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The Amicus Committee operates as a joint committee of REBA and the Abstract Club to write and present amicus curiae
briefs relating to real estate law matters to the Massachusetts Appeals Court and the Supreme Judicial Court as well as,
on occasion, to the Federal District Court of Massachusetts and the First Circuit Court of Appeals. Briefs are often
submitted at the invitation of the court or, on other occasions, at the request of counsel to one of the litigants. In
deciding whether to submit a brief, the Committee evaluates which party it believes should prevail in the case, whether
the case involves issues with wide application in real estate law, and whether the case will have significant precedential
value or, alternatively, whether the case is so fact-intensive that it will not provide a useful precedent in addressing

similar issues in the future.

Because of the Committee’s nearly 50-year history, and in light of the respect afforded to REBA by the courts in the field
of real estate law, the Amicus Committee is uniquely situated to play a role in assisting Massachusetts appellate courts in
shaping and resolving long-standing complex issues in the real estate law arena, whether involving long-standing
ambiguities in the common law applicable to title and conveyancing matters or complications of a more recent origin
arising out of ongoing statutory or regulatory enactments in the ever-expanding areas of leasing, environmental and land
use law. Through its involvement in each carefully selected case in which the Committee elects to submit a brief, the
Committee has a very tangible and long-term impact upon the evolution of real estate law.

Membership on the Amicus Committee is by invitation. The Committee is largely comprised of current and former REBA
committee chairs and select members of the Abstract Club, although briefs are often solicited from, and contributed by,

the broader community of REBA members.
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