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Commonwealth of MAlassachusetis.

Executtve DEPARTMENT, CouUNCIL CHAMBER,
BostoN, March 8, 1861,

To the Honorable the House of Representatives :

I herewith transmit for the information of the General Court,
the Report concerning the Indians domieiled in this Common-
wealth, made by the Commissioner appointed in accordanco
with the provisions of chapter 266 of the Acts of the year 1859,

JOHN A. ANDREYW.
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Tommonwealth) of MRlassachusetts.

In Sexare, March 15, 1861.

The Comumittee on Claims, to whom was committed the Report
of John Milton Earle, Commissioner under the Act of April 6,
1859, concerning the Indians of the Commonwealth, have con-
sidered the same, and recommend that the same be printed.

EDWIN WALDEN, Chairman.

SENaTE, March 15, 1861.

Accepted.
Sent down for concurrence.
S. N. Grrrorp, Clerk.
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HousEe or RepresentaTivEs, March 16, 1861.

Accepted, in concurrence.
WiLLtax Srowe, Clerk.
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L INDIANS OF MASSACHOUSETTS. [ Marely,

Lommonwealth of IMassachusetts.

T Iis Excellency Jous A. ANDREW :—

The undersigned, Commissioner under the Act of April 6,
1859, concerning the Indians of this Commonwealth, having
attended to the duties of his appointment, presents in con-
formity with the provisions of that Act, the following

REPORT.

By the provisions of the Act, under which he received his
appointment, the Commissioner is required * to examine into
the condition of all Indians and the descendants of Indians
domiciled in this Commonwealth, and make report to the
governor, for the information of the general court, on the
following matters, namely :

“1. The number of all such persons, their place of abode,
their distribution, whether by tribes or otherswise, classifying
them by age and sex, and distinguishing between the married
and single; and also the number of persons reputed Indians,
who are of mixed or other race.

2. The social and political condition of all such persons,
including their municipal, religious, and educational organi-
zation, and their relation, individual and municipal, to the
counties, towns, or districts in which they dwell.

““3. The economical state of all such persons, including the
specilication of all property of theirs in lands, and whether
the same is held in severalty or in common, and whether now
in their own possession, or unlawfully possessed and occupied
by others, and, in the latter case, by what color of alleged
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1862.] HOUSE—No. 215. 7

title ; and also what proportion of syel, persons are paupers
dependent on the towns in whicl, they dwell, or on the State.

“ 4. All such facts in the personal or social condition of the
Indians of the Commonwealth, as Inay enable the general
court to judge whether they can, compatibly with their own
good and that of the other inhabitants of the State, be placed
immediately and completely, or only gradually and partially,
on the same legal footing as the other inhabitants of the
Commonwealth.”

Immediately on my appointment, I entered upon the duties
thereof. 1 soon found that I had entered on a wide field of
research, with much ground to traverse and little to gather, and
that little so scattered and hidden in the mass of other matter,
cverywhere surrounding it, as to make the pursuit a matter of
much labor, with comparatively insignificant returns, Yet
jhiese returns were necessary, and must be had, at whatever
sacrifice of time and labor. Hag the inguiries been confined
to the Indians and descendants of Indians who are residents of
the reservations, who compose somewhat distinet communities,
and who are considered the special wards of the State, the
labor would have been comparatively trifling; but even to
obtain fully and accurately the facts and statistjes in relation to
these, is no small work, Situate as most of them are, near the
seaboard, in the immediate vicinity of our fishing and com-
mercial ports, the temptations to a race naturally inclined to 3
roving and unsettled life, are too great to be resisted, and
nearly all of the males, first or last, engage in seafaring as an
0Ccupation. Thus, the mep are drawn away from home, and
are often absent for years at a time, frequently without theip
friends knowing whero they are. The women, left Lehind,
seek employment wherever it can bLe had—usually in the
neighboriug towns and citjes, It was found, that, in New
Bedford alone, there were about one huudred ang (ifty persons
of the Indian race, drawn from various tribes, exclusive of the
very considerable numbers at sea in Neyw Bedford ships, whose
residence is elsewhere,  Few of these consider themselves
permanently located there, but generally, are looking forward
to the time, more or less remote, when they shall
the places of their nativity, finally o mingle theijr
that of their fathers, After thus leaving

return o
dust with
home, they frequently
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8 INDIANS OF MASSACHUSETTS. [March,

remove from place to place, keeping up no correspondence op
communication with those they have left; till at last their
place of residence ceases to be known to their friends, and a}l
trace of them is lost. Several such cases have occurred, in
some of which, after much correspondence and inquiry, the
partics have been found, while in others all investigation hag
been fruitless, The difficulty of tracing them is much
increased by their humble social position and obscure station
in life, known only to a few directly about them, and those
mostly persons whose position in the community is similar to
their own, )

An incident that occurred during the progress of my
inquiries will illustrate the facility with which they lose the
knowledge of each other's residence and the consequent
difficulty of procuring the desired statistical information. At
one of the public hearings, a claim was entered for a tract of
land in an adjoining town, of which the complainant alleged
that he was the heir by collateral descent, there being no heir
by direct descent surviving, and that the land was unlawfuily
possessed and occupicd by another. The original Indian title
to the property was found to be good, but, on investigation, it
was ascertained that there were numerous heirs by direct
descent living, and that two of them had resided during their
whole lives within three or four miles of the property, and, at
that time and for years preceding, had dwelt within six miles
of the complurinant, yet without either he or they having any
knowledge of each other. This appears the more singular, as
the complainant had been pursuing the matter for years,
without any suspicion of the existence of other heirs, till he
was informed of it by the Commissioner.

In another case, a woman 45 years of age, a widow, on being
questioned as to her family, replied that she had none living.
She had had, as she said, ono daughter, born when she was in
her fiftcenth year. Five years afterward, her husband deserted
her, taking the child with him. This was twenty-five years
since, and as, during that time, she had never heard any thing
of her daughter, she supposed that she must be dead. In the
further investigations of the Commissioner, it was found that
the daughter was living, a respectable woman, the wife of a
white man, and the mother of three children ; and she was as
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1862.] HOUSE—No. 215. 9

ignorant of her mother’s existence as the mother was of hers.
They had for many years resided within twenty-five miles of
each other, and, for none of the time, more than forty-five miles
apart. When such difficulties attend the investigation con-
cerning those who belong to tribes having distinet organizations,
it may well be inferred how greatly they are multiplied, in rela-
tion to the very large number scattered in various parts of the
State, who have no organization, no central point, no records,
and no common bond of union, whose descent itself is unknown,
even to themselves, except by the tradition that they are In-
dians, confirmed by their physical characteristics, and frequently
where these characteristics have been so effaced by admixture
with other races, that they are not recognized as Indians, by
the people among whom they dwell.

The imperfection of the early records of towns where there
were Indian settlements has been a source of much embarrass-
ment, and has caused no little extra labor. Enough was often
found to encourage further research and inquiry, which, too
frequently, ended in leaving the subject in a state of as much
perplexity as when first commenced. The records of most of
the towns which have been examined, contain a few of the mar-
riages, births, and deaths, but, of far the greater portion, no
record whatever could be found; while, of the marriages and
deaths which are recorded, the parentage of the parties is given
in so few instances, that the information derived therefrom is
far less satisfactory than it would have been had that addition
been made.*

To ascertain all the facts required by the law, under such
unfavorable circumstances, concerning some sixteen hundred
persons, scattered in various parts of the State, the residence
and even the existence of a considerable portion of whom was
not previously known, and had to be ascertained, required not
only & wide range of personal observation and inquiry, but an
extensive correspondence, most of which was necessarily with
individuals feeling no personal interest in the subject of inquiry,

* The records of Yarmouth have furnished more complete and satisfactory
information than any other that have been referred to. By the kindness of
the town clerk, the Commissioner obtained a very complete record of the
Yarmouth tribe, which enabled him to settle some doubtful questions, also, in
reference to individual members of other tribes.

2
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10 INDIANS OF MASSACHUSETTS. ~ [March,

and who, therefore, consulted their own convenience or incli-
nation as to the time of replying, or whether to reply at all,
Among those most relied on for information have been town
officers, particularly town clerks. To the inquiries addressed
to these, numbers have responded in the most cheerful manner,
and have rendered much assistance. Others have failed to
notice, at all, inquiries repeatedly addressed to some of them ;
sometimes, it is believed, from a vague but groundless appre-
hension, that their answers might possibly compromise the
interests of their towns. For this reason, the return is more
deficient as to the political relations of individuals, to the towns
in which they reside, than it otherwise would have been, and
more so, it is believed, than it is in relation to any other subject
of inquiry.

The distinet bands, communities, or tribes, having funds or
reservations, or which have had them and are recognized as
wards of the State, are the Chappequiddick, the Christiantown,
the Gay Head, the Marshpee, the Herring Pond, the N atick, the
Punkapog, the Troy or Fall River, the Hassanamisco, and the
Dudley. The Indians and descendants of Indians, of whom
there are considerable numbers in any one vicinity, whose
descent can be distinctly traced, but who do not stand in the
same rclation to the State, are those of Dartmouth and Yar-
mouth. There are, in addition, considerable numbers, belonging
originally to some of the tribes before named, as the Gay Head,
Marshpee, etc., but who, having left them to reside elsewhere,
have lost their original rights, as members of the tribes, and are
not acknowledged as belonging to them; and sonie others,
residing either in neighborhoods, or scattered abroad in the
community, who originated from other sources, or whose descent
is not precisely known, but, of whose identity as Indians, thore
is no doubt.

Of all these, it is safo to assume that there is not one person
of unmixed Indian blood. There are a few who claim it, but
their claim does not seem to have any satisfactory basis. When
it is considered that the intermixture, both with the whites and
the blacks, commenced ore than two hundred years ago, and
that, in the course of ten or twelve generations, there has been
an opportunity, from intermarriages among themselves, for the
forcign blood early introduced to permeate the whole mass,
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1862.] BOUSE—No. 215. 11

and when it is considered, that the intermixture has been con-
stantly kept up, from the outside, also, down to the present
time, it would be & marvel indeed, if any Indian of the pure
native race remained. Of the publishments of colored persons
entered on the early records of Dartmouth, by far the larger
portion are those of negro men to Indian Women. In Yar-
mouth, a large portion of those of Indian descent have inter-
married with the whites, till their progeny has become white,
their social relations are with those of that color, and they are
mingled with the general community, having lost their identity
as a distinet class. The samo has happened with a portion of
the Hassanamisco tribe, and it would have been a fortunate
thing for all the tribes, if it had been so with them all. But
the mixture in most of the tribes has been more with the negro
race than with the white, till that blood probably predominates,
though there are still a considerable number, who have the
prominent characteristics of the Indians—the lank, glossy, black
hair, the high cheek bones, the bright, dark eye, and other
features peculiar to the race.

The social, economical, and moral condition of this people,
varying somewhat, as it does, in the several tribes, will be
referred to in treating of them scparately; yet some general
considerations in reference thereto are appropriate here. Much
ignorance and misapprehension prevail in the community at
large, among those who have not had the opportunity.of per-
sonal observation relative to these remmants of their race.
They seem to suppose that they have hardly emerged from their
aboriginal state, and although the painted face may not now be
seen, nor the war whoop, the tomahawk, or the scalping knife
be actually encountered among them, yet that they arc not
more than a step or two removed from these things; and the
questions: * What sort of people are they 7 ¢ Do they dress
like white folks 7> ¢ Can they speak the English language ?”
“ Do they live in wigwams?”’ or others of a like nature are
continually asked. If the querist would reflect that, for more
than two centuries, they have lived commingled in a community
with the white race, or on their little plantations surrounded
by them and in constant intercourse with them, that they are
few.and the whites are many, and that the tendency of such
bodies always is, for the few to assimilate to the many, especially
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12 INDIANS OF MASSACHUSETTS. [March,

where the latter have the stronger characteristics, they wounld
hardly ask such questions as these. A large proportion of the
males of the several tribes have always been sailors or laborers
of various kinds, and are thus, almost from childhood, brought
in constant personal contact and association with the whites,and
so afforded the opportunity of acquiring their habits, customs,
and modes of thinking. Many of the females, also, have been
at service in white families of elevated social position, where
they become to a greater or less extent, familiar with the
manners and usages of civilized and refined society. The
people are, ncarly all, comparatively poer, but some of their
dwellings will compare not unfavorably with those of other
people of equal meauns, in their furniture and the order in which
they are kept. I have repeatedly partaken of their hospitality,
and their tables, their cookery, their lodgings, and whatever
elsc came under my observation, in their humble dwellings,
exhibited a neatness not cxcelled in the mansions of the more
affluent whites. The tender of their hospitality was always
made with propriety, dignity, and good taste; and, in no
instance, was any insincere, mawkish, or embarrassing apology
made or attempted, for the quality of the repast provided. It
is granted that this was among the better portion of them, and
that, like other people, they have those who are rude, vulgar,
coarse, and degraded. But, in my visits to them, embracing
nearlpevery family of all the tribes, and some of them two or
three times, I have never met an incivility of word, look, or
action, from old or young, and, though many of them are
shiftless, improvident, and very poor, I have not seen, with
but a few exceptions in two or three of the tribes, the
squalor of extreme poverty and destitution that are often to
be found among the lower class of whites in our large towns
and cities.

It would be fortunate if no shade more gloomy could be
given to this picture. DBut the prejudice of caste, social exclu-
sion, and civil disfranchisement, have done a fearful work with
the race. The weight which these have brought to bear on
thiem seems to have almost crushed out even the wish to have
it removed, and the mass appear to be sunk into that state of
constrained apathy, with which we submit to physical evils that
we know are inevitable. On them, moral purity, social refine-
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1862.] HOUSE—No. 215. 13

ment, and intellectual strength and culture, confer no distine-
tion, or give them even an equal position to those of the
dominant race who may be far their inferiors in these respects.
Having never enjoyed equality of ivil and social rights, the
conviction seems stamped upon their minds, that, in being
created Indians, they were necessarily doomed to their present
condition, and that it is vain to contend against their destiny.
Thus all aspiration is suppressed, and where there is no aspi-
ration, there can be no achievement. This feeling, however,
is not universal. There are ardent spirits among them who are
impatient of the guardianship, and chafe under the disabilities
to which they are subjected, and who would gladly find some
way of escape. Perhaps some Moses may yct arise among these,
who will prepare the minds of the people, and lead the way to
their civil and social emancipation.

The natural and almost irresistible tendency of this legal and
social proscription is, to laxity of personal morals. He who
sees his own rights habitually trampled upon, without the
means of. redress, becomes regardless of the rights of others;
and, where the sources of the higher enjoyments, of emulation
and aspiration are taken away, where self-respect is crushed
out, and where the acquisition of knowledge, itself, brings with
it but a keener sense of degradation and suffering, it is not
strange, constituted as men are, that they should scek the
means of enjoyment in sensual indulgence. The use of intoxi-
cating liquors, the prolific source of demoralization, prevails
more or less in all the tribes, and in some of them to a sorrow-
ful extent, notwithstanding the efforts that have been made to
suppress it. No such liquors, it is believed, are sold on any of
the plantations, but there are groggeries about their borders,
kept by whites, and the laws are inefficient to prevent their
introduction on the reservation. As an almost necessary con-
comitant, licentiousness and other vices moro or less prevail,
though less in several of the tribes than formerly,and the cases
of illegitimacy in most of them have materially diminished.

One of the most hopeful indications for the future of this
race, is the repugnance with which they almost universally look
upon a state of public pauperism. It seems a puzzle to recon-
cile this with the apparont want of self-respect manifested in
some other ways. But, of its existenco there is no question,
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14 INDIANS OF MASSACHUSETTS. [March,

Many of them will live in a state of extreme poverty, deprived of
most of the comforts they might enjoy, if they did not shrink
from the name of pauper, as a contamination. This feeling, if
properly cultivated and directed, might do much toward their
social elevation and improvement. To it we must attribute
the comparatively small number of paupers among them, con-
sidering the general poverty of the whole as a class. Even in
those tribes where the State annually pays more or less toward
their support, tho recipients of the bounty, generally do not
look upon it as a charity, or admit that they are paupers. They
have a vague idea that the State has large funds drawn from
the sale of lands which would have been theirs, and that this
belongs to them as a portion of the interest of the proceeds, or
that the State has in some other way become obligated to their
ancestors, so that whatever they receive is but a just due, for
which the State has received an ample equivalent.

It appears that the whole expenditure of the State, for the
benefit and support of the Indians, and for State paupers ye-
siding among the Indians, for the ten years ending December
31st, 1859 was $29,964.87. This amount includes abont $2,500
expended in the construction and repair of meeting-houses,
school-houses and other buildings for their use. But it docs
not include the interest of the Indian school fund, annually
applied to the support of their schools.

Of this whole amount, the Dudley Indians have received
$7,989.99 ; Fall River, $5,488.80 ; Chappequiddick and Christian-
town, $4,908.74 ; Marshpee and Herring Pond, $4,829.90 ;
Punkapog, $2,391.29 ; Gay Head, $2,314.79 ; Hassanamisco,
$1,476.00 ; Nantucket,* $366.44. There remains a balance of
about $200, paid mostly under the head of State paupers, but
which cannot be traced to any particular tribe. Of the sum
put to the Hassanamisco tribe, $1,000 was deposited with the
Judge of probate for Worcester County, to be expended for their
benefit as he may direct, after paying a claim for the support,
&c. of one Benjamin Phillips, to which more particular reference
will be made in our notice of that tribe.

The payments on account of the Dudley Indians were about

* Within the last ten years, Abraham Quary, the last of the Nantucket
Indians, died at an advanced age.
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$2.000 for the lot and buildings now occupied by them at
Webster, and the balance, about £5,900, for their support and
the guardian’s salary; those to the Fail River and Punkapog
Indians chiefly for their support; a small portion of that to the
Chappequiddick and Christiantown tribes, for the last sickness
and funcral charges of some of their members, but mostly for
the support of State paupers (not Indians) residents among them,
and therefore not properly chargeablo to the Indians. The
Marshpee and Herring Pond payments were mostly for State
paupers, (not Indians) and for county roads laid out through
Marshpee. Those to the Hassanamisco tribe were entirely in
consideratiom,of the loss of the proprietary fund of the tribe by
agents of the State, of which a further statement will be given
in the notice of that tribe. The payment to Nantucket was for
the support of the last of his race on that Island, and he is now
dead.

From this it will be seen that there are only three tribes,
whose poor are now dependent on the treasury of the State for
their support. These are, first, and largest in amount, the
Dudley tribe, next, the Fall River, and lastly the Punkapog.
The expenditures for the Fall River tribe are somewhat dimin-
ishing, while those of the Punkapog are increasing, and the
amount required for the two will not probably vary much from
five hundred dollars per annum, each, for two or three years to
come. With the proper husbanding of the means of the Fall
River tribe, it would seem as if some further reduction might
be made in their cxpense to the State. Of the Punkapog tribe
I cannot sce any chance for a speedy reduction of their expense,
and tho State will probably have tangible evidence,in the
course of the coming ten years, that it is not as nearly extinct
as it has somotimes been represented to be. The diminution
of the Marshpee fund, and its early prospective extinction,
make it probable that the State will soon be subjected to some
expense for-the maintenance of the poor in that District, also.
Beyond this, no occasion is apprehended of much increase of
expenso to the State on this account, for some years to cone.

‘The condition of the several tribes presents a broad field for
the exercise of a wise benevolence, in the improvement of their
social and religious state, and in furnishing the means of better
education, whenever the resources of the treasury will justily it,
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16 INDIANS OF MASSACHUSETTS. [March,

of which the legislature, in its wisdom, will judge, as occasion
may offer. I have felt it my duty to present some cases, in
the separate notices of the several tribes, where small appro-
priations for specific objects seem, almost imperatively, to be
required.

CHAPPEQUIDDICK TRIBE.

The Chappequiddick Indians occupy the northerly portion of
the island of that name, lying on the easterly side of Martha’s
Vineyard, from which it is separated by Mattakeeset Bay, form-
ing Edgartown Harbor. The Straight, at the northerly part
of Edgartown Village, is Very narrow, not more than an eighth
of a mile wide, and there is a ferry between the two islands.
The whole population of the tribe, including one famil ¥ in New
Bedford, and one in Edgartown, is seventy-four, as follows ;:—

Families, . . . . . . . .17
Males, . . . . . 30
Females, . . . . . . . 38

— 74

Foreigners, . . . 1

Under 5 years of age, . 2

From 5 to ten years of age, . T

10 to 21 years of age, . . .15

21 to 50 years of age, . . . 39

50 to 70 years of age, . . 8

Orver 70 years of age, . . . 3

The three persons over 70 are of the ages respectively of 76,
78, and 83; the two latier females and widows. The whole
number returned by the commissioners in 1849 was eighty-five,
from which one should be deducted, who was only a visitor
from Christiantown, leaving the whole number eighty-four.

The mortality here, as in severa] of the other tribes, has been
enormously large during the last eleven years. In this respect
it takes the fourth rank, Christiantown tribe having lost in that
time, of those who were living in 1848, sixteen out of forty-cight,
or just one-third ; Marshpee ninety-two out of three hundred and
five, or 30 per cent. ; Herring Pond twenty out of fifty-five, or
almost 30 per cent, ; and Chappequiddick twenty-thiee out of
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30 INDIANS OF MASSACHUSETTS. [March,

of the portion of the surplus revenue set apart by the State
for their benefit. This gives them about five and a half
months’ schooling in the year, the last two terms having been
two months in the winter, and three and a half months in the
summer. Thercare only about fifteen minors on the plantation,
of age suitable to attend school, and of these, two or three of
the girls, whose parents are very poor, have been obliged to be
out at service to obtain suitable clothing for themselves, so that
the school is of no benefit to them. The average attendance,
the last season, has not been more than from eight to ten
scholars,

There are none here now that are considered paupers, and
there is no appropriation from the State for any such purpose
for this tribe. The municipal organization here is the same
as that at Chappequiddick, under the law of 1828, as already
detailed, and the two tribes are under the same guardian, B. C.
Marchant, Esq., of Edgartown, who has held the office for
about seven years past, and who appears to have discharged its
duties with a good degree of success. The people appear to
prefer their present political position to any change that would
be likely to be made, and are not so well prepared for a change
as some others would be ; the remarks therefore, on that subject
in relation to Chappequiddick, have still more force as applied
to this tribe ; and the withdrawal of the care and guardianship
which has hitherto been extended to them, it is believed, would
be consonant neither with justice, the wislies of the inhabitants,
their best interest, or a wise and humane policy on the part of
the State.

GAY HEAD TRIBE.

The western end of Martha’s Vineyard is divided into three
peninsulas, Nashaquitsa, Squipnocket, and Gay Head. They
are nearly cut off from the main land of the Island by Menemsha
Pond which comes in from the north by a narrow strait, so
shallow as to be easily fordable at low-water, and extends across
to within a few rods of the south side, leaving an isthmus over
which passes the highway to Nashaquitsa, and thence to Gay
Head. Nashaquitsa connects with Gay Ilead by another
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narrow isthmus, which has Menemsha Pond on the north-ecast,
and Squipnocket Pond on the south-west, the latter pond
bounding Gay Head on its south-cast side, and dividing both
Gay Head and Squipnocket from Nashaquitsa, except by another
narrow neck, which conndcts them at the eastern extremity of
Squipnocket. Gay Iead is of nearly equal length and breadth,
the outlinc somewhat irvegular, between a cirele and a square
in form, and contaius, within its area, about two thousand four
hundred acres of land. About four hundred and fifty acres of
the land is held in severalty, and is fenced and occupied by the
several owners, and the remainder is held by the tribe in
common.

In this tribe, unlike some of the others, the population appears
to be gradually increasing, and the increase would be more
~ apparent, but for the emigration which has taken place, in
search of more profitable sources of employment, and casier
means of living, than are afforded by the isolated situation of
the plantation, and its consequent limited choice of pursuits.
The whole population of the plantation, including a few in the
vicinity, who are recognized as having rights as members of the
tribe is two hundred and four, viz.:—

Families, . . . . . . . 46
Males, . . . . . . . . 106
Females, . . . . . . . 98
— 204
Natives, . . . . . . . 194
Foreigners, . . . . . . 10
Under 5 years of age, . . . . . 15
From 5 to 10 yoars of age, . . . . 23
10 to 21 e . . . . 61
21 to 50 “ P 1
50 to 70 “ . . . . 29
Of 70 and over, ¢ . . . . 7
— 204

Those of 70 years of age and over, are respectively of the
ages of 70, 75, 76, 76, 77, 80, and 86 years. The Dirths in
the last eleven years have exceeded the deaths by about twelve.
There are a considerable number in addition to the foregeing,
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32 INDIANS OF MASSACH USETTS. [ March,

who have left the plantation, either temporarily or permanently,
who nevertheless claim to belong to the tribe, together with the
families of such g5 have them. The number of these could not
be ascertained. The names of such as were reported to the
Commissioncr—-ehieﬂy by themselves, or, as it was understood—.
by their request, are arranged in a separate or supplementary
table. It should be remarked, however, that, although these
went from Gay Head or are the descendants of those wlo did,
they are not recognized by those residing there, as having re-
tained any rights, as members of the tribe. Of those included
in this supplementary list, the whole number is forty-nine.

Families, . . . . . . . 8
Males, | . . . . . 22
Females, . . . . . . .27
Unknown, . . . . . . 0
— 49
Forcigners, . . . . . : . 5
Under 6 years of age, . . . . 4
From 5 to 10 years of age, . . . . 6
10 to 21 . . . . . 16
21 to 50 e . . . . 15
50 to 70 “ . . . . 0
Unknown . . . . . . 8
— 49

Making in the whole, 253, of whom 128 are males and 125
females.*

*Combining the whole, we have the following result, viz, ;-

Whole number, |, . . . . . . . . 253
Families, . . . . . . . . . 54
Mgles, . 128
Females, . . . . 125
Natives, . . . . . . . 837
Foreigners,, ., | e e e 16
Under 5 years of age, . e e 19
From 5 to 10 years of age, . . . . . . 29

10 to 21 u“ . . . . . . . 77

21 to 50 “ . . .o . . . 81

50 to 70 “ . . . . . . . 29
Of 70 and aver, . . . . . . . 7
Unascertained, . . . . . . . . 8
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Twelve of those classed as natives in the first list were born
on the other plantations, but, by the Indian rule, by intermar-
ryving at Gay Head, have acquired all the rights of natives.
‘This rale applies only to such as belong to the other plantations,
and to such as the tribe may think it to their own advantage to
concede the right to. They are very cautious in the cou-
cession of this right, as they are jealous of the influence of
foreigners, having had much trouble with some of those who
have intermarried with their women and settled amongst them.

The surface of Gay IHead is uneven and somewhat hilly, with
a great variety of soil, some of it of excellent quality, affording
fine pasturage for cattle, and this constitutes almost the sole
resource of the tribe for revenue to support their poor. Cattle
are brought hither from other parts of the Vineyard, and from
the main, for pasturage, and the income therefrom is paid into
the public treasury. It amounts to about £225 a year, and is
wholly applied to the relief of the poor. The only other sources
of income, are, from their cranberry bogs and their clay.
These are both public property. The cranberries are not
allowed to be touched till a given day, when, after previous
notice, the picking is to commence. Then, all go to work,
cach one gathering according to his ability, till the crop is
cxhausted, and retaining to his own use and profit, whatever
he may gather. The annual value varies much, according to
the season and the price, ranging probably from one hundred
dollars to three hundred a year.

The clay is the plastic variety, used extensively for making
alum and some other manufacturing purposes, and is found no
where else in New England, except on the Vineyard. When a
vessel comes for a cargo, notice is given, and men, women, and
children over a certain age, all have a right to go and assist in
the loading, and, when the work is complete, cach receives an
equitable share of the pay, according to the time he has labored
and his ability to perform. Formerly, this was a source of
considerable individual revenue, as the amount received for the
clay, when on board, would average somewhat better wages
than could be earned by the people at any other obtainable
employment. But, recently, this source of income has become
almost entirely unproductive. There are beds of clay, of the
same kind, in the adjoining town of Chilmark, the propri-

5
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etors of which are able to deliver it on board vessels, at a
price, which will not yield to the people of Gay Head, ordi-
nary day wages. In consequence of this, they have almost
entirely monopolized the business, and the sales at Gay Head
have nearly ceased.

The land is generally rough, affording abundance of stone for
fencing, and a considerable portion of what is not taken up and
enclosed, or is not-used for pasturage, is grown up to bushes,
which afford convenient summer fuel for common culinary
purposes. Any member of the tribe may take up, fence in, and
improve as much of this land as he pleases, and, when enclosed,
it becomes his own. The benefit to the plantation of having
more land subdued and brought into cultivation, is considered
a fair equivalent for its value in the natural state, and the title
to land, so taken upand enclosed, is never called in question,
How long this state of things may continue, and no difficulty
grow out of it, is not casy to be foreseen, and will depend upon
somo contingency, which shall bring rival interests in collision.
To outsiders it seems strange that such a community should
live together in peace, from generation to generation, holding
real estate in common and in severality, yet without any re-
corded title of that held in severalty, or any written law regu-
lating its transfer or descent. Yet it is no more remarkable
than the whole civil polity of the tribe, by which a commuunity
residing in the State, and nominally of the State, and subject to
its laws, is yet a sort of imperium in imperio, not governed by
the laws to which it is nominally subject, but having its own
independent law, by which all its internal affairs are regulated.
This law is the unwritten Indian traditional law, which, from
its apparently favorable working, is probably as well adapted to
their condition and circumstances as any that can be devised.
At any rate, they adhere to it with great tenacity, and are fear-
ful of any innovations upon it. This, probably, is a prominent
reason of their jealousy of foreigners, and of the rigorous exclu-
sion of them from any foothold on their domain, except when
intermarried with one of the tribe. The rule to “let well
enough alone,” is perhaps the true one to adopt in this case,
and it is believed that no advantage will accrue, cither to the
Indians or the State, by any change or modification of the sys-
tem, till some contingency shall arise that imperiously demands
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it, and then it should be done only with a thorough understand.
ing of the subject in all its bearings and relations, and with a
knowledge of the system and its operation, and of the rights
acquired under it, and of those which will be affected or ac-
quired by a change,—an understanding which no man living
NOW pOSSesses.

The people of Gay Head, like those of the other plantations,
are a mixture of the red, white and black races. They have,
also, an infusion of the blood of the chivalry of the South, as
well as of the Portuguese and Dutch, as might be inferred from
the names of Randolph, Madison, Corsa, Sylvia, and Vander-
hoop being found among them. Nearly all their young men,
heretofore, have gone to sea, and many of them never return ;
some dying at sea, and others finding new homes in distant
lands. The places of these are supplied by others, chicfly
sailors, from abroad, who, getting acquainted with the Gay
Head men at sea, come here, and marry Gay Head women, and
settle here for life. By this continual efllux of native males,
and influx of foreign males, the Indian names have almost
become extinct, and but for two or three families, a list of their
names would never suggest an idea of their aboriginal origin.
The admixture is much like that on the other plantations, with,
perhaps, a less infusion of the African than in some of them. A
few are so strongly marked with the Indian characteristics, as
to induce the belief that they are very nearly of pure blood ;
but there are none so nearly white, as in some of the other
tribes.

The Gay Headers are, in the main, a frugal, industrious, tem-
perate, and moral people; but not without exceptions. In
these respects they have greatly improved within the last thirty
years, and particularly within the last ten or twelve years, so
that, it is believed, they will bear a favorable comparison with
any of the other tribes. They have made great efforts to pro-
mote the cause of temperance and of general morality, in which
the mass of the population have united ; but a few individuals
have stood aloof and thrown their influence against these desir-
able reforms. They are generally kind and considerate toward
each other, and perform their social and relative duties as well
as do the othier people in whose vicinity they reside. It is
a somewhat remarkable fact, that, of less than two lhundred
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persons, who live on the plantation, over sixty, or about one-third
of the whole number, are communicants of the church, and
many of them adorn their Christian profession by the purity of
their lives and conversation.

It has already been stated that Gay Head is a peninsula,
Across the narrow isthmus which conneets it to the main island,
passes the boundary between the Indians and the whites, and a
substantial stone wall is built upon the dividing line, except,
where the road passes, bars are placed, and these have to be re-
moved whenever a carriage crosses the line. Thus surrounded
by the sea, except at this one point of ingress and egress,
situated at a distance from the main or any other land, except
the small island of ** No-man’s-Jand,” about three miles distant,
they are almost isolated from the rest of the world. This com-
parative isolation has both its advantages and its disadvantages.
While it removes them from direct contact with the vices of the
outside community, the concomitants of civilization, it cuts
them off from most of the comforts, conveniences, and enjoy-
ments peculiar to refined society, and a more perfectly developed
social state, It subjects them to Ioss of time, and to expenses
which bear heavily on them, and trench severely on their
limited means. For their blacksmithing and various other
kinds of mechanical work, for their physician, drugs, store sup-
plics, &c., they are compelled to go from seven to fifteen miles,
and every grist of grain that they have ground, must be carried
ten miles to mill, and then, if it eannot be ground at the time,
they must make another Jjourney to get it. This isolation also
deprives them of the opportunities for profitable employment,
and debars them from most of the ordinary means of making
money and acquiring property; so thas most of them are kept
more or less in debt, notwithstanding their frugal habits and
self-deprivations; and many of them find it dificult to procure
money sufficient to supply themselves with sueh things as are
considered absolute necessities in the most humble household.
For want of the necessary capital, they are not in a condition to
bring new land into cultivation, to procure labor-saving ma-
chinery, or {o avail themselves of the improved systems of
husbandry, which prevail elsewhere.

Laboring, as they do, under these diffieulties and discourage-
ments, we could hardly look for much improvement in the
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condition of the tribe. Yet it is an unquestioned fact, that they
have, in reality, made more progress, during the last ten or
twenty. years, than any other tribe in the State. 'l.‘wen.ty
or thirty years since, a considerable portion of them lived in
wigwams. The commissioners under the Resolve of the legis-
lature, passed May 10th, 1848, in their report, dated Fcbruat:y
21, 1849, speaking of this tribe, say: “Generally, they live in
framed houses, perhaps a majority having barns.” ‘A number
of their families live in huls or hovels, some few in squalid
poverty.,” At the present time, they all live in frame or stone
houses, most of them comfortable ones, and every inhabited
house on the plantation kas been built within twenty years past.
These, however, have not been built from their home resources,
but generally at the sacrifice of the hest portion of the men's
lives on the ocean. Nearly every man on the Head has spent a
greater or less portion of his life at sea, usually at whaling.
They commence young, frequently before getting the schooling
necessary for business; and those who are successful, when
they have accumulated enough to build a house, return and
settle down ; while those who are not, usually continue scamen
through life or find a new home abroad. This necessity of
spending so much of their lives at sea, and the casualties con-
tingent thereon, are among the prominent causes why the
population of this and the other tribes is so nearly stationary,
or, in some of them rctrograde.

Some of the evils to which the tribe is subjected, in conse-
quence of the straightened pecuniary condition of most of its
members, present a claim on the State for relief, which good
policy and humanity would seem alike to demand, should not
be ignored. The report of the commissioners in 1849, alrcady
referred to, in speaking of this tribe, says: “ Applications for
assistance from the State are rarely made. For the last six
years only ninety dollars and thirty-seven cents lLave been
appropriated by the State for all purposes. Some years since
an appropriation was made by the State for the crection of a
wind-mill, and the result has been of singuwlar benefit to the
tribe. They are now relioved from the necessity of going to
Chilmark to mill, and thus saved from frequent caxposure to
templations lo intemperance and extravagance.” In a fornado
which swept over the Ilead, a fow years since, the mill was
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totally demolished, and the inhabitants were thus deprived of
a longer enjoyment of the blessing which it had conferred on
them. Having no means of their own for rebuilding it, ang
being unwilling again to ask the State for aid, they have
quictly and patiently submitted to the deprivation, and woulq
not, of their own accord, bring the subject to the notice of tle
legislature.

The people have, in former times, suffered so much from out-
ward interference in their affairs, that they have become very
fearful of it, and for that reason are always indisposed to make
any want known to the legislature, lest it should be made the
occasion of such interference as would be unwelcome to them.
During the whole intercourse of the Commissioner with them,
no suggestion was made by any individual of a desire for an
appropriation of any kind for their benefit ; and when, after
their great need of a mill had been pressed upon his attention
fronr other quarters, he inquired of one their leading men con-
cerning it, he mildly replied that a mill would indeed be a great
benefit to them, and was very desirable, but they did not think
of asking the State for one.

Another most urgent need is of suitable and sufficient books
and stationery for the children at sehool. These cannot be had
without ready money, and a large portion of the residents find
it as much as they can do, to provide clothing such as will make
their children appear decent at school, and it is believed that
much of the benefit which might be derived from the schooling
is lost, for the want of such books and stationery as are neces-
sary for the use of the scholars. This waste of time and loss
of opportunity for education, should not be permitted by the
State, to onc of the most unfortunate classes of her population.
In view of the improvement they have made, under such
adverse circumstances, and of the disposition they have mani-
fested for bettering their condition, it is but reasonable to
believe, that the proposed assistance would afford at once an
opportunity and a stimulus for further progress in the right
direction.

Such improvements have been made, of late years, in the
construction hoth of wind-mills and of mills for grinding grain,
as to make both better adapted to sueh a case as the present,
and it is believed that an appropriation of dollars
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would purchase those of sufficient size, to ercct 2 suitable build-
ing for their accommodation, and to put them in operation.
And it is believed that an appropriation of filty dollars per
annum, to be applied to the purchase of school-books, stationery,
and apparatus, for the school at Gay Head, would mect the
nocessities of the case. Such appropriations would, unques-
tionably be most gratefully received, and the backwardness of
the Indians to ask for them, is an argument in their favor,
rather than against them. Of all the noble charitics of the State,
by which suffering is removed or alleviated, or by which the
condition of the unfortunate is improved, none, it is believed,
present stronger claims on the representatives of an enlightened
people, or will yield a more adequate return, according to the
amount cxpended, than those now recommended ; and the
Commissioner cannot but express the most earnest hope for the
success of the recommendation.

The inhabitants of Gay Head, like all others in the State,
whose legal condition as Indians is recognized, are the involun-
tary wards of tho State. It has taken their property into its
own keeping, so far as any transfer of it is concerncd—they can
make no sale of their land or improvements to any but other
members of the tribe, and as all of them have as much or more
than they have means of improving, there are no purchasers.
They can make no contract that is binding in law, and can
neither sue nor be sued in the courts. They are therefore tied
to the plantation by the act of the State, with all its disadvan-
tages and their own disabilities, or if they leave it, it must be
at tho sacrifice and loss of the incomo of all their rights there.
Such is the legal relation of the indviduals of the tribe to the
State. That of the tribe, as a tribe, is thus spoken of by the
commissioners in 1849.

« The legal condition of this tribe is singularly anomalous.
By the Act of June 25, 1811, the governor was authorized to
appoint ¢ three proper persons to be guardians to the Indian,
mulatto, and negro proprietors of Gay Head, which guardians,
in addition to the usual powers given to guardians in such
cases, were empowered to take into their possession, the lands
of said Indians, &c., and allot to the several Indians, &c., such
purt of said lands as should be sufficient for their improvement,
from time to time; and the Act further provides for the discon-
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tinuance or removal of the guardians, at the discretion of the
governor and council. Under this Act three guardians were
appointed, and in 1814, a new appointment was made ; since
that time, no new appointment has been made. The Indians
became dissatisfied with their guardians, who resigned, and the
guardianship has disappeared. The Act of 1828 provided, that
whenever the Indians and people of color of Gay Head, shall by
a vote in town meeting, accept this Act, and shall transmit to
his excellency the governor, an attested copy of said vote, then
his excelleney may authorize said guardian to act as guardian,
&c., at Gay Head, and may upon their request, appoint suitable
persons to divide their lands. The Indians, cherishing no very
favorable recollections of the guardian-system, lave mnever
accepted the Act. For about thirty years they have been with-
out any guardian, and the division of their lands, and indeed the
whole arrangement of their affairs, except of the school-money,
have been left to themselves.”

To this day they never have accepted the Act, and probably
never will. ITad they accepted it, they would have been placed
in the relation of minor ¢hildren, under 14 years of age, who
have not the right to choose their own gnardian.  As it is, they
are the direct wards of the State, without the intervention of a
guardian, and as such it would seem that the State is bound to
protect them in all their interests with paternal solicitude.

The provision for the appointment of a guardian was not the
only objectionable feature of the Act of 1828. The guardian
was cempowered “to punish, by fine not exceeding twenty
dollars, or by solitary imprisonment not exceeding twenty days,
any trespasses, batteries, larcenies under five dollars, gross
lewdness and lascivious behavior, and disorderly and riotous
conduct, and for the sale of spirituous liquors within the terri-
tory, or on the lands of said Indians and people of color; and
said guardian or other justice of the peace may issue his war-
rant dirccted to the constable of said Indians and people of
color, or other proper officer, to arrest and bring before him,
any offender against the provisions of this Act; and after judg-
ment, he may order execution to be done by said constable or
other proper officer ; and if said guardian or other justice of the
peace shall adjudge any offender to solitary imprisonment, such
offender shall not during the term of said imprisonment be visited
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by, or alivwed to speak wilh any person other than the jailer, or
said guardian or justice of the peace, or such other person as
said guardian or justice of the peace shall specially authorize
thereto ; nor shall such offender be allowed any food cr drink
other than coarse bread and water, unless sickness shall, in the
opinion of a physician, render other sustenance necessary.”’
With such a provision in the Act, making a discrimination so
odious and unjust, between themselves and other prisoners, the
Indians would have been greatly wanting in self-respect had they
accepted it. It isa provision disgraceful to the statuic hook of
the State, and discreditable to the civilization of the age. Yet
two tribes, the Chappequiddick and the Christiantown, werc
made subject to the provisions of this law, without the power
to accept or reject it, and are governed by it to this day.

The municipal organization consists, mainly, of three over
seers, a clerk, treasurer, school committee, and committee on
public lands, and by these their municipal affairs are regulated
and managed. The school committee performs the duties inci-
dent to such committees in the towns, and those of prudential
committee also. The school is kept, usually, about seven months
in the year, and is well attended, but its value is greatly impaired
by the inability of the parents to procurc suitable books, sta-
tionery, &c., as already spoken of. The same want was noticed
by the former commissioners, in their report in 1849.  May we
not hope it will soon be remedied.”

The religious organization, here, is that of a Baptist church,
belonging to the Barnstable Association, to which it sends
delegates. The socicty for propagating the gospel among the
Indians contributes, annually, two hundred dollars for the
support of the ministry, and the inhabitants contribute, in labor

© During my visits to Gay Head and my correspondence with members of
the tribe, the only appropriation of money for their benefit that was suygested
by any one of them, or about which they appeared to be particularly solicitous,
was one to enable them to secure the services of a minister a greater portion
of the time than they arc now able to have one. They seemed to consider
the want of this as their greatest deprivation. It is to be hoped that some
missionary or other religious association, especially of the denomination to
which this tribe is attached, may extend to them the desired aid.  They could
hardly find a mere promising missionary ficld according to the expenditure
required.

6
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and otherwise, about seventy dollars more, for the same purpose,
They have, also, a very comfortable parsonage, which is occu-
pied by the minister, when they have one. When they have
none, they hold frequent meetings, at which they exliort and
pray. They appreciate and improve their religious privileges,
and manifest a regard for their religious duties and a sincerity
in the performance of them, more general than has been
observed in any other tribe.

The support of the poor, at Gay Head, is a very scvere tax
upon the people, absorbing the entire revenue of the public
lands, which is the largest, best, and most valuable portion of
the property of the tribe, including that belonging to individuals
as well as to the public. There are four paupers at the present
time, for the support of one of whom, alone, about two thou-
sand five hundred dollars has been paid. One of the others is
a foreigner, toward whose support the State pays fifty-two dol-
lars per annum. Another of them is partially insane, and has
been in the insane hospital at Taunton, but has been removed
to the almshouse at Bridgewater. Others receive partial and
occasional relicf, as their condition and circumstances require.

It secms fortunate, in cvery point of view, that the Act of
1828 was not accepted by the tribe. That Act made provision
for the division of the public lands, a measure which has proved
disastrous to the intercsts of the Marshpee tribe, and which
would, unquestionably, have proved equally injurious, had it
been carried out at Gay Head. It would have taken from the
tribe its only source of public revenue that can be permanently
relied upon, while a considerable number of those to whom it
would have been distributed, never would have realized from
the land, the means of paying their proportions of the support
of the poor and other public expenses. The effect of it would
also have been, probably, to concentrate in a few families,
nearly all of this domain. In the natural course of things,
some families multiply rapidly, while others remain stationary,
or run out, and become extinct. This has been remarkably
the case among the Indians, and we find, on the one hand,
single families, the sole representatives of numerous families, a
few generations back, and on the other, where one family, a
hundred years since, has now numerous families of descendants,
so that, while in one case the patrimony of numerous families
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would be concentrated in one, in the other, that of only one
family would be subdivided among many. An inequality would
also grow up, as it does in other communities, in consequence
of the greater shrewdness and business capacity which some
individuals possess over their associates.

As this question of the division of the lands has been, more
than once, agitated, and may bo again, it may not be amiss to
inquire, why a division should be made. What is to be gained
by it? The legal condition of the inhabitants should be con-
sidered. The State has declared them incompetent to take care
of their own, to be mere children—of a larger growth, it is true
—but incapable even of choosing their own guardian. It has,
in conjunction with the popular opinion which rules with the
law-making power, placed them in such a position and sur-
rounded them with such circumstances, that the process of
development, which shall qualify them to take their position as
citizens, in the general community, with all the responsibilities
and liabilities of that state, must necessarily be a slow one,
requiring much time. Till the time arrives when that may
safely be done, it is not perceived what better arrangement
could well be made, in relation to the territory of the tribe than
the one which now exists. If any man wishes for more land
than hie has, he has only to go upon the public domain and
select what he wants, wherever he chooses, and fence it in, and
it then becomes his own. If he will not do so much as this,
for the sake of the land he wants, why should he have it?
And, if he cannot do this, what would he do with a still larger
tract, in case of division, which could be enjoyed in severalty,
only by being fenced off? By the prescut system every young
man, whenever he becomes of age, or whenever lie is in a situ-
ation to need land, may take it up and occupy it. Thus an
equality of rights and of possessions is kept up, which is most
desirable in such a community as this. Dut let the public
domuin be divided, and the sources of public revenue be dried
up, the land having, a portion of it, passed into the hands of
the improvident and thriftless, and more still, perhaps, into the
hands of those who would prefer living abroad, and thus avoid-
ing the public burdens, and it would not be long before the
State would be obliged to provide for the poor, or the burden
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of it would fall with great severity on a small portion of the
tribe.

All the reasons against a division of the territory apply with
still greater force against changing the present relations of the
tribe toward the State, and making them citizens. Indeed, if
there has been a time, when that experiment should not be
made, it would scem to be the present, so far as this tribe s
concerned. They have been so long accustomed to a state of
pupilage, that they are not prepared for the change ; yet the
steady progress that they have made for twenty years past,
gives the encouraging hope, that, with the fostering care and
encouragement of the State, the time may not be very remote,
when the initiatory steps may be taken, for consummating that
change. At any rate, while they aro improving, there can be
no reason for a change, unless they desire it, as it would, very
certainly, involve them in difficulties and embarrassments, and
bring additional burdens on the State. At the time of the pub-
lic hearing, the expression of opinion was strong and decided
against a change, all the most intelligent and respectable portion
of the residents concurring therein, and it was understood that
none desired a change, except a very few, whose bad character
and vicious habits have rendered them a nuisance to the place.
I may add, that all the fricnds of the Indians, and all those
who are best acquainted with the circumstances of the case, so
far as I could leurn, most decidedly concur in the belief that
the present relations of the tribe to the rest of the community,
and to the State, should remain unchanged. The prejudices of
color and caste, and the fears of the burdens it might impose,
would much embarrass any attempt, at present to incorporate
them into the general community. The Commissioner was
assured by municipal officers of the town of Chilmark, that, if
they were made citizens, and the territory should be annexed
to that town, the voters would, at once, surrender their town
charter.

Believing that no essential change should be made, at present,
in the external relations or internal polity of this tribe, and
that too much rather than too little legislation on their behalf
is to be deprecated, there are, nevertheless, somme points on
which the interposition of the legislature seems to be required.
The Indian traditional law, so far, has worked welly and seems
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adapted to the condition and wants of the tribe, but its success
has resulted from 2 general acquiescence in its administration,
there being no legal authority by which its provisions may be
enforced, or its results puarantied. The rights, therefore, which
have been acquired under it, from generation 10 gencration, are
insecure ; and, whenever disputes shall arise, which lead to
litigation, or whenever disaffected or unprincipled individuals
may be disposed to take advantage of this anomalous state of
things, for their own benefit, or for the injury of others, much
difficulty and embarrassment may cnsue, with possibly great
wrong to innocent and deserving parties. The sanction of the
law ought, therefore, to be, at once, extended to the rights thus
obtained in good faith. Another case for legislation, is, the
extension of the sanction and authority of law to the school of
the plantation. At present, the school commitice are without
legal authority, with no power to punish or exclude contuma-
cious or rebellions scholars, and thus parents disposed to make
difficulty have the opportunity, if they choose to take advantage
of it, greatly to mar the usefulness of the school, if not even 10
preak it up. TFor this evil an adequate remedy should be
applied.

Complaint was made to the commissioners, ol behalf of the
tribe, in 1849, but not in season to be ambodied in their main
report, of an evil which still exists, and for which they think
they are entitled to relief at the hands of the legislature. A
young woman of the tribe, for instance, gOCS to service at New
Bedford, or Boston, or some other town, and while there marries
an inhabitant of that or another town, of whieh he is a citizen
‘and voter, having a legal settlement therein,  After a lapse of
years, the husband dies, and then the widow, with a family of
children, returns to Gay Head and claims support for hersell
and family of foreign children. Queh cases, it is alleged, have
frequently occurred, imposing an onerous, and, as they think,
an unjust burden upon the tribe. They think that they ought
to be relieved from the support of those, who voluntarily leave
the tribe and acquire howes elsewhere, or, at least, that a time
should be fixed, beyond which they cannot return and claim
support ; and that, where the husband has a settlement abroad
ihe wife should follow that setilement and not be allowed, ever,
after marriage, to claim support of the tribe. It may be added,
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that any legislation on the subject, should apply, as well to
other cases of voluntary withdrawing from the tribe, as to that
of women marrying abroad. Cases have occurred of a young
man's leaving and spending his whole remaining life away, and,
after death, his children and grandehildren would return to
the place for support.

The registration of marriages, births, and deaths, ought to be
provided for. Had there been one heretofore kept in the
several tribes, such as is now required in the several towns, it
would have saved your Commissioner wecks of labor in his
investigations and enabled him to ascertain some facts of conse-
quence which he has been unable to determine. In case of the
enactment of a law, legalizing the present proprietorship of
lands in severalty, and regulating the division and descent, it
would add to the necessity of extending the law of registration
to this tribe.

The tabular list accompanying this Report, shows the present
population of the tribe, as near as it could be ascertained,
distingnished and classified as required by the law establishing
the commission. It will be seen, that the quantity of land,
held in severalty averages but little to a family, and that the
number of cattle isalsosmall. Some of the inhabitants hesitated
about giving an account of their stock as they owed for much
of it, and in some cases it is but nominally theirs, the persons of
whom it was obtained holding a lien upon it for its value.
Few individuals have personal property beyond the amount of
their indebtedness, more than is exempted from attachment to
poor debtors, by the laws of the State.

The Commissioner avails himself of this opportunity of
acknowledging his obligations to Capt. Flanders, superintendent
of the light-house at Gay Head, for his attentions and aid in
procuring the statistics of the tribe. And, more particularly,
are his acknowledgments due to Hon. Leavitt Thaxter, for the
ready, prompt, and cheerful aid, which, from first to last, he
has rendered in conducting the investigation—an aid which his
long and intimate knowledge of the Indians and their interests
peculiarly qualified him to give, and which no other man could
have given. To this tribe in particular, and, nearly in the
same degree, to all the other Tndians of Dukes County, he has
been a long and steadfast friend, watehing over their interests
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with even paternal solicitude, counselling them in their need,
adjusting disputes between them and their white neighbors, and
between each other, with many other acts of kindness of various
kinds, for all which, he has constantly refused any compensation
from them. This unselfish kindness has endeared him to them,
and won their entire confidence, so that he has an influence
with them that none other can possess, and, when he is gone
his memory will be cherished as a benefactor, and none, it is
feared, will be left to fill the place vacated by him.

Since my Report was completed, I have ascertained that the
annual grant of sixty dollars to the Gay Head school for five
years, expired in 1859, and, believing that the reasons which
prompted its first appropriation have acquired increased force,
and will commend themselves to the legislature, 1 have reported
a resolve for extending the grant for another term of ten years.

MARSHPEE TRIBE.

The District of Marshpee, the residence of the largest distinct
body of the descendants of the Indians, now remaining in the
State, is situated on Cape Cod, in the westerly part of Barns-
table County, and is bounded on the north by Sandwich and
Barnstable, on the east by Barnstable, on the west by Fal
mouth, and on the south by the waters of the Vineyard Sound.
The whole number of the tribe, so far as is ascertained, is 403,

Families, . . . . . . . 93
Males .. . . . 186
Females, . . . . . .. . 216
Unknown, . . . . . . . 1
Natives, . . . . . . . 3N
Forcigners, . . . R
Under 5 years of age, . . . . . 50
From 5 to 10 years of age, . . . . 44

“ 10 to 21 years of age, . .. . 07

¢« 21to50 yearsof age, . . . . 146

“ 50 t070 yearsof age, . . . . 46
Of T0 and over, . 20

- .
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