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Commonwealth of Massachusctts.

[u the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

[Chap. 103.]
ResoLve in relation to the Gay Head ludians.

Resolved, That a joint special committee, consisting of two
on the part of the senate and three on the part of the house,
Le appointed to sit during the recess of the legislature, for the
purpose of visiting the Indians of the District of Gay Llead, to

inquire into their condition and to veport to the next legisla-

ture.— Approved June 23, 1869.
Ou the part of the Scuate, Messrs. HoLpen, of Essex, King,
of the Island District, are appointed.

S. N. Girrorp, Clerk.

On the part of the House, Messrs. Davis, of Luneuburg,
Sautii, of Doston, Hagr, of Fall River, are appointed.

W. S. Rouinson, Clerk.
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Tommouwealth of fHassachuscits.

To the Hon. fI. H. CooLivge, President of the Senate.

The Committee appointed under the preceding Resolve, having
attended to their duty, and given the subject their careful
attention, beg leave to submit the following

REPORT:

Among the list of subjects to which the attention of the legis-
latuve of 1869 was called by the governor in his annual address,
was that of the anomalous condition of the Indians of the Com-
monwealth., A joint speeial committee was accordingly ap-
pointed early in the session, consisting of three on the purt of
the Scuato, and seven on the part of the House, who tenk tho
whole matter iuto consideration, and in their final report,
(Ho. Does. Nos. 433 and 502, 1869,) after presenting the tacts
and statistics so far as they had been able to gather them, and
with an explanatory clanse stating why no report was maide
coucerning Gay IHead, closed by recommending the passage of

1st. An Act to enfranchise the Indians of the Commonwealth.
24, An Act to incorporato the Town of Marshpee. :
3. A Resolve in relution to the Gay [lewd Iudians.

The first and third measures were adopted, but the second

waus lost; whereby the people of (Marshpee as well as of) Gay

" ead wero made the recipients of the glovivus privileges of

Massachusotts citizenship in full—with the siugle slight draw-

back that being neither o town by themselves, nor part of any

other town, the aloresaid privileges could ncither be exercised
nur enjoyed,
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4 GAY IEAD INDIANS. [Juwn.

To prepare the way for remedying this continuation of the
“ political anomaly,” as least so far as Gay IIcad was concerned,
the present Comumittee visited the people of that district, and care-
fully noted their condition, their prospects, their situation, their
views and opinions,

Tae DistricT oF GaY HEeabp

has been often deseribed. Tt is one of the three peninsulas situ-
ated on the western end of Martha's Vineyard, the other two
being Nashaquitsa and Squipnocket. “They are nearly cut off
from the main land of the Island by Menemesha Pond which
comes in from the north by a narrow strait, so shallow as to be
easily fordable at low-water, and extends across to within a few
rods of the south side, leaving an isthmus over which passes the
highway to Nashaquitsa, and thence to Gay Head. Nasha-
quitsa connects Gay Head by another narrow isthmus, which .
has Menemesha Pond on the north-east, and Squipnocket Pond
on the south-west, the latter pond bounding Gay Head on its
south-cast side, and dividing both Gay Hcad and Squipnocket
from Nashaquitsa, except by another narrow neck, which con-
neets them at the eastern extremity of Squipnocket.  Gay Head
is ol nearly equal length and breadth, the outline somewhat ir-
regular, between a circle and square in form, and contains,
within its area, about two thousand four hundred acres of land.
About four hundred and fifty acres of the land is held in
scveralty, and is fenced and occupied by the several owners, and
the remainder is held by the tribe in common.”*
This was the “ tenure ” at the time of Mr. Earle’s writing,
from whose excecdingly ahle report we quote, (Sen. Doc. No.
- U6, 1861,) and is so now. Shortly after the establishment of
(iny Hcad as a district, in 1862, (Stat, 1862, ch. 184,) steps ,
were taken to ascertain and determine the existing boundary
lines of the lands held in scveralty. In 1863, (Resolves, 1863,
ch. 42,) Hon. Charles Marston was appointed to perform this
duty, but died before completing it, whereupon Hon. Richard L.
Pease was appointed in 18366, (Resolves, 1866, ch. 67,) and
under his active and judicious supervision, order is being

¢ Subscquent surveys show that the whole number of acres is nearer 3,400, of which
a little less 1han one-half is now beid in severalty.
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rapidly Lrought out ol chaos and the limits of each person's
lot warked out by stukes and bounds.  Sowme of these are ex-
ceedingly small ; one wowan, as Mr. Pease informed us, having
had a claim of only four rows of corn.  In the performance of
his duties, Mr. Pease is obliged, upon such exumination and evi-
dence as is accessible, to decide as to the vwnership of property,
and his deeisions are generally acquiesced in with a good grace
and with a Dbetter spirit of acquiescence, no doubt, than if he
were dealing with the ordinary run of white ‘people. The
settling of this matter of ownership has now become absolutely
essential in connection with the new condition upon which these
people are about to enter; and it is not improbable that, before
a great while, a condition of things will arise by which all special
care and aid on the part of the State may be safely withdrawn.

In addition to what is held in severalty, there is the large
tract of some nincteen hundred acres held in common., This
land is uneven, rough, and not remarkably fertile. A good
deal of it, however, is, or might be made, reasonably productive
with a slight expenditure, and, doubtless, would be if the owners
had the means ; but, deficient as they are in “ weorldly gear,” it
is, perhaps, better that these launds should continue to lie in
common for the benefit of the whole community as pasturage
and berry lands, than to be divided up into swmall lots to lie un-
tilled and comparatively unused. This, however, is a question
of *¢ property,” which every “ citizen ”” should liave thie privilege
of determining for himself, and the people of Gay Head have cer-
tainly the right to claim, as among the first proofs of their
recognition to full citizenship, the disposition of their landed
property, in accordance with their own wishes. Accordingly
we have inserted iu the bill accompanying this Report, a section
making the same provision for a distribution of their lands as
was mado last year for the other tribes. [See Stat. 1869, ch.
463, sect. 3.] The

PorurariON

does not vary much from the the tables given by Mr. Earle.
The whole number of actuul residents is a little over two
hundred. Of these about ninety-four are males, and about one-
half of thesa are of tho ago of twenty-one. Theso are mainly
engaged in fishing and agricultural pursuits. Sqme few (and
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mostly tho youne) eo to sen, and remain away for many yoenrs,
but alimost invariably return to their native isle as they near the
middle age of life, in preference to settling in more tavored
lands,  Of-the permancut residents a mueh better report ean be
wade now an was made by the commissioners in 1319 (Ifo.
Doc. No. 44, 1349,) or even by Mr. Earle in 1861, who said—

“The Gay Tleaders are, in the main, a frugal, industrious, tem-
perate, and morad people; but not without exceptions.  In these
respects thd lave greatly iimproved within the last thirty yeurs, und
particularly witliin the lust ten or twelve years, so that, it is believed,
they will bear a fivorable comparison with any of the other tribes.
They have made great eftorts to promote the cause of temperance
and of gencral morality, in which the mass of the population have
united ; but w tow individuals have stood aloof and thrown their in-
fluence against these desirable reforms. They ave generally kind und
considerate toward each other, and perform their social and relative
duties as well as do the other people in whose vicinity they reside.
It isnsomewhat remarkable fact, that, of less than two hundred per-
sons who live on the plantution, over sixty, or about one-third of the
whole number, are eommunnicants of the chureh, and many of them
adern their Christinn profession by the purity of their lives and

conversation,”

At the meeting held by the committee at Gay Ilead ou their
recent visit, the chairinan of the selectmen said in substance,—

“In reference to the general character of the Gay ITead people, he
sus inclined to be & little modest ; but he said that Rev. Mr. Hateh,
who lived there four years, and another minister who had lived there
two years, had both given their testimony to the effect that they
Lad never seen @ case of drunkenness among the people during their
residence, What the testimony of the prescent minister would be he
wus unable to say ; but he could speak tor himself, as Le was present.
Rev. Mr. Stone accordingly rose, and said that, not only had he
never seen an instance of intoxication there, but hie could say of this
community what he could not say of uny other within the runge of
bis expurience,~he had never heard a profane oath wttered umong
these people.”

This was not isolated testimony, but the unanimous expres-
sion of all who were conversant with the habits of tlieso peoplo
tho last few years, Of
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Paurers,
they have but three at present; one, an agel woman, who re-
auires partiul ussistance ; the other two, ane aged mwan aud o
young child, are boarded out at the expeuse of the district.
This has been about the average for the past cight years.
Thiere is oue

Disteicr Scroor,

which is kept open about eight months of the year, by a male
teacher in winter, and a female teacher in swmmer.  Hitherto,
the expense of this school has been Lorne by the State,
and, iu view of the peculiar situation of this people and their
circumstances, wo carnestly hope this aid will be continued.
In no better way can the Commonwealth compensate the long
years of degradution to which an unjust deniual of the rights of

citizenship doomed them, than by generous assistance towards
the education of their children.

Tae CnourcH
is of the Baptist denomination, now presided’ over by the Rev.
(iilman Stone.  There are about forty communicants, and the
average attendance at their meetings is quite large.  They re-
ceive about two hiundred dollars annually from the * Socicty for
Propagating the Gospel among the Indians,” and we cordialily
reiterate the wish of the first committee, as exjpressed in their
report (Ho. Doc. No. 133, 1869,) that, althouzh these people
are now no longer techuically ““ Indians,” the Socicety will con-
tinue their benefactions as heretofore.

We come now to the consideration of the question, what shall
be done with these people thus poorly circumstanced and dis-
tantly isolated. Shall they be annexed to Chilmark, or incor-
porated as a town ! [n view of all the facts as we have learned

them by careful inguiry, and close observation, we unhesitat-
ingly and ununimously answer:

INCORPORATE THEM AS A TowN!

But it will be said the population is too small. That objection
comes rathor late now. In looking over the list of towns we
find that Gay [Tewd is very nearly the size o' Hull and Mount
Washington, ounly ubout once hundred less than Nahant, only

\
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8 GAY TEAD INDIANS. (Jan.

about one handred ad fitty less than Montgomery and Hollaod,
and actaadly Luger than New  Ashloed, Mouroe, or Gosnold,
While, thercfore, it may be ordinarvily desicuble that towns
should be larger than these, since the exceptions have been
wade, for doubtless “ good reasons,” let them be cuntivued for
the henclit of Gay Ilead, whose * veasons " are certainly asstrong
as any urged for the towns above-mentioned.

By thie census of 1865, the population of Lthe towns above-
mentioned was as folluws :—

Hull, . . . . . . . 260

Mount Washington, . . . . . 237
Nuahant, . . . c . . 313
Moutgomery, . . . . . . 3h3

Holland, . . . . . . . 368
New Ashford, . . . . . 178
Mouroe, . . . . . . . 101
Gosnold, . . . . . . . 108

But, they are too poor, continues the objector.  Yes, they are
pour, but this, instead of being an argument against, is an argu-
ment for, theiv heing incorporated by themselves. Now, though
pour, they arve free [rom debt; annex them to Chilhoark (the
next adjoining town,) aud they are immedialely taxed to help
pay, not only the ordinury yearly expenses, but also the existing
town debt of Chilmark!

By themselves they can be as firugal and economical as a town
as they now are as a district; put them with Chilmark and
they become powerless hefure the greater numbers of that
towu, and, nofens volens, must submit to all measures, however
extravagant, which their weulthier noighbors may seq fit to pass.
As a district thoy now have sll the essential furms of a town
government, and manage the financial and other matters of
local interest to their own satisfaction. They have, therefore,
the beuctit of experience, und we doubt not will continue to do
prudently, wisely and well, whether you call them *“ town” or
“ district,” provided, you only continue them in their experi-
ment of self-rovernment.

{n Lis counection we are reminded of a matter which bears
directly upon this question ol town cxpenses. Nol uwmong the
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least of these is the expense of repairing rowls,  Now it so
lappens that the road frow Gay LHewl to Chitmark s i most
deplorable condition off which your Conmiittee hiad most * strik-
ing 7 proof. To put this roud into Taiv travelling comlition
would cost morc thau Gay Ilead could possibly affurd or Chil-
mark be willing to give. It is the main road leading directly
to the United States light-house on Gay [lead, aud is much
travelled in summer by people from the main land, pleasure-
seeking on the Vineyard 5 in fact, it would be as much for the
benelit of summer travellers [rom the State at large as for ei-
ther Chilmark, or Dukes County, to have this road repaired.
Situated in Gay IIead (all that purtion requiring heavy repairs)
it ** belongs " to that town or district to keep it in repair.
This they would doubtless gludly do, if the State would first
put it in repair, as wo think the duty of the Com nuirvealth re-
quires. We should ever bear in mind thut the Commoirveslsl.
las been the self-coustituted guardian of these people, and, as
such, was bound to look out for, and take care of, them and
their interests ; among the interests to be protected, we hold
that the first in couvenience if not of importance was the open-
ing and keeping in order a good road whercby they could hold
travelling communication with the rest of the Ntate.  Speaking
of their distance from Chilmark and the disadvantages of their
comparative isolation as compared with their boiug brought into
quicker and readicr contact with the outside world, Mr Earle ways :

« It has already been stated that Gay Iead is a peninsula,  Across
the narrow which connects it to the main island, passes the bound-
ary between the Indians and the whites, and o substantial stone
wall is built apon the lividing line, exeept where the road passes,
[snek here] bars ave placed, wd these have to be removed whenever
a cirriage crosses the line.  Thus surrounded by the sea, except at
this onc point of ingress and cgress, situated at a distance from the
main or any other land, except the small island ot ¢ No-inan’s-land,’

_about three miles distant, they are almost isolated teom the rest of

the world.  This comparative isolation has both its advantages and

disndvantages,  While it removes them trom the direct contact with

the vices of the outside community, the concomitants of civilization,

it euts them off from most of the comforts, conveniences and

enjoyments peculiar to refined society, and a more perfectly devel-

oped social state, 1t subjects them to losg of time, mud to ex-
2
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penses which bene heavily on them, und trenelh severely on their
lmited means,  For their blaeksmithing and vaious other Rinds of
mechanival work, for theiv physician, deigs, store supplies, &o, they
are compelled to go from seven to fitteen miley, and every grist of
guain that they lave ground, must be carried ten niiles to ill, and
then, il it eannot be groumd, at the 4ime, they nust make another
Jjuurney to get i

For these and other reasons that will readily occur to any one
acquainted with the subject, we recommend that provision be
made at an early day whereby the road in Guy Head from the
light-liouse to Chilmark shall be put in good travelling order at
the expense of the State; and this, whatever may be the deci-
sion as to incorporating Gay Ilead as a separate town.

And now to resume the question of incorporating Gay Ilead.
It was saidin _felation to incorporating Marshpee, and nay be
atd of Gy [ead, that it is not good, sound policy to incorpor-
ate « whole town of negroes.  Well ; admitting the assertion to
be true for the sake of' the argument, (and we would not admit
it for any other purpose!) we auswer, first, that Gay Head
would not be a whole town of negroes! That some of the peo-
ple bear a large proportion of negro blood is true, but, (to
quote again from Mr. Earle,)

% The people of Gay Iead, like those of the other plantations, are a
mixtwe ol the red, white, aml black races. They huve, ulso, an
infusion ol the Llood of the chivalry ot the South, as well as of the
Portugmese and Duteh, as might he iuterred from the nunes of
Randolph, Madison, Corsa, Sylvis, and Vanderhoop being found
among them. Newrly all of their young men, heretofure, have
gone 10 sea, and many of them never return; some dying at sea,
and others tinding new homes in distant lands.  The places of these
are supplied by others, clivtly sailurs, fromn abroad, who, getting
acquainted with the Guy Head men at sea, come -here, and marry
Gay MHead women, and settle here for life. By this continua! cfflux

of nutive males, and influx of toreign males, the Indian nunes huve

almost become extinet, and but for two or three families, a list of
their nnes would never suggest an idea of their aboriginal origin.
The adinixture is much like that on the other plantations, with,
perhups, a less infusion of the Afiicun thon in some of then, A
few are so strongly marked with the Indian characteristics, us to
induce the beliet thut they nre very nearly ot pure blood ; but there
are none so neurly white, as in sume of' the other tribes.”
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Thus we find that so far from Gay Head being all of a class,
or =0 exvlusively made up of one race as to preseut a dangerous
exawple ol * easte,” it is in fact decidedly mixed, while as yet,
il any one blood predominates it is undoubtedly the Indian.
But suppose it were otherwise, und that negro blood did indeed
prevail ; should it Le saild of Mussachusetts that she refused to
incurporate a body of her citizeus into a town because they were
bluck ? Giod forbid. Whether the “fifteenth amendment”
finally prevails or not, the time has loug gone by when in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts c¢qual political rights and
privileges will be refused to any citizen or any body of citizens
* gn account of race, culor, or previous condition of servitude.”

FFor these reasons, then, amoug others, to wit: because they
are capable of sclf-governmeut, as their history since 13652
abundantly shows ; because they are as worthy and well quali-
fied now as they probahly ever will be under the dominion of
of any neighboring town ; Lecause they are far remots from the
nearest adjoining town by from four to seven iiles; because
the people of that town have been and still are strongly opposed
to the annexation of Gay IHead to them ; because the people of
Gay Head are (with but oue exception,) unanimous for a sepa-
rate township, as shown Ly their action at the pubilic mecting at
which the Committec attended; because, other things being
cqual, the wishies of the parties most interested ought to be
consulted 5 and finally, beeause having already governed them-
selves in reality for the past few years (since 1862) a coutinua-
tion of this eoutrol, while it would work no injury to any other
interests would bie of great benefit to the people of Gay Head—
giving them reuewed assurauce of the confidence of the Com-
monwealth in them und inspiving them to further effort towards
improvement—we unanimously recoiumend that Guy Head be
incurpurated as a township Ly itself.

In concelusion, we uppend the form of an Act which embodies
the views of the Commitlee, and has been drafted so as to har-
munize with chapter 463 of the Acts of 186Y.

We also beg leave to refer for fuller statistics and information
on the general subject, to the able reports already quoted from,
made by Hon, K. W, Bird in 1848, J. M. Earle, Esq. in 1861,
anel again last winter by Mre. Bird from the (irst committee.

We desive also before closing to express our warm thanks to
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the [Ton. Richard L. Pease, ol Edgartown, for very valuable
assistance rendered us at Gay Head s to suporintendents W £
Bullock, of the Old Colony Railroad; W. Ladd, of the LFair-
haven Dranch; and E. N, Winslow, of the Cape Cod Railroad,
for their courtesy in passing the Committee over their respective
roads 5 aund to Captain M. L. Eldridge, and his ollicers, ol the
sthoolship Massachusetts, for the wany utientious and generous
hospitalities so freely rendered us while cruising with them to
the Vineyard and back.

N. J. HOLDEN,

G. A. KING,

Of the Senate.

E. DAVIS,
J. J. SMITI,
A. G. HART,
Of the House.
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Tommonwealtl) of Massachusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Ifundred and Seventy.

AN ACT

To incorporate the Town of Gay Head.

Be it enucted by the Senate and IHounse of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authorily of

the same, as follows :—

1  Secr. 1. The territory comprised in the district
2 of Gay Hcad is hereby incorporated into a town by
3 the name of Gay Head. And said town of Gay
4 Head is hereby invested with all the powers, privi-
5 leges, rights, immunities, and subject to all the dutics
6 and requisitions to which other towns are entitled and
T subject by the constitution and laws of this Common-
8

wealth.

Secr. 2. All common lands, common funds, and
all fishing and other rights held by the district of
Gay Head are hereby transferred to the town of
Gay Head, and shall be owned and enjoyed as like

property and rights of other towns arc owned and

U e N~
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GAY HEAD INDIANS. [Jan.

Sect. 3. Any justice of the peace of the couuty
of Dukes county, may issue his warrant directed to
any principal inhabitants of the town of Gay Head,
requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants
thereof qualified to vote in town affairs, to mect at
the time and place therein appointed, for the purpose
of choosing all such town officers as towns are by
law authorized and required to choose at their annual
meetings, and shall be served by publishing a copy
of the same in some newspaper printed in the county
of Dukes county and by posting up copies thereof
attested by the person to whom the same is directed,
in three public places in said town, seven days at
least before such time of meceting. Such justice, or
in his absence such principal inhabitant, shall preside
until the choice of a moderator in said meeting.

At such meeting all inhabitants of said town quali-
fied to vote in town affairs may vote, and no check-
list shall be required for any purpose.

Sect. 4. The said town shall be and form a part
of the same rcpresentative, senatorial, councillor aud
congressional district as the town of Chilmark uwtil
constitutionally and legally charged.

Secr. 5. The county commissioners of the couuty
of Dukes county shall, as soon after the passagc of
this act as may be, proceed to lay out and construct
a road from Chilmark to the lighthouse on Gay
ITead, and may appropriate such sum from the funds
of the county as may be necessary to defray the ex-
pense of the same; and thereafter, for a time not
cxceeding five years from the passage of this act,
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upon the application of the selcctmen of Gay Ilecad,
may appropriate such further sums as they may sce
fit from (he said funds of the county for the support
and repair of said road, and the governor, with the
advice of his council, is hereby authorized to draw
his warrant for the reimbursement of the same from
the state treasury.

Secr. 6. The district of Gay Head is hereby abnl-
ished ; but all rights of any proprietors in any lands
in said district, aud all rights of any persons under
lawful grants from said district, or from the treasurer
or agents of said district, are hereby confirmed.

Sect. 7. The judge of probate of the county of
Dukes county, upon the application of the selectmen
of Gay Ifead, after such notice as the judge may
direct to all parties interested and a hearing on the
same, if he shall adjudge that it is for the interest of
said parties that any or all of the common lands of
said tribe be divided, shall appoint two discreet, dis-
interested persons commissioners to make partition
of the same, and their award, being confirmed by
said court, shall be final in the premises; but if he
shall adjudge that it is for the interest of said parties
that the same, or a part of the same, be sold, he shall
direct the said commissioners, after they shall have
given such bonds as the court may require, to proceed
to sell any or all of said lands, and to pay the pro-
ceeds thereof to the treasurer of said town; and the
said judge of probate shall direct the said commis-
sioners to examine and define the boundaries of the
lands rightfuly held by individual owners, and shall
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properly describe and set forth the same in writing,
and such description being approved by the court,
shall be final in the premises; and the same, together
with all deeds of partition, division or sale made by
such commissioners shall be recorded in the registry
of deeds in the county,and the expenses of said com-
missioners, including the cost of recording said deeds,
the same being approved by the judge of probate,
shall be paid out of the treasury of the Common-
wealth, the same being also approved by the governor
and council; and the governor is hereby authorized
to draw his warrant accordingly.

Any person aggrieved by any order, decree or denial
of the judge of probate under this act, shall have the
same right of appeal, under the same rules and regu-
lations as provided for in chapter one hundred and
and seventeen of the General Statutes: provided, that
the attested copies and notices required to be given
by said chapter shall be served upon such parties as
the judge of probate shall direct.

Sect. 8. All sums of moncy payable to the select-
men or treasurer of the district of Gay Ilead, under
chapter thirty-six of the General Statutes, for the
support of schools, shall hereafter be paid to the
treasurer of the town of Gay Head, to be expended
in accordance with section four of said chapter.

This section shall continue in force for five years.

83

!
!




I Hereby certify that the attached is g Irue copy of

R O N RS

locaied in the Massachucels Siale Librap,

oo A i

4 GAY IEAD INDIANS. [Juwn.

To prepare the way for remedying this continuation of the
“ political anomaly,” as least so far as Gay IIcad was concerned,
the present Comumittee visited the people of that district, and care-
fully noted their condition, their prospects, their situation, their
views and opinions,

Tae DistricT oF GaY HEeabp

has been often deseribed. Tt is one of the three peninsulas situ-
ated on the western end of Martha's Vineyard, the other two
being Nashaquitsa and Squipnocket. “They are nearly cut off
from the main land of the Island by Menemesha Pond which
comes in from the north by a narrow strait, so shallow as to be
easily fordable at low-water, and extends across to within a few
rods of the south side, leaving an isthmus over which passes the
highway to Nashaquitsa, and thence to Gay Head. Nasha-
quitsa connects Gay Head by another narrow isthmus, which .
has Menemesha Pond on the north-east, and Squipnocket Pond
on the south-west, the latter pond bounding Gay Head on its
south-cast side, and dividing both Gay Hcad and Squipnocket
from Nashaquitsa, except by another narrow neck, which con-
neets them at the eastern extremity of Squipnocket.  Gay Head
is ol nearly equal length and breadth, the outline somewhat ir-
regular, between a circle and square in form, and contains,
within its area, about two thousand four hundred acres of land.
About four hundred and fifty acres of the land is held in
scveralty, and is fenced and occupied by the several owners, and
the remainder is held by the tribe in common.”*
This was the “ tenure ” at the time of Mr. Earle’s writing,
from whose excecdingly ahle report we quote, (Sen. Doc. No.
- U6, 1861,) and is so now. Shortly after the establishment of
(iny Hcad as a district, in 1862, (Stat, 1862, ch. 184,) steps ,
were taken to ascertain and determine the existing boundary
lines of the lands held in scveralty. In 1863, (Resolves, 1863,
ch. 42,) Hon. Charles Marston was appointed to perform this
duty, but died before completing it, whereupon Hon. Richard L.
Pease was appointed in 18366, (Resolves, 1866, ch. 67,) and
under his active and judicious supervision, order is being

¢ Subscquent surveys show that the whole number of acres is nearer 3,400, of which
a little less 1han one-half is now beid in severalty.





