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Gayhead August 25 1859

Respected Friend sir

| have consulted with Deacon S Johnson and others and we have concluded, that it will
be best to have our business meetings legalized at present we have no means of clothing
our officers with authority, if we wish to repair our roads or raise alittle money for the
school or keep publick buildingsin repair or to deal with disorderly schoolers we have no
means of doing. The land that we hold in severalty which come by heirship or purchase
enclosed or taken in the rough and cleared is ours according to all Indian customsin

severalty, we think our titles ought to be confirmed.

Our poor have been a great burden to us, one man has been a pauper 32 years at an
average cost $ 1.50 per week which not much short of 2.50 dollars we have others that

we have to half by times more than $1.50 per week but not much less

[page 2 -- continued]
If any further information write | will do the what | can.
Thy friend,

Zaccheus Howwaswee

To John Milton Earle

Worcester Mass
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Edgartown, Jan. 28, 1860
My Dear Sir,

Deacon Simon Johnson of Gay Head is now with me, and expresses some anxiety
for the interests of his people. He thinks that some one has written you, to the purpose
that the people of Gay Head desire adivision of the lands.

The Deacon thinks a division of the land will not promote the best interests of the
people, but will be injurious to them, and this | think is the opinion of most of the people
there, who are not foreigners.

The Committee on the Indiansin Duke's County in 1827 reported a Bill which
was ordered to be printed and distributed among the Indians for whose benefit the Bill
was intended — March 10, 1827.

| trust that no final action will be taken or any bill relative to the Indians, till they
shall have an opportunity to examine its provisions.

| fear the consequences of any material change, especidly relative to the Indians
of Gay Head, who are differently situated than any others, especially, from their isolated
position.

| should be glad to converse with you on this interesting and difficult subject, but
| feel confident that Y ou will not recommend any thing that you do not think conducive
to the welfare of the Indians.

Very respectfully,
Your Friend,
Leavitt Thaxter

Hon. John Milton Earle
Indian Commissioner
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P.S. * Aunt Eleanor Nelly Joseph of Chappequiddic wishes me [to] state to Y ou her
claims against her two sisters, deceased,
Against Betsey Carter, for services. $36.00
“  Peggy Peters, for board. $306.00

Altho Y ou have no authority to settle the above, yet such a case shows that some
provision should be made by the State, that she should perform al her obligations.

The Indians have been and are quasi minors and wards of the State, who has
voluntarily assumed Guardianship too them.

| am not surprised that Y ou w[ere] not prepared for the Guardian of the Chap. and
(Christiantown Indians. My answer to Question 1 on p. 72 of the Report of the Indian

Commissionersin 1848 was true then and is equally true now, especially of the

Chappequiddic Indians. Mr. Merchant, to say the least has done them a grievous wrong.

Leavitt Thaxter

* Formerly Aunt Nelly Goodrich, now Aunt Nelly Joseph
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REPORT

TO THE

GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL,

CONCERXING THE

Juvians of the Commontrenlt],

UNDER THE ACT OF APRIL 6, 1859.

By JOHN MILTON EARLE,

COMMISSIONER.

BOSTON:
WILLIAM WHITE, PRINTER TO THE STATE.

1861,

E11



Commonwealth of MAlassachusetis.

ExecuTivE DEPARTMENT. CouNcit. Cwarrner )
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@
Tommonwealth) of MRlassachusetts.

In Sexare, March 15, 1861.

Sent down for concurrence.
S. N. Grrrorp, Clerk.

e s ——

HousEe or RepresentaTivEs, March 16, 1861.

Accepted, in concurrence.
WiLLtax Srowe, Clerk.

E13
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Lommonwealth of IMassachusetts.
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Report

Relating to the Boundaries of certain Indian Lands at Gay Head, prepared by Hon.
Charles Marston, Commissioner appointed under Resolv Chap. 42, 1863, to assertain and
determine the boundary lines of Indian lands at Gay Head submitted to the Governor and

Council March 13, 1866.
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HOTUSE....No. 219.

Commonwealth of fHassachuscits. -

ExecuTive DEPARTMENT. BosToxN, |
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1066.) HOUSE—No. 219. 5

BARNSTABLE, #6. FEnruary 27, 1866.

Personably appeared Charles Marston, above named, and made oath that
the foregoing account is just and true; that the money charged as expended
bas been actually and neceesarily expended ; and that the other charges are
Just and reasonable ; and that the account of time spent is correct.

Before e,

GEORGE MARSTON,
Justica of the Peace.
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SENATE....No. 14.

REPORT

OF THE

COMMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATURE OF 1869,

ON THE

GONDITION OF THE GAY HEAD INDIANS.

JanNnvary, 1870,

I Hereby certify that the attached is a true cexy <

Sen. Dic. 4 sf 1809

Srnl in 4 Mapcapheepba Ui T3
[sceted in the Mascochuesti: Sids Lo

Ko/ i/
4

EG7



- GAY LEAD l‘.\'l)[.\NS. [Jan.

Commonwealth of Massachusctts.
[u the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

(Chap. 103.]
ResoLve in relation to the Gay Head ludians.

Resolved, That a joint special committee, consisting of two
ou the part of the senute and three on the part of the house,
Le appointed to sit during the recess of the legislature, for the
purpose of visiting the Indians of the District of Gay Llead, to
inquire into their condition and to veport to the next legisla-
ture.— Approved June 23, 1869.

Ou the part of the Scunate, Messrs. HoLpen, of Essex, King,
of the Island District, are appointed.

S. N. Girrorp, Clerk.

On the part of the House, Messrs. Davis, of Lunenburg,
Saitii, of Doston, Hagr, of Fall River, are appointed.

W. S. RouiNson, Clerk.

[ Herehy certily that the attached is a true coy C

Sen. Deoc. 4 o f iT6q

located in the Masseohuses
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I Herehy cerfify that the attached is a true copy

S enm Dee i‘ﬁ o t ig\u(i

located in the Massachussiis “UiL/,

1570, SENATR—No. 1L, 14 )

Commouwealth of fMassachuscits.

To the Hon. [I. I. CooLivge, President of the Senate.

The Committee appointed under the preceding Resolve, having
attended to their duty, and given the subject their careful
attention, beg leave to submit the following

REPORT:

Among the list of subjects to which the attention of the legis-
lature of 186% was called by the governor in his annual address,
was that of the anomalous condition of the Indians of the Com-
monwealth. A joint speeial committee was accordingly ap-
pointed ecarly in the session, consisting of three ou the purt of
the Scuato, and seven on the part of the Huouse, who toenk tho
whole matter into consideration, and in their final report,
(1o, Does. Nos. 483 and 502, 1869,) after presenting the tacts
and statistics so far as they had beeu able to gather them, and
with an explanatory clause stating why no report was made
concerning Gay Iead, closed by recommending the passage of

1st. An Act to enfranchise the Indians of the Commonwealth.
24, An Act to incorporate the Town off Marshpee. !
3. A Resolve in relution to the Gay [lead Iudians.

The first and third measures were adopted, but the second

was lost; whercby the people of (Marshpee as well as of) Gay

" Head wero made the recipients of the glorivus privileges of

Massachusotts citizenship in full—with the single slight draw-

back that boing neither o town by themselves, nor part of any

otlier town, the aloresaid privileges could ncither be excrcised
nur enjoyed,

E6G9 -«



I Hereby certify that the attached is g Irue copy of

S en

located in the ]

4 GAY IEAD INDIANS. [Jum.,

To prepare the way for remedying this continuation of the
“ political anowmaly,” as least so far as Gay IIcad was concerned,
the present Comumittee visited the people of that district, and care-
fully noted their condition, their prospects, their situation, their
views and opinions,

Tae DistricT oF GaYy HEabp

has been often described. Tt is one of the three peninsulas situ-
ated on the western end of Martha’s Vineyard, the other two
being Nashaquitsa and Squipnocket. “They are nearly cut off
from the main land of the Island by Menemesha Pond which
cornes in from the north Ly a narrow strait, so shallow as to be
easily fordable at low-water, and extends across to within a few
rods of the south side, leaving an isthmus over which passes the
highway to Nashaquitsa, and thence to Gay Head. Nasha-

quitsa connects Gay Head by another narrow isthmus, which .

has Menemesha Pond on the north-east, and Squipnocket Pond
on the south-west, the latter poud bounding Gay Head on its
south-east side, and dividing both Gay Head and Squipnocket
from Nashaquitsa, except by another narrow neck, which con-
nects them at the eastern extremity of Squipnocket.  Gay Head
is ol nearly equal length and breadth, the outline somewhat ir-
regular, between a circle and square iu form, and contains,
within its area, about two thousand four liundred acres of land.
About four hundred and fifty acres of the land is held in
severalty, and is fenced and occupied by the several owners, and
the remainder is held by the tribe in common.”*

This was the “ tenure 7 at the time of Mr. Earle’s writing,
from whose excecdingly ahle report we quote, (Sen. Doc. No.

- U6, 1861,) and is so now. Shortly after the establishment of

(iny Icad as a district, in 1862, (Stat. 1862, ch. 184,) steps
were taken to ascertain aud determine the existing boundary
lines of the lands leld in severalty. In 1863, (Resolves, 1863,
ch. 42,) Hon. Charles Marston was appointed to perform this
duty, but died before completing it, whereupon Hon. Richard L.
Puase was appointed in 1866, (Resolves, 1866, ch. 67,) and
under his active and judicious supervision, order is being

* Subscquent surveys show that the whole number of acrea is nearer 3,400, of which
a little less than one-Lalf is now held in severalty.
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1870.] SENATE—No. 11, 5

rapidly DLrought out ol chavs and the Jimits of cacli person's
lot warked out by stukes und bounds.  Some of these are ex-
cecdingly small ; one wowan, as Mr. Pease informed us, having
had a claim of only four rvws of corn.  In the performance of
his dutics, Mr. Pease is obliged, upon such exumination and evi-
dence as is accessible, to decide as to the ownership of property,
and his deeisions are generally acquiesced in with a good grace
and with a Dbetter spirit of acquiescence, no doubt, than if he
were dealing with the ordinary run of white "people. The
settling of this matter of ownership has now become absolutely
essential in connection with the new condition upon which these
people are about to enter; and it is not improbable that, before
a great while, a condition of things will arise by which all special
care and aid on the part of the State may be safely withdrawn.

In addition to what is held in severalty, there is the large
tract of somae nincteen hundred acres held in common., This
land is uneven, rough, and not remarkably fertile. A good
deal of it, however, is, or might be made, reasonably productive
with a slight expeuditure, and, doubtless, would be if the owners
had the means ; but, deficient as they are in * worldly gear,” it
is, perhaps, better that these lands should continue to lie in
common for the henelit of the wliole community as pasturage
and berry lands, than to be divided up iuto small lots to lie un-
tilled and comparatively unused. This, however, is a question
of *¢ property,” which every “ citizen ”’ should liave the privilege
of determining for himself, and the people of Gay Head have cor-
tainly the right to claim, as among the first proofs of their
recognition to full citizenship, the disposition of their landed
property, in accordance with their own wishes. Accordingly
we have inserted iu the bill accompanying this Report, a section
making the same provision for a distribution of their lands as
was mado last year for the other tribes. [Sco Stat. 1869, ch.
463, sect. 3.] The

PoruLariON

does not vary much from the the tables given by Mr. Earle.
The whole number of actuul residents is a little over two
hundred. Of these about ninety-four are males, aud about one-
half of thesa are of tho ago of twenty-one. Theso are mainly
engaged in fishing and agricultural pursuits. Sqme few (and
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mostly tho young) «o (o sen, and remain away for many yeaes,
but alimost invariably return to their native isle as they near the
middle age ol life, in preference to settling in more tivored
lands.  Ofthe permancit vesidents a mueh better report can be
wade now thun was made by the commissioners in 1349 (ITo.
Doc. No. 44, 1349,) or even by Mr. Earle in 1861, who said—

“The Gay Ileaders are, in the main, a frugal, industrious, tem-
perate, and morad people; but not without exceptions.  In these
respects thi have greatly iiuproved within the last thirty yeurs, und
particularly witliin the lust ten or twelve years, so that, itis believed,
they will Lear a favorable compuarison with any ot the other tribes.
They have made great eftorts to promote the cause of temperance
and of gencral morality, in which the mass of the population have
united ; but w fow individuals have stoud aloof and thrown their in-
fluence against these desieable reforms. . They arve generally kiud and
considerate toward each other, and perform their social and relative
duties us well as do the other people in whose vicinity they reside.
It isnsomewhat remarkable fact, that, of less than two hundred per-
sons who live on the plantution, over sixty, or about one-third of the
whole number, are eommnnicants of the chureh, and wany of them
adern their Cheistinn profession by the purity of their lives and

conversation,”

At the meeting held by the committee at Gay Ilead on their
recent visit, the chairinan of the selectmen said in substance,—

“In reference to the general character of the Gay ITead penple, he
wus inclined to be & little modest ; but he said that Rev. My, Ilateh,
who lived there four years, and another minister who had lived there
two years, had both given their testimony to the effect that they
Lad never seen @ case of drunkenness among the people during their
residence. What the testimony of the prescnt minister woull be he
wus unable to say ; but he could speak tor himsgelt, as Lie wus present.
Rev. Mr. Stone nccordingly rose, and said that, not only had he
never seen an instance of intoxication there, but he could say of this
community what he could not say of uny other within the runge of
bis experience,~he had never heard a profane oath rwttered umong
these people.”

This was not isolated testimony, but the unanimous expres-
sion of all who were conversant with the habits of tlieso peoplo
tho lust few years, Of
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Paurers,
they have but three at present; oue, an ageld woman, who re-
quires partiul ussistance ; the other two, an aged man and o
young child, are boarded out at the expeuse of the district.
This has been about the average for thie past cight years.
There is one

Districr Scuool,

which is kept open about eight months of the year, by a male
teacher in winter, and a female teacher in summer.  Hitherto,
the expense of this school has been Lorne by the State,
and, iu view of the peculiar situation of this people and their
circumstancees, wo carnestly hope this aid will be continued.
In no better way can the Conimounwealtl compensate the long
years of degradution to which an unjust denial of the rights of

citizenship doomed them, than by generous assistance towards
the education of their children.

Tae CnurcH

is of the Baptist decuomination, now presided over by the Rev.
(iilman Stone. There are about forty communicants, and the
average attendance at their meetings is quite large.  They re-
ceive about two hundred dollars annually from the * Socicty for
Propagating the Gospel among the Indians,” and we cordialiy
reiterate the wish of the first committee, as expressed in their
report (Ho. Doc. No. 133, 1869,) that, althouzh these people
are now no longer techuically “ Indians,” the Socicty will eon-
tinue their benefactions as heretofore.

We come now to the consideration of the question, what shall
be done with these people thus poorly circumstanced and dis-
tantly isolated. Slhall they be annexed to Chihmark, or incor-
porated as a town ? [n view of all the facts as we have learned

them by careful inguiry, and close observation, we unhesitat-
ingly and ununimously answer:

INCcORPORATE THEM AS A TowN!

But it will be said the population is too small. That objection
cumes rathor late now. In looking over the list of towns we
find that Gay [Tewl is very neavly the size ol ull and Mount
Washington, only ubout onc hundred less than Nahant, only
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about one handred and fitty less Uaoe Montgomery and Hollaod,
and actaadly Luger than New Ashlord, Mouroe, or Gosnold,
While, therclore, it may be ordinarvily desivable that tuwus
should be larger than these, since the exceptions have been
made, for doubtless “ good reasons,” let them be cuntivued for
the henelit of Gay [lead, whose ¢ reasons 7 are certainly asstrong
as any urged for the towns above-mentioned.

By the ceusus of 1863, the population of the towns above-
mentioned was as folluws :—

Hull, . . . . . . . 260

Mount Washington, . . . . L2387
Nahaut, . . . . . . 313
Moutgomery, . . . . . . 3h3

Holland, . . . . . . . 368
New Ashford, . . . . . . 178
Monroe, . . . . . . . 101
Gosuold, . . . . . . . 108

But, they are too poor, coutinues the objector.  Yes, they are
pour, but this, instead of being an argunient against, is an argu-
ment for, theiv leing incorporated by themselves, Now, though
pour, they arve free from debt; anuex them to Chihwark (the
nest adjoining towi,) aud they are immedialely taxed to help
pay, not only the ordinury yearly expenses, but also the existing
town debt of Chilmark!

By themselves they can be as frugal and economicul as a town
as they now are as a district; put them with Chilmark and
they becomne powerless hefore the greater numbers of that
town, aud, nofens volens, must submit to all measures, lhowever
estravagant, which their weulthier noighbors may seq fit to pass.
As a district thoy now have sll the essential furms of a town
government, and manage the fiuancial and other matters of
local interest to their own satistaction. They have, therefore,
the Lenetit of experience, und we doubt not will continue to do
prudently, wisely and well, whether you call them *town” or
“district,” provided, you only continue them in their experi-
mcent of self-rovernment.

{n Lis counection we are reminded of a matter which bears
directly upon this question ol town cxpenses. Nol umong the
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least ol these is the expense of repaiving rowls, Now it so
happens that the road frow Gay Hewl to Chitmark is iu most
deplorable condition of which your Connmittee had most * strik-
ing 7 proof. To put this roud inte faiv travelling condition
would cost morc than Gay Iead could possibly afford or Chil-
mark be willing to give. Itis the maiu road leading directly
to the United States light-house ou Gay [lead, aud is much
travelled in summer by people frum the main land, pleasure-
seeking on the Vineyard 5 in fact, it would be as much for the
benelit of summer travellers [rom the State at large as for ei-
ther Chilmark, or Dukes Couunty, to have this road repaired.
Situated in Gay IHead (all that portion requiring heavy repairs)
it * Lelongs " to that town or district to keep it in repair.
This they would doubtless gludly do, if the State would first
put it in repair, as we think the duty of the Com nuirvealth re-
quires. We should ever bear in mind that the Commoirveslol.
hias been the self-coustituted guardian of these people, and, as
such, was bound to look out for, and take care of, them and
their interests ; among the interests to be protected, we hold
that the first in convenience if not of importance was the open-
ing and kecping in order a good road whercby they could hold
travelling communication with the rest of the State.  Speaking
of their distance from Chilinark and the disaudvantages of their
comparative isolation as compared with their boiug brought into
quicker and readicr contact with the outside world, Mr Earle sys :

« It has alrendy been stated that Gay Iead ig a peninsula,  Across
the naerow which connects it to the main island, passes the bound-
ary Letween the Indinng and the whites, and a substantial stone
wall is built upon the lividing line, exeept where the road passes,
[aned here] bars ave placed, i these have to be removed whenever
a carriage crosses the line.  Thus surrounded by the sea, except at
this one point of ingress and cgress, situated at a distance from the
main or any other land, except the small island ot ¢ No-inaw’s-land,’

_about three miles distant, they are almost isolated from the rest of

the world.  This comparative isolation has both its advantages and

disudvantages.  While it removes them from the direet contact with

the vices of the outside community, the concomitants of civilization,

it ents them off from most of the comforts, conveniences and

enjoyments peculiar to refined society, and a more perfectly devel-

uped socinl state, 1t subjects them to losg of time, mud to ex-
2
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penses which beae hieavily o then, and treneh severely o their
linmiteed means,  For their blacksmithing annd various ather Kuds of
mechanical work, for thelv physivian, deugs, store supplies, &e, they
are compelled to go frotn seven to fitteen miley, and every grist of
grain that they luwve ground, nust be carvied ten miles to will, and
then, i it eannot be ground, at the 4ime, they must wake another
juurney to get i

For these and other reasons that will readily occur to any one
acquainted with the subject, we recommend that provisiou be
made at an carly day whereby the road in Guy Head from the
light-house to Chilmark shall be put in good travelling order at
the expense of the State; and this, whatever may be the deci-
sion as to incorporating Gay Ilead as a separate town.

Aud now to resume the question of incorporating Gay Ilead.
It was saidin sfelation to incorporating Marshpee, and 1nay be
ad of Gy [ead, that it is not good, sound policy to incorpor-
ate « whole town of negroes. Well ; admitting the assertion to
be true for the sake of' the argument, (and we would not admit
it for any other purpose!) we auswer, first, that Gay Head
would not be a whole town of negroes! That some of the peo-
ple bear a large proportion of negro blood is true, but, (to
quote again from Mr. Earle,)

% The people of Gay Iead, like those of the other plantations, arc a
mixtwre ol the red, white, aml black vaces. They huve, ulso, an
infusion ol the Llood of the chivalry ot the South, as well as of the
Portnguese and Dutehy as might be futerred frpm the numes of
Randolph, Madison, Comsa, Sylvia, and Vanderhoop being found
among them. Neurly all of their young men, herctofure, have
gone 1a sei, and many of them never veturn ; some dying at sea,
and uthers tinding new homes tndistant lands.  The places of these
are supplied by others, chivtly sailurs, fromn abroad, who, getting
acyuainted with the Guy Head men at sea, come -here, and marry
Gay MHead women, and settle here for life. By this continual cflux

of native males, and infux of toreign males, the Indian naes have

almost become extinet, and but for two or three families, a list of
their names would never suggest an idea of’ their aboriginal origin.
The adinixture is much like that on the other pluntations, with,
perbaps, @ less infusion of the Afvican than in some of them, A
few are so strongly marked with the Indian characteristics, uy to
induce the beliet” that they nre very nearly of pure blood ; but there
are none so neurly white, as in sume of’ the other tribes.”
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Thus we find that so far from Gay Head being all of a class,
or =0 exclusively made up of one race as to present a dangerous
example of *easte,” it is in fact decidedly mixed, while as yet,
il any one blood predominates it is undoubtedly the Indian.
But suppose it were otherwise, and that negro blood did indeed
prevail ; should it Le suill of Mussachusetts that she refused to
incorporate a body of her citizens into a town because they were
bluck ? tiod forbid. Whether the “fiftcenth ammendment”
finally prevails or not, the time has long gone by when in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts cqual political rights and
privileges will be refused to any citizen or any body of citizens
on account of race, culor, or previous condition of servitude.”

[or these reasons, then, among others, to wit: because they
are capable of sclf-government, as their history since 13652
abundantly shows ; because they are as worthy and well quali-
fied now as they probably ever will be under the dominion of
of any neighboring town ; Lecause they are far remots from the
nearest adjoining town by from four to seven iiles; because
the people of that town have been and still are strongly opposed
to the annexation of Gay IHead to them ; because the people of
Gay Head aro (with but oue exception,) unanimous for a sepa-
rate township, s shown by their uction at the public mecting at
which the Committee attended; because, other things being
cqual, the wishies of the parties most interested ought to be
consulted ; and finally, because having already governed them-
selves in reality for the past tew years (since 1862) a continua-
tion of this eontrol, while it would work no injury to any other
interests would bie of great benefit to the people of Gay Head—
giving them renewed assurance of the contidence of the Com-
monwealth in them wnd iuspiving them to further effort towards
improvemett—we unanimously recuiumend that Gay Head be
incorporated as a township Ly itself.

i conclusion, we appeud the form of an Act which embodies
the views of the Commitlee, and has been drafted so as to har-
munize with chapter 463 of the Acts of 186Y.

We also beg leave to refer for fuller statistics and information
on the general subject, to the able reports already quoted from,
made by Hon, F. W, Bird in 1848, J. M. Earle, FEsq. in 1861,
anel again last winter by Mre. Bird from the (irst committee.

We desive also before closing to express our warm thanks to
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the [lon. Richard L. Pease, of Ldgartown, for very valuable
assistancs rendered us at Gay Head s to suporintendents W L
Bullock, of the Old Colony Railroad; W. Ladd, of the Lair-
haven Branel; and I N, Winslow, of the Cape Cod Railroad,
for their courtesy in passing the Committee over their respective
roads ; and to Captain M. L. Eldridge, and his ollicers, ol the
sthoolship Massachusetts, for the wuny utientious and generous
hospitalities so freely rendered us while cruising with them to
the Vineyard and back.

N. J. HOLDEN,

G. A. KING,

Of the Senate.

E. DAVIS,
J. J. SMITI,
A. G. HART,
Of the House.
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Tommonwealtl) of Massachusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight ITundred and Seventy.

AN ACT

To incorporate the Town of Gay Head.

Be it enucted by the Senate and IHouse of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authorily of

the same, as follows :—

1  Secr. 1. The territory comprised in the district
2 of Gay Hcad is hereby incorporated into a town by
3 the name of Gay Head. And said town of Gay
4 Head is hereby invested with all the powers, privi-
5 leges, rights, immunities, and subject to all the dutics
6 and requisitions to which other towns are entitled and
T subjoect by the constitution and laws of this Common-
8 wealth.

1  Secr. 2. All common lands, common funds, and
2 all fishing and other rights held by the district of
3 Gay Head are hereby transferred to the town of
4 Gay Head, and shall be owned and enjoyed as like
5 property and rights of other towns are owned and

6 cnjoyed.
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Sect. 3. Any justice of the peace of the conuty
of Dukes county, may issue his warrant directed to
any principal inhabitants of the town of Gay Head,
requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants
thereof qualified to vote in town affairs, to mect at
the time and place therein appointed, for the purpose
of choosing all such town officers as towns are by
law authorized and required to choose at their annual
meetings, and shall be served by publishing a copy
of the same in some newspaper printed in the county
of Dukes county and by posting up copies thereof
attested by the person to whom the same is directed,
in three public places in said town, seven days at
least before such time of meceting. Such justice, or
in his absence such principal inhabitant, shall preside
until the choice of a moderator in said meeting.

At such meeting all inhabitants of said town quali-
fied to vote in town affairs may vote, and no check-
list shall be required for any purpose.

Sect. 4. The said town shall be and form a part
of the same rcpresentative, senatorial, councillor aud
congressional district as the town of Chilmark until
constitutionally and legally charged.

Secr. 5. The county commissioners of the county
of Dukes county shall, as soon after the passagc of
this act as may be, proceed to lay out and constrnct
a road from Chilmark to the lighthouse on Gay
ITead, and may appropriate such sum from the funds
of the county as may be necessary to defray the ex-
pense of the same; and thereafter, for a time not
cxceeding five years from the passage of this act,
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upon the application of the selcctmen of Gay Ilcad,
may appropriate such further sums as they may sce
fit from he said funds of the county for the support
and repair of said road, and tlie governor, with the
advice of his council, is hereby authorized to draw
his warrant for the reimbursement of the same from
the state treasury.

Secr. 6. The district of Gay Head is hereby abnl-
ished ; but all rights of any proprietors in any lands
in said district, and all rights of any persons under
lawful grants from said district, or from the treasurcr
or agents of said district, are hereby confirmed.

Sect. 7. The judge of probate of the county of
Dukes county, upon the application of the selectmen
of Gay Ifead, after such notice as the judge may
direct to all parties interested and a hearing on the
same, if he shall adjudge that it is for the interest of
said parties that any or all of the common lands of
said tribe be divided, shall appoint two discreet, dis-
interested persons commissioners to wake partition
of the same, and their award, being confirmed by
said court, shall be final in the premises; but if he
shall adjudge that it is for the interest of said parties
that the same, or a part of the same, be sold, he shall
direct the said commissioners, after they shall have
given such bonds as the court inay require, to proceed
to sell any or all of said lands, and to pay the pro-
ceeds thereof to the treasurcr of said town; and the
said judge of probate shall direct the said commis-
stoners to examine and define the boundaries of the
lands rightfully held by individual owners, and shall
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properly describe and set forth the same in writing,
and such deseription being approved by the court,
shall be final in the premises; and the same, together
with all deeds of partition, division or sale made by
such commissioners shall be recorded in the registry
of deeds in the county,and the expenses of said com-
missioners, including the cost of recording said deeds,
the same being approved by the judge of probate,
shall be paid out of the treasury of the Common-
wealth, the same being also approved by the governor
and council; and the governor is liereby authorized
to draw Lis warrant accordingly.

Any person aggrieved by any order, decree or denial
of the judge of probate under this act, shall have the
same right of appeal, under the same rules and regu-
lations as provided for in chapter one hundred and
and seventeen of the General Statutes: provided, that
the attested copies and notices required to be given
by said chapter shall be served upon such parties as
the judge of probate shall direct.

Sect. 8. All sums of moncy payable to the select-
men or treasurer of the district of Gay Ilead, under
chapter thirty-six of the General Statutes, for the
support of schools, shall hereafter be paid to the
treasurer of the town of Gay Head, to be expended
in accordance with section four of said chapter.

This section shall continue in force for five years.
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4 GAY IEAD INDIANS. [Jum.,

To prepare the way for remedying this continuation of the
“ political anowmaly,” as least so far as Gay IIcad was concerned,
the present Comumittee visited the people of that district, and care-
fully noted their condition, their prospects, their situation, their
views and opinions,

Tae DistricT oF GaYy HEabp

has been often described. Tt is one of the three peninsulas situ-
ated on the western end of Martha’s Vineyard, the other two
being Nashaquitsa and Squipnocket. “They are nearly cut off
from the main land of the Island by Menemesha Pond which
cornes in from the north Ly a narrow strait, so shallow as to be
easily fordable at low-water, and extends across to within a few
rods of the south side, leaving an isthmus over which passes the
highway to Nashaquitsa, and thence to Gay Head. Nasha-

quitsa connects Gay Head by another narrow isthmus, which .

has Menemesha Pond on the north-east, and Squipnocket Pond
on the south-west, the latter poud bounding Gay Head on its
south-east side, and dividing both Gay Head and Squipnocket
from Nashaquitsa, except by another narrow neck, which con-
nects them at the eastern extremity of Squipnocket.  Gay Head
is ol nearly equal length and breadth, the outline somewhat ir-
regular, between a circle and square iu form, and contains,
within its area, about two thousand four liundred acres of land.
About four hundred and fifty acres of the land is held in
severalty, and is fenced and occupied by the several owners, and
the remainder is held by the tribe in common.”*

This was the “ tenure 7 at the time of Mr. Earle’s writing,
from whose excecdingly ahle report we quote, (Sen. Doc. No.

- U6, 1861,) and is so now. Shortly after the establishment of

(iny Icad as a district, in 1862, (Stat. 1862, ch. 184,) steps
were taken to ascertain aud determine the existing boundary
lines of the lands leld in severalty. In 1863, (Resolves, 1863,
ch. 42,) Hon. Charles Marston was appointed to perform this
duty, but died before completing it, whereupon Hon. Richard L.
Puase was appointed in 1866, (Resolves, 1866, ch. 67,) and
under his active and judicious supervision, order is being

* Subscquent surveys show that the whole number of acrea is nearer 3,400, of which
a little less than one-Lalf is now held in severalty.
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Persons in Gay Head
Petition, Citation, and Decree for
Division and Setting Off
Our Landsin Gay Head.

Ret. Dec. 51870

Recorded in Gen. Book
Vol. 23, Page 504.

Citation on the Petition
And Decree, Recorded
on pages 510, 11 of the same
Volume 23.

Gay Head, September 1%, 1870

To the Honorable Judge of Probate of the County of Dukes County.

We the undersigned do most respectfully request your honor to appoint two proper personsto
divide and set off our partsin severalty to us of all the common land in Gay Head. In accordance
with the Act to incorporate the Town of Gay Head.

Chap. 213, Sect 6, A.D. 1870.

Names. Names.
Isaac D. Rose
Tris Weeks
Elizabeth Weeks
Simon Johnson
Benjamin E. Rodman

Names. Names.
Obiah Diamond Amire E. Nevers
Rosanne G. Rodman Y eovida Davik
Lewis Cooke Terrence Nevers
Emily Johnson James Diamond
Robert H Weaton
Sirena Randolph
Margaret Randolph
Jossiah Jered
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Remonstrance to the
Petition of personsin
Gay Head for Divison
of Common Lands.

Filed Sept. 7, 1870.

Recorded in Gen. Book.
Vol. 23, page 504.

To the Hon. Judge of the Probate for Duke's Co.

We, the Selectmen and then inhabitants of the Town of Gay Head, do hereby respectfully
represent to your honor What a majority of the inhabitants of said Town regard the immediate
partition of our “Public Lands’ to be premature and unsafe, and as we believe, must be attended
with disastrous consequences to us, as a people; therefore, we respectfully but earnestly pray,
that no measures be taken to that end.

And asin duty bound will ever pray [ ].

Zaccheus Cooper, Selectman Samuel Peters
Simon Johnson
Aaron Cooper
Robert Mingo George J. Belain
Thomas Jeffers Samuel J. Haskins
Johnson Peters William A. Vanderhoop, Sr.
George W. Cooper William A. Vanderhoop, Jr.
Jonathan Frances John P. Vanderhoop
William Jeffers
Daniel Nevers
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Petition in and
of the Petition of
Citizens of Gay Head
For Division of
Common Lands

Oct. 17, 1870

Rec. in Gen Book
Vol. 23, pages 504, 5.

To the honorable Judge of Probate of the County of Dukes County. We most respectfully
represent that we shall be greatly benefited if our part of the common land in Gay Head be set off
to usin severalty in accordance with the petition of Isaac D. Rose and sixteen others. We the
undersigned not having signed the above mentioned petition take this method to request your
honor to put us in possession of what belongs to us of the said common land.

Alexander B. Nevers
Abram Rodman
Thomas Manning
William Jeffers
Elizabeth Jeffers
Alvin Manning
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Dukes Countys, ss.
PROBATE COURT.

To All personsinterested :
Greeting:

Whereas, |saac D. Rose and sixteen others inhabitants of the town of Gay Head, in Said County
have presented to said Court their petition praying that two suitable persons may be
appointed to divide and set off their partsin severalty to them of all the common land in said Gay
Head.

You are hereby cited to appear at a Probate Court to be holden at West Tisbury in
said County of Dukes County, on the third Monday of October next, at ten o’clock in the
forenoon, to show cause, if any you have, against the same. And said petitioners are ordered
to serve this Citation by delivering a copy thereof to each of you Seven days, at least, before
said Court, or by publishing the same once a week for three successive weeks in the
Vineyard Gazette, a newspaper printed at Edgartown, the last publication to be two days, at
least, before said Court.

Witness, Theodore G. Mayhew, Esquire, Judge of said Court, this fifth day of
September in the year eighteen hundred and seventy.

Hebron Vincent, Register.

I have served the foregoing Citation, as therein required, to [ ] by publication as ordered.
Jos. L. Pease for Rose et al

Dukes County, ss. Dec.5 A.D. 1870. Personally appeared the above-named Joe L. Pease and
made oath to the truth of the above return by him subscribed.

Before me,
Hebron Vincent, Justice of the Peace.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
Dukes Countys, ss.

At a Probate Court holden at Edgartown in and for said County of Dukes County, on the
fifth day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy.

On the petition of Isaac D. Rose and sixteen others of the town of Gay Head, supported
by Alexander B. Nevers and five others for a division of the common lands of said Gay Head
and that commissioners may be appointed to make such division among the inhabitants of said
Gay Head entitled thereto.

A Remonstrance against the prayer of said petition signed by Zacheus Cooper, one of the
Selectmen, and fifteen other persons of said Gay Head having been presented, and

Due notice of a hearing having been given to all parties interested, said hearing having
been assigned for the third Monday of October, at West Tisbury, and no one appearing then and
there to object to the prayer of the petitioners, nor yet at the following terms of the Court on the
fifth day of December following the day of the date hereof, and

It appearing to the Court that it would be for the benefit of the people of said Town of
Gay Head that their said Common Lands should be divided as prayed for and as the Statute in
that case provides,

It is decreed that said Lands be so divided, and that Joseph L. Pease and Richard L. Pease
Esguires, two disinterested persons, be appointed to make such a division and perform all duties
reguired of them in the capacity of commissioners for said purpose.

Theodore G. Mayhew, Judge of Probate Court
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Warrant for Divison Of Gay Head Common Lands
And
Establishing Boundaries of Other Lands
Dec. 5, 1870.

Recorded in Gen. Book.
Vol. 23, Pages 505, 6.

This warrant was returned into the
Probate Office for Dukes County by Com. Joseph L. Pease
one of the within named Commissioners, May 12, A.D. 1879

Attest H. Vincent
Reg. Prob. Court

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
PROBATE COURT

Dukes County, ss.
To Joseph L. Pease and Richard L. Pease, Esquires

Greeting:

Trusting in your discretion and disinterestedness, |, Theodore G. Mayhew, Esquire, Judge
of the Probate Court in and for the County of Dukes County, by virtue of the power and authority
vested in me, do hereby appoint you to be commissioners to make division of all the Common
and Undivided Lands of the people in the Town of Gay Head, among those inhabitants of said
Town entitled to any portion of the same, defining the past thereof assigned to each one by
suitable metes and bounds:

Also to examine and define the boundaries of the lands rightfully held by individual
owners, and to properly describe and set forth the same in writing, as required by Chapter 213,
Section 6, of the Statutes of the year 1870.

First being sworn, you will give to all parties interested due notice of the times and places
appointed by you for making such division, and establishing such boundaries and lines.

Y ou will make returns to this Court of your doings, together with this warrant, as soon as
may be. Stating in your said returns whether in your opinion it is for the interest of the parties
owning the said Common and Undivided Lands, that the whole or any part thereof, should be
sold, as provided in the above named Chapter.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of said Court to be
affixed this fifth day of December in the year of our Lord on thousand eight hundred and seventy.
Theodore G. Mayhew
Judge of the Probate Court.
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Dukes County s.s. December 6, 1870
Personally appeared Joseph L. Pease and Richard L. Pease within named and they made both,
severally, that they would impartially perform the duties required under and by virtue of the
within appointments.
Before me

Jeremiah Pease

Justice of the Peace
Not considering it best for the interests of the parties owning the lands referred to in the forgoing
Warrant that any part thereof should be sold, in which opinion said parties unanimously

concurred, we have set off and divided the same among the people entitled thereto.

And having performed the service required of us, we return this Warrant to the Probate
Court for Dukes County.

Edgartown, May 12, 1879

Joseph L. Pease
Richard L. Pease} Commissioners
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Commontocalth of ﬁTassérbnssﬁs.

To His Excellency WiLLIax CLAPLIY, and the Honorable Counedl :

The undersigned, Commissioner under & Resolve of the legis-
ture of 1866, chapter 67, to complete the examination and de-
termination of all the questions of title to land in the Indian
District of Gay Head, and of “all boundary lines between
the individual owners,” aund other purposes in said Resolve
named, having concluded his labors, respectfully submits the
following )

REPORT:

Gay Head, formerly called by the Indians Aquinnah, or
Kughtuhquichewutt, is a peninsula at the western extremity of
the island of Martha's Vineyard, being in length from east to
west about three miles, with an average width of nearly two
miles, containing thirty-four hundred scres.

Its peculier geological characteristics have long attracted the
attention of scientific men. Hiteheock speaks of it in enthu-
siastic terms, as “a most picturesque object of scenery,” and
says, “ there is not & more interesting spot in the State to a
geologist.””  Sir Charles Lyell, the famous English geologist, is
highly laudatory of it. There is also enough of interest about
It to attract the curious and the lovers of rare natural scenery,
who ere neither scientific nor learned.

* The territory embraces about every variety of soil, 2 portion
of the land is of the very best quality, and capable, under good
culture, of producing most abundant harvests.” The surface
is very irregular, abounding in bills and valleys, ponds and
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4 Indians of Gaey Head.

swamps, fine pasture-land and barren beach, with occasional
patches of trees and tilled land.

Increasing attention is paid to agriculture, but there is room
for great improvement. Asan abundanfce of that most excel-
lent dressing, rockweed, can be procured, additional labor,
energy and skill would bring a sure reward. A very large
portion of the lands now inclosed, was, a generation since,
wild, rough land, unfenced, and seldom tilled, and of course
unproductive and of little value. As it has been cleared up,
fenced and tilled, its value bas largely increased. Some of the
inhabitants keep a fair amount of stock, and cut hay enough to
feed it. Tleir baras will compare favorably with those of many
other sections of the State; and instead of the rude wigwam,
formerly the only shelter and home of the Indian, there now is
found the neat, commodious and comfortable wooden or stone
house. While yet, 25 a community, poor and without any mea
of wealth, their circumstances are improving. The table
marked A, in the Appendix, will show the amount of stock
kept, the quantity of grain, roots and hay gathered.

The chicf interest of Gay Hend is not in its agricultural
capabilities, which have never yet been developed, but in the
rarc scenery, the rich and varied colors its lofty cliffs present to
the admiring gaze of the traveller and the passing voyager, in
its singularly mized clays and sands, and in the numerous
specimens of fossils and petrifications found in its banks. Here
arc to be found “all sorts of [ossils, from petrified quahaugs,
as big as your thumb nail, to the skeletons of mensters that
might have swallowed the whale that swallowed Jonali.”

The bones and teeth of vertebral animals are more numerous
than any other organic relies. Shark’s teeth liave been found,
of most surprising size, showing what fearful monsters once
had a home here. Some specimens are nearly four inches in
length, and but slightly less at the base,

Fossil vegetables, or vegetable impressions, are to be found
in the slaty, argillaceous iron ore, exhibiting very distinctly the
minutest reticulations of the leal. Large masses of lignite often
occur, showing very clearly the structure of the wood and bark.
This lignite is not fit to burn; it is so abundant, however, as to
modify the color of much of the clay in its vicinity.
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_down and spread gvenly over the beach to the water's edge the

Indians of Goy Head. 5

_ There 819 white, green and yellow gands, and white, gray,

yellow, blue, blackish and red clays, and all tho shades made
by the varied commingling'ol' these different colors.
A walk below the cliffs, just after a heary rain has washed

various colored clays and ochres, and before the sun has dried
up the shining curface, is one of the things to live in one’s
memory.

Tho mineral contents of Gay Head are varied and sbundant.
Here one may find lorge quantities of limonite, or the hydrato

* of iron, and sulphuret of iron, sulphate of alumina, and sulphate

of lime, iron ore in large lumps of reddish brown color, afford-
ing about twenty-five per cent. of metal. The jron from this
ore exhibits 8 peculiar dogree of smoothness and lustre. Long,
slepder crystals of gypsuid are often gathered, called by the
natives  Moshup's peedles.”  Clays, white, gray, yellow, blue
and red, sbound in jarge quantities, and of excellent guality.
Some of these clays bave neithor superior nor equal in New
Eaogland.

Lyell says: « The highly inclined tertiary strata ere gayly
colored, some consisting of light red clays, others of white, yel-
low and green ssud, and some of black lignite. They heve been
compared, by Prof. Hitclicock, to the tertiary beds of Alum
Bay, in the Isle of Wight, which they resewble in appearance,
though not in 2ge. 1 collected many fossils here. The section
is continuous for four-fifths of & mile, the beds dipping to the
X. E. ai an angle of {rom 85> to 50° and in some places 70°.

«« Their entire thickness muét bo very grest, exceeding 2,000
feet. The clays predominate Over the sands. In the black
beds containing lignites, coniferous wood 1 abundaut, and
amber is said to have peen found. The organic remains pre-
sail at intervals in various strata, but 1 extracted wost of them
from a bed of green gand, near the north-eastern end. They
consisted of casts of shells, teeth of large sharks, the vertebre
of a dolphin and of & whale of great size.

« Near the lighthouse there is a great fold in the beds, where
they are so bent as to lhave twice e north-easterly and once &
south-westerly dip. One of these folded beds consists of an
osscous conglomerate.”
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6 Indians of Gay Heaq.

After speaking of the probable age of the formations at Gay
Head, lie adds, “ but, fop this small island, we should bave had
no evidence of the development of a great serios of subterrs.
Rean movements in this part of g1 American continent.

it, must be left for the imagination to picture, The combined
effect of frost and of rains, and the dashing waves of the ocean,
in wearing away the land, is most evident, aq perhaps cap
nowhere else be better seep 8od studied. Whole ship-loads of
clay and sand and rocks sometimes tumble down iy g single
hour, and, in a fow weeks, the beach wil] present little or no
indication of the catastrophe,

The lighthouse op Gay Head, from its position one of the
most important on the wlhole coast, contains a Frosnel leus of
the first class, composed of gne thousand angd three pieces of
the best and clearest glass, of different forms, all cut ang highly
polished, and so scientifically arranged and &ccurately set as to
throw, horizontally, the rays of light from the single powerfyl
lamp, far out orer the waters. 1Ipis indeed a most « magnifi.
cent illuminator, the finest on our coasts, and perhaps unsur-
passed in the world,”

The lamp burps three gallons of oj] nightly, and t)e whole
8pparatus cost, spme Fears since, sixteen thousand dollars, Few
persons visiting Gay Heaq would like to leave without first
going up into the lantern and seeing the rarg ang costly
mechanism, which the government has provided ¢, insure the
safety of the passing voyager, A well-known writor? thus de-
scribes his experience at Gay Head : « At night we mounted
the tower and visiteq the look-out gallery thet belts ¢l.¢ light-
house at some distance below the lantern. Hers wo were sur-
prised by g unique and splendid spectacle. "The whole dome

rent, and we could djst
them, Of all {),0 heavenly phenomens that T have liad the

P Lyell's Travels iz North Americs, 1. 858,
* Porte Crayon, in Harpery Magazine for 1860, Vol TXI.
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Indians of Gay Head. 7

good fortune to witness—borealis Jights, mock suns or meteoric
showers—I have never seen anything that, in mystic splendor,
equallod this trick of the magic lantern of Gay Head.”
South-westorly from the lightbouse, less than & quarter of 8
mile, is & grassy glen leading gently down to the shore, com-

* monly called by the rather formidable nawe of the Deril's Den,

although it ig far from being the terrible place its name im-

" ports, Here those pass who seek the easiest path to and from

the shore. Here, according to Indian tradition, old Moshup,
or Maushop, the giant or tutelar divinity, resided many long

~ years ago.

In the Massachusetts Historical Collections, first series, Vol
1. p. 189, there is a tradition relstive to this personage, which
was communicated some eighty years ago to Benjamin Bassett,
Esq., of Chilmark, by Thomes Cooper, & half-blooded Indian of
Gay Head, aged sbout sixty years, and which he says he ob-
tained of his grandmother, who, to use his own expression, was
a stout girl when the English came to the istand. The first
Indian who came to the Vineyard was brought thither with his
dog on a cake of ice. When he came to Gay Head, hie found 2
very large man, whose nume was Moshup. He had a wife and
five children, four sons and one daughter, and lived in the Den.
He used to catoh whales and then pluck up trees and make a
fire and .roast them. The coals of the trees and the bones of
the whales are now to be seen.”

Those who desire to know more of Moshup, and to learn the
tragic end of his family, can consult the authority cited and the
Memoirs of the American Academy, II.. 133.

On page 147 of the last-named volume is n letter relating to
Gay Hecad, addressed to Governor Bowdoin by Rev. Dr. Samuel
West, in which he says that he was *‘a committec appointed
by the Academy to examine the mineral productions of Gay
Head, and to submit them to a chemical analysis.” He in.
vited Dr. William Baylics, of Taunton, to accompany him.
Dr. Baylies” account of his trip is to be found in the same
volume, pp. 150-155. He says lie started from New Bedford
in Jung, 1786, in an open two-mast boat. ** A northerly wind
carried us down the river into the midst of the bay, inan easy,
agrecable manner. A calm then coming on, with a hot sun,
and a constant rolling of the boat, I grew exceedingly sick.
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8 Indians of Gay Head,

Nothing could alleviate my disagreeabls feelings but a view of
Gay Head, through Quick’s Hole, at the distance of about ff.
teen miles. A varioty of colors, such as red, yellow and white,
differently shaded angd combined, exhibited 5 scene sufficient to
captirate the mind, howevar distressed. In aboyt two hours a
fresh breeze spreng up from the south-west, & » « o After our
refreshment we made for the cliffs, In oyr way we found the
soil to be good, wanting nothing but industry and proper man-
agement to render it capable of producing every king of veg-
etable in perfection. It was rather light and dry, consisting of
a gragish sand and vegetable mould, two feet or more in depth,
intermixed with portions of a darker colored earth, It mani-
fests to the tasta g strong impregnation of vitriolic acid, and
contains many bright, shining particles. Underneath this to a
level with the sea, it is made up of a mixture of ochrey, sandy,
stony, marly, and loamy earth, tasting also of the vitriolic acid,
After our arrival at the cliffs, we lgoked roond for g place of
descent. Thisin a little timo we fonnd; but I must confess I
proceeded on with great caution and some fear, knowing that
oue false step would bring me to the bottom much sooner thay
I could wish. On one side we had a red, unctuous, argilla-
ceous earth ; on the other a blue, whito and yellow one, varje

gated with gray, black and preen spots, and masses of charcop]
under our feet.

““ A black, sooty powder, similar to lampblack, and made use
of by paiuters, to serve the same purposes, under which g whit-
ish matter resembling the gypseous eartl caleined, intermixed
with the same king of earth uncaleined, were to be found in
great quantities.” The doctor was certain he saw evidence of
volcanic action at Gay Head. He calls the Davil’g Den the
“crater of a volcano.” It is, he says, « twentiy rods over gt
the top, fourteen and a half at the bottom, aund full one hundred
and thirty feet at 1l sides, except that which is next the sea,
where it is open. Here the Indian god Moiship had his prin.
cipal seat, To keep up his fircs, Lie pulled up his largest trees
by the roots: on which, to satisfy his hunger, he broiled the
whale and the great fish of the sea, throwing out the refuse,
suflicient to cover sevoral acres. He did not consume gl liim-
self, but, with a bencficent hand, often supplied the inhabitants
with food ready cooked. Tg facilitate the catching these fish,
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él,F‘;::;’;hrvew many large stones, at proper distznces, into the sea,
LEE . Lich he might walk with greater ease to himsell. This is
A ow called Dovil’s Bridge. ~ On a time, an offering was made to
%hﬁn of all the tobacco on Martha's Vineyard, which having
2" gmoked, he knocked the snuff out of his pipe, which formed

E‘Nanmckek .
"B W When the Christisn religion was received in the island, he

il told them as light had come among them, and he belonged to
' ';'_':.’ the kingdom of darkness, he must take his leave; which to
their great sorrow he accordingly did, and has never been heard
-+ of since.”

When Captain Bartholomew Gosnold first visited Gay Head,
May 24th, 1602, ho called it Dover Cliff, probably from some
real or fancied resemnblance to those famous cliffs of old Albion.
Very interesting accounts of this voyage of Gosnold are to be
found iu Purchas Pilgrimage, and in the publications of the
Hakluyt Bociety. See alsa the latter volumes of the Massa-
chusetts Historical Collections,

John Brereton, who was with Gosnold, thus describes the
Vineyard Indians: “ These people are exceedingly courteous,
gentle of disposition, and well conditioned, excelling all otheis
that wo have seen | so for shape of body and lovely favour, I
thinke they excel all the people of America; of stature much
higher than we; of complexion or color much like a dark olive ;
their eyebrows and their hair black, which they wear loug, tyed
up behind in knots, whereon they pricke feathers of fowles in
fashion of & crownet., Some of them are black, thin-bearded ;
they make beards of the hair of beasts ; and one of thiem offered
a beard of their making to one of our sailors for his that grew
on his face, which because it was of 2 red color they judged to
be none of his own. They arc quick-eyed and steadfast in their
looks, fearlesse of others harms, 2s intending none themselves.
Some of the meaner sort are given to filching, which the very
neme of savages (not weighing their ignorance in good or
evil), may easily excuse. Their garments are of deer skinnes,
aud some of them wear furs round and close sbout their necks,
They pronounce our language with great facility ; for one of
them one day sitting by me, upon occasion I spake smiling to
him these words, How now, sirrah, are you so saucy wilh my
tobacco ? which words, without any further repetition, he sud-

2]
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10 Indians of Gay Head.

denly spake, 50 plain and distinetly as if be had been a long
scholar in the language. Mauy other snch trials we had, which
are here needless to repeat.’’?

There are indications of a_yudgment less favorable in some of
the esrly historiaus, Josselyn says, in his account of {wo voy-
oges to New England, p. 125,—* At Martin’s Vineyard, asn
island that lyes south to Plimouil in the way to Virginia, cer-
tain Indians (whilst I was in the country) seized upon & boat
" that putinto & by-cove, killed the men and eat them upin a
short time before they were discovered.”

The introduction of Christianity, which followed closely upon
the settlement of Martha's Vineyard, soon effected a wonderful
change among these heathen.

Marthe's Vineyard, or, as it is always called in the New York
records, Martin's Vineyard, remained in the occupation of the
natives for forty years after its discovery by Gosnold, in May,
1602. - It became the property of Thomas Mayhew and his son
Thomas,—afterwards so widely known for his abounding labors
among the Indians,—by purchase from the two contesting
claimants, Sir Ferdinando Gorges and the Earl of Stirling, in
October, 1641, The following year, the Mayhews, with others,
chiefly from: Watertown and vicinity, commenced their settle-
roent at what is now Edgartown, then by them called Grest
Harbor; but tradition tells of earlier settlers.

The condition and character of the Indians, of course, be-
cawme an iuteresting study to the young pastor, Thomas May-
bew,Jr.; and soon after he had made himself familiar with
their language, habits and customs, his sympathies appear to
have been drawn forth towards them. In a letter of his, to
Rev. Henry Whitfield, dated September 7th, 1650, he says,
‘* you may please to know that this work amongst the Indians
lhiad its first rise and beginuing in the year 1643, *

Thus it will be seen the honor of being the first in his labors
for the conversion of the aboriginal natives, belongs to Thomus
Mayhew, Jr. Tho lebors of both Maghew and liis elder friend,
Eliot, are matters of history, and their names will forever be
associated with loving reverence, in the memory of those whe
can appreciate moral wortl,

* Purches Plignimage, IV,, 1652,
* Mass. Hist. Coll. 2d series, IV, 109.
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” e 'J,.In o most interesting lotter from Rev. Thomas Mayhew, Jr.,
._.----'—"‘._i.. “ated October 92,1652, he gives & coDY of the covepant agreed
'_'"‘T'" {0 by the Christian Indians of Martha's Vineyard. It is short
227 put excellent. Ho says, *¢ About 30 Indian children are now al
W' gohiool, which began the eloventh day of the eleventh month,
22 4851, They are apt to learn, ond more and more are now
:nx’: " gending unto them. )
=t « When the Lord first brought me to these poor Indians on
“ ° yhe Vineyard, they were mighty zealous and earnest in the
rr gopship of false gods and devils, Their false gods were meny.
both of things in heeven. earth and sea; and there they had
their men-gods, women-gods, and children-gods, their companies
and fellowships of gods, or divine powers, guiding things
amougst men, besides innumereble more feigned gods belonging
to many creaturcs, to their corn aud every colour of it; the
devil also with his angels had his kingdom among them, in
them ; account him they did the terror of the living, the god
of: tho dead, under whose crugl power they conceived thew-
eelves to be translated when they died ; for the seme word they
bave for devil they use also for a dead man, in their language.”™

The labors of Mayhew came to an untimely close, in the
thirty-seventh year of his life. Being minded to go to England,
be with his st,ep-brother,’ Thomas Paine, and one OT more
Christian Indians, and sbout fifty passengers, < divers of them
of great worth and virtue, both men and women,” sailed in
November, 1657, from Boston, for England, in & ship of four
hundred tons, James Garrett, master, with a very rich lading
of goods. Whether they fell a prey to some piratical craft, or
were engulfed in 50me violent storm, was never known. O
tidings ever came {0 relieve the weary watchings of the friends
they left bebind them.

The loss of such 8 man Was deeply felt. The father was
long in gising up his only son as dead. © \r. Mayhew was s0
affectionately esteemed of by the Indiens that many years alter
he was seldom named without tears.”'?

¢ \Mr. Thomas Mayhew, after the loss of his son, concludes
{lie work among the Indians * was of God and not of man; lie

+ 3asa. Hist. Coll. 2d saries, Iv., 2oL
2 Paize was tlso his brother-in-law Mayhew having masied his sister.
3 Matt, Mavhew's Namtve, p. 22
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12 Indians o Gay Hegq.

therefore rasplves to visit ang encourage them oftep ; be goeg
once every week to some of their plantations, and with the
assistance of godly Indjap,, who tauglt and instrygteq their
neighbors, op the Lorg’s days, persuaded t]a Indians of 1o
Gay Head, wi;o any years werg obstinstaly resolved not to

meke an exapy Computation, tha; | might vindicato 3fp Cotton
Mather from the imputatjeg of Over-reckoning, wiiey in the life
of Mr. Eliot, je reckons tlq Dumber supposeq o Marthe’s
Vineyarg professing 1);q Christiap religion to b sixteen hyp.

Mittark, sachem of Gay Head, wag the first Christian Indian
and ministep there, He was converted about 1663, and dieg
January 20, 1683, Mittark wag the son of Nohr.oakset, a
sachem that came from tha Massachuseus Bay many years

the mysterias of the gospel, dispensing the word ¢ such as camg
to hear him ; insomuyel that, at this day, that people are g}
Christiang by profession,

' Mage, Mayphews X, LiTative, p, o8,
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G ¢« The day before his death, I, being with him, inquired of
ie) him concerning his hope; who, after he had treated some time
of the mutability of an eartbly life, said, I have hope in God,
oiig that when my soul departeth out of this body God will send his
wi: messengers who shall conduct i to "Himself, lo be with Jesus
g Christ; and then with great earnestness pronounced these
E: words, where that everlasting glory is.! "
" Of native Indian ministers and helpers there were not a few.
Eb'! Hiacoomes, an Indian of Great Harbor, now Edgartown, was
™" the firat fruit of Mr, Mayhew's labor, and became an active and
reliable helper in the evangelization of his people. He was one
of the common people, and not of noble blood. His experience
was sometimes a trying one, and his life was endangered by his
separation from the worship of the heathen Indians and his
consecration to the true God.

Some of the Indians became fair scholars. Two, at least,
were educated at Cambridge, Caleb Cheeschaumuck and Joel,
eldest son of Hiacoomes, both of them natives of the Vinerard.
Joel was not only “a good and diligent scholar, but a pious
man,” though Le was taken away by death hefore he came to
maturity, Caleb took his degree of bachelor of arts, A. D,
1665, and, still young, died of consumption at Charlestown.

i These were liopeful young men, especially Joel, being so
ripe in learning, that he should, within a few months, have
taken his first degree of bachelor of arts in the college He
took voyage to Martha’s Vineyard to visit his father and kindred
8 little before commencement ; but upon his return back in a
vessel, with other passengers and mariners, suffered shipwreck
upen the island of Nantucket, where the bark was found put on
shore,”*

Such was the readiness with which the natives received tlie
truth that, by October, 1651, one hundred and ninety-nine
men, women and children professed themselves worshippers of
the great and ever-living God ; and two Indian meetings were
held, ono three miles, and the other eight miles from the resi-
dence of Mr, Mayhew.

The schools kept for the Indians appear to have been gener-
ally well attended, and quite successful ; for, in 1720, Rev., Ex-

ne-

P

* Hist. Coll., 1. 172.
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14 Indians of Gay Head.

perience Mayhew 5ays of the Indians, « think the greatest
humber can read, either iy, the English or in the Indian tongue,
2nd some in both.” ,

When Rev. Thomas Mayhew, Jr., left for England, the Indian
work was put in charge of * gp able, godly Englishman, named
Peter Folger, employed in teaching the youth i, reading, writ-
ing, and the principles of religion by catechizing ; being well

Abiah, the mother of Dy, Benjamin Frapklig,

Soon afterwards he removed to Nantucket, and, changing his
religious opinions, became g Baptist, Whils he failed to in.
fluence some wlom ha had taught when at the Vineyard, it is

soual acquaintance wih 7 he lived at Chappaquiddick, and was
esteemed by such as kew him, to be a map of sense and of g
regular and Christiay Jife and conversation. There were sov.
cral other preachers dmong them, but pot ordained, except
Silas Paul, who is now living, and is an ordained pastor of the
Baptist Chureh at Gay Head, and who also takes upon him the
care of the smal] society of that denomination at Chappaquid.
dick, prezching occasionally apnq administering the ordinances
to them. Ho is the only Indian minister of this denomination
Now upon this islang_ '’

*DBachug I, p- 438
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L -
E:. ,A ‘This letter was directed to Elder Hunt, who says the said
T Peul informed him that he was then thirty-four years old, was

!

. baptized in 1758, ordained jn 1763, and that the church at Gay
> Head lLad thirtcen members, and the other sixteen. Josias

" Horswet, or Hosuit, was a Baptist preacher oa the island in
172r.

' Backus says, 1. 487, “ In 1694 there was a Baptist church on

ek

': " the Vineyard among the Christian Indians. The first Indian
X * pasior on the Vineyard was Stephen Tackamason. He first
<. Jjoined the church of the other denomirnation, about 1630, Hoe

died in Chilmark in 1708.”

 There are very many burial places upon Gay Head still
marked by common, rough stones, picked up in the fields.
Occasionally, until a comparatively recent date, 8 stone with
inscription on it might be seen. Oue of these marks the burial
place of the minister alluded to above. The inscription isa
mixture of Indian and English, the meaning of which will be
gathered from the subjoined notes:—

rad .

YEUUH'® WOOBOK'* SIPSIN™
SIL’ PAUL'* NOBTOBEYONTOK’’
Aged 49: years’ NUPPOOP’® TAH'/

August’ 24th, 1787.

The spirit of propagandism was then powerful, as it Is now.
They sought an extension of their principles. “ Asin the 2pos-
tolic times the church sent forth from among themselves for
the conversion of the nations, so these Indians on Marilia’s
Vineyard did. not only to the island of Nantucket, being about
1,500 adult persons, but likewise to the main land.” A full
history of the Indian work hias never been written; but tlere
is quite abundant material which the diligent student of anti-
quarian testes could gather from the many letters and tracts,
or pamplilets, yet extant.

We get from the early historians and writers some glimpses
into the social life of the Indians, and some ideas as to their
manners and customs ; but so great was the prejudice of many,
perhaps the great mass, that unfair judgment must be presumed
in many cases. '

! Here 7 the body 2lien ¢ Siles Paul, ¥ an ordnized preacher, ¢ died 7 then c- in.
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16 Indians of Gay Hesd.

Josselyn says, ¢ Towns they hare Done, being always remor
ing from one place to another, for Convenienca of food, some-
times to those places where one sort of fish is most plentiful,
other whiles whore others are. 1 Liavg seen helf a hundred of
their wigwams together in a piece of ground, and they showed
prettily ; within a day or two, or a week, they have been all
dispersed.” Speaking of children, he 5ays,  their namas they
give them wlen they are mey grown.” This practice wil] ac-
count for the sometimes appropriate designations they receive,
They gladly adopted English names,

Says a very intelligent observer, who hagd rare [acilities fop
studying the habits and customs of the Indians, and probably
few prejudices againgt them: ¢ T)qip government was purely
monarehical, Lotwithstanding in matters of difficulty, the Prince

unless in defect of & male of the blood,

which was stranded on the shore of )jis eacoast, so whatevep
whales or other wreck of value, floating on the sea, taken up
on the seas washing his shores, or brought and lapded from any
Part of the sea was no Jess Jis own.

“ I shall conclude this brief account of e Indians in general

* This Prince coming to Martha’s Vinesard, with Ljs usual
attendants, being about eighty persons, we]| armed, came to
Mr. Mayhow's house, and being admitted, sat down ; Mr. May-
hew eutered the room, but being dequainted with their customs,
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*;;fguperiouf.) A considerable time being past the Prince broke

> gilence, and sgid, Sachem, Mr. Math‘:, are you well ?’ Ta
sk yhich baving & friendly reply, and treating of several things,

e and of the island, Martha’s Vineyard, being peopled with Eng-
M"lish, the Prince desiring something wherein the English wers
m.concerned, Mr. Mayhew promising to effect what ho desired,
_”ﬁ“'-’." immediately subjoined that he must first speak with the inkab-
BT >~ glants ; the Prince demanded why he recalled his promise ; for,
X7 geid he, What I promise or speak (s always true, but you Eng.
lish governours cannot be true, for you can't make your words
nor intentions irue ; but mine are ahcays true, for I make them
true ; grestly disdaining the popular government of the English
in this country.”?

Who this Indian prince was, we are not informed. Itis very
likely to have been King Philip, the grand Sachem of the Pok-
anokets, whose headquarters were at Montaup (Qlount Hope),
near Bristol. Ho is known to have visited the islands, over
which he claimed some dominion, the exact extent of which is
not now clearly understood.

During the war with King Philip, which was commenced in
1675,—probably before Philip bad designed, aud while his
plans, broad end compreliensive as they were, had not beeun
fully matured,—and which closed with the death of that mas-
ter-spirit of his times, in 1676, ‘‘ late in the season,” efforts
were made to induce the Indians of the islands to join in his
plot. At that time there were upon the Vineyard only ahout
forty-five Englishmen, *¢ able to bear arms,” and filteen hundred
Indians, most of them, perhinps, brought under the humaunizing
influence of Christinnity. With numerous incentives, as it
must in candor be acknowledged, to join the common league,
still they steadfastly refused to do so, turning a deafl ear to the
strong and earnest solicitations of the emissaries of Philip,
some of whom were carried by them, as captives, to abide the
pleasure of Gov. Mayhew, whose conduct during these * troub-
lous times,” shows a rare union of wisdom and moderation,
prudence and firmness, with a power of self-control and an apt-
ness to govern others, which commanded at ance their respeet
and esteem. Regarding the Vineyard as a place of compara-

T Matt. Mayhew's Narrative, £ T.
8
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18 Indians of Gay Head,

tire safely, many sought it as a temporary refuge from the
danger that overshadowed the land ; and, thanks to the genial
spirit of Christianity, they were not mistaken, for the island
enjoved * a perfect calm of peace, and the people wrouglit and
dwelt secure.”

Thie claim of the Indians to the lands found in their posses-
sion when the Curopeans first came to America, has been ques-
tioned by many sble and wise men. Almost universally it has
been regarded as theirs only in a qualified sense. The Indians,
as individuals, had not, by their own usages, claims to the lands
they occupied. The title, such as it was, was with the Sachem.
He might, il he would, dispose of eny of his lands, and his
subjects were without redress, if not without cause of com-
plaint,

** O the European settlers on the American continent, the
colonists of New England,” says John Quincy Adams, in his
address before the Massachusetts Historical Socisty, * were the
first who ever held themselves bound to respect the prior right
of occupancy of the Indian savage, and to purchase it of him
for an equivalent. But the Indian could grant no more than
he possessed, and, with the exception of his wigwam, which had
no permanent location, his only right was to hunt and fish
within certain determinate metes and bounds. Tlhe wholg ter-
ritory of New England was thus purchased, for a valuable con.
sideration, by the new-comers ; and the Indian title was extin.
guished by compact, fulfilling the law of justice between man
and man,” .

“It is a fundamental principle in the English law,” says
Sullivan, * derived from the maxims of feudal tenures, that the
king was the original proprietor, or lord paramount, of all the
land in the kingdom, and the true and only source of title.”
The same principle has been adopted &nd is in force in this
country. The sovereign power is the sourcs of title,

The rights which Thomas Mayhew obtained by his two deeds
from the agents of the Earl of Stirling and of Sir Ferdinando
Gorges, passed to his grandson, Matthew Mayhew, except such
as he had previously parted with or disposed of.*

Ia April, 1685, Matthew Mayhew received the grant of the

! Se¢ Douse Deoc., No. €7, 1856, Appendiz L.
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¢t Manor and Lordship of Martin’s Vineyard,"” [rom Col. Thomas
Dongan, then governor of New York, under whose jurisdiction
that island then was, who, during the following month, pur-

" chasod the same from Mayhew for the sum of two hundred
.pounds. Matthew Mayhew was appointed the steward and

agent of Col. Dongan, and so remained until his death, in
17101

The following year, 3ay 10, Col. Dongan, then Earl of Lim-
erick,sold this manor of Martin’s Vineyard to the ¢ Company
for the Propagation of the Gospel in New England and parts
adjacent, in America,” for the sum of fire hundred and fifty
pounds, lawful money. The income arising from the leasing of
theso lands by the compauy was devoted to the promotion of
the interests of the Indians; the purchase having been made,
as appears by the Diary of Judge Samuel Sewsll, ¢ with the
main design of benefiting the aboriginal natives.”

After the desth of Mittark, his son and heir made sale of all
his right and title to Gay Head lands to Governor Thomas
Dongan, afterwards Earl of Limerick, Mey 6, 1687.2

Both before and alter the sale by the Earl of Limerick, com-
plaints were made to the General Court by the Indians of Gay
Head, who doubtless believed themselves to sufier the wrongs
they complained of. Investigations were ordered, and made by
able and discreet men, and their reports, after due esamination
and a hearing of 2l objections urged, were accepted. A com-
mittee consisting of William Bassett and others, met at Barn.
stable, and there made investigation into the matter of Gay Head
claims, August 18,1708. In their report, Mass. Archives 31,
17, they say, “ In the contest about Gay Head, it appears to us
by deed that Colonel Dongan bought it of Josepls Mataack, sa-
chem ; but the Indians object and say that old Mataack by his
will did settle it on his sons for the use of Gay Head Indians,
never to be sold or alicnated from them ; and to prove it pro-
duce an old writing ; and upon inquiry into the truth of it, an
Indian called Josiah Hosewit, which seemed to be a sober, hou-
est man, came before the committee and owned that lie wrote
that writing long since Mataack’s death ; and by the testimony
of sundry other Indians we have good reason to think that said
writing was forged and not true.”?

} Seo House Doc. No. 47, 1856, Appendix M.
* See Appendix C. i Ses Appendix D.
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20 Indians of Gay Head,

This Josiah Hosewit, or Hosuit, is tho same before named g
an Indian minister. Whether this act of his was repsnted of
before he became such we do not know. The pretended will
is 2 quaint documeat, and was the cause of & good deal of
trouble at the time and afterwards, When; two years later,
“ the report of the committee herotofore sppointed by this court
to inquire into the Indian claime to lands lying at Martha's
Vineyard, in Dukes County, Nantucket, &e., being offered for
acceptance, Moses Will, on behalf of himself and tho Indians
dwelling on Gay Head ; Sam. Assewit, on behalf of himself and
the Indians dwelling on No Man’s Land (50 called), within the
said county, attended, praying to be heard as to their challenges.

* Ordered, That there be & hearing of the said Indians before
this court on the first Tuesday of tleir next session, as to their
challenge to Gay Head lands and other lands on Martha's
Vineyard, and that the sheriff of the county notify Matthew
Mayhew, Esq., egent for the Earl of Limerick, thereof, and such
others as the said Indians shall name to him, and summon them
then to attend to defend their claims, if any they have: and
that the said Indians and thejr companions, dwellers on the
said lands. be until then in peace, and ot molested or disturbed
in their improvements.

* And that in the mean time the will of Joseph Mataack, In-
dian sachem, with the proofs thereof, may be laid before the
governor and council. And the sheriff of Dukes County
aforesaid is hereby commanded to see this order duly ob-
served.” !

While acting as steward of Colonel Dongan, Matthew May-
hew made grants or leases of lands to sundry Indians of Gay
Head, to each forty acres for a term of time illimitable, % for-
ever,” each grantee or lessee paying ** two ears of Indian corn
as an ackuowledgment, yearly,” thus owning their subjection
to Colonel Dongan “ag their lord and sachim.” Some of
these leases wers transferred by the lessees to their white neigh-
bors ; and perheps owing to the fact of very doubtful bounda-
ries, and possibly to a growing unessiness of the Indians, the
Commissioners of the Honorable the Company for Propagating
the Gospel among the Indians in New England and parts adja-
cent in America, did formally, by their attorneys, on the tenth

! Maas. Archives 30: 301
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Indians of Gay Head. 21

of May, 1747, “set off and settle upon the said natives, and
their posterity that now inhabit or shall inhebit said Gay Head,

- __ while they dwell on said Gay Head, the westerly and southerly

" parts of said Gay Head, that is to say, all the lands of Gay

*'Head aforesaid, except what is resigned by said nsatives to said

company end their successors, by the instrument above referred
to; they, the said natives, inhabitants. paying as an acknowl-
edgment, annually, one ear of Indian corn for each family, to
said company and their successors, or their attorney or attor-
neys, agent or agents on the island of Martha's Vineyard.

Provided, And it is understood by both partics that the said
Indians and their posterity of Gay Head aforesaid, shall be al-
ways under the direction, government and stint of the said
company, or their agent or agents, attorney or attorneys, as to
the part or proportion of the land of said Gay Head set off to
said inhabitants os aforementioned, which they shall lold or
improve in reference each to the other.

Evidonce exists of tha control exercised for years, by the cor-
poration, over the lands at Gay Head, and elsewherc at Mar-
tha's Vineyard, acquired by the purchase made of the Earl of
Limerick ; but no record has yet been found showing a con-
veyance of their rights. In fact, the corporation itself, one of
the earliest missionary organizations in the world, with all its
land titles and an accumulated mass of valuable papers and
records, secms to have vanished away sbout the period of the
American Revolution,? Perheps it may be held by those
learned in law, that as the corporatien was the creature of
Eungland, all its rights to hold and manage property in this
country ceased when war was declared, or in consequence of
the passage of some act of sequestration, and that thus the
lands esclicated to the Commonwealth. At all events, prac.
tically, since the Revolution the State seems to have had the
control, directly or indirectly. For the Indians of Gay Head,
like others of their race in the State, were the * involuntary
wards of the State.” They bad not, as now, absolute control
over their lands. They could make no sale of their lands to
any except other members of their tribe, neither could they
make any contract binding in law, or sue or be sued in the
courts,

! See Anpendix E., F. a2d G.
* House Doc. Mo, 47:13, 15855
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29 Indians of Gay Head,

It is hardly to be wondered at, then, that the Indians were
“ thriftless and improvident,” for some of the most powerful
incentives to elevate a man were wanting.

Says one who visited Gay Head in 1817, * The Jand is undi-
vided, but each man cultivates gg much as he pleases, and no
one intrudes on the spot which another has appropriated by his
labor,”?

In the very able report of the Com missioners relating to the
condition of the Indians in Massacliusetts, —Houss Doc. N .
46, 1849,—Hon. F. W. Bird says, ** None of the lands are held,
as far as we could learn, by any title depending for its validity
upon statute law. The primitive title, possession, to which has
been added inclosure, is the only title recognized or required.
The rule has been that any native could at any time appropri.
ate to his own use such portion of the unimproved commeon
land as he wished, and, as soon as he enclosed it with 2 fence,
of however frail structure, it belonged to him and his heirs for-
ever. Tbat rule still exists. A young man arrives at{ maty.
rity and wishes for 2 home for a prospective family, or a shel.
ter when he returns from sea; he encloses half an acre, five
acres or ten acres, os the case may be, and he has acquired a
fee in the estata; and the most singular and most creditable
fact in connection with this, is, that while one proprictor has
but helf an acre and avother has over g hundred acres, there is
no heart-burning, no feeling that the latter has more than his
share. ‘I have al} I want,’ says the former, and he is con.
tent. This state of things is es happy as it is peculiar; Low
long it can continue is a problem et to be solved.”

Since that report was prepared a different rule has obtained :
the prior consent of the ¢ selectmen,” or the ¢ land committee,”’
became necessary to perfect title, as well as the payment of
some small stipulated sum into the public treasury.

Hon. John Milton Earle, in his deeply interesting report con-
cerning the Indians of the Commonwealth—House Doe. No.
215, 1862—says, *“ Any menber of the tribe may take up, feuca
in end improve as much of this land as he pleases, and when
enclosed it becomes his own. The benefit to the plantation of
having more land subdued and brought into cultivation, is con-
sidered & fair equivalent for its value in the natural stato ; and

' North American Review, Y. 219,
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" the title toland so taken up and enclosed is never called in
3 -_;question. How long this state of things may continue. and no
" difficulty grow out of it, is not easy to be foresecn, and will de-

ol d upon some contingency which will bring rival interests

Wm collision. To outsiders it seems strange that such a com-
~ munity should live together in peace from generation to gen-
eration, bolding real estate in common and in severalty, yet

w' without ony recorded title of that held in severalty, or any
“="  written law reguleting its transfer or descent. Yet it isno
" more remarkablo than the whole ciril polity of the tribe, by
which a community residing in the State, and nominally of the®
State and subject to its laws, is yet a sort of tmperium in impe-
rio, not governed by the laws to which it is nominally subject,

but baving its own independent law, by which all its internal

affairs are regulated. This law is the unwritten Indian tradi-

tional law, which, from its apparently favorable working, is

probably as well adapted to their condition as ang that can

be devised. At any rate, they adhere to it with great tenacity,

and are fearful of any innovations upon it. This, probably, is

& prominent reason of their jealousy of foreiguers, and of the

rigorous exclusion of them from any footholds on their domain,

except when intermarried with one of the tribe. The rule to

¢Jet well enough alone’is perhaps the true one to adopt in

this case, and it is believed that no advantage will accrue

either to the Indians or the State by any change or modifica-

tion of the system, till some contingency shall arise that iwpe-

riously demands it, and then it should be done ounly with a

thorough understanding of the subject in all its bearings and

relations, and with a knowledge of the system and its opera-

tion, and of the rights acquired under it aund of those which

will be affected or acquired by a chenge.—an understanding

which no man living now possesses.” !

In the closing part of his report, page 56, Mr. Bird says:
“ We would urge particularly the importance of confirming the
titles of proprictors of lands held in severalty, and of fixing the
law of division and descent. At Gay Head, particularly, seri-
ous difficulties are already arising which threaten the introduc-
tion of a spirit of litigation ; a result which cannot be too ear-
nestly deprecated. We regard the adjustment of these ques-

i

LX)

! House Doe. No. 215, p. 34, 1562.

E 129



21 Indians of Gay Head,

tions as a malter of the utmost importance to the future peaco
aud welfare of this tribe.” :

The first step taken toward the adjustment of land titles was
the passage of a Resolve, chapter 42, by the legislature of 1868,
which provided that the treasurer of the Marshpee Indians be
authorized * to examine and fully aud findlly to determine all
boundary lines between the indiridual owners of land located
in the Indian District of Gay Head, in the county of Dukes
County, and also to determine the boundary line between the
common lends of said district and the individual owners adjoin-
"ing said common lands.”

This Commissioner, Hon, Charles Marston, dying without
complcting his labors, the legislature of 1866, by Resolve, chap-
ter 67, authorized and empowered the governor, with the ad-
vice and consont of the council, “ to eppoint and commission
some suitable person to complete the examination and deter-
mination of questions of title under said Resolve,"—chapter 12,
1863,—* not passed upou by said commissioner ; and such
connnissioner so appoiuted sheil have all the powers in said
Resolve granted to the commissioner in said Resolve, and tie
decision eud finding of said commissioner, so appointed, and
his report thercof, when made to the governor and council,
shall have all the force and effect of thie decision, finding and
report of the commissioner leretofore appointed and commis-
sioued under said Resolve : and the report of said commissioner
so made to the governor and council, shall be by the secretary
of the Commonwealth deposited in the registry of deeds for the
conuty of Dukes County, and be also recorded in said regis-
try ; and copies of said record, properly certified, shall be ad-
witted as evidence of such titles in auy conrt.”

Pursuant to this Resolve, the undersigned was commissioned
by His Excellency, Gov. Bullock. and having completed the du-
ties assigned to him, herewith respectfuily subamits to your Ex-
cellency and the Lonorable council the Report ' provided for
by said Resolve,

In addition to the “ Report " of the division, he most respect-
fully submits & map of Gay Hoed lands, and sectional plans of
the same on a larger scale, for ile accuracy of which he is in.
debted to the skill of Mr. John H. Mullin, of Boston, whom lie
was =0 fortunate as to secure for an assistant in the SUrvey,
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i Accompanying this Report is a census of the iphabitants of Gay

s Head,! taken with much care, and giving every detail read-

'E-*ily procurable as to the péople, the stock they keep, and their

=" farm productions.

5"+ This census lias been of material benefit to the Commissioner
" in the discherge of his duties, and will still be of great service

?‘JL‘Q- ia the work, yet to be performed, of dividing the comimnon lands,

... under the provisions of the Act by which Gay Head was made
7% a township.

Accurate data for determining the Indian population in for-
mer years are wauting. Such es diligent search has revealed
are here given.

1o 1642, the year Mr. Mayhew aud his friends came to the
Vineyard, the number of Indiaus s estimated at three thiousand ;
although there may be some smbiguity in the statement. It
may be that that was the population of the Vineyard and Nao-
tucket jointly. Expertence Mayhew says, ** the number of In-
dians on the Vineyard. as was supposed, was 1,500 souls.” In
1674, there were on Martha's Vineyard ond Chabbaquid-
dick, a small island near the east end of the Vineyard, three
hundred Indian houses,  Governor Maghew having often
counted them,” as Gookin says, 1X. 4. In 1692, although
there had been many deaths, there were more than one hun-
dred church members.

Matthew Mayhew, writing in 1694, and speaking of some
date preceding, what is not clearly stated, says, * The number
of adult persons on both islunds,” Martha's Viueyard and Nan-
tucket, ** being about threo thousand.” In 1698, « Abel and
Flisha are preachers to at least 200 souls, who have here at
their charge & meeting-house already framed.””  Mass. Hist.
Soe. Coll., X.131. On the whole island about 1,000 persous.

In 1720. Expericnce Mayhew says, ‘ At present there are on
the Vineyard six small villages, containing iu all of them about
155 familics, and the nuwber of souls may be about eight hun-
dred.”

In 1747, there were on Gay Head 26 lhouses, and 113 souls.
So says a report from their guardisns.

In 1749, says an Indian petition, or memorial, there were on
Gay [Tead about 165 souls, end 400 cattle.

! Appendix B.
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26 Indians of Cay Head.

In 1784, ¢ thore were remaining in Dukes Couniy 813 In-
dians, 86 in Edgartown, 39 in Tisbury, 188 in Chilmerk.”
‘“ About that period they began to intermarry with negroes, in
consequence of whiclh the mixed race has increased in numbers,
and improved in temperance and industry. At present,” 1764,
¢ there are of pure Indiaus and of the mixed race, about 440
persons: 75 on Chabbaquiddick, not more than one-third pure :
25 at Sanchacantacket, not more than one-fifth pure; about
40 at Chilmark, about one-hall pure ; 24 at Nashownkemmuck,
about three-quarters pure; about 276 et Gay Head, about
one-quarter pure. In this account unmised negroes are not
given. Thisis from information given by Hon. William Jer-
negan, of Edgartown, and Benjamin Bassett, of Chilmark, in
1764, as found in Mass. Hist. Coll., L,, p. 206.

In 1207, says Dr. Freeman,—Hist. Soc. Coll., ITT.,—at Chab-
baquiddick, ** they are much intermixed with white and negro
blood, vers few of them being pure Indians; and they have
been improved in their industey and general habits by the inter-
mizture.” ¢ Their numbers, which are probably increasing,
are sisty-five, of whom nine are strangers intermarried; the
framed liouses are ten, the wigwams two.” At Sanchoken-
tacket twenty persons of & mixed race, who lived in six houses.
At West Clop, in Tisbury, there is one Indian family of five
persons. In Clristiantown, nine families and thirty-two souls,
of whom one male and six fomales are pure ; the rest are mixed,
chiefly with whites, The great body of the Indians is at Gay
Head. The Indians have twenty-six framed houses and seven
wigwams. The number of families is thirty-four, and of souls
ono hundred and forty-two ; besides whow about oune hundred
are abzent from Gay Head, some of whom are children put
out to service in Euglish families. and others are whalewen ;
making the whole number of proprietors about two hundred
and forty. Ervery native, whether he lives off or on the island,
is considered a proprietor. No sheep are kept. Of the Indians
nine men are pure, and still more of the women, The mixed
race is better then the pure Indians. The Indians in this part
of the island are generally unchaste, intemperate, without fore-
thought, and many of them dishenest. They are, however,
more industrious and neater in their persons and houses than
is common for Indians.”
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Indians of Goy Head. v

'In 1848, the number of Indians at Gay Head was 174.

P UL (Bird's Report.)

n 1860, the number reported at Gay Head was 54 families

feank.,
* -_og7 natives, 18 foreigners. Total 253, (Earle's Repori.)

) T
- -

In 1870, as will be seen by the census in the Appendix, the
whole number is 297+ families, 553 natives of Gay Hoad, 188
foreigners, or those not born there, 39. Of these two hundred
and twenty-seven there weré,—

Under 5 years, 15 males, 12 females, . Total, 27
5010 « 110 « 1d s, . “ 2%
10t021 = 28 ¢ 18 . . . “ 41
n1to 30 « 20 « 24 o . . ¢ 44
30 to 40 12 ¢« 15 . . . “ a7
401050 « 10 °© 4 ¢ . . v 14
E0to 60 « 16 ¢ 10 - . o 28
60070 « 5 « 6 o, . « 11
“0to80 ©« 4 “ 9 €, « 9
Over80 % 2 ¢ 2 G “ 4
Totals, 117 110 097

1t is not an easy matter to enumerate all who ought to be
nnmbered as Gay Head Indians, and none but those; for the
rule lLas been, ‘‘once 8 proprietor, always & proprietor.”’
Those who have left, either permanently or temporarily, ciaim
still to belong to the tribe, together with the families of such
as have them. Not & few lead & roving, unsettled life, seafar-
ing men, ** often absent for years at a time, frequently without
their friends knowing where they are.” So this census, although
prepared with much care, can only be considered as approxi-
mately correct.

The singularly anomalous condition of the Indians of Massa-
chusetts had often engaged the attention of thinking mes, but
it was for your Excellency so offectively to present the matter
to the legislature, in the executive address ai the commente-
meunt of the session of 1869, as to change their eutiro relation
{0 the Staic, and put an end to their Jong-enforced guardian-
ship.
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28 dudians of Gay Head,

The address says, ¢ Tt is Unnecessary tq enlarge upon (he
Teasons why thig political Anomely slioy)q g long have existed -
In this Commonrwealty, It should exist g longer. Thege per-
50ns are not Indiang i 8Dy senss of the word: It is doubtfy]

tha's Vinepard, A meajority have more or less of the marked
characteristics of the aborigina] race, but there ape many with.
out a drop of Ingiag blood in tleir veins. The marriage of »
foreigner with 4 member of the tribe transforms the foreigner
into an Indiap, The result of g5 singular system hag been a

upon them alf jts responsibilities. There g5 1o reason why the

RICHARD 1. PEASE,
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Dukes County Registry of Deeds
Book 65, Page 150

Indian lands
at

Gay Head

Joseph T. Pease and Richard L. Pease, Commissioners, appointed by Hon. Theodore G.
Mayhew, Judge of Probate for Dukes County, under authority derived from Statutes 1870,
chapter 213, having been duly sworn to afaithful discharge of duty, and having given public
notice of their appointment, have made and completed a division of the common and undivided
lands of Gay Head, among all the inhabitants of that town, adjudged to be entitled thereto; and
have made careful and correct description of the boundaries and assignment of each lot in the
division; and have also examined and defined the boundaries of those lots held or claimed by
individuals of which no satisfactory record evidence of ownership existed.

In accordance with the almost unanimous desire of the inhabitants, the Commissioners
determined to leave the cranberry lands near the sea shore, and the clay in the cliffs undivided; it
being, in their judgement impracticable to make a division that would be, and continue to be an
equitable division of these cranberry lands, and of the claysin the cliffs, owing to the changes
continually being made by the action of the elements.

The numbers refer to a map — made under the direction of the Commissioners —
accompanying this Report, which is respectfully submitted for the consideration and approval of

the Hon. Court of Probate for Dukes County.

Joseph T. Pease
Richard L. Pease
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Dukes County Registry of Deeds
Book 65, Page 151

Dukes County SS.

At a Probate Court held at the Probate Office in Edgartown, within and for the County of
Dukes County, on the twenty first day of December A.D. 1878, by adjournment from the second
day of December A.D. 1878, the final Report of the Commissioners heretofore appointed by this
Court under authority derived from Statutes of 1870, Chapter 213, having been considered is
approved; and it is ordered that the same be recorded in the Registry of Deeds for said County,
and it isfurther ordered that said Report, after being so recorded, and the Map of Gay Head lands
with said Report submitted be deposited in this Office, and that a copy of said Map and Report,
prepared by said Commissioners be deposited in the Office of the Town Clerk of the Town of

Gay Head, and said Commissioners are hereby directed to see that this Order is complied with.

Thaddeus C. Defriez
Judge of the Probate Court
for Nantucket County
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Dukes County Registry of Deeds
Book 65, Page 152

The lots of common lands drawn or assigned by the Commissioners Joseph T. Pease and
Richard L. Pease duly appointed by Hon. Theodore G. Mayhew, Judge of Probate for Dukes
County, are numbered from No. 189 and upwardsin regular order. Lots No. 1to No. 173.
inclusive were run out and bounded under previous provision of the statutes. The record of these
lots will be found in Land Records 49 Book pages 116 to 198 inclusive.

Lots No. 174 to No. 189 were run out and bounded afterwards, by the Commissioners
who made partition of the Indian Common lands. The description of these lots, their boundaries

and ownership are here given.
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Summary Map of Gay Head lands depicting a substantial portion of lots partitioned from the common
land by Joseph T. Pease and Richard L. Pease, prepared by John Mullin, Civil Engineer (1878).
Lots 1 to 173 and the homestead lots deeded between 1866 and 1871 are cross-hatched; and Lots 174 to 189
conveyed in 1878 are labeled.
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Gay Head,
from the lighthouse

Plate 21A (ca. 1887)

This impressive view was taken by Richard C. Woodward,
a photographer ‘who had a studio in the Methodist
Campgrounds in Oak Bluffs from 1870-1888. It captures
the essence of nineteenth century Gay Head — wide
open. Looking east from the entrance gate to the light-
house, the eye traces this way and that across a network of
stone walls, hesitating here and there at a farmhouse, per-
haps, b