity or otherwise. This being so,
the appointment should obviously proceed from the party whose
interest he represents. He should feel that he is the officer of
the State, and not dependent on the proprietors of the District
for the place he holds.

With this view of the gquestion, I cannot recommend ihe
change that is asked for. In the exercise of the duty which
devolves on the governor, in making the appointment, there is
no reason to fear that he will ever needlessly wound the sensi-
bilities of the propriefors, or that he will not lend a patient ear
to any representations they may make on the subject, and give
them a candid consideration.

]
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The request for an addition to the school money of the Dis-
trict has already been favorably noticed, but I cannot let the
opporiunity pass, without again urging its faverable considera-
tion on the legislature. The establishment of permanent sehools
in both seetions of the District, with only the necessary vaca-
tions, usual in such schools, under the charge of suitable

teachers, would be a great blessing to the tribe; and I look -

upon it as one of the most effective agencies at our command,
for its regeneration.” .

The third request involves considerations less vital than the
eocond, and it is, therefors, much less important how it may be
determined. Some advantages would undoubtedly be secured
by granting it. It wounld give to the members of the tribe a
more general interest in the affairs of the State, and conduce to
their political education, preparatory to the time when they
may be required to assume the duties of citizenship. It would
afford a healthy stimulus to the people, to gualify themselves,
by intelligence and moral worth, for the office of delegate. The
delegate would carry back from the legislature an amount of
information and a general influence, that would not fail of
being useful to the tribe, and the legislature itself would secure
a gouree of information on matters pertaining to the Indians,
in such a delegate, not readily accessible in any other mode. 1
would therefore commend the request to the candid considera-
tion and sound judgment of the legislature. It is understood
that the applicants would be satisfied with a biennial or éven a
triennial representation, and it will be understood of course,
that, if allowed a delegate, he could have no right to vote.

I would here acknowledge the obligations I am under to
Hon. Charles Marston, Treasurer of Marshpee, for the patience
with which he has submitted to the protracted interrogating, to
which T have had occasion to subject him, relative to the inhab-
itants and affairs of the District, and for the promptness and
uniform courtesy with which he has responded to my inquiries,
and which have marked his whole intercourse with me, the more

1t may not be inappropriate to say that my views, as here expressed, in
favor of the proposed appropriation, and in relation to the importance of
increased facilities for the edneation of the children of the tribe, have roceived
the full soncurrence of the trensorer of the District, to whom they have been
submitled.

grateful, because it contrasts favorably with my experience in
some other quarters. To Solomon Attaquin, one of the select-
men of Marshpee, for 1859, I am also under particular obliga-
tions, for the cheerful and ready aid he has afforded, and for
the large amount of desirable information he has communicated.
1 If the District had a few more men, combining in each, his
intelligence, probity, and general character, we might look’
hopefully for its future progress in the right direction.

HERRING POND INDIANS.

This tribe is located on the east side of Herring Pond, on a
neck of land lying between that pond and Cape Cod Bay, the
territory being chiefly in the south-easterly part of Plymouth,
but & small portion of it is in the northerly part of Sandwich;
the nearest convenient point of access io it being from the rail-
road station at North SBandwich. The whole number of the
tribe, excluding women who have married and live with their
husbands in other tribes, is sixty-seven.*

Number of families, ; , ; . . ‘ . 19
Males, . . - F , . P 3 . 81
Females, . ; ‘ ‘ 4 ; : ’ . 36

— 67

Natives, including those who were born in other tribes
but married and live on the plantation, . . . B2

Foreigners, . . . . N » . . 5
Under 5 years of nge, . ; . ; ; i 9
From 5 to 10 years of age, . . . ; . 5

10 to 21 yearsof age, . . . . . 12

21 to 50 years of ags, . ; ’ ’ . 32

50 to T0 years of aga.. ; 3 y ” . 8
Of 70 and over, . " ; P . . 1

— 67

The mortality in this tribe, within a few years past, has been
remarkably great, exceeding, even that at Christiantown and
Chappequiddick, already referred to. Of fifty-five persons
returned by the commissioners as belonging to the tribe in

* Having homes on the plantation, forty-five, residents elsewhere, twenty-two.
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1849, twenty® are now dead, making a mortality of more than
one-third, in the short space of eleven years—a rate, which, if
continued would soon make the tribe extinet. This does not,
of course include the deaths that have occurred among those
who have been born within that period. During that time,
there have been only ten births of children who are now living,
50 that there has been a reduction of ten in the number of
residents, and but for the additions which have been made to
the preseunt return, including three families which do not reside
on the plantation, and a few that were aceidentally omitted in
the former return, it would show an actual reduetion in the
number of the tribe, to that extent. Only four of the deaths
were of persons who were of 50 years of age and over, in 1849,
and onc only under 10 ycars of age—two periods of lifs that
usually show the greatest number of deaths.t Whatever the
causes of such great mortality may have been, it is hoped they
are not such as are permanent in their character.

The territory of this tribe is mostly light and sandy, and of
little wvalue for cultivation. In 1850, by virtue of a Resolve
of the legislature, about 1,800 acres of it was divided among
the inhabitants, by whom it is now held in severalty, as will be

* The whole mortality of residents of the District, including children, during
the eleven years, was tweniy-five fram the following causes, viz. :—

Consumption, . 5 : ; . & = . P |
0Old age, . s s P e oa s . ' .
Drowned, . . . . . . . . . .
Infaptile, . . . . . .
Bmallpex, . . .« <« « + & & =
Dukown,. . . . . .+ . . . .

LE e i S

—25
being equal to one-half of the average population of the plantation during
that time, the whole number in 1840 being filty-five, and at the present time
forty-five, averaging just fifty. The number of deaths of members of the
tribe not residing on the plantation ia not known, The mortality by con-
sumption is mest extraordinary, amounting, as will be seen, to more than one-
fourth of the whele population, in the short period of eleven years.

t The report of the commissioners, made in 154D, says: * The Mrs. Fletcher,
Blackwell, Gardner, and Bartlett, [they might have added, Conet, also,] are
ssters from Yaemouth, of the maiden name of Lindzay. The families, in
which they are wives and mothers, comprise twenty-four individuals, nearly
half the tribe; and their condition elevates, very mueh, the average of the
intelligence of the tribe.” It is a melancholy fact to record, that these women,
thas justly eulogized, have all gone, to swell the numbers of those, whose deaths
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seen by the accompanying return. The remainder—about
1,200 acres—remains in common and is at present unproduc-
tive of income. It was formerly covered with wood, which has
all been cut off, and, being pitch pine land, none of the new
growth has attained sufficient size for cutting, nor will it for
some time to come, as a fire ran over the portion of it on which
was the largest growth, a few years since, and destroyed the
wood which was nearly large enough to cut.

The people at Herring Fond have no municipal organization.
They are in the practice, however, of meeting together and
consulting in relation to their affairs, much the same as if they
were regularly organized. They make their wishes known to
their treasurer, with whom they appear to have a good under-
standing, and between him and them, the confidence and satis-
faction appear to be mutual, The resources of the tribe, aside
from the common land, not now produetive, econsist in a fund
created by the sale of the wood on their land, which amounted,
aceording to the recent report of the treasurer, to $8,179.46, on
the 30th of September, 1858, and to $7,604.63 on the 30th of
September, 1859, last past, showing an excess of expenditure
over the income of the fund, in one year, of 8374.83. BSuach an
excess, if continued, will, in a few years, absorh the whole fund,
and leave the tribe without resources for public purposes, other
than is derived from the growth of wood on the common land,
which, there is no reason to believe, will make good the defi-
cieney, or afford an adequate revenue for the future, unless the
present rate of expenditure is quickly and largely redueced.
Whether such reduction, so greatly to be desired, ean be effected
to an extent that will give satisfactory assurance of sufficient
provision for the future, must be left to the wisdom, firmness,
and concerted action of the ireasurer and people. And the
sugrestion is worthy of consideration, that it is a dictate of a
no more than reasonable prudence, for them to hushand their
resourees against the oecurrence of that more than possible con-
tingency, when the State may think it best to withhold from

* By the treasuver's report of Sept. 30, 1380, it appears that the State paid
during the last year 300 towards the repairs on the missionary house, and
that the balanee of the lund on hand, si the date of the repori, was §7,703.43,
and that the aetual expenditure for the year preceding that date, was §150.20
more than the income of the fund,



them any aid, other than such as is afforded to all the indigent
inbabitants of the Commonwealth.

The expenditures of the tribe are, for the support of the poor,
in sickness and in health ; for the salary of their physician, who
receives a fixed anuoual stipend of $40 for his services ; for
repairs, &e., on meeting-house and mission-house ; for funeral
expenses ; for tuition of children in the publie schools; for a
portion of the missionary’s salary; and 350 a year for the ser-
viees of the treasurer; beside some other contingent expenses;
a full account of all which will be found in the annual reports
of the treasurer.

The moral and social condition of this tribeis at least as good
as that of any other in the State. The people are generally
temperate and industrious. Formerly, one of them was intem-
perate and some others were addicted more or less to drinking
habits, but they all appear to have reformed in that respect.
Though not possessed of much property individually, they are
mostly above the condition of suffering and want, and what poor
they have are comfortably provided for. Soecially, there has heen
a great improvement within the last twenty years, and the im-
provement still continues. Their dwellings are comfortable and
decent, and generally have an appearanee of neatness and order.

Their eduecational privileges are the same as those of the other
children in the vicinity, with whom they attend the public
schools, in the towms in which they reside. The average
attendance of the children is about 80 per cent. of the whole
number. They receive an annual allowance from the school
fund of the State, and any deficiency, to meet the expense of
schooling, is taken from the fund of the tribe. They are pro-
vided with a good meeting-house, and have the regular services
of a missionary, employed by the year, at a salary of $300, of
which $200 is contributed from the inecome of the Williams fund
in Harvard College, and the other 100 is paid from the fund
of the tribe.

Of those whose homes are on the plantation, eight are seamen,
one is a carpenter, one a barber, and the rest of the males are
farmers and laborers. Of those who reside elsewhere, two are
barbers, one a shoemaker, one & seaman, and the occupations of
the others are unknown. Most of those residing away, will
probably never return to the plantation. Two families of these
are in California, another bas been in Nantucket more than
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forty years, and amother is settled in mechanical business in
New Bedford.

In concluding this brief review of the eondition of the Her-
ring Pond tribe, the Commissioner can see no good reason for
changing its relations to the State. Its relative condition, as
compared with former years, though not all that could be
desired, is satisfactory, as showing a steady progress in the
march of improvement, with a reasonable assurance of its con-
tinuance. With the faithful services of a competent and conseci.
entious missionary, the careful supervision of the Commissioner,
the eontinued encouragement of edueation by annual appropria-
tions from the school fund, and the other moral and social
influences which may be brought to bear upon them, we may
hope, that, at no very distant day, they may be in a condition
safely to be intrusted with the entire management of their own
affairs, and to be placed on'the same footing as all other citi.
gens of the Commonwealth, entitled to share their rights and
privileges, and charged with their responsibilities and duties.
But, at the present time, sueh an experiment, it is believed,
would prove a disastrous failure, sacrificing the best interests
of the tribe, and imposing new burdeus on the State or portions
thereof. The provision, recommended to be made in the gen-
eral Report, by which individuals who choose, may come into
possession of the rights of citizenship, is all, it is believed, that
good policy or justice require to be done for the present.

NATICK INDIANS.

Of all the tribes which held reservations, and were placed
under guardianship by the State, the Natick Tribe is nearest
extinct. There are, scattering about the State, and com-
mingled with other tribes, particularly the Hassanamiscoes,
those who can trace descent back to the Naticks, but of those
who" claim, now, to belong to the tribe, only two families
remain, and one of these is descended equally from the Naticks
and the Hassanamiscoes. Their whole number is twelve, vig.:

Families, . - A T
Males, . s : " ’ . . 't
Females, . . . . . . 3 5
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Under 5 years of age, g 4 2 ; 1
From &5 to 10 years of age, . : . 1

10 to 21 years of age, . . « B

21 to 50 years of age, . : . 4
Over 50 years of age, . . . 1 12

This tribe has no common lands. The last of their reserva-
tion was sold under a Resolve of the legislature, of ihe 4th of
March, 1828, and the amount arising from the sale was received
by the guardian, and constitutes a fund, from which payments
hare been made, as were needed, for relieving the wants of
members of the tribe. The fund amounted in 1838 to
$1,226.88, in 1849 to $1,291.13, and, in 1859, to $1,122.11, as
appears by the guardian’s report of this year. The guardian
allows six per cent. interest on the fund, and charges a com-
mission of two per cent. for having the charge of it.

The originel Resolve, authorizing the appointment of a
guardian, was passed February 27, 1210. This anthority was
renewed by the Resolve of June 11, 15814, which Resolve also
required that ““ the guardian, thus appointed, shall be held to
render an account, annually, to the governor and ¢ouneil.”
Another Resolve of February 13, 1819, authorizes the guard-
ians “ to expend and appropriate, under the direction of the
ouverseers of the poor of said town, all, or any part of the funds
in their hands, belonging to said tribe; and a eortificate, under
the hands of said overseers, of the expenditure and appropria-
tion of said funds, shall be a sufficient voucher in the hands of
said guardians, in the settlement of their aecounts, as such.”
From a misapprehension of his duties, a former gunardian
omitted to render the required annual account to the governor
and council, but the present gmardian, Hon. John W. Bacon,
has conformed to the legal requisition in this respect. Whether
he has also conformed to the requisition to make his expendi-
tures under the direction of the overseers of the poor of the
town, and obtained their certificates, as vouchers of his accounts,
does not appear from the report. There is no reason, however,
so far as appears, to suppose that the fund has not been judi-
ciously managed, and the subject would not have been alluded
to, but for the irregularities which have prevailed in the man-
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agement of Indian affairs elsewhere, through which, the fands
have been wasted and lost.

With the diminished numbers claiming to belong to this

tribe, no sufficient reason can be perceived for continuing the
guardianship. As there are but two families, it would seem
Jjust that the remaining fund should be equally divided and so
invested as to give the benefit of a moiety thereof to each
family. The overseers of the poor in the towns where they
reside, would unquestionably be willing to take charge of the
fund, in their official eapacity, and thus save the expense of the
guardianship—a sum, whiech, though small in itself, is yet an
object of some importance to the poor and needy. If the fund
could be so applied, as to secure to each of the families a per-
manent home, to be held in frust for their benefit, it would
eonfer a blessing on them, and be likely to stimulate them to
renewed efforts to obtain a comfortable and respectable liveli-
hood. Sheuld it be placed in the hands of the overseers of the
poor of the towns, they would be able to judge whether such
investment would not be the best that could be made of it.
The fund thus disposed of, there would be nothing in the way
of placing this remnant of a tribe on the same legal footing
with all other citizens of the State.
. There are a few other individuals, descended from this tribe,
but who consider themselves as belonging to another tribe, into
which, the ancestor belonging to Natick intermarried. There
are some others, who claim to be of the Natick Tribe, but the
claim appears to have no foundation other than that one of their
ancestors formerly resided in Natick, but it is believed that he
never was supposed to belong to the tribe,

PUNKAPOG INDIANS.

The Punkapog Tribe of Indians were formerly proprietors of

- a tract of land in Canton, Norfolk County, containing five thou-

sand acres, which was granted them by the general court.
None of this property now remains in their possession. The
last of it was sold by the guardian, about twenty years since,
in pursuance of a Resolve of the legislature. The full-blood
Indians of the tribe are all extinct. Their descendants, who,
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like those of all the other tribes in the State, are of various
grades of mixture, of Indian, white, and negro blood, number,

g0 far as is ascertained, one hundred and seventeen persons, as
follows -

Families, . . . ; ” : ; . 31
Males, . . . i v * , 0B
Females, . . . ; " . . 64

— 117
Natives, . . = A ‘ . ; . 103
Foreigners, . . . “ A . . 14

Under 5 years of age & ome @
Of 5 to 10 vears of age, . . : « 11

10 to 21 years of age, . ; . . 23
21 to 50 years of age, . . . . o2
50 to T0 years of age, . . . . 13
T0, and over, : . : : : I8
— 117

The two who are over 70 years of age are Rebeckah Davis,
aged 71, and Mary Roby, aged 85. Included in the above one
hundred and seventeen, are about fourteen persoms of other
races, who have intermarried with members of the tribe. The
greater facilities for procuring employment and obtaining a
living in and about Boston, and at other places, had gradually
drawn away a considerable portion of the tribe, and there being
no registration of it, an impression had become prevalent, that
the tribe was nearly extinet. Only thirty-one of its members
now reside in Canton, and of these some five or six are of other
races. The commissioners’ report, in 1849, put the whole num-
ber of the tribe at ten—four males and six females ; and the
guardian’s report, in 1857, says: ‘* The Punkapeg Tribe of
Indians is nearly extinet ; only some fifteen or twenty, and those
mostly of mixed blood, remain.” It now appears that there are
over one hundred, without including those of other races, inter-
married with the tribe, and it is probable that there are others
not yet ascertained. This lack of reliable statistics prevents the
making of any comparison of the present number with what it
has been at former periods, so as to show whether the tribe is
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inereasing or diminishing. There are instances, however, of
great meortality, similar to those which have prevailed in some
of the other tribes. One of these occurred in the family of a
venerable woman, a widow, now T1 years of age, a communi-
cant of the Baptist church, and a State beneficiary, who resides
near the State House in Boston. She has been the mother of
sixteen children, all of whom she reared to adult age. She
also brought up, in like manner, eight of her grandchildren,
whose parents died in their infaney, or childhood, making, in
all, twenty-four children brought up by this % mother in Israel.”
Yet, while herself enjoying a green old age, not one of her six-
teen children is living, and the whole of her posterity, now alive,
is not half so many as the original number of her own children.
Speaking of her success in bringing up so many children, she
said: “ 1 have been & very smart woman in my day. My
mother brought up seventeen children; and 1 always told the
family that I intended to do as well as she ; and,” she added,
energetically, “ I should, and more, too, but that 1 lived five
years a widow.” Old as she is, and so lame that she can get
about but little in the winter, she has managed to get a com-
fortable living, with the aid from the State, of a sum sufficient
to pay her rent. Notwithstanding her straightened circum-
stanees, every thing about her house exhibits the neatness and
order that characterize the good housckeeper.

The Punkapogs have no organization. Those who reside in
Canton are not taxed, and do not exercise the right of suffrage.
Those residing in other towns, so far as is known, stand on the
same footing as other people, no reference being had to their
being of Indian descent. Both in Canton and elsewhere, they
enjoy edueational and religious privileges in common with
others, and avail themselves thereof to the extent that is usual
with those in their condition of life. The children attend the
public schools, and some members of the tribe are connected
with the churches where they reside. No case is known of any
pauper in the tribe dependent on the public for his entire
support. Five persons have received aid from the State. The
amount paid for each, during the last seven years, ending on
the 1st of April each year, has been as follows :—
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1858 1864. 1855, 1858. 1E5Y. i JBRES. 1858,
[ |
Tsnac Williams, .| $50 00 | $30 00 | €50 00 | $50 00 | $30 00 | $50 00 | §92 71
Reheckah Davis, . B0 00 &1 M0 | 50 00 50 0D 300 | A0 00 50 0O
Pdlly C .| 00| 5000 5000| BOOO| 000, 5000| &0 0D
Elizabeth Bancroft| 4590 | 5110 5000 | 5200| 5200 &200| 8200
Sally Burr, . .| - = L - = | = 4 0
Iilﬂﬂinlm}ﬂmm mm'imm B2 oD | $308 T1

The annuities paid to the above ars permanent annual pay-
ments, except that to Sally Burr, to whom a grant was made in
1859 for one year only. Her necessities reguire its continu-
ance, and the age and increased infirmaties of Mrs. Davis will
probably require additional aid hereafter. There are one or
two other cases that, it is feared, may before long require aid
from the State.

The Punkapogs are a guiet and peaceable race, and are
believed to be as moral as those of the same eondition in life, in
the general eommunity with whieh they are commingled. Few
of them are possessed of property, and only three of them are
known to hold real estate, the names of whom will be found in
the tabular list. It is claimed, by some members of the tribe,
that there is a tract of land, including a valuable cranberry
meadow, which was a part of the original reservation, that has
naver been legally alienated, but is wrongfully held by others in
derogation of the Indian rights. Complaint thereupon was
verbally made to the Commissioner, but, at so late a period as
to preclude a public hearing of the case. The Commissioner is
informed that the subject has been before a former legislature,
and was referred to a special committee, who, after such investi-
gation as they were able to make, reported “ leave to withdraw,”
to the petitioners. Tho occupants claim that they bhave had
possession of the premises something like a hundred years, dur-
ing the whole of which period, the Indians have had a guardian,
whose duty it was to guard and protect their interests, and who,
had their elaim been a good one, wounld have enforeed it. The
Indians reply to this, in part, that, in relation to a portion of
the lands in question, they were held by the oceupants under
an ancient lease, so that the guardian could not legally inter-
fere ; but, that this lease has expired, or is about to expire, by
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its own limitation, when their claim to the land will be perfect.
Such is the ease, as réepresented to the Commissioner ; but of
the facts he does not, of course, pretend to speak, having made
no investigation ; but, as the case was brought before him, he
felt it his duty to take this notice of it in his report, and leave
it for the Indians to take such action thereupon, hereafter, as
they may deem best.

Scattered, as the Punkapogs are, in the general community,
of which a large portion of them now practieally form an in-
tegral portion, having no distinct organization, and no reserva-
tion, to give them a distinct interest, or to form a common
bond of union among themselves ; sustaining, moreover, as most
of them do, the moral character and social relations to fit them
for good eitizens ; the Commissioner ean see no good reason why
the rights and privileges of citizenship, which have so generally
been conceded to them in the places where they reside, should
not receive a legal reeognition, reserving to all adults of the
tribe the right, if they ehoose, to retain their present legal rela-
tions to the State. Their case is widely different from that of
those who are congregated together on reservations, and the
sooner every mark of distinction between them and the rest of
the community is effaced, consistently with existing rights, the
better it will be for them and for the people among whom they
dwell.

FALL RIVER TRIBE.

The reservation of the Fall River, or Troy Tribe, is situated
on the east shore of the North Watuppa Pond, in the easterly
part of Fall River, about five miles from the business portion
of the city. The whole number of the tribe, so far as is ascer-
tained, is seventy-eight, viz.:—

Families, . : : > a ‘ . 18
Males, . . . . . . 41
Females, . . . " . . a7 -
Natives, . 7 . . . s . T2

Foreiguors, . . : ¥ . . 6
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Under 5 years of age, : a . 8
From 5 to 10 years of age, . . 5
10 to 21 years of age, . : 21

21 to 50 years of age, . . 32 E
50 to 70 years of age, . . 8
Of 70 and over, i ; : 3
Unknown, ‘ < R : i 1
— T8

Those over T0 are of the ages, respectively, of 71, 71, and
76 years.

When the notices of the great mortality in four of the other
tribes were writien, the facts in relation to the same thing in
this tribe had not been ascertained. From an examination
of the statistics, it appears that death has been no less busy in
this iribe than in the others, in proportion to its numbers. The
whole number of persons, returned by the commissioners in
1849, as belonging to the tribe, was thirty-seven, the names
of whom were given, as was the case in reference to the other
tribes. Of these thirty-seven, it is known that twelve are dead,
four others are supposed to be, and the residence of two others,
whose ages, if living, are now (December, 1859,) 71 and 76,
respectively, are not known, and they may, or may not, be
living, so that the actual mortality is somewhere between 32
and 50 per cent. of those who were living in 1848,

The original Indian reservation at Fall River formerly
belonged to a person who was convieted, in 1693, of * high
misdemeanors.” He was sentenced to pay a fine of £150, bug
managed to escapa from the officer having him in charge, and
fled to Rhode Island. After a few years, being desirous of re-
turning to the State, Major Benjamin Church presented a petition
on his behalf to the general court, proposing that, for the satis-
faction of said fine of £150, which was imposed upon him, he
would convey to the Province certain lands thersin indicated,
and praying that on completing a deed for said lands, he should
be set at liberty, and be permitted to return to his family. In
answer to the petition, it was resolved, in March, 1701, * that
the prayer thercin be granted,” and Ebenezer Brenton, Esq., the
said Major Benjamin Church, and Mr. William Pabodie were
appointed *a committee to take care that sufficient deeds of
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conveyance of the lands be made and executed™ by the peti-
tioner. In conformity therewith, the deed was duly executed
the 2Tth of November, 1701. The general eourt by Resolve
of the same year, 1701, granted the land, thus acquired, to
Captain James Chureh and certain members of his company
of friendly Indians, in consideration of services rendered by
them to the Province.

It does not appear that any division was made of these lands
among the proprietors till 1707, when they petitioned the
general court for an exchange of a portion thereof for others
adjoining, which would better accommodate them, and for a
division of the whole, to be held in severalty, by them, their
heirs, and assigns. The petition was granted, so far as to make
the desired exchange of land, and the division thereof; and,
on the 27th of November, 1707, the lands were confirmed to
them in severalty, and to their heirs, forever; but on the condi-
tion that the lands were * not to be assigned or alienated, but
continued forever, an Indian Plantation.” Under this arrange-
ment the land was surveyed and divided into separate lots, by
marks aud bounds, and the several lots were respectively
assigned, by number, to individual members of Capt. Church’s
Company, to which division and assignment more particular
reference will be made hereafter.

Owing probably to the vagrant habits of a considerable por-
tion of the Indians, to whom these lois were assigned, it appears
that but a small portion of them were ever improved or built
upon, and that, where improvements were made, it was but to
a very limited extent. Several of the proprietors having died
without posterity, the general court, in 1763, appointed a com-
mitiee to cause a new survey of the land to be made and the
bounds renewed, with a plan of the same and its subdivisions,
and a new assignment of the lots of those who had died and
left no posterity. Their report, with that of the surveyor, and
the accompanying plan designating the several lots, with the
names of the present proprietors of both those who had inherited
the same and those who had become so by the new assignment,
are in the office of the secretary of State. The report was
accepted, and the lands confirmed to the several persoms,
agreeably to the report, on the 2d day of February, 1764.
(See Appendix, C.)



It appears by the report and accompanying plan, that the
plantation contained one hundred and ninety acres and sixty-
four rods of land, which, being divided into twenty-eight equal
parts, gave to each part, six acres and one hundred and twenty-
eight rods. Four of these parts were originally laid out in one
lot, marked No. 1 oo the plan, for the heirs of Captain James
Church, and the remaining parts were each laid out in separate
lots, which were numbered from 2 to 25 inelusive. The report
of the committee refers to the several lots in detail, giving the
names of the original proprietors of each, and the namesof the then
present proprietors of all such as had owners living, from which
it appeared that the original proprietors of nine lots were dead
without leaving any posterity. The report proceeds to say :—

“ And whereas sundry of the soldiers belonging to the com-
pany undar Captain James Church have left no posterity, and
thers being no provision made for Lientenant Manchester, and
twelve others in the same eompany, the committee have,
agreeable to the direction of the court, assigned, to those who
have left posterity, the lofts of those who had lofts assigned to
them, and whose posterity is extinet.”

All the details of the original laying out, together with the
new assignment of the nine reverted lots, will be found in the

report of the committee, a copy of which is hereunto annexed.

(See Appendix, C.)

From the notes on the plan aecompanying the report, it
appears that the only improvements which lmd been made on
the plantation up to that time, a period of fifty-seven years
from the first assignment of the lots, were as follows : —

Lot Neo. 1, containing twenty-seven acres and thirty-two rods,
had a house thereon, and about three acres under improve-
ment, “and some of said improvements made by Capt. James
Charch, about fifty years ago.”

No. 2. A house, and three-fourths of an acre improved.

No. 4. A house, and half an acre improved.

No. 6. A house, and two acres IIILPIE‘G'-BIi

No. 7. A house.

No. 9. A house, and ons acre * nnchenﬂy ” improved.

No.10. A house, and one acre and three-fourths improved.

Thus it will be seen, that, on these twenty-five lots, divided
among a still greater number of distinet proprietors, after the
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lapse of more than half a century, only nine acres, or less than
one-twentieth part of the wlhole, had been brought under culti-
vation, and omnly seven houses had been built, and mest of
these, we have satisfactory reasons for believing, were only
miserable hovels or huts. This state of things does not seem
to bave beem much improved by the addition of the recruits,
brought in under the vew assignment of the reverted lots; for,
at the present time, after the lapse of almost a hundred years,
since that last assignment was made, only about twenty-five
acres of the land has been cleared, and a part of that is nof
cultivated by members of the tribe; and of six families residing
en the plantation, five receive assistance from the State. Seo
little attention was paid to the property by the proprictors, that
the division iute lots ecased to be recognized, the dividing lines
were forgotten or lost, and the marks which indicated the
boundaries beeame obliterated ; and their former position could
be determined, now, only by & new survey. oSuch appears to
have been the case as long ago as 1818, when the guardianship
was instituted, and the successive guardians have recognized
the uncultivated portion of the plantation, or the woodland and
pasturage, ouly as common property. Indeed, the present

_generation of those on the plantation did not seem to be aware

of the division and assignment, by which it was formerly held
io severalty, until a claim was recently made by Mrs. Mitchell,
a descendant of ene of the original proprictors, for the posses-
sion of four lots, is the legal heir and representative of that
ancestor. This case was brought before the Commissioner, and
is the sulject of a separate report.

This brief refereuce to the history of the plantation has
seemed necessary, because a petitiuﬂ, signed by several members
of the tribe, was preseuted to the Commissioner, and a copy of
it is forwarded herewith, (see Appendix, C.) setting forth, that
since the division of their lands, the families of several of the
proprietors have become extinct, others have abandoned the
lands entirely, and some have claimed rights to the land,
(referring to Mrs. Mitchell's claim,) whose title thereto they
think is doubtful, and praying the general court that a new
division be made, giving a portion to each family or individual
who may be found entitled thereto, to be held by him or them
in severalty. It is very obvious that the title acquired by the



several individual proprietors, when the lots were assigned to
them in severalty, was absolute, ** to them and their heirs
forever,” that this title cannot be changed, but by their consent,
except that the right to sell and alienate the same, which was
then withheld, may be eonferred on them by the general court,
if, in its wisdom, it should ever see fit to do so. 1 any of the
families have ** abandoned the lands entirely,” their title iz not
thereby lost, but is merely held in abeyance, and may be
resumed, and their right of pessession enforced, at any time they
choose. Whenever, therefore, a new division and assignment
of the lands may be deemed advisable, it must be done in
reference to existing rights, and the first step to be taken therein,
very clearly, should be to ascertain what those rights are.

The Fall River Indians, as roay already have been inferred,
were not originally a distinet tribe or community, and the word
“ tribe,”” as applied to them, is used simply as a matter of con-
venienee to designate the descendants of those friendly Indians,
who served the whites in the company of Capl. James Chureh,
in the war against King Philip, and received from the govern-
ment of the Province of Massachusetis the land coustituting
their present plantation, in consideration of those servieces.
They are descendants of the tribe of the Wampanoags, and
are distinet from the remaining Indians of the region there-
about (who had & common origin with them) only by the fact
of their possession of the plantation, and, in consequence thereof,
being placed under guardianship by the government of the State.
The facts from which to compile their statisties are very meagre
and unsatisfactory. The number of persons named in the docu-
ment assigning the several shares of their land, in 1764, was
seventy-two, but there is reason to believe that several of these
had children who were not named therein. From that time
forward there appears to be no record, either of their names or
numbers, till the visit of the State commissioners to their
plantation in 1848, a period of about eighty-four years. In the
report of those commissioners, it is stated that * the population
of the tribe is thirty-seven,” and, of these, * eighteen or twenty,
who are considered as belonging to the tribe, do not live on the
territory,” From the present enumeration of the tribe, which
gives them seventiy-eight members, it is quite certain that the
number in 18348 must have been over eighty, as the deaths
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which have since oceurred among those whose names were then
returned, exceed the number of births in the same families by
not less than five, the deaths having been at least twelve, and
perhaps more, while the births in the same period have been
ouly seven, There are at present on the plantation six families
consisting of twenty-one persons; of those not residing on the
plantation there are nine families and fifty-seven persons, if we
include five whose present residence has not been certainly
ascertained, and some of whom, possibly, may not be living.
Of those not residing on the plantation, it is believed that none
except the families of Mrs. Mitchell and Joseph C. Robinson
have acquired settlemeunts elsewhere, and all of them, with that
exception, would, as members of the tribe, in case of want,
look to the guardian for assistance.

This tribe has no municipal or other organization. The
entire management of the land, except the trifling portion that
is cultivated by the residents thereon, with the income derived
from rents and the sale of wood, is in the hands of the guardian,
and all expenditures of money derived from those sources, or
from the State, for the benefit of the tribe or any of its members,
are made by him, at his own discretion. The children attend
the publie schools, and have the same advantages for education
as other children in their vicinity, so far as they choose to
avail themselves thereof. The legislature of 1857 appropriated
one hundred and sixty dollars, with which the guardian pur-
chased three pews in the North-Westport meeting-house, con-
venient to the plantation for the use of the members of the tribe.

The guality of most of the land on this plantation is good,
estimated to be worth fifteen or twenty dollars an aere, on the
average ; in this respect much excelling that of any of the other
Indian reservations, unless we may possibly except the small
one at Webster and a portion of Gay Head. Its loeation is in
the near vicinity of a busy and thriving manufacturing city,
where industry and its fruits always command an adequate
reward, and, in the midst of an industrious, moral, and intelli-
gent community, whose example ought to exert a bencficent
influence. With these advautages in their favor, we might
reasonably look, here, for a better state of things,—more com-
fort, more respectability, and a better developument of character
than is to be found in any of the other tribes. Bat it is not so.



Most of those residing on the plantation are indolent, negligent,
and improvident, apparently alike wanting in self-respect and
careless of the respect of others—sunk in the destitution and
squalor of abject and hopeless poverty—hopeless, because it
appears to be willingly acquiesced in, and the determination
seems to be wanting even to put forth a hand to remove it.
OF the six families on the plantation, five receive aid from the
guardian, and three individuals are considered permanent
paupers. Six families, not on the plantation, have also been
assisted. Generally, the condition of those not on the planta-
tion is better than that of those who are wpon it. There is,
among them, more self-reliance, more industry, and more ambi-
tion to do something, and to be something; and it must be
conceded that the plantation system, ns here exemplified, is
eonducive neither to the moral, physical, social, intellectual, or
material progress of the people, and should be essentially
modified or entirely abolished, as soon as it may be dome con-
sistently with the rights and best interests of the tribe and of
the general community.

The moral eondition of the tribe, as will already have been
inferred, is rather low, and intemperance and unchastity are but
too prevalent. It is but justice, however, to those on the
plantation, to say that the hardest cases are among those who
do not reside there. In two families, resident elsewhere, there
have been twelve cases of bastardy, and, in one of them, it is
said, that, of eight children, the paternity was apparently about
equally divided between the Indian, negro, and white races.
The prejudice of eolor and caste, and the social proseription to
which the colored people are subjected, hos a twofold nnfavor-
able effect upon them; first to detract from their self-respect,
and o to weaken the moral instinets, and then to throw them
into the association of the more dissolute and degraded of other
races, where they fall an easy prey to immoral habits. There
are, however, in this tribe, as well as the others, instances of
those who rise above all the evil influenees with which they are
encompassed, and maintain a good standing, as worthy and
respectable members of the community. It would be a cause
for gratification, if it could be said truly that these are increas-
ing, or that there was any decided progress iu the general
character of the tribe. But, from all the evidence that can be
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gathered, it does not appear that, for the last twelve or fifteen
years, there has been much, if any, improvement in their moral
and social condition.

The expenditures for the support and rclief of the poor of
the tribe are met, so far as it will go, by the proceeds of the
rent of land, and of wood sold from the plantation, and the
balance, whatever it may be, is drawn from the treasury of the
State. The amount expended for several years past, and the
proportion derived from each of the sources, are shown in the
following table :—

|

Bocelved from | Rocolved from Taotal
Rents and Wood. | the State. Expenditers
|
In the year 1348, . e = 8ll 25 206 72 277 99
15849, . . ol a6 o7 09 93 376 90
1850, . . - 208 64 164 27 432 91
1851, . . . 180 86 09 65 300 51
1853, . . . T8 43 a4 a7 352 80
183, . . . 68 40 | ‘318 00 387 30
1858 . - - 58 56 | 884 38 443 12
1855 . 100 49 | 467 49 547 03
1858, . . -l 192 91 582 56 775 47
1857, . . . 145 94 | 504 57 850 51
1858, . . - 82 99 373 M 450 43
189, . . - 78 44 369 35 462 79
Aggregate, for 12 years, $1,328 88 | $4,285 00 | 85,614 78

It thus appears, that, in twelve years, the whole amount
expended for this purpose was $5,614.78, averaging $167.90 a
year, of which only 1,328.88 was derived from the plantation,
while $4,285.90 was paid by the State. It is worthy of note,
that in the three years, 1855, 1856, and 1857, as if from the
infection of the times, the amount paid for the support of these
Indians was $1,993.96, averaging $662,65 a year, or more than
$200 more than on the year next preceding, or than the
average of the two following years.

In accordance with the provision of the law, which requires
the Commissioner to designate what lands are held in severalty
by members of the several tribes, he has placed against the
names of several of the members of this tribe, in the table
accompanying this Report (see Appendix) the numbers of acres
held by them, as returned to him by the guardian. Theirs is,
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however, rather a nominal than a real possession, of a portion,
at least, thereof, as the amount actually oceupied by them, is
as follows: Thomas M. Crank, Persis Crank, Hannah Perry,
and William Perry, each about one acre, and Henry Crank
about two acres; making, in the whole, only about six acres
occupied by residents on the plantation, while all the rest of
the cleared land, amounting to about twenty acres, partially
covered with bushes, is rented by the guardian for pastarage.
The woodland all lies in common, and the several families
resident on the plantation, cut fuel lrom it, as their necessilies
require. When Mrs. Mitchell claimed her right in the
plantation, the guardiard assigned two acres of the cleared
land to her use, as indicated in the table. On this she placed
a liouse which she purchased and caused to be removed there,
for a dwelling for herself and family. But while the work was
going on, to fit it for occupation, the hostility which had been
manifested toward her, from the ficst presentation of her ¢laim,
broke out in acts of violence. The windows were broken in,
and other outrages were perpetrated on and about the house,
so that Mrs. Mitchell felt compelled to abandon the intention
of making it her residence, and to press her claim before the
Commissioner. The house bas since stood, unfinished and
vacant, and Mrs. Mitchell has never occupied the land set
against her name.

If the plantation and guardian system are to be retained at
all, it would appear, at first thought, that a tribe so favorably
located, as to soil and the gemeral facilities for obtaining a
comfortable and respeetable living, should be one of the last to
be deprived of whatever advantage may be derived from the
system. DBut, the peculiar circumstances that make it
desirable, still longer to sustain it with the Cape and Island
tribes, do not apply here. Those tribes are, more decidedly,
distinct and, isolated communities, nearly all the members
residing on the plantations, with local organizations, more or
less perfect of their own. They generally provide not only for
their own wants, but also for the paupers they have amongst
them, and are in a state of gradual advancement and improve-
ment, that would be greatly endaugered by any radical change.
It is quite otherwise with the Fall River tribe. They have no
distinet organization. A pgreat portion of them have, for some
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time, been mingled with the general community, their families
separated alike from those on the plantation and from each
other, while thoss remaining on the reservation are almost
entirely in the incipient or more advanced stages of pauperism ;
and it is an unquestionable fact, that those who have left the
plantation are, as a whole, in a better condition than those who
remain upon it. What possible reason can there be for per-
petuating or prolonging such a state of things? The com-
missioners said, in 1849, * the ease of this tribe is clearly one
in which the benefits of the system of guardianship lhave not
been commensurate with its expenses.” This is no less true
now than then, and it is believed that the sooner measures are
initiated for a change, the better it will be for all concerned.
To this end steps should be immediately taken for ascertaining
the legal rights of the respective members of the tribe in the
plantation, and for determining what portion of it has become
common property, by the extinction of the families of the former
proprietors. The longer this investigation is delayed, the more
complicated the question will becoms, and the more difficult
it will be to asceriain, correctly, the facts necessary for its
solution.

HASSANAMISCO INDIANS,

The Hassanamisco, Hassanamessett, or Grafton Indians, as
they are variously called, and as known in the legislation of the
State, are the descendants of the seven original proprietors of
Hassanamisco, or Grafton, where they resided, and where each
of the seven families had a reservation. Two or three of these
original families have become extinct, and the descendants of
some of the others, if any survive, cannot now be traced. At this
time one family ouly remains on the heritage of its fathers, and
that family retains less than thres acres, out of all their former
domain. All the other families have left Grafton, and the
greater niimber, following the eurrent of emigration in that
region, have settled in Worcester. In addition to those who
would now be entitled to a right in the proprietary fund, if it
still remained, are certain others of Indian descent, claiming to
be Hassanamiscoes, whose descent cannot be satisfactorily deter-



mined. They are probably descendants of other Indians than
the proprietors of the town, or of some of those whose interest
in the fund was extinguished in the last century or early part
of the present.

In the tabular list accompanying this Report, those entitled to
an interest in the proprietary fund occupy the leading portion,
and the others are entered in the supplementary list. By this
list, it will be seen that the whole number, recognized as de-
scendants of the ancient proprietors is seventy-three, viz. :—

Families, . i 5 " . t i . 20
Males, . . . . = . . 33
Females, . g. : : : = . 40
— T8
Natives, . . o e e g e ol
Foreigners, . . . ! s : .
Under 5 years of age, ’ - ; . 13
From 5 to 10 years of age, . . . 6
10 to 21 years of age, . 5 . 8
21 to 50 years of ape, . ; . 49
50 to T0 years of age, a : . 6
Over T0 years of age, ; & : T |

3

The whole number, including those not recognized as de-
scendants of the original proprietors, is ninety, viz. :—

Families, . a . a N . . . 25
Males, . N ; ‘ : . . 41
Females, . & e ; . - . 49
— 90
Natives, . . ] ’ . 4 4 . 10
Foreigners, i ’ > 3 g i . 20
Under 5 years of age, . . . . 18
From & to 10 years of age, - . ¢, g
10 to 21 years of age, . . . 9
21 to 50 years of ags, . . . 46
50 to TO years of age, > A w 9
Over T0 years of age, . . . . B "
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Complaint has besn made to the Commissioner that the
government of the Province of Massachusetts, early in the last
centary, had taken into its own keeping, a large fund, belonging
to the tribe, and had intrusted the same to the keeping of
certain agents, trustees, or guardians, and that said agents, in the
appointment of which the Indians had ne voiee, and for whose
mismanagement they ought not to be made sufferers, had applied
portions of said fund to their own use, and otherwise had squan-
dered a large portion thereof; for which less, they deem they
have a just and eguitable claim on the Commonwealth. The
investigation of this matter has caused a great amount of labor
and research, in the course of which, all the difficulties in ascer-
taining the facts in the case, referred tolin the body of the
Report, have been encountered; and on some points, which
will be alluded te hereafter, a long and patient examination
failed to lead to any satisfactory result. Enough, however,
has been satisfactorily established, to show that the complaint
is not made without cause. This inguiry will necessarily
require a more minute and detailed statement, in relation to the
affairs of this tribe, than has been deemed necessary respecting
the others, the more especially, as some members of it, now in
years and needing aid, feel that they have a claim to it,as a
personal right, not depending on those genernl prineiples of
justice and humanity, which dietate the aid which is rendered
by the State to soma of the other tribes.

Early in the last century, seven familics of the Hassanamisco
tribe possessed the territory known as Hassanamisco, cousti-
tuting the whole or the most important part of the present town
of Grafton, in the county of Worcester. At that time, no sale
of land by the Indians to white men was valid, without consent
of the general court. In the year 1725, the general court
authorized the sale of this territory, and a subsaquent Resolve,
in 1727, fixed the value at £2,5600. Whether this was so much
“ lawful,” ($3.88} silver to the pound) or whether it was *old
tenor,”” iz not ascertained.  0ld tenor” was bhased on the
“bills of credit ™ which were issued by the government, and
represented no fixed value, but fluctnated in their depreciation,
according to the amount in cireulation. At the time of this
sale this depreciated currency was equivalent to seventeen shil-
lings for an ounce of silver, and the ounce of silver was worth
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about $1.18% in gold. If the sals was reckoned in “old
tenor” it was equivalent to $3,270.22; if it was “ lawful,” it
was equivalent to $8,353.33 standard coin. The territory com-
prised about 7.500 acres. The writings were completed on the
19th of March, (old style) 1727.

By the terms of the sale, it was stipulated that forty English
families shonld settle on the territory, each of whom shonld,
within three years, build a good habitable house, and break up
and fence in, at least four acres, and that they should, within
that term, build and finish a decent meeting-house for the recep-
tion of Loth English and Indians. They were bound, further,
to separate twenty acres of land, for a school, forever, and to
build a snitable schogl-house in which the Indian, as well as the
English children should be received and taunght ; to set forth a
1ot of land, egual to the other allotments, to the first ordained
minister, and constantly to maintain and duly suppert a minis-
ter and a school-master among them ; all without charge to the
Indians. A reserve was also made of a dividend or allotment
of land to each of the Indian proprietors, equal to that made to
the English proprietors, comprehending their improved lands,
and also one hundred acres in addition, to said Indian proprie-
tors, their heirs and assigns, forever, Trustees were appointed
by the legislature, whose duty it was, to reeceive said sum of
£2,500, and invest it as & permanent fund, the interest thereof
to be paid out to the Indian proprietors, from time to time, as
the general eourt should direet, and to render an account of
their proceedings therein, annually at the May session. Thesa
drustees invested the proceeds of the sale in bonds on the land,
and laid out the lots, and presented a report of their proceed-
ings therein to the geuerul court. This report wus aceepled
Jupe 18, 1728,

In the absence of evidence on the point, it will be assumed
that the sale was reckoned in old tepor, that position being
most favarable to the government, and least so to the Indians,
and that, consequently, the value to be received was at that
time equivalent to $3,270 in standard coin. The record book
of the trusiees shows payments to have been made io the Indians,
from time to time on account of the interest received by them,
and also an account of Indian lands rented out, till April 9-10,
1745, when, in the language of the record, * the trustees met

1861.] SENATE—No. 96. g1

‘agreeably to notification put in the public prints, in order to
receive the interest due, and to exchange the bonds; some of
which we exchanged, and, for every 285, 84, old tenor, due as
principal on a bond, we took one ounce of coined silver of
sterling alloy—and, in that proportion, we agreed to exchange
all the bonds.”

By this arrangement the fund was reduced to %1,989.88,
making a loss of #1,380.89. No blame attaches to the trustees
for this loss, as, being the agents of the government, they would
have been obliged to receive the government securities at their
nominal value, in payment of the bonds, had they been tendered,
and they probably made the best bargain that they could, under
the circumstances. But, as the governnof®nt, on the hypothesis
most favorable to itself, received what wasequivalent to $3,270.22
in standard coin, and invested it in its own way, without any
agency of the Indians, it is difficult to say on what principle
they should seek to turn them off with ouly $1,959.38, or sub-
ject them to a loss of more than 81,300, because, in the mean
time their own bills of credit had depreciated to that extent,
owing to the excessive issme, and refusal to pay what was
promised. The sum thus abstracted from the fund, at com-
pound interest at the rate of six per cent., would amount, now,
at the end of ong hundred and fourteen years, to more than o
million dellars, and, at simple interest to between eight and
nine thousand dollars: the former sum sufficient to place all
that remain of the tribe in independent circumstances, and the
latter, if put to interest as a permanent fund, sufficient to yield
the requisite relief, annually, to all the poor and needy among
them.

On the principal of the fund, thus reduced, the trustees annu-
ally paid over to the several Indian proprietors, the interest,
amounting to £34 18s. 2d. lawful, equivalent to $116.34, up to
the 17th of March, 1772. From that time forward, there is no
record, for twenty-four years, till 1796, but, by the records of
the general court, it appears that on the 1Tth of January, 1776,
upon petition of Eliza Sampson and others of the tribe, it was
¢ Resolved, that whereas, Hon. Artemas Ward, Esq., one of
their present guardians, is necessarily employed in the conti-
nental service, and the others, [Timothy Paine and Ezra Taylor,
Esqs.,] have neglected to relieve those Indians,—it is become
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necessary that new guardians should be appointed,” &e., and
on the twenty-sixth of the same month, Edward Rawson, Stephen
Maynard, and Deaeon Willis Hall were chesen guardians. In
April the then * present trustees® were directed “to make
inquiry, as soon as may be, conveniently, whether the five
pounds and interest, as mentioned by the petitioner, (Elizabeth
Sampson) be really due from the former trustees, and, if so,
that they improve proper methods, as the law directs, for the
recovery of debis, to procure said money for the use and benefit
of the petitioner.”

On the 5th of November, 1785, on the petition of Joseph
Aaron and the other Indians, complaining, that, for the last
goven years, they had not been paid one-guarter part of their
interest money, it was “ Resolved, that the said trustees be,
and they hereby are directed to lay their accounts respecting
said Joseph and others before the gemeral court, on the second
Wednesday of their next sitting, for examination.”” There is
no record that their accounts were presented at that time, and
it appears that the difficulty was not removed, for, on the 29th
of February, 1788, a report was made to the gemeral court, as
follows : —

“ The committee of both houses, appointed to go to Grafton
to settle the matter between the Grafton Indians and their
trustees, have attended to that serviee, and notified all parties,
and, after a full hearing of the matter, have settled the accounts
between them, and are unanimously of the opinion, that the
said Erustees have done as well in all respects, by the said
Indians, as the nature of the matter would admit of.” .

On the 4th of March, 1788, a Resolve was passed, authorizing
the trustees to pay to Esther Freeborn, * her dower,” and, by
subsequent records, it appears that her portion, being three-
eighths of an original share, (a share being one-seventh of the
whole fund,) was paid, and her right in the remaining proprie-
tary fund was extinguished.

On the 14th of June, 1790, the two houses chose, in coneur-
rence, Benjamin Heywood, Esq., and Capf. Isaae Harrington,
trustees, “in the room of Willis Hall, resigned, and Capt.
Stephen Maynard who has removed out of this Commonwealth.”
There is reason to believe that Deacon Hall was induced to
resign, by dissatisfaction with the doings of the other two
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trustees, for it appears, that they had become individually linble
for a large portion of the fund they held in trust, as an execu-
tion (now on file) was obtained against one of them, in April,
1794, for nearly four hundred dollars, which was not finally
settled till after the lapse of nearly eight vears, while the other
owed a much larger sum, for which nothing was ever realized,
but which was totally Jost to the fund.

In 1796, the record again commences, Benjamin Heywood,
Isane Harrington, and Edward Rawson being trustees. Ag
this time it appears that so large a part of the remaining fund
had become unproduective, that only [fty-eight dollars and six
cents was received as interest money that year, and only fifty-
one dollars and forty-one cents in 1797. 1n 1803, a debt against
one of the trustees having been collected on execution, the fund
amounted to $1,043.851, exclusive of the right of Esther Free-
born, which had been paid in full, and excluding also, in the
langnage of the record, *a desperate debt against Capt. Stephen
Maynard, deceased,” the amount of which is not specified, but
whieh is ascertained by comparison of other portions of the
record, as will be indicated hereafter.

The interest om the amount last named, %1,043.851, was
regularly reecived and accounted for, till 1807, when the right

~of Bubmit Wamsquam, being three-eighths of an original share,

was extinguished, pursuant to a Resolve of the general court,
by the payment of $118.16}, leaving the arailable fund $925.69,
exclusive of the debt of Capt. Stephen Maynard, before men-
tioned. In 1809, the right of Juseph Aaron, being three-eighths
of an original share, was extinguished by anthority of the gen-
eral court, by the payment of $118.16}, so that the productive
fund was further reduced to $307.52}; and, in 1B13, it was
again reduced to $413.621, by the payment to the heirs of
Abigail Printer, alias Burnee, deceased, of £893.90, by which
their right to two and one-hall shares of the original fund was
extinguished.

In ascertaining the amount of the debt due from the estate
of Capt. Maynard, we find, that, in 1807, Eli Whitney, Esq.,
one of the two remaining trustees, died, and his place was not
filled by another appointment, so that Judge Heywood was left
as sole trustee. In rendering his annual statement lo the gen-
eral court, in the February following, Judge Heywood accounted
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for $2,258.181, as the amount of the fund in his hands. His
record of the same year, of the interest received and paid out
to the Indians, says, the proprietary fund * after deductling 2
desperate debt due from Capt. Stephen Maynard, deceased, is
$925.69, and one year’s interest is $55.54, which was divided
according to the respective rights of said Indians,” &c. The
former sum, being the whole amount of the fund, and the latter,
being the amount, ezeclusive, of the debt of Capt. Whitney,
when deducted from the former, shows that the debt was
$1,827.49}. This sum, at compound interest, would now
amount to above $27,000.

On the 8th of February, 1814, Judge Heywood was dis-
charged {rom his trast, at his own request, and Asa Goodell, of
Millbury was appointed in his stead. From the timo of Judge
Heywood's last record, September 6, 1813, till 1828, no record
of the doinss of the Trustees is found. In the latter year,
Cyrus Leland, of Grafton, was appointed trustee, and on the
28th of August of that year, a memorandum was furnished to
him by the late trustee, Jonathan Leland, Esq., of Sntton, accom-
panied by a certificate, that said memorandum contained an
account of the personal property, lately in his hands, belonging
to the Grafton Indians, This memorandum was as follows :—

Phillips family, original fund, $111 50
One-half Otis Newman's origi-

nal fund, due from him, . 28 00—#%13950 Int., &8 37
Brown family, original fund, 111 50

Avails of land sold, . . 310 00— 42150 = 2529
Lucy Gimbes, original fund, . 27 83
Avails of land sold, ; . 8000

One-balf 0. Newman's original
fund, due from him, . . 27T83— 13566 515
Moses Gimbee, original fund, 27 83

Avails of land sold, : . 9000— 11783 « TO7
Polly Johns's family, original fund, HH 83 « 335
3870 32

By this memorandum, it will be seen that only $390.32 of
the original fund is accounted for, as remaining, and the bal-
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ance, 8480, going to make up the principal of the fund as it
existed at that time, viz., ¥870.32, was the avails of lands belong
to three of the families—the Brown family, and Luey and Moses
Gimbee, which had recently been sold. The Phillips family
owned real estate at that time, and it has been sold by leave of
the legislature, within a few years past, and the proceeds were
received by Gilbert Walker, of Worcester, whose wife is the
only heir of that family now living.

A schedule is also on record of the property received by Mr.
Cyrus Leland from the late trustee, consisting of certain notes
of hand, amounting, with the interest due on them, to April 1,
1828, to #962.21, or $91.89 more than the principal of the fund,
with which the trustee charges himself (less three cents, caused
by & mistake in adding) as the disposable fund to be paid out to
the several Indians, according to their respective shares in the
fund. Mr. Leland died in 1831 or 1832, and Thaddens Read
was appointed administrator of his estate, and Moses Roberts,
trustee of the Indians, in placa of said Leland. It appears that
on settlement of the accounts of the trust, at the probate office,
that the balanee due the Indians, in the hands of the adminis-
trator, was, $1,005.72, This was cancelled as follows :—

sundry notes turned over to the trustee, amounting
(principal and intercst, cash to April 1, 1832,) to 3886 63
Cash paid the trustee, . . . . . . 11809

£1,005 T2

No farther record appears till July, 1841, when Mr. Roberts
rendered his account to Pliny Merrick, Esq., district-attorney,
who had been authorized to adjust the same.

In the aceount he charges himself with the money

received of the former trustee, . . . . E119 09
Cash collected on notes, . ‘ ; ; . y 161 91
$281 00

And eredits himself with his services, nine years,
cash paid out, “ &e., &e., &e.,” . y . . %190 96
Cash paid-P. Merrick, to balance account, . : 90 04

&§261 00
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Thus it appears, that on the notes received in 1832, amount-
ing then to §886.68, anly $161.91 had been collected, as prin.
cipal or interest in over nine years, whils the simple interest on
them alone is, §196.04, up io that time.

Notes, April 1, 1832, . : i a . . $886 63
Interest, to July 27, 1841, . . 5 A . 496 04
$1.882 67

Amount collected on Notes, and accounted for, . 161 91
Balance, . : . i " . $1,220 76

This balance does not appear ever to have been aceounted
for. Charles Brigham, Esq., of Grafton, was appointed in 1841
to succeed Mr. Read, as trustoe, and states, in rendering his
account, that he was appointed without any funds, and ac-
counts only for money received from subsequent sales of land,
and from the treasurer of the Commonwealth. The notes in
which the funds were invested, amouniing, as above, to §1 220.76
in July, 1841, and which, at simple interest only, would now
amount to over 2,500, are supposed to have become worthless,
as several of the promisors are known to have been insolvent
some yeurs previously. There appears to have been great
neglect of duty on the part of the trustees, both in making invest-
ments, without adequate security, and in omitting to collect the
notes, or to have them properly secured, when it had become
obvious that they were doubtful in their character.

This investigation, which has required no little time, labor,
and patient research, if it result in no other good, will show, at
least, that thus far this tribe has been no tax on the govern-
ment, and if, hereafter, their aged or infirm ehould need assist-
ance, they would present a claim, the force of which could
hardly be resisted. The State, in its sovereign eapacity, took
their property iuto its keeping, and has suffered it to be squan-
dered and lost. To recapitulate :— :

1. The government originally received what was equivalent
to 3,270 in standard gold or silver coin, and afierwards, to
wit, in 1745 through its agents, in effect, substituted therefor,
its own depreciated paper, making a loss thereon of $1,330.89
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which was taken from the fund, and, for which, the Indians
bhave received nothing, eifher as principal or interest, to the
present day.

2, Subsequently to the above, and between the years 1772
and 1796, the trustees permitted one of their number fo become
indebted to the fund on his own personal obligation, and, as
would appear, without other seeurity, in a sum, which, in 1807,
amounted to §1,327.49]. The said trustee became insolvent
and neither principal or interest of the claim was ever paid.

3. Prior to July 27, 1841, the small remnant of the origi-
pal fund, together with the proceeds of the sale of the land of
gome individuals of the tribe, amounting, at that date to
$1,220.76, had been invested by the trustecs in such securities,
that neither principal nor interest was ever paid.

It should be remarked of the latter, that the notes, when
given, were probably supposed to be good, and so, perhaps they
were, for a short term, but they were not first class securities,
or such as funds should ever be invested in, that are held in
trust. They were, moreover, unreasonably neglected by the
trustees, and, in some instances were allowed, while yet collect-
able, to run many years without even the interest being paid,
and finally to remain, uncollected, till they became worthless.

The question arises, what is the obligation of the State, under
these cireumetanees ? The Indians say, very naturally, “ Give
ns our own. You took of us £2500, disposed of it as you
pleased, without any agency of ours; you have repaid us only
a part of the principal and but a small part of the income of
it. The State is rich and powerful, we are few, poor, and weak,
and we ask not of your riches, but simply our own, which youn
have taken and withhold from us, or at least the income of it,
for the sustenance of those amongst us who bave not other
meaps to live” If it is objected that the property has been
lost, the ready answer to that, is, ““If it is lost, it was not by
our ageney, but yours, and you have no right to make us the
sufferers by your misdoings.”

The State itself has sanctioned the principle contended for
by the Indians, and admitted an obligation growing out of the
loes of this property. By a Resolve of April 9th, 1839, the sum
of $50 per annum, for ten years was appropriated, to be placed
in the hands of the judge of probate, of Worcester Counly, to
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be distributed at his diseretion among the members of the
tribe, as their wants or necessities might require. This grant
was -based on the ground of the lass of the fund by the agent
of the State. In 1849, by chap. 50, of the Resolves of that
year, the same amount was eontinued for ten years longer, on
the same conditions. In 1858, a further sum of 2200 was
placed in the hands of the judge of probate of Worcester
County, to be distributed in the same manner, and, in 1859, on
a petition of Gilbert Walker, praying for compensation for the
support of Benjamin Phillips, one of the tribe during Lis last
illness, a Resolve was passed, allowing to the tribe “ the sum of
one thousand dollars to be paid over to the judge of probate
and insolvency of the County of Worcester, and by him invested
or disbursed at his discretion, for their benefit, in such manner
as shall most effectually meet the present or future wants and
necessities of the surviving members of =aid tribe of Indians,
and in payment of the claim of Gilbert Walker, or of any other
elaims which may exist for their former support.” The claim
of Gilbert Walker here indicated, amounted to about $300, and
was paid from the sum granted.

The committee of finance which reported this Resolve based
their report in faver of it, expressly on the ground of the obli-
gation of the State, growing out of the loss, by its agents, of
the Indian fund. This last grant, it will be perceived, is con-
siderably less in amount, than the sum last lost to the fund,
while the former grant of filty dollars a year, for a limited
period, is not nearly equal to the current interest thereon during
the time, to say nothing of the accumulated interest for a long
peried preceding. Anpd it is worthy of nole, as showing the
loose manner in which the special legislation in relation to the
Indians has been transacted, that while these grants have been
based on the obligation growing out of the loss of the fund,
they have been made in ferms, and on conditions, inconsistent
with their application to meet that obligntion. The [und was
wot a common one, belonging to the tribe, but a specific one,
belonging to certain individuals in distinet and well-defined
proportions, as much as do the stock and funds of a bank, a
railroad, or an insurance company ; and other members of the
tribe had no more right or interest in it, than the members of
auy other tribe, or than their white neighbors, yet the grants
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have been made, as if it was a common fund, o be applied to
the general purposes of the iribe, as the circumstanees or ne-
ecssities of its members might require.

Having, as he trusts, presented this subject in its true light
in a manner, as he hopes, that will make it better understood,
than it has beem by cur legislators in years past, the Commis-
sioner faels that he has done all that is required of him, without
recommending what definita action should be had thereupon.
To judge of that, is the special province and the right of the
legislature, and he feels sure that the representatives of a free
and enlightened people, acting in a government that was insti-
tuted 1o guard and proteet the rights of the weak, and to es-
tablish justice, will not perpetuate a wrong, especially against
a people, who, by the action of that government, for no wrong
of theirs, have been degraded from the condition of citizens to
that of subjects. It may be pertinent to add, in this connection,
that, while appropriations by the State for various purposes,
have been made for almost all the other tribes, some of them
requiring a considerablo amount every year, this tribe has never
been a tax upon the government for one cent.

In their personal and social condition, their intelligence,
edueation, and general character, the Hassanamiscoes will com-
pare favorably with any otlier tribe in the State. They are, as
a whole, an orderly, industrious, and moral people. Ouly one
case of habitual intemperance is known to exist among them,
and that is 2 man not an Indian, who belongs to the tribe only
by having intermarried with one of their women. Within ihe
last twenty years, but one ease of illegitimaey has occurred, and
that was under a promise of marriage, and the young woman
has, aside from that oceurrence, sustained a good character. In
consequence of that, she has required assistance from the town ;
and this is the ouly case known, where any member of the tribe
bas received such aid. Several of them are now growing old,
and one of them has already received assistance from the appro-
priation in the hands of the judge of probate and insolvency. and
will require constant aid from some source, to enable him to
sustain life. About 3700 of the last year’s appropriation re-
mains, and no more will be required, at present, if the judge is
satisfied that he can draw on the prineipal thereof for such
purposes.
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The reservations that were made for the Indians, at the time
of the ariginal sale to the proprietors of Grafton, have all, with
the exception of about two and a half acres, been sold at various
times, by leave of the legislature, mostly for the payment of
debts or the support of the proprietors. The proceeds of the
sales of the last remnants, belonging to two or three fumilies,
were invested by the guardian in the notes which proved
worthless, and were thus lost. The last real estate belonging to
the Phillips family was sold at a more recent date, and realized,
with the wood that had previously been scld from it, a consid-
erable sum, which has been invested in real estate in Worcester
by Gilbert Walker, the husband of the lust surviving heir of
the family. The sale last made, was of the land belonging to
John Hector, the proceeds of which were invested by the
guardian in a place costing 3700, for Heector’s residence in
Woreester. Andrew C. Brown has a place of two acres, in
Helden, worth $400 which was deeded to the guardian, in trust
for him. Elizabeth Brown owns a place of about the same size
in Framingham, worth about $300, on which she owes about
£400. The land remaining unsold in Grafton, belongs to
Sarah Maria Cisco, wife of Samuel Cisco, (colored.} It
has a small dwelling-house on it, and the whole property
iz worth some $600 or 8700, This iz believed to be all the real
estate in Massachusetts belonging to the tribe. It is claimed
that there is a tract of woodland, lying in New Hampshire,
which was owned by Moses Gimby, deceased, and of whose
estate John Hector is the surviving heir. There is a deed on
record, in the registry of deeds of Cheshire County, of such »
tract, and it is understood that there is no record of any transfer
of the property by Gimby. DBut, whether his title was a good
one, or whether, if good, it may not have been subsequently
lost, is unknown. The sulject was brought before the Com-
missioner by Hector, but he failed to substantiate his claim for
waut of pecuniary ineans to pursue the investigation. (See
Appendix, I.)

This tribe, having no ¢ommon territory, but living seattered
among other people of their respective viciuities, have, of course,
no municipal, educational or religious organization, but their
educational and religious advantages are the same as those of
others among whom they live, and so far as is known, they
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avail themselves thereof about in the same proportion that
other people do. Probably about one-half of them are citizens
in the towns where they reside, while the remainder have
retained their legal relation of wards of the State.

But little trace of Indian descent is apparent in the members
of this tribe. It is most marked in the few who have mixed
chiefly with the whites, yet some of these have no perceptible
indications of it, and have become identified with the white
race. The remainder of the tribe have the distinguishing
marks of African descent and mixed African and white, of
various grades, from the light quadroon and mulatto, to the
apparently nearly pure negro, and, in every suceessive genera-
tion the slight remaining characteristics of the race become less
apparent, '

There is little property held by individuals of this tribe, aside
from the small pareels of real estate already referred to. The
men, being mostly mechanics and laborers, generally obtain a
comfortable support for their families, and live much as other
people do in their condition of life. Under the circumstances
thus presented, no good reason is apparent, why the right of
citizenship should not, at once be granted to them, and they be
placed on the sume legal footing as other inhabitants of the
Commonwealth.

THE DUDLEY INDIANS.

The Dudley Indians, so ealled, are a remnant of that portion
of the Nipmugs, called the Pegan tribc, which formerly inhab-
ited the track of land in Worcester County, now known as
Charlton, Dudley, Sturbridge, Oxford, Southbridge, and Web-
ster, with portions of some of the adjoining towns. These
Indians were visited in July, 1663, by the Apostle Elliot,
accompanied by Hon. Daniel Gookin, who informs us, that
¢ the seven new praying towns, in the Nipmug eountry, under
the jurisdiction of Massachusetts, began to harken to the gospel
about thres years since, or thereabonts.” They were visited
again in September, 1674, for the purpose of settling teachers
aud establishing civil government among them. The towns
visited were : —
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Manchage, (now Oxford) containing . . 60 persons.
Chabunakongkomun, (Dudley) “ . . 40
Manexet, (N. E. part of Woodstock,*) containing 100
Quantisset, (S. B. part of Woodstock) “« 100 =

Wabquisset, (S. W. part of Woodstock) “ 150 =
Packachoag, (8. part of Worcester & Auburn) * 100 ©
Warunlug, (Uxbridge) “w 50 «

605 persons.

When the Indians made sale of their lands, they reserved
two plats of each five miles square, which were laid out in 1685,
one of them in Woodstock, Conn.; the subsequent disposition
of which is not known, and the other comprised the terri-
tory which afterwards constituted the town of Dudley. This
last was sold by order of the legislature, in June, 1787, The
consideration of this sale was, the relinquishment of a debt of
$300, then due from said Indians to their guardian, a lot of
land situated in Dudley, (now Webster,) containing twenty-six
acres and fifty-eight rods, being the same on which the Indians
resided till recently, and which is still occupied by them, and
the further sum of $1,667, to be paid to the treasurer of the
State, the interest of which was to be paid over to the guardian
of the Dudley Indians, for their own use and support.

Whether the fund of $1,667, which was paid into the treas-
ury, become merged in the general funds of the State, or was
kept distinct till it was exhausted in the support of the Indians,
does not appear from any authority at hand, Unfortunately,
no records are to be found, of the doings of the guardians of
these Indians, from which the facts in reference to this question
or to the general concerns and statiglies of the tribe could be
drawn. It may, however, be saflely assumed, that whether it
was kept a distinct fund or not, the Indians must have had the
full benefit of the whole fund, as the average annual payments,
on their account, for many years past, largely exceed the inter-
est of that sum.

The whole territory of the tribe now consists of the before
mentioned lot of twenty-six acres and twenty-eight rods, and a
lot of one acre bought for their use by the Commonwealth in

# Woodstock was then in Massachusetts jurisdiction.

1857. Heretofore the families were located on the larger lot.
It is situated at some distance from any public highway, and
the buildings, being in a small clearing, surrounded by woods,
and thus obscured from public observation, became a resort for
the idle and dissolute of the country about, o the great detri-
ment of morals and annogance of the sober and orderly portion
of the community. Their buildings having become so dilapi-
dated as to reguire extensive repairs or rebuilding, it was
thought best to transfer them from that location, and bring
them more directly under the public eye, where a healthy
public sentiment could have its sanitary influence, and where
the civil authority could Liave a more direct supervision over
them. To that end, the lot of.ome acre was bought. It is
situated on the public highway, about half a mile from the
principal village in Webster, and about one-fourth of a mile
from the lot they had hitherto occupied, and convenient of
access to it. On this was erected a good building of five tene-
ments, for their oecupation, to which they were removed, and
their former habitations were demolished. The experiment has
been measurably successful—the irregularities and disorder
which formerly prevailed among them, have, to a considerable
extent, been suppressed, and it is to be hoped, that, under a
careful supervision, such as has been exercised over them by
their present guardian, Asher Joslin, Esg., the evils which have
been such just eause of public complaint and reproach, may be
still further mitigated.

The whole number belonging to the tribe, including those,
as well, who have gone out into the community, and by obtain-
ing a legal settlement and exereising the rights of citizens, have
abandoned the legal condition of Indians, as thoss who have
not obtained a settlement ®r exercised those riglits, and those,
who, remaining on the reservation, are to a greater or less
extent, dependent on the State for support, so far as has been
ascertained, is ninety-four, viz. :—

Fomilies, . . .+ .+ o+ =« o« o 19
Males, . I g o W o K
Females, . . . . | . . o1
Unknown, 2. ¥ % & @ g A

— M
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Natives, . - . . . . . Bi
Foreigners, z : i 2 : e . 11
Under 5 years of age, - . . .17
From 5 to 10 years of age, . . . 9

10 to 21 years of age, " . . 18

21 to 50 years of age, 8 : . 3b

50 to 70 years of age, . 3 i 9
Of 70 and over, . . ; . 4
Unknown, ‘ : = 2

— M

Those of 70 and over, are of the ages, respectively, of 70, 75,
B0, and 85, Of the foregoing, five families, consisting of thir-
teen persons, reside on the reservation, and reccive support or
assistance from the State. They are:—

Males, . i : . ; . . A
Females, . . . ; : a . .
Under 5 years of age,
From 6 to 110 years of age,
10 to 21 vears of age, i
Z1 to 50 years of age, .
50 to T0 years of age, .
Of 70 and over, .

!N}I"&U‘lml-‘l—‘

13

Of those who do not live on the reservation, three families,
consisting of nineteen persons, including, in two of them, for-
eign husbands of Indian women, reside in neighboring towns,
and, if they should need assistance,—which is quite probable,—
would, as members of.the tribe, lovk to ithe Slate for relief|
having never acquired a settlement in the towns, or exercised
the rights of citizenship. The remainder of the tribe, as will
be seen by the accompanying table, are seattered in various
places, and some of them could not be found, nor their present
residence be ascertained. These latter have long ceased to
identify themselves with the tribe, and more or less of them, it
is probable, have aequired local setilements,

Two, only, of this tribe, elaim to be of pure Indian blood,
and of the wvalidity of their claim, there is much reason to
donbt. There are several others in whom the Indian bloed is
o strongly characterized as to indicate its predominance, but
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by far the larger portion are so mixed with foreign blood, that
the traces of the Indian race are slightly or not at all discerni-
ble. A few are nearly white, but most of them have the gen-
eral appearance of Africans, either pure or with a greater or
less admixture of white blood. In their personal characteris-
tics, habits, manners, and modes of life, there is generally
nothing to distinguish them from the mass of onr colored popu-
lation, with whom they are mostly commingled. A very few,
in whom the native blood predominates, have the roving dispo-
sition and unsetiled habils so characteristic of the race. This
trait is remarkably prominent in one of the families. Five of
them, all of whom had been heads of families, and one of them
having, at this time a family of minor children, could neither of
them be found, alchough the several places where they had all
resided within from one to four years past were ascertained.

As will be inferred from what has already been stated, this iribe
has no municipal, religious, or educational organization. The
greater portion of them, scattered in various towns, belong to
those municipal organizations, and have the benefits of religious
and educational institutions, such as are common to those in
their condition of lifa. Those who reside on the reservation,
although subject to the legal disabilities of Indians, enjoy the
benefits of the public schools of the town, and have the usual
opportunities for religious worship and instruction, so far as
they choose to avail themselves thereofl

The moral condition of that portion of the tribe residing on
the reservation has already been alluded to; in connection
with the notice of the change made in the loeation of their
residence, a few years since. But the Commissioner ddes not
feel that he would be justified, in view of statements that have
been made, and impressions that have to some extent prevailed
in the commuuity, in leaving the matter, without a little fur-
ther explanation. The report of the commissioners, in 1849,
says: ** This &ribe have reached a lower deep than any other
in the State. A jew get an honest living by cultivating their
laud, and by going out to work. The rest subsist on the bounty
of the State and by prostitution. They have no schools and no
preaching, are ignorant, improvident, and degraded to the

lowest degree.”
4
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This statement, to say the least, does the tribe great injustice,
and could have been based oply on information of an unreliable
character. The members, both on the reservation and off of it,
have the same advantages for education in the public schools,
and for religious instruetion, that other people do, in the com-
munities where they respectively reside, and the whole are of
as much average intelligence as those of the other tribes in the
Btate. The remarks were true, to a certain extent, as affecting
the moral standing of a small portion of these residing on the
reservation, where, formerly, intemperance prevailed to a con-
giderable extent, and, in some instances, its not unusnal con-
comitant, licentiousness, carrying in their train moral and
social degradation. The writer of this would not scek to
disguise or palliate these evils, fearful as they are, where they
do exist, and so much to be deprecated. He only wants the
truth, and the whole truth be known, and that this tribe should
stand before the world, positively and relatively, in its true
character. He does not believe, that, eleven years ago, thera
was much more, if any, of moral and social degradation in it,
than in some of the other tribes, and he is sure, from personal
observation, that the external evidences of its prevalenee, at
the present day, are not so great as in some others. The use
of intoxicating drinks, with the evils that flow therefrom, still
prevail to too great an extent on the reservation, yet, in this
respect there has, unguestionably been considerable improve-
ment, and the present gnardian is deserving of special commen-
dation for the firmness and decision he has manifested in
promoting this desirable reform.

The whole number of the tribe, reported by the commission-
ers in 1849, was forty-eight, of whom it was stated that about
one-half resided on the reservation. The number now residing
there is thirteen, a reduction of nearly one-half in eleven years.
Of those remaining, seven vary from 40 years of age to 75, two
of them being unmarried females between 40 and 50 years of
age. There is but one young married couple, and but four
children, two of whom are boys of 17 and 12 years of age.
The former of these earns his own living and the latter will
goon be able to earn his. Under these circumstances, no good
reason can be perceived, why all who are now minors should
not, as fast as they come of age, be placed on the same legal
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footing, as all other residents of the State, who are born upon
its soil. It evidently would not be just, toward the towns
where they reside, to throw those who are now aduliz and in a
state of actual or impending pauperism on them for support.*
But the youthful portion of the tribe, growing up with the
knowledge that they must provide for themselves, or take their
chance with all other paupers, and that they have no reserva-
tion to go to, when either from misfortune, shiftlessness, or an
evil and immoral course of life, they may be in want, will
scatter themselves abroad in the community, seeking profitable
employment wherever it may be found, and will thus, not only
diminish the evil of having congregated together, numbers who
do not feel, so strongly as they should, the duty of self-reliance
and the responsibility of sell-support, but will, by such distri-
bution, equalize whatever burden may hercaflter be incurred
by the public for their maintonance.

Of those residing on the reservation, one is emtirely blind,
between 40 and 50 years of age, thres others are old and infirm
and can do little towards their own support, three others are
too young to labor, and some of the others are more or less
infirm—all requiring partial assistance, which has been given
from time to time, by the guardian, as seemed necessary.
Their fuel is one of the heaviest charges. Formerly there was
wood upon the lot, which furnished what they wanted and
contributed something towards their support, but this is now
exhausted.

The families on the reservation all reside in one building
which was erected in 1857. It contains five tenements, entirely
separated from each other by permanent partitions. It is kept
in neat and decent order both within and without.

The expenditures of the State, for the support of this tribe,
since the report of the former commissioners, in 1849, have
been as follows :—

* This remark is made, and a similar one in the notice of one of the other
tribes, in consequence of a fear being expressed by town officers, at the publie
hearings, both in Webster and Gay Head, that the State was about to place
the Indians oa the same legal footing as other inhabitants, and, st the smme
time, to throw the charge of such as might, now or hereafter, be in waat,
upon the towns where they might happen to reside.
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In 1850, for support during the year 1849, . . 8327 12
1851, « Lod “ 1850, . . 9282 63
1858, « “ “ 1851, . . B804 13
18563, o . 1852, ’ . 365 12
1854, « “ “ 1833, ; . 829 BT
1855, . . 1854, . . 430 38

1856, < “ “« 1855, 8107 33

1854, for support to February, 1856, 439 T4
—_— 54T 0T

1856, * %  to August, 1856, $571 08

1857, ®  «  to Jan'ry 27, 1857, 693 33
— 1,264 46

1857, % to July 16, 1857, §683 02

1858, « = to January 1, 1858, 4056 13
1,089 156
1858-9, “  to Japuary 1, 1859, . . ToT o4
1850-60, o to January 1, 1860, . . 78125

This is exclusive of the salary of the guardian, the amount of
which, there are no means at hand of ascertaining for a portion
of the term. For 1858 it was §35.53 ; for 1859, $100.

In addition to the amounts paid for the salary of the guar-
dian, there should be added to the above—

For one acre land bought in 1857, . . . &5 00
For block of houses built on the same, . 1,500 00
For fencing and improving the lot in 1859, . 400 00

The exhaustion of the wood on the reservation took plaee in
1855, and the expense for fuel since that time has been about
$150 a year, and e increased expenditures since ihat time
are, to that extent, chargeable to that cause.

THE YARMOUTH TRIBE.

This tribe, if tribe it may be called, which has no organiza-
tion, or searcely any charaeteristic by which to distinguish its
members from the mass of the community with which it is
intermingled, reside mosily in Yarmouth, a few being seitled

L e ———
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in the neighboring towns. The whole number, with the excep-

tion of a branch that has become merged in the Herring Pond
Tribe, is ore hundred and twenty-siz, as follows :—

Families, . « b - ; . . 23
Males, 66
Females, . ’ ; o8
Unknown, : = ; ’ 2

— 126
Natives, . 5 2 3 : " ; . 105
Foreigners, . 2 = i f : . 21

Under 5 yearsof age, . . . IT
From 5 to 10 years of age, . . . M
10 to 21 years of age, . . . 36

21 to 60 vears of age, . . . 45

50 to T0 years of age, . : : 3

Of 70 years and over, . Z . 4 1
— 126

These are all descended from one man, who was born in
Yarmouth in the first half of the last eentary, some one hun-
dred and fifteen to one huandred and twenty years sinee, the
son of an Indian mother and white father. One of his daugh-
ters married a Herring Pond Indian and removed to that plan-
tation, where she has many descendants living at this time.
With this exception, nearly all of his descendants have inter-
married with whites, down to the present day, so that they are
substantially merged in the general community, having their
social relations with white people, with the exception of one or
two families. By the accompanying tabular list (see Appen-
dix, A,) it will be seen that in all the families, in which beth
heads are living, there are only two in which one of them is
not pure white, and it may be added, that the one having the
Indian blood is usnally so little eolored, that it would hardly be
noticed by one not acquainted with the fact. BSome of them
have but onesixteenth part of Indian Llood. Of the two
widows, one was the wife of @ white man. The other was s
Marshpee Indian, her husband one of the Yarmouth Tribe;
and her associations are with the colored population.

These facts are presented, as pertinent to our subject,
from the lesson they teach. Wherever the Indians have
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been subjected to the full inflaence of the unholy preju-
dica of casto and race, to consequent social proseription and
civil disability, their economical, social, and, usually, their
moral condition have remained in a comparatively low state,
scarcely advancing, under all the genial influences which may
have been otherwise brought to bear upon them. Under this
withering blight, too, they have hardly been able to keep their
own numbers good from generation to generation, ut, in most
cases have actually diminished, and are less numerous, now,
than they were a century or a century and a half ago. But,
the Yarmouth Tribe, situated wlhere, from some causs, that
prejudice appears to have been less active, and the proscription
less exclusive, and whers, too, their civil rights were conceded
to them, present a very different aspect. Iunstead of remaining
stationary, or receding in numbers, they have, in the eourse of
a century, increased from one person to more than thirty
families (ineluding the Herring Pond braneh) and one hundred
and fifty individuals. Instead of & proscribed class, seeking a
preearious support, to eke out a comparatively comfortless
existence, with their hands raised to the legislature, now
impleringly, for aid and relief, and now deprecatingly, lest
soma new disability or wrong should be inflicted on them, we
find them in possession of their civil rights, nearly all in a con-
dition of domestic ease and comfort, the peers of the community
about them ; not in high social circles or advanced polilical
positions, it is true, but with the barriers removed which would
prevent their aspiration to them, with the prize in view, as the
reward of their own personal energy, industry, and persever-
guce, Who shall say, that some of their number may not, at
no distant day, attain to the fruition of such aspirations.

It does not appear that any of this tribe are paupers, and,
considering the relation in which they stand to the community
and the State, it did not appear to be necessary fo prosecute
those inquiries into their economical condition, which, under
other circumstances might be required. Before my visit to
them, I was informed that one of the elder members desired
to see me for the purpose of presenting a claim for land now
in the possession of others. While there, the subject was
spoken of, but no intention was manifested to pursuE the matter,
and with the view of it, which had been presented to me, I
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did not think it proper to encourage such & movement. It is
gaid thai the land was sold by the Indian proprietors, and pay-
ment received for it, and the only ground of the present claim
is, that the consent of the legislature to the sale, as was then
required by law, was not obtained, and that; consequently, it
was illegal and void. It is believed that the chaneces of sustain-
ing a claim resting on such a basis, after the oeccupants have
been for a century or more in quiet possession, wonld hardly
be worth the money which must be spent in its prosecution.

THE DARTMOUTH INDIANS.

The Indians of the Dartmouth country belonged to the Wam-
panoag tribe and were sub-divided into Acushnets, Acoaxets,
and Aponegansets, by which names the several localities of their
residence are still mown. Their descendants are still found in
the same region, comprised in the ancient town of Dartmouth,
which embraced the present towns of Dartmouth and Westport,
and the ecity of New Bedford. Their present residence is
divided between these places, the most numerous settlement of
them being on the west side of Westport River. A number of
the families have emigrated fo western New York, California,
&c., and others are temporarily absent from the State. The
number of theose resident here or who are supposed to be only
temporarily absent, is one hundred and eleven, viz. :—

Families, . : . 3 w o . . 29
Males, . & % : i . . 58
Females, . . . = . . . O3

- —111

Katives, . : 3 % ; ; i . 99

Foreigners and unknown, . . . . 12
Under 5 years of ags, & % & I
From 5 to 10 wears of age, . . . T
10 to 21 years of age, i : . 2

21 to 50 years of age, . & . 44
50 to T0 years of age, i . . 19
Over 70 years of age, . & & w B i
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Those over T0 are respectively, 73, T4, 75, 77, 20, and 84
years of age.

Having no common lands or common fund, these Indians
have escaped the special paternal care and guardianship of the
Btate, and, relying on their own cxertions, and mingling more
with the general community than those on the plantations, are
above the average of the Indians in civilization, general intelli-
gence, and the enjoyment of the comforts and privileges of
social life, contrasting very favorably in this respect, with their
near neighbors and brethren of the same original tribe, who
have enjoyed the privilege of the State’s guardianship, on the
Indian Reservation at Fall River. So far as is known, they are
entitled to, and are in possession of, thes rights and privileges of
citizenship, in the towns where they reside.

The eelebrated Paul Cuffe, well known both in this epuntry
and Europe, for his efforts in behalf of African civilization and
Christianization, some forty-five years since, was a native of this
tribe, of mixed Indian, African, and white descent. He visited
the western coast of Afries, onece or twice, in a vessel of his
own, fitted out, freighted, and commanded by himself, and
manned entirely with ecolored men. On one of his voyages, he
visited England, and was received with marked attention in that
country, even in the saloons of the nobility, and of royalty itself.
He was a man of great probity of character, and one of the
few men of his raee who have accumulated property, so as to
place themselves in circumstances of pecuniary independence.
Some of his descendants still reside in the vicinity of his former
residence, but a larger number have emigrated to California.

It has already been stated that these Indians have no com-
men lands. They lay claim, however, to tracts of consider-
able extent, sitwated in Dartmouth and Westport, of which
their white neighbors are in poesession, and, to which, they
affirm that the Indian title was never extinguished. There was
an examination of their elaim, at the public hearing at New
Bedford, the last sesssion of which was held on the thirty-first of
August last, (1859,) a notice of which is the subject of a special
report.

None of these Indians are permanent paupers. One of them,
in conseguence of natural imbecility of mind, has required
and received some assistance. There was said to be a female
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residing in one of the families named Amelia Lewis, aged 24,
who claimed to be a descendant of the Gay Head Tribe, who,
in consequence of a cancer had been obliged to rely, to some
extent on private charity. I made an effort to see her, to in-
vestigate the matter, but failed, in consequence of her absence
from liome. It appeared, however, from what I could ascertain,
that her grandmother belonged to Gay Head, but the family
have been so long away from that place, that her claim for
support would not be acknowledged by that tribe, nor does it
gcem just that she should be thrown upon them. Should she
become a public charge, it would seem that her support
should necessarily devolve on the State.

The statistics of these Indians, (see tabular list in Appendix,
Ay are not g0 full as T had intended, in consequence of failing
to receive returns from town aod city clerks, which I hoped
to get. The deficiency, however, considering the relation in
which they stand to the State, was not thought of sufficient con-
sequence to incur the expense which would be necessary to
remedy it.

MAMATTAKEESET INDIANS.

The Mamattakeeset Indians had their original location in the
vieinity of the Mamattakeeset Ponds, in Pembroke. It appears
by the Plymouth Records, that about the year 1675 a council
of war ordered the removal of the Mamattakeeset tribe to Clark’s
Island., This movement contemplated their safety from the
attacks of hostile tribes. The numbers of this tribe, so far as
they have been ascertained, is twenty-five, viz. :—

Families, . " y . ; . . 5
Males, . ’ P i : ’ . . 18
Females, . . . ‘ " 5 . 12
: — 25
Under 5 years of age, . . . s @ B
From 5 to 10 years of age, . ; . v
10 to 21 years of age, . ‘ . . &
21 to 50 years of age, . £ . s
50 to 70 years of age, . R : o B
1

Of 70 and over years of age, . . ; "

e
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The person over 70 years of age is Jane Hyatt, single woman,
aged T1.

There is reason to believe there are several other persons
belonging to this tribe, but as they all enjoy the rights of citizen-
ship, it was not deemed necessary to pursue the inquiry further.
Of those whose names are returned, (see Appendix, A,) one
only is a pauper, and Le has been supported by the town for
about ten years past. None of them hold any real estate or
other taxable property.

TUMPUM TRIBE.

The “ Tumpums” are supposed to have been a local tribe,
or subdivision of a tribe, whose former residence was in Pem-
broke and vicinity. Traces of them have been found in other
plages where they have intermarried, and the name is still
found in Marshpee. The number remaining, who are not in-
cluded in other tribes is fifteen.

Families, . . ‘ . . ; : . 4
Males, A i 3 = = ]
Females, 9
— 15
Under 5 years of age, . : . 3
From 5 to 10 years of age, . . . 3
10 to 21 years of age, 8 ‘ . 2
21 to 60 years of age, . i e P
Over 70 years of age, . : . : .

Those over 70 are Abigail Christopher, aged 75, and David
Fuller, aged T1.

The members of this tribe appear to be capable, intelligent,
and moral. One aged person has received some publie assist-
ance. They are understood fo be in the enjoyment of their
civil rights, as citizens of the State.
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DEEP BOTTOM INDIANS.

Some five or six miles westerly of Edgartown, the road leading
from that place to West Tisbury, Chilmark, and Gay Head,
erosses 3 deep valley, which, eommencing in the central portion
of the island, slopes gradually down southward o the sea. This
valley is called “ Deep Bottom.” Near its southern extremity,
a little way up the western acclivity, is a small settlement of
Indians, ealled, from the name of the valley, the Deep Botiom
Indians. Their whole number is thirteen, viz. :(—

Families, . & i A ; & .
Males, 2 i a . % i @
Females, . " . " ‘ N

-
e

|m--1

13
Natives, . 5 : : . 13
Under 5 years of agﬂ, . . . ;
From 5 to 10 years of age, . ; i ’
10 to 21 years of ags, .
21 to 50 years of age, . 3 A :
60 to 70 years of age, . : . 5

]mmmr-'m

13

The ancestors of these Indians have occupied this locality
from the first settlement of the island by the whites. I am
unable to say preeisely how much land is held by them. I was
disappointed of the opportunity at which I expected to obtain
the particulars, and my subsequent inguiries, relative thereto,
were ineffectual, owing to the secluded situation of the parties.
The larger portion of what they hold is a tract of sixty or sev-
enty scres, which, for a long period, was in the pucasasmun of
others, but was awarded to them in 1858, by a commission insti-
tuted by the State to investigate the mtter. Pending the
inguiry, the vocupunts of the land cut the wood off, and sold it.
For the value of this wood, the Indians had a just claim, but,
on recovering possession of the land, they compromised this
claim for a trifling consideration. They now complain that they
were grievously wronged by the compromise, and that they sub-
mitted to it, only in consequence of their pressing necessity for
something, and the want of means for litigating their claim, so
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as to secure a just egunivalent for the value of the wood. The
land recovered is worthless for eultivation, and, being stripped
of its wood, would sell for very little, and will yield no income
till it shall be again grown over with wood, and this will reguire
twenty years or more, before it will be of a size suitable to cut.
Thus the award added nothing to their present means of sup-
port, except the pittance they were indueed to aceept, as an
‘equivalent for the value of the wood. That pittance was soon
exhausted, and one family, that of Isaac Easton, when 1 was
there, was in very destitute and straitened circumstances. His
wife, 2 woman near 70 years of age, had been confined to her
bed, of a distressing malady, for many months, withoui any
prospect of speedy relief, and without the means, except through
the charity of others, of obtaining medical aid and articles neces-
sary for & person in her eondition. Their ease will probably be
brought before the legislature by a petition for relief.

The land held by them, aside from that already spoken of, is
a small pateh adjacent to each of their humble dwellings, and
they have no other property. They lay claim to other land in
their vicinity, and had intended to present it for investigation
at the public hearing held on the island, but failed to do so in
consequence of the absence from the island, of the person on
whom they relied, till it was too late to give him time to make
the necessary preparations, and of their pecuniary inability to
employ any other person to do it. Of the validity of the claim,
I bave no personal means of judging, but intelligent persons,
having some knowledge of the facts, expressed the opinion that
it was well founded.

The Deep Bottom Indians have no organization of their own,
religions or municipal ; they have never been under puardiap-
ship, and are not considered as entitled to the rights of citizen-
ship. They are gencrally intelligent, and sustain a fair moral
character. The natural sterility of the soil they oceupy, com-
pels them to seek other means of subsistence and keeps them in
indigent cireumstances ; yet none of them have been supported
as paupers, and, with the exception of the family above named,
it is not apprehiended that they will, for the present, become a
public charge.
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MIDDLEBOROUGH INDIANS, -

The Middleborough Indians were formerly located in the
vieiniiy of what is called * Betty's Neck,” in the present town
of Lakeville. The whole number, reported to me is ten, viz, :(—

Famies, © o« 3 & % % = -« 4
Males, s : = E i 2 3
Females, . . 9 . . 2 T
— 10
From 10 to 21 years of age, . : ¢ B
21 to 50 years of age, . . . T
50 ta 70 years of age, 1

10

It is understood that none of these now reside in Lakeville
or Middleborough. The three males are all seafaring men, and
two or three of the other families reside in New Bedford. Itis
believed that they all are entitled to the privileges of citizen-
ship. They have no distinct organization, and have no lands
in possession, cither in common or in severalty. They lay
claim to a tract of land, in the neighborhood of their former
location in Lakeville, and the maiter was brought to my notice,
by one of the claimants, at one of the public hearings in New
Bedford, and would have claimed my further attention, but
that 1 found a special commission had been instituted by the
legislature, charged with the specific duty of investigating all
Indian land claims within the eounty of Plymouth, and, on
inguiry, I fonnd that this sulject was in the bands of that com-
mission. Under these circumstances, it appeared to me, that
my duty required me to suspend any action in the case, and
await the report of the commissioners, whose special duty it
was 1o ack therein.

Nothing is known of the peculiar circumstances, character,
or condition of these Indians, which should prevent their being
placed, with the other unorganized Indians of the State, on the
same fooling, and, in all respects, in the same legal relation to
the Commonwealth as all the other citizens thereof,

It is not known that there are any paupers among these
Indians.
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MISCELLANEOUS INDIANS.

Beside the descendants of Indians who are classified, there
are others whose classification may be doubtful, some of them
having the blood of two or three tribes in them, and others, who
possibly may liave been descended from some tribe out of the
State. I have put these in a separate list under the head of
Miscellaneous Indians. The number of thess, of whom I have
returns is sixty-nine, viz. :—

Families, . 3 ; ! : : . 18
Males, . ) . . . 54
Females, ; . 35
— 69
Under 5 years of age, . 3
From 5 to 10 years of age, 6
10 to 21 years of age, . . . 20
21 to 50 years of age, . " & 28
50 to 70 years of age, ; 8
Of 70 and over, 2
Unknown, . 2
— 89

These are divided, in the list, into five sections, those in each
gection being of one kindred. Some claim descent from the
Natick Indians, some from the Punkapogs, and others from the
Narragansetts, while others, still, confess ignorance of what
tribe ibey are descended from. None of their claims, on inves-
tigation, appeared sufficiently conclusive to decide on their
classification, None of them are known to possess auy land,
and none of them it is believed are paupers, with the exception
of one aged man, who has received some assistance. So far as
could be ascertained, they are all allowed the rights of citizen-
ghip. They are all in indigent circumstances, though most of
them obtain a good living. In their moral and social condition
there is nothing peculiar, to distinguish them from the mass of
the community in their station in life, many of them being
respectable and intelligent, and performing their social and
relative duties faithfully.

T

From the foregoing we find that the census of the several
tribes and scattered families of Indians and the descendants of
Indians in the State presents the following

AGGREGATE.
Whole number of persons, . A . . 1,610
Families, . - ‘ . " . . 376
Males, . : " . . ' . 170
Females, ' , . . . . 829
Upknown, . : : 3 ; . 6
, — 1,610
Natives, . e 1,438
Foreigners or unasaertmnaﬂ, . . 172
— 1,610
Under 5 years of age, . . ; . 188
From 5 to 10 years of age, . 2 . 165
10 to 21 years of age, . . . 319
21 to 50 years of age, . : . 636
50 to 70 years of age, . . . 174
Of 70, and over, . : ; : . DD
Unknown, . . . 13
—_ 1,610

The aggregates of the Plantation Tribes are as follows, viz. :
Whole number of persons, . . . . 1,241

Families, . E ; ; ; i . 28
Wl o = = ow w  wo
Females, : : : ; . * . B30
Upknown, . . : . S . 3
— 1241
Natives, = ? ; ; R 1,126
Foreigners, . . ' , . 115
e 1,241
Under 5 years of age, . ; . 147
From 5 to 10 years of age, . . . 123
10 to 21 years ofage, . . . 277
21 to 50 years of age, . ‘ . 494
50 to TO years of age, A . . 136
Of 70 and over, . . . . 143
Age unknown, . ' . ; . 11

41 a1
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Having passed the several tribes, &e., in review, we come to
the consideration of the question, for the solution of which the
statisties and other information embedied in this Report were
required to be collected, viz., whether the Indians of the Com
monwealth * can, compatibly with their own good, and that of
the other inhabitanis of the State, be placed immediately and
completely, or only gradually and partially, on the same legal
footing as the other inhabitants of the Commonwealth.” In
this consideration, the subject very naturally and conveniently
separates itself into three divisions, viz. :—

1. In reference to those Indians and descendants of Indians,
who, with their ancestors, have never been under the special
guardianship of the State, who have no reservations, and who
are either scatiered and mingled with the other population, or
reside in neighborhoods, without any distinet organization.

2. Those tribes having reservations, on which most of them
reside, with little or no intermixture of whites amongst them,
and who are, or bave been, under guardianship—ineluding the

Chappequiddie, Christiantown, Gay Head, Marshpee, and Her-

ring Pond tribes.

8. The tribes which have reservations, or have had them,
and are, or have been, under guardianship, but of which the
smaller portion only, or none at all, of them now remain on the
reservations. These include the Fall River, Punkapog, Natick,
Dudley, and Hassanamisco tribes, and to these may he added
those of the second division, who have left their reservations,
and reside elsewhere.

The Commissioner, distrusting his own ability to judge cor-
rectly on a question so eomplex, and involving considerations
=0 important, and perhaps vital to the interests of so many
individuals, would have been better satisfied if his responsibility
ended here, and if, having eollected and arranged the facts, he
was at liberty to submit them to the wisdom of the legislature,
without expressing any opinion of his own. But as the law
requires him to report for the consideration of the lagislature,
bills founded on these facts, “in view of consummating the
present provisions for conferring civil and political rights on the
Indians of the Commonwealth,” a further duty rests npon him,
which, after anxious and careful consideration, he proceeds to
fulfil.
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Of the first class of Indians, above named, he has no hesitation
in saying, that in its moral and social condition, it stands
decidedly ahead of the other two: that, nowhers among them,
did he find the improvidence, penury, ignoranee, and personal
degradation, which are found combined in individual cases, in
nearly all the plantation tribes, while a very considerable por-
tion of them, whether mechanics or others, in the towns, or
laborers in.the farming districts, live as comfortably as their
neighbors, and their character and general intelligence would
not be discreditable to them in any community, This class,
generally, rests under no legal disabilities; but, being exempt
by law from taxation, some have chosen to avail themselves of
that exemption, and submit to consequent disfranchisement,
while others, who would prefer to exercise the rights of citizens,
have submitted to the deprivation thereof, under the suppesition
that the towns had the right, by omitting to tax them, to debar
them from the exercise of those rights, and that for this exclu-
sion they bad no remedy, The. undersigned can see no reazon
for the exemption, as applied to this elass, and would, therefore,
respectfully recommend that they be at once put on the same
footing, in every respect, as the inhabitants of the State, who
are not of Indian extraction.

The second class is the most interesting of the three, both on
account of its greater numbers—comprising eight hundred and
fifty persons, or more than one-half of the whole—and of the
anomalies which their case presents. Here are five commmuni-
ties within the State, but not of it, subjeet to its laws, but
having no part in their enactment; within the limits of loeal
municipalitics, yot not subjeet to their jurisdiction ; and hold-
ing real estate in their own right, yet not suffered to dispose of
it, exeept to each other. In the five, without any good reason
for the difference, three measurably diverse legal conditions
prevail. Chappequiddick and Christiantown tribes are under
guardianship,” and no person belonging to either of them,
however capable or shrewd he may be, can make any contract,
either to buy or to sell, which shall be valid in law, without the
written consent of the guardian ; and, for sundry petty offences,
the gnardian is authorized to inflict punishment unusual and

* See Act of 1827,
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cruel, and such as is not permitted in any other case, nor to
any other offender, under the laws of the State. The law
provides a semi-municipal organization for these tribes, but the
provision is held in abeyance, and the law, in that respect, is
not carried into effect. In Marshpee, a municipal organization
is established,” with authority to assess taxes, yet without any
power to enforce their collection ; with authority for the man-
agement of the public lands and fisheries, for the establishment
and maintenance of schools and the support of the poor; in
brief, with the powers of a town, but not entrusted with the
charge of their own funds, which are held by a Treasurer,
appointed by the Governor and Council. The people of Gay
Head were authorized to accept the provisions of the Act of
1827, relating to Chappequiddick and Christiantown, and it was
provided that, whenever they should do it, the Governor might
authorize the Guardian of those tribes to act as the Guardian of
Gay Head, also. DBut, never having chosen to avail themselves
of this privilege, this tribe, whose territory is not included
within the limits of any town or municipality of the Common-
wealth, have no legal organization whatever. The management
of their public lands and funds, the disbursement of money for
the support of schools and the poor, and for other purposes, and
all other acts of a public nature, which are necessary, are man-
aged through the agency of voluntary assoeiation, without any
legal authority derived from the State fo enforce their deings,
or to give them validity. The difficulties to be encountered and
overcome, under such a system, may well be imagined, and the
repugnance with which they contemplate the idea of a gunard-
ianship may be inferred, from their having so long submitted to
these difficulties, rather than accept the provisions of the Aet of
1827.

But, with all this diversity of systems, in the tribes, the
primary relations of the inhabitants to the State, and the mutual
obligations between them and the State, are the same in all,
and, in coming to a correct solution of our question, a clear
understanding of that relation is necessary. The commission-
ers under the act of 1848, present a view of the matier in their
report, that appears to me to be so correct, that I feel justified

* Sea Acts of 1534, and 1553.
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in quoting freely from it. All these tribes had reeeived more
or less pecuniary aid from the State, which, though granted
mostly for public purposes, is, after all, a contribution of =o
much toward their support. The commissioners, after show-
ing that these contributions were comparatively small, proceed
to say :—

But, be the cost of supporting them greater or less, we take the
ground that the State owes it to them, not as a gratuity, but as a debt
which eanmot be, honorably, or even honestly, evaded. We have
brought them into their present condition. The dizabilities under which
we have placed them, while they declare their unfitness to perform the
duties, have produced and perpetuated their unfitness to bear the burdens
of eitizenship.

The history of all conquered and proseribed races and eclasses, illus-
trates the impossitality of elevating such races and classes, while under
civil and politieal disabilities, It was among the prineipal ohjects of the
colonization of this country, in the langnage of the charter of the colony
of Massachusetts Bay, that “ the good life and orderly conversation of
the colonists may win and incite the patives of the country to the
knowledze and obedience of the only true God and Saviour of mankind,
and the Christian faith, which, in our roval intention and the adventurer’s
free profession, is the principal end of this plantation.” But, until the
conversion of the Indians was secomplished, they were treated as
heathen, and, of courze, unfit to be members of a Christian Common-
wealith. The early colonial legislation in rezard to the Indians was
dictated by the spirit which excluded all, except members of the church,
from any agency in political or eivil affiire.  The progress of civil and
ecclesiastical liberality has released all exeept the Indian from these
dizabilities, The African, the Turk, the Japanese, may enjoy in Maszsa-
chusetts, all the privileges of American citizenship. The Indian, alone,
the descendant of monarchs, is a vassal in the land of his fathers. FEven
the Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights, our State Constitu-
tion, brought no deliverance from oppression, no recognition of unalienable
rights, no constitutional gunranties to the poor Indian.  The inconsiztency
of our past and present treatment of the Indians, with the whole spirit,
and, indeed, with the letter of our constitution, is so well exhibited by
Mr. Hallett, in his arsument before referred to, that we make no apology
for making the following extracts, as applicable to all the Indians of the
State -—

“They must be either hereditary vassals, or servants, by right of
conguest, or public enemies held as hostages and prisoners, or paupers,
or persons individually, not eollectively, incapacitated and nonr compos
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“The constitution recogmizes mo distinetion of color, and no civil
inability in classes or communities. It declares government to be a
* socinl compaet by which the whole people covenants with eneh eitizen,
and each citizen with the whole people, that all shall be governed by
certain laws, for the eommon good.”

“In the second article of the first chapter, it leaves all the rights
of vitizenship to every muole inhabitant, of twenty-one years and upwards
possessing certain property qualifications, ‘ and to remove all donbt con-
cerning the meaning of the word inhabitant in this constitution, every
person shull be considered an inbabitant, in that town, district, or planta-
tion, where he dwelleth or bath his home.”

#Iphabitant and citizen, therefore, are synonymous terms, with the
gole exception of aliens, paupers, and persons under guardianzhip, that
iz, under guardianship by general laws, affecting all citizens who come
unider their provisions, and not by special laws, made for a whole pome
munity, withont discrimination.

%3, The Marshpee Indians are not aliens. They are not o domestic
nation, a3 the Cherokees are declared to be, by the Supreme Court of
the United States. They have no rights secured by treaty, and no other
rights than those of property and person, applying to them, as to all
other eitizens.

#35. They are not vassals, slaves, or servants. They were not con-
guered by our fathers, but were the fiends of the whites, before the
war of the Revolution, and, in that war, fought on our side, for which
some of them now receive pensions

#4. Arc they paupers? They cannot come under this bead, for they
are all freeholders in common, and the law permitting them to take the
puor debtor’s oath, makes an express exception of their Janded property.

“3. Are they incapacitated? Not naturally, They are nol ron
compog mentis. How then are they incapacitated? To justify the
placing of the property and person of the citizen under puardianship, he
must, individually, be incapacitated. Every individual of the Marshpee
tribe must then be proved to be incapacitated, to justify taking away his
rights of person and property, and they must be placed unpder the
general laws of guardianship. You eannot declare a whele community
to be incapacitated from the exercise of individual rights.  As itregards
the Marshpee Indians as a community, it is false reasoning, to tuke it for
granied, that they are incapable of self-government ; because they never
have had a fuir opportunity of testing their capacity, and because, they
are now as well informed and as temperate sz many of the planiaiions
wete, when originally incorporated into towns. On what principle, then,
is it, that there has always been a distinction between the laws made for
governing the Indians, and those made for the whole people, when the
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constitution declares that “all shall be governed by cerinin laws for the
common good.”

“It begun in the mecessity of guarding against the hostility of the
Indian tribes; but this necessity ceazed to exist, (if it ever did exist in
relation 1o the Marshpee tribe,) long before the Revolution. Now, by
what process of reasoning can it be shown, that the Todian inhabitants
of this Commonwealth, were not ineluded in the first article of the
Bill of Rights? viz: ‘Al men are bom free and equal, and have
certnin natural, essential, and unalienable rights; among which may
be reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their rights and liberties ;
that of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property ; in fine, that of
seeking and oblaining their safoty and happiness.” ™

We dwell upon this peint, not to indulge in uzeless faul-finding or
regrots over past legislation, but for the purpose of directing attention to
theze disabilities, us producing and perpetnating the degradation of the
Indians, and so constituting a claim upon the State which has established,
and which =till sustains, the svstem, No man can say what would Lave
been the present eondition of the Indians, but for these dizabilities. It
will potdo to say that the Indian is incapable of improvement. The
experiment hus never been fairly tried. Efforts have been made to
Christianize and elevate them; and we are gravely told, that, becanse
they have always fuiled, therefore, they always must fail; but it seems
to bave been forgotien, that the effect of these efforts has always been
controlled by the crushing influence of civil and political disability, and,
as a necessary vesult of these, of social prozeription. It is, as Frederick
Dounglas says, in relation to the incapacity of the African race for
improvement,—himself an eloguent reflulation of the falsity of the
affirmation : * Sixteen millions of Anglo-Saxons grind to the very dust,
three millions of Africans. Take your heels off of oor necks, and ses if we
do oot rize” We have trented the Indians as wards, serfs, vassals, slaves,
We have taken the manazement of their property, and have allowed it
to be squandered and lost. We claim the right to dispose of their
persons, giving their goardians the power to bind them out, as minors,
and to appropriate the proceeds of their labor, al their almost irrespon-
sible discretion. That this power has pot been abused iz owing to the
character of the guardians, and to a state of public opinion, which,
unfortunately, has not yet infused itself into the laws. Can we hesitate
as to the duty of the Commonwealth, to those whom Chief Justice Parker
terms “ the unfortunate children of the public.”

We need not argue the question of the legal cbligation of the Com-
monwealth to provide for the Indians. In the case of Andover vs.
Canton, (Mass, Reports, vol. xiii,, p. §47,) that matler was adjudicated
upon and settled by the supreme tribunal of the State. The following
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extracts, from the decision of Chief Justice Parker, are pertinent and
important, alike from the legal principles settled and the humane spirit
which characterizes them. “1It is not an admissible idea, that a tribe of
Indians, of whom the legislature had assumed the guardianship, whose
land and other property is taken into public custody, and even whose
labor is disposed of, without consulting the inhabitants of the town within
which they may dwell, should become chargeable to the town, in case of
poverty, merely because they lived within its limits. There is always
supposed to be a consideration, past or present, for the obligation of
towns to rest upon, in the support of paupers. They have received
some benefit from their property, or that of their ancestors, by taxation
or otherwise; and they may dispose of them in service. But, with
respect to this tribe of Indians, the town of Canton could never have
received a benefit in any way, having no right to tax their property or
their polls, or to diminish the expense of supporting them, by placing
them out at service.

“ Probably the legislature will consider the remaining tribes and
parts of tribes of aboriginals, which yet remain within the confines of
this Commonwealth, as the unfortunate children of the public, entitled
to protection and support, when their means of subsistence fail, and when
it shall be found that they are incapable of civilization, so far as to be
admitted as citizens.

“Such seem to have been the humane views of the successive legisla-
tures of the Colony, Province, and Commonwealth; they having, at
various times, empowered agents to take care of the lands which were
allowed to be the property of native Indians; and in several instances
having provided means for their support, comfort, and instruction. It
certainly would be more worthy of the liberal character of this Com-
monwealth, to make a general and permanent provision for the mainte-
nance of such of the tribes, as shall be brought to indigence, than to
throw the unequal burden upon the towns where they may have chiefly
resided ; those towns not only never having derived any benefit from
their labor or property; but, on the contrary, having generally suffered
disadvantage from having considerable landed property exempted from
taxation, and from the unsettled habits and manners of such a population.”

It seems to us, therefore, that from every consideration arising from
our past treatment of the Indians, from a uniform recognition of the
obligation by the legislature, and from the simplest requirements of
humanity and justice, we owe to them a comfortable provision and sup-
port ; not, indeed, such support as will perpetuate habits of indolence
and improvidence, but such treatment as, while it shall relieve from
present suffering, shall tend to form habits of self-reliance and self-
support.
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They should not be treated as paupers. We find that they nearly
all have that feeling of pride, which shrinks from being objects of charity.
"This feeling, which is almost the only vestige, and which a wise legisla-
tion should foster as the germ, of a hopeful self-respect, we should not
wantonly wound. They are not State paupers. The legislation of the
last one hundred and eighty years has recognized as Indians, all descend-
ants of Indians residing upon Indian lands. We plead for them, not as
paupers, or as public beneficiaries, but as entitled to the pittance which
is necessary to their comfort; and, instead of compelling them to apply
for scanty relief, year after year, to the committee on claims, which is
generally composed of new men, who cannot become acquainted with
the subject, who are usually too much influenced by the fear of being
regarded as more extravagant than their predecessors, and who, as the
history of the past shows, and from the nature of the case, are liable
both to withhold and to grant unwisely, we think, to re-quote the words
of Chief Justice Parker, it would be more worthy of the liberal charac-
ter of this Commonwealth, to make a general and permanent provision
for the maintenance of these unfortunate children of the public.”

It is the pride and glory of Massachusetts, that all the
“unfortunate children of the public” within her borders are
suitably cared for. The lunatic, the deaf mute, the blind, and
even the poor idiot, partake of her bounty, bestowed not
stintedly and grudgingly, but with that liberality of her great
heart, which blesses, at once, the giver and the receiver. The
Indians stand in this relation to her by a double tie, that
of nature and adoption—an adoption, which, however well
meant it may bhave been, has not been, thus far, prolific of
blessings to them, for, in attempting to take care of their
property, it has withheld from them the opportunity of learning
to take care of it themselves, and, in depriving them of the
right of citizenship, on the pretence that they were not qualified
to exercise it, it has deprived them of the means of preparing
themselves for the discharge of its duties, and of the incentives
which would influence them to do it. Shall they, then, be an
exception to the beneficent rule which has governed our
action toward other classes. Or, shall not the State, rather,
discharge to their full extent all the obligations, which these
peculiar circumstances impose upon her? 'We have discharged
but a small part of them, when we have appropriated a little
money to repair a meeting-house or a school-house, for the
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support of such State paupers as accident may have thrown
among them, or even when we may have provided for any
trifling balance which may remain uncancelled in their annual
expenditures. They will not be fulfilled, till we see that they
are qualified, so far as their respective mental endowments will
permit, to provide fully for their own wants, that they are
prepared for the enjoyment of the rights and privileges, which,
by nature and our social and political systems, are their due,
and that they are secured in the possession of them.

The disabilities under which they labor can be remedied,
only in part, by legislative action. The bitter prejudice of
color and caste, and social exclusion can be remedied only by
a more liberal, just, humane, and Christian public sentiment,
and a satisfactory change in this respect must necessarily be a
work of time. But civil and legal disabilities may be removed
at any time, and the questions at issue are, as to the time when,
and the manner in which it shall be done. That the Indians
have an absolute right under our constitution to be citizens,
few, probably, would deny. But, as the skilful physician,
when, in consequence of weakmness or disease, the light has
been excluded from that delicate organ, the eye, does not let it
suddenly in upon it, but only as it becomes strong and able to
bear it, so should we treat the mental and moral weakness
which our wrong has induced. We have despoiled them of
most of their lands, and then, assuming that they are incapable
of taking care of the rest, we have deprived them of their civil and
legal rights, and, as a consequence, placed them under a social
ban, wounding their self-respect, and taking away the incentives
to improvement and progress, and have thus aggravated and
perpetuated the very evil which we made the apology for the
wrong. They have so long labored under these disabilities,
and so long been subject to the encroachments, exactions, and
sharp dealings, of the shrewder and more practiced men by
whom they are surrounded, that they have come to look upon
the laws which place them in this position, as their only safe-
guard from entire ruin. There is no doubt that if those on
the larger plantations, included in this class, were placed at
once on the same legal footing as the other inhabitants of the
Commonwealth, they would become a prey to the unprincipled
and unscrupulous ; the patrimony of many, if not the most of

1861.] SENATE—No. 96. 129

them would soon be gone, and they would be left without the
energy, skill, and self-reliance, necessary to acquire a living—
a tax and a burden on the public. So well satisfied of this
are the more intelligent among them, that I hardly found a
man of this class, that did not deprecate the idea of such a
change at the present time. At Marshpee, after a full dis-
cussion, the vote was unanimous against a change. At Gay
Head and Chappeqiddick a similar fecling prevailed. There
are individuals, who feel deeply the deprivation of their rights,
and who have no fears on their own account, of the responsi-
bilities which their restoration would impose on them ; but, with
a laudable abnegation of self, they seck rather the welfare of
their race than the gratification of their own aspirations.
There are a few, who are urgent for an immediate removal of
their legal disabilities, but they are generally the intemperate
and dissipated, or the idle and unprincipled, who seek a freer
scope for the gratification of their appetites, or a better
opportunity of preying on the substance of others.

In view of all the facts in the case, carefully ascertained, and
of the deductions, which, on mature consideration, seem neces-
sarily to flow from them, I have come to the decided conviction
that the tribes, which are arranged in this class, can not,
¢ compatibly with their own good, and that of the other inhabi-
tants of the State, be placed immediately and completely on
the same footing as the other inhabitants of the Common-
wealth.”

It is equally apparent, that it is not compatible with their
own good or that of the other inhabitants of the State, that
their present condition should be perpetuated, and it would
afford special satisfaction, if we were prepared now to prescribe
the limits of its duration. Whether it shall be shorter or
longer, must depend in a great measure on the influences,
which, by legislation or otherwise, shall be brought to bear upon
them. They need education—not school learning merely,
though that is necessarily comprehended in the term,—but the
education of the whole man, and a better development of his
powers, and a better appreciation of his possibilities and his
responsibilities, than now prevails among them. They should be

led to aspire for a better condition, and be trained to habits of
17
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patient, persevering, earnest, hopeful, and systematic industry
as the means of attaining it.*

Of the existing agencies, which might be, and which ought
to be, rendered more efficient to this end, the school teacher
and the pastor are most prominent and available. The teacher
should be fully impressed with the conviction that the book-
knowledge which he imparts is not the end sought, but only a
means to a higher and nobler end, and that it is often in his
power to contribute to that end, more efficiently and success-
fully, than by the mere ordinary routine of school instruction.
. It is eminently in his power,—and what can be more legitimately
in his province ?—by the influence which an earnest and quali-
fied teacher acquires over his pupils, to mould their minds, and
give them a direction which will influence, and possibly control,
their whole subsequent life ; and he should let no opportunity
pass unimproved, to elevate their tone of thought and feeling,
and to instil into their minds those lessons of practical wisdom
and virtue, which give a zest to their studies, and add so much
to the value of their learning, when acquired.

The influence of the pastor may be made more immediately
perceptible in its practical results than that of the school
teacher. Bearing in mind that Christianity is not the religion
of barbarism but of civilization, and, in its better manifesta-
tions, of culture, and of refinement ; that it purposes, not merely
to save the soul, but to make it worth saving ; that,in proportion
as the mind is so cultivated, improved, and enlarged, as to
enable it to comprehend and appreeiate the beauty, simplicity,
and sublimity of the great truths of religion, are the probabili-
ties increased of its being brought under their influence; that
we best perform our duty to our Maker when we make it
include all our social and relative duties; a faithful pastor,
among this people, will find that he has more duties than those
of the Sabbath, to perform, and that, during the week, his time
may be as profitably employed, in preparing those under his
charge to become good Christians, as it can be, on that day, in

* Nothing strikes the visitor for the first time, to some of the plantations,
more forcibly than this want of habits of systematic, well-directed industry.
The use of spirituous liquors has unquestionably had much to do, in inducing
the evil, but even this may be met and overcome by proper counteracting
influences.
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the somewhat doubtful attempt, of persuading them to be, what
only they can be, in their present condition, very indifferent
ones. He will find, in fact, that both times have their appro-
priate and correlative duties, each auxiliary to the other, and
each necessary to the success of both.

Combined with these influences, properly applied, if the leg-
islature will provide for a single Commissioner for all the tribes,
who will devote his whole time and energies to the improve-
ment and amelioration of their condition, it will have made an
important advance forward in the right direction, and prepared
the way, it may be hoped, for an early consummation of the
proposed change. Of this latter proposition there will be occa-
sion to speak more fully, after we have treated of the tribes in
the third class. With the exception of the substitution of the
single Commissioner for the present Treasurer of Marshpee and
Herring Pond tribes, and the Guardian of the Chappequiddick
and Christiantown tribes, and giving him advisory powers in
the Gay Head tribe, no farther change would be recommended
in their political relations to the State, till the experience of the
Commissioner shall demonstrate ils necessity and indicate what
it should be.

The moral and social condition of the tribes embraced in the
third division, varies so much as to make the disposition which
shall be made of them a more complex question. The Hassan-
amisco and the Natick tribes, and a portion of each of the
others, including also the off-shoots from the tribes of the second
division, who have abandoned their plantations and settled else-
where, stand as well as those of the first division, and should,
of course, follow the same destination. Those of the Fall River
and Dudley tribes, who reside on the reservations, fall below
the average of the second division in their general character,
leaving the remainder of this division in an intermediate grade.
No reason is perceived, sufficiently imperative, to prevent the
placing of all in this division, with the exception of those residing
on the plantations of the Fall River and the Dudley tribes and
those who are beneficiaries of the State, at once, upon the same
legal footing as the other inhabitants of the State. They have
been, for some time, commingled with them in the same com-
munity, generally under as favorable circumstances, in most
respects, as the other colored population of the State, to which
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they assimilate, and have not been subjected to the peculiar
present disadvantages under which those labor who are residents
of the plantations.

The plantations of the Fall River and Dudley tribes seem to
have become little better than eleemosynary establishments,
where pauperism is perpetuated from generation to generation.
Still, if a Commissioner, having oversight of the Indians of the
whole State, should be appointed, it would probably be the wisest
course to delay any essential changes in relation to them, till
he shall have had the opportunity to acquaint himself with their
circumstances and condition, to consult with the present guar-
dians,and then to consider what further action may be required.
If such an officer should not be appointed, I would recommend
that the guardianship be abolished, and that these two planta-
tions be turned over to the charge of the overseers of the poor
of Fall River and Webster, respectively, with such powers,
limitations, and restrictions, as the legislature may see fit to
impose.

In brief, it is recommended :—

I. That no change be made in the legal relation to the State,
of those residing on the plantations of the Chappequiddick,
Christiantown, Gay Head, Marshpee, Herring Pond, Fall River,
and Dudley tribes, and those who may be only temporarily absent
therefrom, and that all the other Indians of the State, except
such as are now its beneficiaries, be placed at once on the same
legal footing, as the other inhabitants of the Commonwealth ;
and that none may have reason to complain of unjust and illegal
deprivation of their constitutional rights, it is recommended
that any member of the above named tribes, who wishes to
become a citizen, may do so by filing a certificate to that effect
with the clerk of the town where he resides and paying a poll
tax ; whereupon he shall be entitled to all the rights and privi-
leges of citizenship, and shall, thenceforward, be debarred from
ever again returning to the legal condition of an Indian.

II. That a Commissioner be appointed, who shall perform
all the duties now required of the treasurer of Marshpee and
the guardians of the other tribes, who shall have advisory
powers in relation to the Gay Head tribe, and whose duty it
ghall be, to watch over the interests of the Indians of the State,
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to guard and protect their rights, and to promote their general
welfare and improvement.

It is believed that the same amount of good can be realized in
no other way, at so little cost, as by the appointment of such a
commissioner. He should have the whole subject of Indian
affairs and relations under his charge, and should reduce it to a
well-digested system, adjusted to the circumstances of the
present time and the wants of the future. There has been
neither order, system, nor uniformity of purpose, in our legisla-
tion concerning the Indians. The subject has not been studied,
nor the facts ascertained, or the relations correcily understood,
by successive legislatures, and consequently much of the legisla-
tion has been special in its character, and too often dictated by
mere expediency for the occasion, to get over a present difficulty.
Thus, grants of money have been unwisely made and indiscreetly
applied, and the-whole matter has become so complicated, that
he must be a patient man who will trace out the legislation and
digest it, and a wise one, if he can tell, when he has done it,
precisely what the legal relations of the Indians are, and what
their various rights, in relation to property, whether held in
severalty or in common, having reference as well to the Indian
traditional law as to the statutes of the Commonwealth. The
commissioners under the law of 1848 encountered this difficulty.
They say :—

“The legislation has been exceedingly loose and variant ; sometimes it
has been in the form of a general law, sometimes, of a special law, some-
times, of a resolve ; and, of the latter, sometimes an annuity has been settled
on a particular individual, and, at another time, an appropriation has been
made to a guardian or judge of probate, for the benefit an individual or
atribe. We have found it @ most perplexing task to go over the legisla-
tion of the last two hundred years, together with the records of executive
proceedings, in order to ascertain the legal condition of each tribe ; and
we do not wonder that successive committees on claims and accounts,
amid the pressure of other legislative duties, have abandoned the task of
inquiry as to the laws now in force, in despair, and have been compelled
to resort to a temporary expedient, which has only made the confusion
worse confounded.”—(House Doc. No. 46, 1849, page 55.)

With one year’s experience in the discharge of his official
duties, the commissioner would probably be prepared to report
to the legislature, as a substitute for existing laws, some general
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plan in relation to Indian affairs, by which order and system
should be brought out of the present confusion. All expendi-
tures of moneys appropriated by the legislature for the benefit
of the Indians, should be made by him, as well to secure its
economical use, as its faithful application to the purposes
intended. All claims upon the State, for services rendered to
the Indians or for articles furnished to them or for their benefit,
and all petitions in which the rights, interests, or welfare of the
Indians are specially involved, should come before him, to be
reported on to the legislature. This would save that body from
the danger of being misled and imposed upon, as it has been
sometimes heretofore, by being obliged for want of some such
source of information to rely on the ez-parte testimony of
interested or incompetent witnesses.

But the great object sought to be secured by this appointment,
would be, the institution of measures which should result, at
no distant day, in such an improvement in the character and
capabilities of the race, that they may safely be left to man-
age their own concerns and to rely on their own resources,
without any supervision or aid, on the part of the State, more
than it exercises in the affairs of every other individual. In
this direction, if properly qualified for his place, he might
accomplish much, by aid and counsel, in the developing and
husbanding of their resources, and the judicious application of
them, in the systematizing of their industry and giving it a
profitable direction, in teaching them the value of their time,
and such an appropriation of their leisure as shall make it a
season of improvement or profit, instead of wasting it in idleness,
or in hurtful or eriminal indulgences—in fine, in the thousand
ways in which a superior, cultivated, and practical mind may
be useful among such a people.

But, as a guaranty of success, he must be fitted for the place.
He must be prudent, judicious, discriminating, and impartial,
with a greatly human heart, and must engage in his work
in the true missionary spirit, more for the love of it, and
for the good he may do, than for the pecuniary recompense
he is to receive. He must win the confidence of the Indians,
and having established that, he may exert an almost unlimited
influence over them. This has been exemplified in the person
of Hon. Leavitt Thaxter of Edgartown, who for a long period

a9
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of time, has been the umpire of the members of the Vineyard
tribes, in the settlement of nearly all cases of differences be-
tween them, and it is not known, that, in any instance, there
has been an appeal from his judgment.

The appointment of such a commissioner was urgently recom-
mended by the commissioners under the Resolve of 1848, as
will be seen by reference to their report. They say :—

“We regard the appointment of a single commissioner, instead of the
several guardians and the commissioner of Marshpee, as indispensable
to the improvement of the Indians. They have been so long under
dizabilities, as to be, as a whole, incapable at present, of self-government ;
still, there is enough of Indian impatience of restraint, to make them
dizlike the idea of guardianship. They need counsel, advice, encourage-
ment; almost universally they are teachable and accessible to kind influ-
ences. A single commissioner, intelligent, sagacious, and prudent, acting
upon system, and devising means of permanent improvement, entrusted
with discretion to apply the funds appropriated by the State for their
benefit, would contribute, more than any other instrumentality we can
conceive, to their permanent welfare and to prepare them for the
privileges of citizenship.”—(House Doc. No. 46, page 57, 1849.)

If the legislature believe that such an appointment would be
advantageous to the Indians, the expense should not deter them
from authorizing it. If it were only in consideration of the
benefit accruing to them, it should be done, on the same
prineiple that appropriations are made for other benevolent
purposes, having this advantage over most of them, that it
promises in the long run, to be pecuniarily remunerative. But
considered simply in its economical aspect, it commends itself
to our judgment. In the first place, it will save the salaries of
the treasurer of Marshpee, and of the guardians of the other
tribes. It would probably save its cost, in a short time, in the
diminished amounts annually required for the aid and relief of
the Indians, and the commissioners’ report in 1849, before
quoted, says: “ The advantages arising from the familiarity of
the commissioner with the facts necessary to be known to the
committees of the legislature, would alone equal the amount
of his salary.” But, in this point of view, the important con-
sideration is, that it would be likely, at a period not very remote,
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to enable us to dispense entirely- with any appropriations in
behalf of the Indians. '

Viewing the whole subject in the light of all the facts and
experience that can be brought to bear on it, there seem to be
three prominent modes of disposing of it, each susceptible,
however, of modifications which would not essentially change
their character, from which we have to choose.

I. To leave things as they now are, with the certainty of
the necessity of continued annual appropriations, and annual
legislation, for an indefinite period of time, to meet the
exigencies, which, to a considerable extent are constantly
OGCI'II‘I'll'lg.

II. To place the Indians at once on the same legal footing
as the other inhabitants, with an equal certainty that appro-
priations, at least as large as heretofore, will be necessary for
some years to come, and the strong presumption that they must
be largely increased in the future, to meet the prospective
pauperism which the change will induce: Or,

III. To adopt the proposed plan of a single commissioner,

with the powers and duties already indicated, in the reasonable

hope that, while it will conduce largely to the welfare of the
Indians, it will not, for the present, essentially, if at all, increase
the expenditure required under the existing system, and that
it will be the means of saving it all, or nearly all, at no distant
time in the future.

The economical view, though obviously the least important,

has been most dwelt upon, for the reason that, practically,
such considerations, more than any other, have influence in
determining questions of this sort. Viewed in reference to
other considerations, the reasons in favor of the change acquire
an immensely increased force. In the decision of the question
is involved the welfare of nearly a thousand of the unfortunate
children of the State, and their posterity—unfortunate, because,
for no fault of theirs, they have been despoiled of their property,
robbed of their civil rights, shorn of their manhood, and made
the unoffending and unresisting victims of a most cruel social
proscription. It is proposed that we should, now, by such
means as can safely and prudently be applied, prepare to lift
from their shoulders the heavy burden we have imposed on
them, and aid them in ascending to the position they ought to
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occupy. Their hands are stretched out imploringly to us for
relief, and all they ask, and more than all they ask, is justice,
so long delayed,—simple, naked justice. Shall not Massachu-
setts, with her large means, with the most intelligent, free, and
prosperous community on the face of the earth, accord so much
to her sorrowing and long-suffering children ? Justice, Human-
ity, and Religion, unite in pleading, trumpet-tongued, in their
behalf, and consistency to our own professions, our honor, our
love of the right and hatred of the wrong—our own interest
even—all, demand that we should aid, so far as we can do it by
legislation, in lifting them up and preparing them for the full
enjoyment of their civil rights, and, when prepared, that we
should secure them in the enjoyment of them; and that we
should, as nearly as circumstances will permit, place them on a
perfect equality in all respects with every other citizen. All
this we should do for them, because it is their due, and with
any thing short of it we should never rest satisfied.

In conclusion, I have prepared Bills embodying the recom-
mendations herein contained, which are presented for the
consideration of the legislature.

All which is respectfully submitted,

JOHN MILTON EARLE.
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