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1817.) Visit fo the Elimabeth Islands. 814

Visit to the Elixabeth Islands.

[A party of Eentlemen lately visited the old colony and the
Elizabeth “islands. The following letter, giving an account of
their journey, may amuse some of our readers. ] .

DEAR —, Bosion, 2 Mug. 1817,

I promiscd to relate to you the incidents of my ride 5 and it
is my firat occupation to addresa you, ¢ to tell of all I felt and
all I saw,’ or rather of all that I remember; for I did not
ges and feel so little in a weck, as to promise that I will re.
collect it all in a day.

Monday the 21st of July we left Boston for New Bedford.
Near the road side in Abington we observed a remarkable
tree, one of the ancient boundaries of the Plymouth Colony,
whose inhabitants, after an union of more than a century
with Massachusetts Bay, are still proud of their former in-
dependence, and of the superiour antiquity of their settlement.
We were told that the road, on which we travelled, passed
through the most fertile part of the Colony, The vegetation
was certainly more forward than in the immediate vicinity of
RBoston. The rye was abundant, and in many fields ripe for
harvest. Insome,the reapers were actually employed. The
Indian cern was backward and unpromising. The sides of
the road were, during the first part of our ride, covered with
roses in full bloom, and through the whole of it decorated
with the red lily. In the town of Middleborough, thirty
eight miles from Boston, we stopped a few moments on the
banks of Assawampset pond, & lake six milea in length and
three in breadth, whose deep coves, and bold and oxtensive
promontories, present many beautiful scenes, agreeably diver-
sified by wildness and cultivation. It is very shallow and its
bottom consists of bog iron ore, which has been an article of
commerce ever since its discovery in 1747. 'The lake i3 owned
in 70 undivided shares by the assignoes of the original settlers
of the town. Any person may dig the ore, which is sold on
the banks of the lake at from four to seven dollars per ton,
according to its quality. The purchaser pays the further
sum of one dollar per ton to the proprietors, and the ore is then
smelted, and cast into hollow ware in this and the neighbour-
ing towns. The quantity now dug bere is much less than for-
mcrly, hardly exceeding one hundred tons & year. We rode

http://cdl library.comell.edu/cgi-bin/moa/pageviewsB &pll=moa&root=%2Fmoa%2Fnora... 11/24/2008
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two miles along the western bank of this lake, and before we
quitted it, saw on our, right Long Pond, which in one place
approaches so near it as to leave only a passage for the road
between them.

On Assawampaet was committed the murder of Sausaman,
the immediate occasion of the war between our ancestors and
King Philip, professedly a war of extermination, in which
the two parties, struggling for existence, displayed a foresight
and sagacity in planning their military enterprises, and a
rapidity, fearlesaness, and pergeverance in executing them,
which render that age one of the most interesting periods of
our history ; though the occasinnal acts of perfidy and atroc-
ity committed on both sides make it one of the least honour-
able,

Now step forward again about a bundred and forty years
from those scenes of blnod, enter with us the peaceful dwel.
lings of the Quakers of New Bedford, and say if humanity

*+  has not gained by the exchange. This town of New Bed-
ford, where we arrived on Monday evening, and were de-
tained by rain during the whole of Tuesday, is finely situat-
¢d on a gentle acclivity, rising from the western bank of the
Acushinet, and commands a perfect view of the town of Fair-
baven and the hamlet of Oxford, which occupy lower and
more level ground on the otherside of the river. It cuntains
about two thousand five hundred irhabitants, a large portion
of themn Friends. The remainder is divided into two societies
of baptists and two of cangregationalists. It contains also an
academy for the instruction of both sexes, possessing a libra-
ry of cight hundred volumes, the gift of Samuel Elam Esq.
and a philosophical apparatus ;—a charity school for the ed-
ucation of cighty two children, supported and superintended
by young ladies ;~—~a museum belonging to a saciety of gen-
tlemen ; and a social library. Many of the inhabitants are
engaged in the whale fishery, and they wisely retain among
themsclves the profits of manufacturing, as well as of collect.
ing the spermaceti. - The plunder of the whalcs, pursued and
deatroyed in the Pacifick occan, never quita their hands til) it
has gone through the whole process, which fits it for use, and
is preparcd to illuminate the ball reom.

At seven o’clock on Wednesday morning we lift New Bed-
ford in a sloop, descended ¢ that stately sound,” Buzzard's bay,
and anchaored near the westernmost of the Elizabeth islands ;

http://cdl library.cornell edu/cgi-bin/moa/pagevievgB €plI=moa&root=%2Fmoa%2Fnora... 11/24/2008
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the first spot in New England occupied by Europeans, and
the only one inhabited by them in the glorious days of Queen
Bess.

In 1602, Bartholomew Gosneld and thirty one others left
England in a small bark to seek their fortunes in America,
Believing that the common route by the Canary islands was
unnecessarily circuitous, Gosnold steered directly west, and on
the fourteenth of May, after a passage of seven weeks, came
within sight of the coast of Massachusetts bay, He didnot ~
laud here, but sailing alang the shure toward the south, pass-
ed Cape Cod, to which he gave the name it now bears, from
the number of cod fish, that he caught there, Standing out
to soa to avoid the Pollock rip, he overshot in the night the
eastern entrance of the Yineyard sound, and afterwards, re-
tnrning toward the land, coasted along the southern shore of
the island now called Martha’s Vineyard, suppusing it a part
of the main. Mo Noman’s Land he gave the name of Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, which has becn since transferred, by some
strange accident, to the larger islund in its vicinity, After
doubling a high ledge of rocks running a mile into the sea, he
smchored in a cove of the island near them ; naming it Eliz-
abeth island in honour of the Queen. This island, pessessing
a very lertile soil, was then covered with trees aud uninhab-
ited. In the western part of it they found a pond of fresh
water twa iniles in circumference, separated from the sea on
one side by a narrow beach ; andin this pond a ¢ rocky islet,’
of about one acre, on which they determined to fix their res-
idence. A part of the company remained there three weeks,
accupied in throwing up a fort, digging and stoning a cel-
lar, and builling a dwelling house ; while the rest explored
“the neighbouring continent and procured. a cargo of sasaafrag )
and skins, It was intended that twenty of their number
should remain in their. new habitation, and that the others
should return to England to sell their cargo, and procure the
means of establishing a permanent colony. Some difficulties
however were occasioned by a dispute about the mode of di-
viding the profits of the voyage; and soon afterwards the
discovery that they had not provisions enough to victual hoth
the fort and the vessel, and an attack on one of their boats by
the natives, who had previously appeared friendly to them,
completely discouraged them, and induced them to abandon
the enterprise, and sct sail for England on the cighteenth of
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Juge, thres weeks after their first occupation of the island,
Dr. Belknap takes some pains to justify them for relinquish-
ing their project a0 soon, by dwelling on the imprudence of
remaining without the means of defence of of subsistence ; but
it seems to me that they need no justification, ‘They were
under no obligation to remain ; they had voluntarily uunder-
taken an expedition for profit, and had a right to abandon it
a8 soon as they were weary of the enterprise.

The name of Elizabeth was afterwards given to the whole
group of islands in Buzzard's Bay, and it seems to have
been doubted which of them was occapied by Gosnold, till
Dr. Belkunap, visitiog them in 1797, found the most westerly
to agree perfectly with the description given of their resi-
dence by the adventarers ; and even thought that he discav-
ered the remains of their cellar. Some young gentlemen of
New Bedford had since visited the spot without finding these
remains ; and it was one object of our journey to mscertain
whether any such existad. Having landed on the eastern
shore of the Island, and walked across it, we found at the
other extremity a long, triangular pond, almost in the shape
of a powder-horn, with its base near the western side of the
Island, and its point directed toward the north. Its banks
on the west and south are high; on the narth it is separated
from the sea by a curving beach not thirty yards wide, acrass
which we dragged our boat and launched it into the fresh
svater of the pond. Icall it jresh only because it is not
stlt, for it is too brackish even for the palate of a Bosto-
nian, In the western end of the pond is a high islet, sur-
rounded by a rocky margin and covered with a very rich soil,
in which were growing the wild goosberry, the grape, elder,
mallows, primrose, eglantine, yarrow, sumach, wild parsnip,
beach plum, wild cherry, wild pea, Solomon’s seal, the con-
volvulus, thoroughwort, and red clover. The stump of a red
cedar stood near the ghore, and we brought home a piece of
it as a remembrancer of our expedition. On the northern
bank of the islet about ten yards from the water, we found a
swall excavation overgrowa with bushes and grass, on ono
side of which were three large stones in a row at the distance
of threefeet from cach other, having under them other stones
of the samo size lying in the same direction. Betwocen these
were smaller stoncs, which appeared by their form and
simoothness to have been taken from the beach. In another
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slight excavation twenty eight yards south of the former near
the centre and highest part of the islet, were similar stones,
but very few in number, and not dispesed in any apparent or-
der. Ondigging in other parts of the islet, we found none
of the same kind. We conjectured that the first excavation
was all that remained of Gusnold’s cellar, and the latier a
part of the trench dug for the purpose of furming the fort.
There can be no doubt that this was the place of his resi-
dence, for there is no other pond containing an islet in any
one of the Elizabeth Islands. Every feature of the scene re.
minded us of the narrative of it3 discoverers. The trees in«
decd have fallen and left no trace of their existence, except the
term Copicut, shady, the appellation of a lofty promontory,
extending from the centre of the island toward the north;
but the soil is still fertite, the beach, the lake, the islet ars
unaltered, and are rendered by their natural beauties, no less
than by the recollections, with which they are associated,
well worthy of the attention of a poet; and the gigantick rocks
near the western coast of the island, against which the waves
dash with the fuam, and the fury, and the deafening noisc of
acataract, would form as grand a pictare in an epick poem, as
Acroccraunia or Charybdis. Bat their names ——.  These
rocks are the sow and pigs ;—the blooming islet is Quawck
Island ; the beautiful lake and the island, which containg
it, are styled Poocutohhunkunnoh island and pond, which is
sometimes clegantly abbreviated into Cuftyhunk, What
words for the lips of the muses '—=The delicate ears of some
of our party could not endure them, and we therefore gave
to the pond and islet the name of thelr discoverer, Gosnold,
and softened down the Indian appellation of the princlpal isl-
and into Cufioona, which you and other poets are expected
always to empluy hereafter, except in those. cases, where it
may be necessary for the sake of the rhyme, to make use of
Quawck, Poocufohhunkunnoh, and Cuflyhunk,

We dined on Gosnold’s Islet. On the beach which sepa-
rates his pond from the ocean, we found the murex caniculae
tus, a shell confounded by tho inhabitants of this part of the
Commonwealth with the murex carica, under the common
name of perriwinkle, which properly belongs to neither. The
istand of Cuttoona contains about 516 acres,and has two houses
on its eastern end, occupied by three families, who hire the

island for 250 dollars per annum, and kesp on it 16 cows and
ano Vc NO- 3- ‘1‘!
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500 sheep. We re-embarked in the afterncon, and with a
fair wind and favourable tide,coasted along the northern shore
of Nashawenna, and passed through Quicks’ holq letween
that island and Pasque Island to Tarpaulin Cove, a fine har-
hour on the south side of Nashaun, where we slept. A light.
house 32 (cet high, built of granite found in the island, is just
crected on the point of Jand furming the suuthwesteru side of
the barbour.

The next day, Thursday, we set sail for Gay Head, the
northwestern oxtremity of Martha’s Vineyard, It was call.
cd by Gosnold Dover Cliff, and owes its present name to tho
singular beauty of its appearance, when seen from the shore.
In that direction it presents to the eye a perpendicular cliff
150 fect high, principally composed of white and blue clay,
in which are irregularly interspersed vast beds of red and yel-
low ochre, and of a black substance, which has been thought
to indicate the existence of coal in its vicinity. Excavations
have been made to the depth of 80 feet, in the hope of obtain-
ing that valuable mineral, without success. The achres are
of a very bad quality, The white clay is the only useful ma-
terial found here, and is sold by the Indiaus deliverabis on
board vessels for three dollars and a half, and in the cliff for
one dollar per ton. The black part of the cliff scems to con-
sist of decayed vegetable matter, and abounds with pyvrites
and with long, slender crystals of gypsum, called by the in-
habitants Maushop’s needles.  On the edge of the cliff is the
Devil’s Den, a vast and decp basin, one side of which appears
to have been washed away by the sea. Its form has induced
some persons to consider it as the crater of an extinct volca--
no, but we saw no volcanick appearances near it. It was
once the dwelling of Maushop. According to the tradition
of the Indians, when their ancestors first came {rom the west
to this island, they found it occupied by Maushap, a henevo-
lent but capricious being, of gizgantick frame and supernatur-
al power, His daily food was broiled whales, and he threw
many of them. on the ¢oast for tho support of his Indian
neighbours. At last, weary of the world, he sent his sons and
daughter to play at ball, and while they were engaged in
their sport, drcw lis toe across the beach, on which they
were, and separated it from the island. The returning tide
rising over it, the brothers crowded round their sister, care.
less of their own danger 3 and while sinking themsclves, were
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only anxious to keep her head above the waves. Maushap
commended their fraternal affection, bade them always love
and protect their sister, and preserved their livea by convert.
ing them into whale killers, a sort of grampus, whose de-
scendante still delight to sport about the ancient dwelling of
their great progenitor. The giant then hurled his wife Sa-
couct into the air, and plunging himsell beneath the waves,
disappeared forever. Saconctfell on the promontory of Rhode
Jsland, which now bears her name, and long lived there, cx-
acting tribute from all passengers. At length she was con-
verted into stone, still however retaining ber former shape,
till the whitc men, mistaking her probably for an idol, lop-
ped off both her arms ; but her mutilated form remains to
thia day on the spot where she fell, and affords lasting and
unimpeachable evidence of the truth of the tradition.

The west end of Martha’s YVineyard containing 3000 acres
of the best land in the island, and including Gay Head, is
rescrved for the Indinns established at this place and their
descendants. The whole number of proprietors is said to be
2503 only 150 reside here at present. The land is undivid-
et ; but each man cultivates as much as he pleases, and no
one intrudes on the spot, which another has appropriated by
his labour. They have nat the power of alienating their
lands, being considered a8 perpetual children, and their prop-
erty committed to the care of guardians appointed by the
government of Massachusetts, ‘Lhese guardians let a part
of the territory to whites, and appropriate the income to the
support of the Indians. Intermarriages between the mem.
bers of this tribe and negroes are so common, that there now
exist very few of pure Indian descent. One of these few we
had the pleasure of seeing, when, tempted by curiosity, we
had ¢ntered her miserable dwelling. It did not require a
very powerful imngination to convert her into another Meg
Merrilies, Her conntenance bore the traces of extreme age,
but her form, though slender, was erect, her voice irm, and
her remarks shrewd and pertinent. 'The muscles of her face
possessed a calmness and immobility, which seemed to prove
that nothing agitated her feelings, while the quickness of her
eye denoted that nothing escaped her observation. This
casat of countenance, and the character it expresses, are not
however peculiarities of the individual ; they distinguish the
whotle race.
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The Indians of Gay Head have latety sent a memorial to
the.General Court, stating their grievances, and a committes
has been appointed to examine into the ground of their com-
plaints. Idlencss is undoubtedly tho great evil that afflicts
them, Can it be remedied 2 We should not be discouraged
becauso the efforts hitherto made for the improvement of
their characters have been ineffectual 5 for it is not certain
that they have been properly divected. Schools have been
occasionally established among them to teach them reading
and writing, arts of which they know not the value. Mis-
sionaries are constantly employed to preach the gospel to
them. »But beings so indifferent to their fate that they will
not make provision cven for to day, cannot be expected to
take much pains ‘to prepare for futurity., They need some
strong and direct excitement to rause them from their torpor.
It has been proposed to give them the power of alienating
their property, which would scon be squandered. They
would then be compelled to toil for a subsistence ; and habits
of industry enca acquired might last longer than the necessi-
ty, in which they originated. Nor would there be any cru-
elty in thus permitting them to waste their property, -if it
were certain that the experiment would suceceed. Could
they obtain industrions habits in exchange for their lands, it
would be 2 profitable bargain to them, as well as to the com-
munity. But it may be said, and I fear too truly, that the
present generation, palsied by inveterate indolence and ig-
norant of any occupation capable of affording them immedi-
ate subsistence, would sink in despondency, aud find it easi-
er to dic than to labour, Is there however no hope for their
children? Might they not be collocted in one seminary, where
they should be taught the mechanick arts, and incited to ex-
ertion by emulation, the hope of reward, and the fear of
punishment; and when their education should be completed,
instead of being left here to be corrupted Ly their predeces-
aors, sent forth to make their own way in the world? The
Indians are not incapable of serving themselves and the pub-
lick. Many of them are omployed in the whaling vessels of
New Bediord, and arc distinguished by their activity and ex-
pertness.  Such a project would indeed lLe expensive, but
might ultimately prove less so than the present mude of pro-
viding for their support. 'We ought not to despise them be-
cause they are ignorant and degraded ; for perhaps thoy are
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ignorant and degraded. only becausc they have already been
so much despised. There 18 no school now at Gay Head.

‘Wa returned to pass another night at Tarpaulin cove, where.
we found excellent accommaodations. KEarly on Friday
morning our party set forward in a waggon, on horseback,
and on foot for the northeastern end of Nashaun. This isl.
and iy seven and a half miles long ; and one and three quare
ters broad. It contains about two thousand sheep, and is in
high repute for the excellence of ita butter and cheesec.
While all the Elizabeth islands west of it have been stripped
of their woods. the trees here, consisting of beech, pine, oak,
and hickory, have been carefully preserved, and afford shelter
to a hundred deer, one of which bounded across our path at
a little distance before us. OQur conductor was a lively and
intelligent young farmer, who has the superintendence of the
island, and resides at its northcrn extremity. We were
qoite pleased with the neatness and simplicity of his house ;
but imagine my surprise, on taking up a book, to find that
it was the Fables of Lafontaine, which opened of itself ut that
exquisite, inimitable tale ¢Les deux pigeons.” 'This was
something romantick, and we began {o look about us for a
goddess in disguise. But on inquiry we found the gober
fact ta be, that our young farmer was a Frenchman, who had
left his country at the age of fourtcen, and acquired our lan-
guage so perfectly, that even when acquainted with his ori-
gin, we could not detect the alightest foreign accent. After
dinner we left Nashaun delighted with every thing that we
had seen there. The Elizabeth Islands are part of Chil-
mark, a town on Martha’s Vineyard ;—their names are Cut-
tyhunk, Penaquese, Gull, Nashawenna, Pesque, Nashaun,
Onkatomka, Nannamisset, the two Ram islands, and the
three Wepeckets, They are generally stocked with sheep,
the average weight of whose fleeces is full three pounds.
Those brought from the main are far less likely to live here
than those born on the islands themselves.

In the boat, which conveyed us from Nashaun to Falmouth,
we observed the words ¢ O navis qui tibi creditum &c.” writ-
ten by the pencil of our friend Dr. B——, who had been on
Nasghaun four days before us, and knew that we should fol.
Iow bim. As our party consisted of seven, I considered my-
sclf entitled to a scventh part of the compliment, and was
prond of my portion ; but would have resigned it willingly
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for the pleasnre of his company. We sailed by Onkatomka,
where one thousand five hundred bushels of salt are annually
made by cvaporation from sea water. 'I'he overseer receives,
as a compensation for the whole labour, one fifth part of the
produce. At Falmouth forty thousand bushels are made,
valued at fifty cents a bushel. From the water remaining
after this process they make Glauber’s salts, worth two cents
a pound, at an expense not exceeding that previously incur-
red by extracting the common sait. The fuel requisite for
this parpose costs nothing more than the labour of cutting it
From Falmouth an excellent road led us to Sandwich, which
we reached on Friday evening.

Saturday marming, after catching a mess of trout for
dinner, we visited the ruined ccllar of the sachem of Mon-
uinet, the neighbourhoeod of which was the scene of an in-
teresting adventare in the life of Captain Standish. We al-
80 looked at the ground, through which it has been propesed
to cut a canal seven miles long, connecting Buzzar¥’s bay
with that of Barnstable. It is said that their waters do not
stand at the same level ; but this inconvenience would be
remedied by a lock. More serious objections are, that the
navigation of Buzzard’s bay is neither easy nor safe; that
the force of the tides and the nature of the soil, which is pure
sand, would obstruct the canal, and that in winter, when
most needed, because the passage round Cape Cod i3 then
most dangerous, it would be rendered impassable by ice. On
the other hand, the advantages to be derived by our capital from
such a passage are great and obvious, Even should it admit
vessels of the smallest size only, it would induce those, who oc-
cupy the shores of the sound, to direct their commerce entire-
ly to Boston, where they would find manners, and a mode
of transacting busincss more similar to their own, than those
of New York. It is by facilitating the means of intercourse
between Boston and other parts of the state, that the former
is to be rendered the great mart of our manufactures; not
by establishing extensive manufactories within the limits of
the town; thev are always pernicious in populous places ;
nor have we any reason to expect an exemption from their
evils, since the same causes, that produce so much mischief
elsewhere, will operate hiere.  In such establishments crowds
of both sexes are collected firom all parts of the country, sud«
denly exposed to many new temptations, removed from their
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early habits and essociations ; freed from the salutary res-
traints imposed on them by the constant presence of these,
whase opinions they have been accustomed to respect ; sev-
ercd from all their nataral connexions ; torn from their na-
tive soil, from the spot where they had taken root and flours
ished ; and thrown toguother to carrupt in a leap, under the
heated atmosphere of the town,

Suniday we remained at Sandwich, and on Monday morn:
ing left it ona very sandy road for Plymouth. In the course
of our ride we saw two large rocks, called Sacrifice rocks,
from a custom, still prevalent among the Indians, of throwing
sticks of wood or branches of trecs on them whenever they
pass. Nobody secms to know the date or motive of this prac-
tice. Near the road, seven miles south af Plymonth, is Clam
Pudding pond, on whose borders the judges of the colony,
when they made their pedestrian circuits in old times, wers
accustomed to stop, and draw fuorth from their wallcts their
homely meal, consisting of roasted clams and bhard Indian
pudding, the luxuries of that age of simplicity. At Plymouth
we made it our first business to visit ¢ Forefathers’ rock,’ the
landing place of the pilgrims of 1620, a more accessible, but
far more interesting spot than Gosnold’s islet. The men,
who landed here, did not abandon their cnterprise, though
they had want and perils to contend with, as well as their pre-
decessord, But they cams with a different character and dif-
ferent motives; they bad been inured to adversity, excited
and invigarated by persecution ; they knew that the hopes of
their friends in Holland depended on their perseverance ;
and they had made a contract with the Virginia company in
England, by which they were pledged to remain here. The
uncxpected difficulties which they encountered, the want of
food, the severity of the climate, the dissase which destroyed
nearly balf their numbeplin the first winter, would have dis-
couraged most men, and Perhaps have justified them in re-
turning to Europe, notwithstanding their obligations to re-
main. But these werc not the men to urge the plea of neces-
sity. In their estimation it was necessary to do their duty,
but it was not necessary tolive. And they have their re.
ward. The cvils endured by them, great as they were, are
a cheap price for the blessings that they have purchased for
their children. We are enjoying the recompense of their
sullferings, and gathering the fruits of their labour.

http://cdl.library.comell.edu/cgi-bin/moa/pageviewegggd=moa&root=%2Fmoa%2Fnora... 11/2%20%



Cornell University Making of America Page 1 of 1

32% Relreat for the Sane. [Sept:

‘The last interesting event, that [ remember, was our sit-
ting in Governour Carvers chair in tho barber’s shop at
Plymouth.

Such are the incidents and reflections, which have pleased
your friend ; but the greatest of my pleasures was the society
of my companions ; and it was not the least of them to re-
turn,

4 Retreat for the Sane.

Huc propius me
Dum docco insanire omnes, vos ordine adite,
Hon.
MR. EDITON,

It is ubvious, that in the present state of this country,
when very little money can be spared from individual and
national wants, even to publick institutions of the most gener-
al and acknowledged utility, none should be undertaken, but
upon the surest and most permanent foundation, and of whicl
the practicability, as well as usefulness is perfectly well as-
certaincd. It becomes then important when a project of great
and common interest is afoot, the plan and conduct of which,
being ance decided upon, do not readily adwmit of alteration,
that a liberal discussion of the subject should previously be
had, and the various obstacles to it freely exposed, Nor
should the investigation in such cases be limited to those
only, who, from their occupations and course of thought, might
be supposed the most competent to decide questions of that
particular nature. Many of the hints which fall, as it were by
chance, from the comparatively stupid and unlettered, may, in
the hands of the wise and well informed, be turned to very good
account, The above remarks are made, by way of apology
for offering a few thoughts upon the recent plan of an hos-
pital for the Insane. I am well aware that in touching upon
this suhject, and advancing those notions about it which a
most carcful and thorough investigation has caused me to
adopt, I have very many difficulties to contend with ; difficul-
ties the more hard to be overcame, because they take their
origin in our strongest and most confirmed passions and
prejudices, and arc fostered and established by the usual
modes of cducation. A deep sense, however, of the goot ef-
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Conmmonwealth of Wassachusetts.

MESSAGE.

Councit CHaMsER, g
February 21, 1849.

To the House of Representatives :

I herewith communicate, for the use of the Legislature, the
Report of the Commissioners, appointed under the Resolve of
the Legislature, passed on the 10th of May, 1848, “to visit
the several tribes, and parts of tribes, of Indians, remaining
within this Commonwealth, to examine into their condition
and circumstances, and report to the mext Legislature what
legislation, in their opinion, is necessary in order best to pro-
mote the improvement and interests of said Indians.”

These scattered and poor remains of tribes, who were once
the numerous and powerful occupants of vur hills and valleys,
our lakes and rivers, of which advancing civilization has dis-
Possessed them, have the strongest claims upon the government
of the Commonwealth to do every thing in their power to pre-
serve their existence, protect their rights, and improve their
condition,

I commend the subject to your consideration, with the hope
that the Report of the Commissioners, who have given to it
great labor and attention, will lead to such legislative provisions
as are demanded by justice and humanity.

GEO. N. BRIGGS.
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Conmmroninealth) of PRassarhusetts.

His Ezcellency Georee N. Brises:

The Commissioners, appointed by your Excellency under a
Resolve of the Legislature, of May 10th, 1848, “ to visit the
several tribes, and parts of tribes, of Indians, remaining with-
in this Commonwealth, to examine into their condition and
circumstances, and Report to the next Legislature, what
legistation, in their opinion, is necessary, in order best to pro-
mote the improvement and interests of said Indians,” respect-
fully submit the following

REPORT:

The duty imposed upon us by the first two clauses of the
" extract, recited from the Resolve, has proved far more laborious
than was supposed, when its performance was commenced -
especially the recommendation of measures *“to promote the
improvement and interests of the Indiaus,” requires a wisdom
to which we dare not claim, and involves a responsibility which
we hesitate to meet.

Unwilling, as we should have been, to have assumed the
task, had we been aware of its difficulties and importance, we
have yet endeavored to carry out, to the extent of our zbili:ies
the intentions of the Legislature. We have visited all the
tribes and parts of tribes of Indians in the Commonwealth
except, perhaps, a few scattered over the State, who have long
since ceased to be the wards of the State, and who are, practi-
cally, merged in the general community. We have seen them
in their dwellings and on their farms. in their sehool houses
and meeting-houses, have partaken of their hospitalities of ted
and board, have become familiar with their private griefs and
public grievances, have congratulated them upon their priv:-
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leges, and consulted with them on their dzsabi!ilies. Encoun-
tering, at first, not unnaturally, jealousy and distrust, we have
found that these, almost invariably, yielded before the exhibi-
tion of our own kind sympathies, and our assurances that the
Commission had its origin in none but the most fiiendly mo-
tives on the part of the government of the State. Reserve once
removed, we have found them, almost without exception, com-
municative and confiding. If we fail in making a satisfactory
statement of their condition and wants, it will not be for want
of opportunities of observation.

We are tempted to turn aside (rom the path to which our in-
structions point us, and eater upon a field full of matenals for
historical inquiry and antiquarian speculation. We are among
the “stricken few” who remain of the once undisputed sover-
eigns of the Western World. The blood of Samoset and Mas-
sasoit runs in their veins; and the same spirit which prompted
the © Welcome, Englishmen,” which greeted the weary Pil-
grims  and relieved their fears of Indian hostilitics, has ever
since controlled the intercourse of nearly all the tribes, of
which they are the remnants, with the whites.

During Philip’s war, the  Praving Indians'” formed a bal-
wark between the hostile Indians and the fecble colonists, and
subsequently, when in their own quarrels, or as allies of a
foreign foc, other tribes eagerly embraced the opportunity to
take bloody vengeance for the wrongs of their racc, these have,
with more than Christian forbearance, uniformly favered their
invaders. It might be useful to illustrate more fully this fact
as constituting a claim for the most generous treatment by the
State.* It would be interesting torescue from oblivion some of
these fast fleeting mementoes of a people, soon to hecome ex.
tinct. We must leave, to the historian and the antiquary, what
1s not stricly within our province.

The names of the different tribes in the State are as follows
Chappequiddic, Christiantown, Gay Head, Fall River or Tioy,
Marshpee, Herring Pond, Grafton or Hassanamisco. Dudley,
Punkapog, Natick, and Yarmouth.

The whole number of Indians, and people of color, connected
wiih them, not including Natick, is 847. There are but six or

* See Appendic F.
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eight Indians, of pure blood, in the State; one or two at Ga
Head, one at Punkapog, and three, perhaps four, at Marshpee,

tion.—In giving the statistics, we have, in a) cases, taken ,)|
known to belong to each tribe, respectively, and Supposed tq
be living, who may, i they should return, be entitled to what-
ever privileges ang Immunities belong to this people —Unde;
the head of foreigners, we include all, one or both of whose
parents are not of Indian blood .

The Chappequiddic Trise.

This tribe occupies a part of the smal] island of the same
Name, being a part of Martha's Vineyard, and Separaled from
Edgartown by a narrow arm of the sea, which forms the hay.
bor of that town. Their territory comprises 692 acreg. It is
on a bleak xposure, and the soi] jg barren,; and vields a pre.
carious subsistence 1o the TBOst unremitting industry. The Jo.
cation appears to be remarkably healthy, not ap individual, at
the time of our visit, being confined, by ejther chronic or acute
disease. The whole number of the tribe is 85.% In 1828, the
number of the trihe was 110,

Families, . . . 12
Males, . : . 43
Females, . : . 42
Natives, . . . 75
Foreigners, | . . 10
Under 5 years, . . 11
From 5 to 10, . . 3

“ 1010 21, . : 19

“ 21 to 50, . . 39

50 1o 70, . . 10
Over 70,

The ages of the tree oldest are 71, 82, and 94, all natives.

* Por names, see Appendix, 4,
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The Chappequiddics depend for subsistence entrely, with
the exception of those who go to sex, and of some few women
who go out fo service, upon agneculture They arc generally
~ery industrious, securing, by economy and haid labot a com-
fortable ving and some few adding, fram year to year to
their httle property, generally 1 the way of impiovements of
their lands. A few realize considerable snms i the summer
from the sale of blackberries to the peaple of Nautucket.

Under the judicious oversight and covnscls of their guardian,
Hon Leav it Thaxter, they are far 1n advance of any other
eribe in the Stats, i improvements 1 agiiculture, and, 1indeed,
in the arts and even elegancies of social and domesuc lfe.
Twen'y years ago, they were preéminently a degraded people,
unchaste, mtemperate, and, by consequence, improvident; now
the: are chaste, not a case of :llegitimacy, so far as we could
lear1 ex.sung among them, tempe.ute, companng, in this
respect, most favorably w th the same papulation, in tle saine
condition of life, 1 any part of the State, and comfortable, not
tnferior in dress, mauniers, and intelligence, to their white
neighliors These favorable changes, they attribute partly to
the diwvision of thenw lands under the act of 1828, each occu-
pant now holding his land in fee, and not liable to be dispos-
sessed at the pleasure of the guardian, as under the old law,
but mawly to the salutary influence exerted over them by their
guardian. The 1esult has been, new mcentives to industry
and conomy, ansing from an asswiance of their rewards, and
« love of approbauion, and self-respect, which are at once the
fruits and the guarantees of progress. Nearly all live in good
fl?\lllcd liouses, mo:t af them comfortably furnished. and many
ol them with thewr - spare room” handsomely carpet- 1 und
adorned with pictures and cwriosities collected in the eastern
and outhern seas TEach family owns and improves {ron 5 fo
31 or 10 acres. Geuerally they are tolerably well supplied
with agriculturaj implements and neaily all who hive by agri-
culw ‘e h= e one or more yore of oxen. The stock of th- tnbe
1s as follows  —1 Lorse, 31 honed cattle; 30 swine, 161 fowls,
iz(rlxeig{rilzzc{;()orfg '71 ‘(")i(l)loucdof estates, uf their oun cs(nnates

< olfars. Perhaps about hatf of the
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land owners are g debt from 10 to 100 dollars, generally expecy.
ing to pay during the Year.—Previous 1o 1828, the lands werg
all in common, the law of February 27, 1810, having Provideq
that the commissioners appointed under that aet should may, a
division which should contthue ten years, and authorizmg the
guardian, at the expiration of that time, to make 3 new diy;g.
ton. The commissioners, appointed under the act of March
10th, 1828, made a permanent divison of the whole territory,
dmdmg {87 acres among 17 families, and Teserving 203 acres
for public purposes, and for apportionment o any members of
the t:ibe then absent who might afterwards claim a share,
This division, though it was, of course, impossible to male It
universally satisfactory, seems to have been made ay wisely
and fanly, as, under the circumstances, could ke done.—The
annual public income is about eight dollars, arising from the
rents of the common lands, and applied to the support of the
poor. There are now two paupers, who receive ajd from the
State, amounting, for the present year, to 128 dollars We have
N0 means of ascertaining the wtole amount appiopriated by the
State to this tribe, as the guardian’s account embraces a'se the
appropriations to the Christianiown tribe. Both amounts )
be stated when we come 1o spealk of that tribe Beyond the
aid fuirnished, as above stated, by the State, the poor are assist.
ed, so far as needed, 1n addition to the small sum recerved from
the rent of the public lands, by voluniary contribution. As

Proscription, a ready sympathy for individua] suffering. In
the langnage of Mr. Thaxter, * They are kind and considerate
to each oiher in sickness and poverty "%

They have a school. taught by a female, for three or four
months each year. Whep We wisited them, the school was
closed, so that we cannot speal; particularly of jts condiiion.
= annually,
being thirty dollars from the school fund, under the act of Apnl
ISth, 1848, and one quarter of the income of 1,200 dollars of
the surplus fund, under the act of March 21,1837, This con-
stitutes their whole means of support for (he school, being

* Appendiz B
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really unable to increase the amount by voluntary subscription.
The whole number, between the ages of 4 and 16, is 15. With
so small a school, and such limtted means, their educational
privileges must be of comparatively very little valne —They
have no preaching or religious teaching of any kind. 'They
raise no money themselves for the support of the Gospel, and
receive none from the State, or from benevolent societies. For-
merly, they received, from the President and Fellows of Harvard
College, who are trustees of the “ Willams tund,” a portion
of the income of that fund. For reasonsto which we shall refer
more particularly when we come to speak of the Gay Head
tribe, they have received, for several years past, nothing from
that source. They are allowed to attend meeting, occupying a
+ respectful” position in the meeting-house of the whites on the
adjoining territory.

Liuigation is almost unknown. Probably in no part of the
State, embracing an equal population, are there fewer difficul-
ties resulting in a necessity for legal adjudication. At this mo-
ment, a difficulty in relation to a cranberry meadow exists,
which will, however, undoubtedly be adjusted by the guardian.
This fact, especially, considering the imperfect definition of
their legal rights, is very creditable. They rarely commt
offences, and they have learned patience under grievdnces,

The Chappequiddic tribe is governed by the act of March
10, 1828, As the same act applies to the Christiantown tribe,
e Teserve an examination of its provisions as applicable to
both tribes.

Although litigation s rare, still, owing to supposed imperfec-
tons in the division of their lands in 1823, and to the illy
defined position and maintenance of their legal rights against
their white neighbors, thete are difficulties among them, oc-
casioning social alienations among themselves, and more or
less of bitterness towards their neighbors.  Difficult of adjust-
ment as these are,—impossible of adjustment, indeed, as that
class is which grows out of the prosjenty due to the superior
intelhgence and thrift of a portion of the tribe, they are sull

such as to require legislative attention, and to Justify, from a
)

<~
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good hope of the practucability of remedy, legislative inter-
ference.

The difficulties among themselves relate principally to the
peat lands, the cranberry pateh, and the fences. A porion of
the peat lands are still held in common, and the arrangement
15, that those, whose territory, under the diviston of 1828, did
not mclude a portion or peat lands, might cut peat fiom the
common lands, according to a particular rule. 'Inis arrange-
ment almost necessarily leads to difficulty, and we concur with
the guardian in the opinion, that it is desirable that t}ese com-
mon lands should be wholly and finally divided.»

The circumstances relative to the cranberry patch are fully
stated by Mr. Thaxter. We agree with him iu regard to lh;:
position of this dispute as a matter of equity, if 1ot of law.,
But as thire is some lttle ambiguity 1n the language of the
Commissioners, and as the difficulty arises less from the value
ol the matter at issue, than from a propeusity, in a few of the
proprietors, to stickle for supposed legal rights, we endorse his
suggestion that the conflicting claims shonld be setiled by ex-
press enactment.

The Indians have as yet been, and sull are, unable to fence,
respectively, their allotments. They are obliged to pasture their
cattle in tae tethering rope.  Farmers will readily wi.derstand
the serious inconvenience of this nccessity, and other troubles
ansing from the absence of fences.

By the act of Jannary 26, 1789, the object or which was to
provide to: the division ol the territory of the Isiand o Chap-
pequiddic, “between tlie patentees and other purchaszrs, and
the Indians on the said Island,” the division line between the
whites and Indians was defined, and it was declared that the
“said patentees and other purchasers shall be at the sole and
whole charge and expense of making, maintaining, and repai-
ing the said divisional fence, and fences anylaw to the con-
trary notwithstanding.”  Additional acts, more clearl defining
and enforcing this obligation, were passed June 19, 1790 and
June 16, 179G, and, by the act of March 2, 1829, “the
guardian 1s authorized to compel the patentees and other pur-

* S Appendiz B.
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chasers of lands on said Island, or thew heirs ta male and
namain the divisional fence, commonly called the Tndian line
fence ' It seems ty us that this obl gation eanve: b legall-
e-aasd.  The gnardian. however, entertains some dorht ahout
it and has not yet thouzht best to attempt to entorze “le law.
The f=nce is now in a very bad state, and the erons of the Tn-
dians are constantly in danger from the cattle of the whites.
Gradual eucroachment upon the terrtory and the nghts af the
Ind.an,—the immemoral law,—has ost nove of 17z presciiptive
sizengh. No opportunmity for its enforcement 1s still allowed to
pass vnunproved  The whole Isltand say the Indiwns Dbe-
longed o their “athers. A large portion of it has becin wrested
from them, sometimes 1t may be, with the show, seldom wily
the reality, of an adeqaate consideration. By the act of 1789,
the white man recerved the lion's share. They fecl that they
have the right to expect protect:on i the enjoyment of the few
acres 'eft to them  \Whether additional legislation is necessary
o: not, the white propretors ought to be compelled. as they
have rece.ved the benefits, to fulfil the obligations of the act
of 1789.

There is a tract of con.mon land, covered, many years ago
with valuable v.0od, now almost entirely worthless. It is un-
fenced. and, since the wood was cut ofl, the catile belonging to
the whites browse upon the young shoots, and prevent therr
growtn. It is hardly wor h erclosing, and the sconer it 1s sold _
for the benefit of the tnbe or divided among then.. the beite:.
We bel.ceve poovision now exists for dividing this lard.

liere 1s also some complaint of the want of well defined
bighways. Not unfrequently, if a “shorter eut” to a point of
destination liss across a piece of culuvated land, drivers, par-
teula.ly white men, do not Lesitatz to take it. In the case of
oue or two (racts, this 15 a maltter of serious incorvenicnce —
The Lidiws also complun, that the whole of tle highwway.
from the 'andi g oppo-1e Edgarown, and surrotiding ther
territory, 1s on thew side of the line tence. thus depm‘mg then:
ot several acres of their territory, and preventing the fencing
of their allotments, without crossing the highway . wherea:
they claim, and Justly as 1t seems to us that one hal” a1 least,
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of the highway, should be on the Jand of the white men, and
that it should be fenced on both sides.

Our inquiries here, as well as elsewhere, were directed par-
ticularly to the question, whether they desire a removal of the
guardianship, and the enjoyment of the privilegss, with the
liabilities of citizenship. A very few of the male adults, per-
haps only one, wished the removal of the guardianship. Proh.
ably a majority consider, that, as far as themselves individually
are concerned, they are able to take care of themselves; but wish,
if the guardianship should be abolished, that a counsellor might
be appointed to advise them in difficulty, and assist them to
improvement, say for five or ten ‘years, uutil they felt entirely
capable of self-control. Upon the whole, however, they are of
opiition, that it will be better for them, as a whcle, to remain
as they are. A few are now.voters, being taxad for lands,
which they own in Edgartown. As a general thing, they feel
no inclination to enjoy the privilege of voting, and incur the
liability to taxation. No portion of the Indians of the Com-
monwealth are so well prepared to exercise the elective fran-
chise as the Chappequiddics. Still, we have been compelled to
abandon the hope we had cherished, that we might recommend
a removal of their civil disabilities, and to express our decided
conviclion that, in the present state of the tribe, and of public
opinion, it is best they should remain as they are. Wkhere
shall they go? - Few towns are willing to receive them, with
the liability to support their paupers. Why should they go?
The elective franchise is a barren privilege, unless it carries
with it, not merely constitutional and legal, but practical eligi-
bility to office.  When the social disabilities vesting upon a
conquered and servile race are removed, the elective franchise
may be ablessing worth coveting. While those exist, it cannot

even be appreciated by an oppressed and proscribed people, still
less desired.

Christianiown Tribe.

The territory of the Christiantown Indians lies on the north-
western s.de of the Vineyard, bordering on the Vineyard sound,
and comprises 390 acres. The soil is what farmers call hard
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and sizong. difleult of culuvidion, but yielding, 10 persevering
inlastry. temunerating returns. Lhe lo-ation aypperrs tu bea
Yealt! ," ote; s i, a conparatvely large ntumber have reeenthy
Jied. w1 at the time of our visit. several were suloof both
eindie al acute diseases. The whele pumler of e tnbe 1
10 Ia 1828, the number of the mbe was IS

Familes, 1!
Maes, 20
Females. 23
Natives, 1A
Foreigners, 1
Under 5 years. i
F.om 5 to 10, T
“ 10 to 20 5
¢ 21 1o 30, 25
v 50 1070, 5
Over 70, 1. aged 72.
At sea, 9

The pursuits of this tribe are agriculwral, wih the ex-
ceptio.. of those who follow the sea.—A general r2mark may
here b made, applicable to all the tribes, that those who
go to sen are less thrifty, and more ‘mprovident, ‘Lan those
who depand upon agriculture for support—Ther condition
is very similar to that o7 the Chappequiddics, ‘hough behind
them in intelligence, social condition, and damest.c comforts.
This :s. probably. to a great extert, owing to their distance
from the guardiar, Mr. Thaxter, betng some 12 milss, which
read=rs so constant a supervision impossible. and to thaw isn-
lated situaiion, deprived of the elevaimg influenc s whizh the
vicinity of IEdeartown imparts ta the Chappequiddies. This
isolation is not, however, without its advantages. as the temp-
tations io unchastity and inteimperance are less.—Their stock
constists of 2 horses, 17 liorned cattle. 11 swine, and 56 fHorwls
Usually, they live in comfortable housas: their whole territory.
as well as each individua! allotment, s feaced, amnertly with

Y Forpapv:- o Aol )
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a substantial sione wall. The lands are lield by the same tey.
ure as at Chappequiddic, 350 acres being owned in severalty
and 40 acres still held in eommon. The common lands co{x.
tain valuable wood. The only source of public income is the
sale of wood from common lands, from which seven or eigh:
dollars are realized annually. 'L'lus is appropriated to the sup-
port of the poor.

They have now no paupers, and receive no aid from the
State. They rcceive the same amount from the State for schools
as the Chappequiddic tribe, forty-six dollars, and the remarks
in relation to the school at Chappequiddic, wil! apply to these
They have no preaching, or teligions teaching, the fund for-
merly appropriated to them being withheld for reasons before
alluded to, to be dwelt upon more fully hereafter. Litigation
is unkuown; they have no grievances for which they ask re-
dress. They are a quiet, peaceable people. They aresatisfied
with the guardianship system, and have no desirc to enjoy the
privileges of citizenship. The saddest feature in their case is
that they are too well contented in their condition of ignorance
and disfranchisement. '

Occasionally, an individual was found, who writhed under
the crushing weight of civil and social disability. We have.
among our noles, the case of one young man, of 22 years, be-
longing to a family of nine children, six older than hirself, all
of whom had died in the pride of early manhood and woman-
hood, except one, and that one helpless and blind, in counse-
guence, undoubtedly, of ill treatment at sea. This young man
had been one of the best seamen who sailed from the South
Shore, and had risen to be second mate; but had come home
discouraged, disheartened, with ambBition quenched. and now
feeds the moodiness of a crushed spirit, by moping amid the
graves of his kindred, soon, we fear, to lie down with them.
“ where the wiclted cease from troubling, and the weary are at
rest, where the oppressed sleep together, hearing not the voice
of the oppressor.”’ We tried to awaken him to effort and en-
terprise, but found it a lopeless task. “ Why should I try T
he asked 11 bitterness. ¢ The prejudice agzinst our color keeps
us down. I may be a first rate navigator, and as good a sea-
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man as ever walked 2 deck ' (and Mr. Thaxter assured us
such was his reputation ;) “but I am doomed to live and die
before the mast. I mught get to be second, first mate, and,
when at sea, [ should be treated as such, because I deserved it
bui the moment we fzll in company with other vessels, or arrive
in port, and our captain invites other captains and mates to dine,
T am banished from the cabin (o the forecastle.  Why should I
trv " We could not answer him, for we felt that we could not
pluclk from his heart that ‘‘ rooted sorrow.”

The Ind ans of Chanpequiddic and Christiantown are under
the law of 1628, and under the gnardian appointed under that
act.—The division of the lands, under this act, has, undoubt-
edly, operated to improve their condition. A portion was then
given to all natives, not under 2L yca:s of age. Questions,
growing out of the uecessity of dividing the property of de-
ceased persons among heirs, are arising, and puzzle the gnar-
dian and legal gentlemen. What is the law of descent? For-
tunately, owing to the singularly unselfish disposition o: the In-
dians, these questions have no: yet become very complicaied.
In about all cases of the death of original proprietors, the lands
remain undivided, or the heirs have made friendly partition
among themselves. It is hardly possible, however, that diffi-
culties will not, before long, be presented to the guardian, which
will render legislative interference necessary.

In commen with all the Indians 1n the State, they are civilly
and politically disfranchised. For mumnicipal purposes, if the
apomalous meetings, which they are allowed by the act to hold,
are entitled 10 the name of municipal, they can vote, and choosc
certain officers; but, as citizens of the State and the Union,
they are totally disfranchised. They are required, by the aet,
to meet in the month of March, or April, at which meeting, it
1s the duty of the guardian to preside, in case of his unavoid-
able absence, they may choose a moderatar; and then they
“may choose a clerk. two overscers, constable, field-dciver,
pound keeper, and other town officers’”” ‘1t shall be the du'y
ot said constable to carry into execution the laws of the Com-
inonwealth, vathin the territory of said Indians and people of
color”” It will be seen, :hatthe terms of the act leave 1t op-
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toaal with the ldans 1o clonee these officers, or yot as ligy
please.  Usually, perhaps toiformly, they Lave gone througil
tive process: bot the officars are mercly noninal ; the lezal can-
ditton of this pzaple being so anmnalous, and so 1mpe-fecily e
fined, that we believe no attempt has ever been mads 1o enforce
municipal regulatioss. These meelings answer a good purpose,
as affording an nppertunity £: mutual consnltation, ayq advice
from their guardian; beyond this, they cannot 20 T righes
of woma.: are fully recognized, the females taking ths sapg
liberty of sjeech, and, wher unmarried or in the absonee of
their husbands, enjoying the same right of voting with the men, —
They cannot sue, or be sued, or he held 1o any contract,
withant cotsent of the guardian previously given; canaot re-
cetve wages for any vevage, if payment bs forbidden by the
cuardian ; may be sent to sen as  habitual drankards, vaga-
bands, and jdlers” and (e wages withhel 1 by the yuardian,
and eannot, nade any circumstances, alienate their lands, or
auy portton of them. These restrictions, particularly the Jat-
fer, seeating - the ialienabil.ty of the howestead,” and others.
90 Lnmerous to meution, may mostly be necessary ; still.
the hands of a guardian, dizposed to abuse such powers, 1l.ey
might become insupportably oppressive to the Indians.

Bat the thivd article of seetian fourth is yerfectly atrociois
and anvht at orce to he expunged. The material parts of ths
acticle, coumeraing the povers and dntes of the anardian, ae
as follows: *“"T'o panish, Ly fine, not excecding twanty dallars,
or by solitary imprisonment, not exceeding tvenly days any
frespusses, batt>wies, lareenics nuder five dollars, gross lewd-
ness and laservions behavior, avd dizorderly and yiotans con-
duct. &e. And said gnardian, or other Justice of the pace,
may issie lis warrant, directed to the, canstable of <aid Tndiars
and penple of color, ar other prepee officer, to ar ost, and bring
before him, any offender against the provision of this act: and,
after jndgment, e may nrder execution to he dane by =aid coasia-
ble. or nther properoflicer.  And if said zuardian or other justize
of the peace, shall adjudge any offender 1o solitary inpr.son-
ment, such offender shall not, doring the term, af said iriprison-
meapt. be visiied by, or allnwsd to Speakocith, any person cther
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than the jailer or said guardian or ju.sucg of the peace. or such
other person as said guardian or justice of the peacz shall
specially authorize thercto.  Nor shall such offender be allowed
ary food or drink, other than coarse br;ad and water, unless
sickness shall, in the opinion of a physician, render other sus-
tenance necessary’ But no physician can visit or speak with
the prisoner, unless “ specially authorized theret0” by the guar-
dian, so that this furnishes not the shghtest check upon one,
not merely the guardian, but any Justice Shallow, who, for
hire or pefSonal malice, may be disposed to abuse this mon-
strous power. The arlicle goes on to provide very gravely
and magnantnously, ‘‘said guardian, or other jusuice of the
peace. shall keep a fair record of his proceedings,” (“fai”
probably means, in legible chirography,) * and any person, ag-
grieved at the sentence given against him by said guardian, or
other justice of the peace, may appeal therefrom to the next
court of common pleas, to be holden in said county,” &c. The
right of appeal, for reasons which will at once occur, when re-
flecting upon the circumstances of these poor Indians, s entirely
nominal It needs no explanation, lustration or argument, to
show the character of these provisions; and though there is
little danger that they ever will be abused, to the extent of
which they are capable, sull, they confer an iiresponsible and
sunmary exercise of power, which cannot safely be entrusted
to any man. They were unnecessary at the time of their enact.
ment, and have never, so tar as we could learn, been enforced -
and should no longe: be allowed to deface our statute pooks.
and disgrace the Commonwealth.

The amounts appropriated to these two tribes, for the last
SiX years, are as follows .—

1843, . . $156 00
1844, . . 211 50
1845, . . 99 90
1846, . . 128 00
1847, . . 172 85
1848, . . 221 24
Salary of Guardian, 900 00
. Total, 1889 49
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The Gay Head Tribe

This til2 oceupes apenasula, forming the exueme vex;.
ern part of the hineyard  and counected vith the rest of the
island by anarrow isthmus, a lew 1uds wide, called Stone Wal)
Beach. A smull part of tice easter portion of the peuirsula s
occupted by wnites. The Indian te.ntory s. however, alnost
perfectly isolated, being bounded on three sides by the sea, and
on the ourth. touching the land of tive whites only by the npar.
row nech 1vng beiween S pupnocke: and Menem:he Ponds

The whole territory comprises 2400 acres.  Of this, 500 acres
are owned in severalty, and 190U acres stll held in common.
The whoie number of :ie trioa 1: 1747

Families, . . . 38

Male:, : : 81

Femules. ac

Unknowr. 5

Foreigners ) 12

Natives, . . 162

Under 3 vear: . . 3h

From 5 to 10 . . 25

- 10w 2 . 16

2] 0 L : . T

50 10 70, . 14

Over 70 . 3

The vzes ol taese sl s 7007 aad ve

At sea. . 1u
Tae proporion of ciouiis ana of sen-lying i s ess
this trnibe, thar wm auvy othe Trelveof 1. 152 ca-ed s na-
nves are from Marshpee Chnstiantown, and Chappequiddic

Lut have zared a sertl=1ent Lere by misvariaze
Tle pursuits of thi- tole are agroniteral, wily Lenanal ax-

CTre poonian o Lo v Ve praa L sl ome
P oanltn nonbappaarnl o [ P : -
the st - Fa e (TSI B S PRVHTIRT PR WHIEURN O JURS

Coaee Apprudoa A
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ception of sea-faring men, and of those even, the families usual-
ly own and occupy land, to which they look for partial sup-
port, and upon which the head of the family almost invariably
settles for life, after following the sea for a few years. Upon
the whole, their condition, as to tne arts and comforts of social
and domestic life, 1s inferior to that of the two tribes considered,
though there are several families whose condition will compare
favorably with any tribe in the State. Asa general thing, they
are industcious, provident, temperate and chaste. But three
cases of 1llegitimacy are known to exist.

Generally, they live in framed houses, perhaps a majorty
having barns. Some of their buildings are o1 split stone. ~A
qaumber of families live in huts or hovels, some few in squalid
poverty. Their stock, as they stated to us, consists of L5 horses,
132 horned cattle, 57 swine, and 242 fowls. Not improbably
the horned catile may be slightly overstated, as some few may
have called catt'e their own, which they pasture ‘ on shares.”
Their territory 1s separated from that of the whites, by a rail
fence, and the separate lots are fenced, usually safely. Almost
the only articles cultivated, are Indian corn, with occasionally
other grain, and potatoes. In this respect, they are far behind
the Christiantown and Chappequiddic tribes, who are getting
to appreciate the luxury of * sauce gardens.” Most of them
are 10 debt in sums from 10 to 400 or 500 dollars. Generally,
they expected to pay these sums, in the autumn, from the pro-
ceeds of the sale of fatted cattle. Some of them will shelter
themselves behind the exemption which thelaw provides. To
the credit of the tribe, however, it should be said, that this
number is small, and confined almost entirely to those who, by
intercourse with the whites at sea and elsewhere, have con-
tracted vicious and improvident habits. Each family has ap-
propriated lands, varying in amount [rom half an acre to a
hundred acres. and valued with improvements, af their own es-
timates, from 100 to 1500 dollars.  The territory embraces al-
most every variety of soil; a portion of the land is of the very
best quality, and capable, under good culture, of producing
most abundant harvests.

The legal condition of this tribe is singularly anomalous.
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By the sct of June 25, 1811, the governor was authorized to
appoint ‘ three proper persons, to be guardians to the Iadian,
mulatto, and negro proprietors of Gay Head,” which guardi-
ans, in addition to the usual powers given to guardians, in such
cases, were “ empowered to take into their possession, the lands
of said Indians, &c., and allot to the several Indians, &c., such
parts of said lands, as should be sufficient for their improvement,
from time to time ;" and the act further provides for the discon-
tinuance or removal of the guardians, at the discretion of the
governor and council. Under this act, three guardians were
appointed, and, in 1814, a new appointment was made; since
that time, no new appointment has been made. The Indians
became dissatisied with their guardians, who resigned, and
the guardianship has disappeared. The act of 1828 provided
that * whenever the Indians and people of color, at Gay Head,
shall, by a vote 1n town meeting, accept this act, and shall
transmit to his excellency, the governor, an artested copy of
said vote, then his excellency may authorize said guardian to
act as guardian, &c., at Gay Head, and may, upon their re-
quest, appoint suitable persons to divide their lands’ The
Indians, cherishing no very favorable recollections of the guar-
dianship system, have never accepted the act. )

For about thirty years, they have been without any guardy»
an, and the division of their lands, and indeed the whoie ar-
rangements of their affairs, except of the school money, have
been left to themselves.* None of the lands are held, as far as
we could learn, by any title, depending for its validity upon
statute law. The primitive title, possession, to which hasbeen
added, inclosure, is the only title recognized or required. The
rule has been, that any native could, at any time, appropsiate
to h:s own use such portion of the ummproved common land,
as he wished, and, as soon as he enclosed it, with a fence, of
however frail structure, it belonged to him and his heirs forever.
That role still exists. A young man arrives at maturity, and
wishes for a home for a prospective family, or a shelter when

* Whenever difficulties occur they appiv ta Mr. Thaxter, who. though not sustamning
to th=m the 1:;al relation of guarlian, is looked to as counsello. =nd iriead 2ud who bas
usually been successful in adjusung all difficalties.
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he returns from sea; he encloses half an acre, five acres. or ten
acres, as the case may be, and he has acquired a fee in the es-
tate; and the most singular and most creditable fact, in connec-
tion with this, is, that, while one proprietor hasbut half an acre,
and another has over a hundred acres, there is no heart-
burning, no feeling that the latter has more than his share. “,I
have all [ want,” says ihe former, and he is content This
state ofythings is as happy as 1t’is peculiar; how long it can
continue, 1s a problem yet to be solved. .

As a part of this primitive system, almost realizing the wild-
est dreams of the communists, we may here refer to the sa'e of
their clay, and the picking of their cranberries. The clay from
the cliffs is of very fine quality, and valuaole for various pur-
poses. A vessel comes for a cargo of clay; notice is immedsate-
ly given tothe whole tribe, and, on a day fixed, all who please,
repair to the beach—men, women, and children, above a certain
age, two women, or two children, drawing the same pay as one
man. . A bargain is made by agents appointed for the purpose ;
all assist in the work of digging and loading, and, at the close,
the money is equitably divided. Last year, they sold only
about 80 tons; usually, they sell from 150 te 300 tonsannually,
at prices varying trom $2 75, to $3 00 per ton. The wages of
a man are usually about $1 25 per day, receiving nothing for
the clay.—So, also, in relation to the cranberry picking. When
the berries are in the proper state to be picked, notice is given
to the whole tribe, and, on a certain day, all who wish, go and
pick all they can, each being entitled to the gathering of the
day. The yearly produce varies from 150 to 300 bushels, worth
from $1 25 to $3 00 per bushel. These two sources of indi-
vidual incore are of great value to the tribe.

The public income is derived from pasturing, on the common
lands, cattle sent from the Vineyard and the main. The in-
come from this source, is about $235 per year, and is appro-
priated, under the direction of a commiitee, to public pur-
poses, mainly to the support of the poor.

Applications for assistance from the State are rarely made.
For the last six years, only ninety dollars and thirty-seven cents
have been appropriated by the State for all purposes.——Some
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years since, an appropriation was made by the State, for the
erection of a wind-mill, and the result has been of singular ben-
efit to the tribe. 'They are now relieved from the necessity of
going to Chilmark, *“ to mill,” and thus saved {rom frequent ex-
posure to temptations tointemperance and extravagance —They
receive sixty dollars per year, under the act of April 13, 183§,
which comes to them through Smith Mayhew, Esq., of Chil-
mark, and is appropriated under bis direction, and thirty dol.
lars, as their portion of the surplus fund. These two amoants
constitute their school fund. The school has a male teacher in
the winter, and a female in the summer, and is lept, usually,
about five months each year. During the past summer, it was
taught by Mrs. Mary James, a native. The number present,
when we visited i, was 23; 10 boys, and 13 girls. 19 boys
and 24 girls had attended, mote or less, during the summe:r.
The whole number in the tribe, between the ages of 4 and 16,
15 52. The wages of the present teacher is §1 50 per week,
she boarding herself. The appearance of the school was un-
promising in the extreme. The children, generally, appeared
bright, intelligent, and of active minds, but almost necessarily,
from the difficulty of securing good teachers, they receive but
little aid in the development of their powers. They are poorly
supplied with books, particularly with writing-books. A few
dollars’ worth of the books of some of the new systems of pen-
manship, which have been supplanted by a newer system, and
now lumber the back rooms of the book-stores, would be of
great value to them. The great difficulty witl: this school, and
with all the Indian schools, is, they are isolated. They are
not under the supervision of the committee of any town, form
no part of onr common school system, and receive none of the
impulses, which example and emulatitn impart to other schools.
Remove, from the schools of any town in the Commonwealth,
the influences which they receive as a part of the system, &nd
how loeng would it be, before they would be sunk to the level of
these Indian schools?

The tribe have no regular preaching. They raise from 30 to
50 dollars annually, by veluntary subscription, for the support
of the Gospel. They are a moral and religiously inclined peo-
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ple, and regret their deprivation of religious privi]eggs. Unul
within a few years, the Indians of the Vineyard received one-
third of the income of the * Williams Fund,” and about the
same amount from the Society for Propagating the Gospel
among the Indians, the minister dividing his services among
the three tnbes. A diffculty occurring, in regard to their last
minister, (without the slightest blame, we are satisfied, from a
full acguaintance with the facts, on the part of the Indians,) the
appropriations have since been withhe'd. We trust, upon a
knowledge of the circumstances of the case, the appropria-
tions will be renewed —The Gay Head Indians are a quiet,
peaccable, contented people. There are among them tco many
ignorant, degraded and vicious; but there are, also, particu-
larly among the foreigners, some of the most intelhgent men
we have found.—Litigation is unknown; difficulties of any
kind rarely occur. They do not know, and they do not want
to know, under what law theg} live. They only know, that
¢ while they behave well, they get along well enough.””—They
are Jealous of the whites, and with too good reason. They
will allow no white man to obtain foothold upon their territory.
They have steadily refused to lease to white applicants a foot
of land, for the erection of works for the manufacture of clay
into the various articles which it is capable of making, though
tempting pecuniary advantages have been held out to induce
them to make only some temporary arrangement. They feel
their political and civil disabilities; they feel that they are
under the ban of an unrelenting social proscription: but they
sce no exodus from this bondage; and they only ask to be let
alone, and not, by ill-advised legislation, to be constantly
reminded of their vassalage.

If there is 2 promising missionary field in the world, we be-
lieve Gay Head is that field. Of certain kinds of religious
teaching, they seem to have had quite enough. But the
teacher who goes to them in the Spint of his Divine Master,
z‘md of the early Chr;stians, imitating the example of Him
‘who went about doing good” to the bodies as well as the
souls of men, feeling that he has reason for gratitude to our
Father in Heaven, not alone because he © forgiveth all our
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iniquities,”” but, also, because he ‘ healeth all our diseases,”
who will illustrate, 1n his daily lite, the best made of training
body, mind and heart, and who will devote himself to an intel-
ligent enforcement of the means of physical and spinituzal im-
provement, such an one,—he need not be a great man,—would
reap a reward to g'adden a philanthropic and Chnstian heart.
The cost of supporting a missienary 1n the other hemisphere,
for a single year, would nearly support one at Gay Head for
life.

We do not see that legislation can do any thing, immediately
and directly, to improve the condition of the Indians'at Gay
Head. Whenever public sentiment shall have removed the sc-
cial disabilities growing out ol the unjust and unnatural pre-
judice against color, civil and political enfranchisement will
follow, as a matter of course. Whatever recommszndarions we
may make, will be intended to form the first step to a consum-
mation so devoutly to be wished. The congquersr and the op-
pressor, with his heel upon the neck of his victims, should deal
gently with their degradation *

The Marshpee Tribe.

The territory of this tribe 13 bounded on the north, by Sand-
wich, east by Barnstable, south, by the Vineyard Sound. and
west. by Falmouth.

The whole terntory consists of about 13,000 acres, of which
about 11 000 acres are owned 1n severalty, and 2,000 he d :n com-
mon. The whole number of the tribe 15 305.7

Families, 57
Males, 151
Females, 151
Natives, . 279
Foreigners, 26
Under 5 years, 57
From 5 to 10, 32
10 10 21, 56
* Ser Append.x G 1 Appendiz A
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From2l to 50, . . 103
“ 501070, . . . 48
Over 70, . . 9
Ages, 70 73,75, 77, 83, 85, 87, 104, 107.
At sea, . 30

The pursuits of this tribe, with the usual exceptions, are ex-
clusively agricultural. The soil is various, but each allotment
usually contains enough of good soil to yxcld‘comfortable sup-
port to ndustry and good management. 'I‘he only articles
produced are potatoes and the different grains, most of the
families raising enough potatoes for their own use, and from
ten to seventy or eighty bushels of corn annually. The larger
portion of the tribe secure a tolerably comfortable living,
quite a number are poor and improvident, ekeing out a scanty
support by begging. They are behind the tribes already con-
sidered 1n the social arts and domestic comforts; none reaching
the condition of the best, very many fall.ng below the worst.
The majority live in comfortable framed houses, while many
still occupy huts and hovels, amidst filth and degradation. As
to chastity and temperance too, they are behind the other
tribes, though the uniform testimony is, that mn both these re-
spects, particularly in regard to temperance, there have been
very great inprovements during the last 15 or 20 years. The
cases of illegitimacy, kuown now to exist, are 11. There 1s
great deficiency of self-respect and of love of approbation, (with
many landable exceplions,) and, as a necessary result, of those
high aspirations and aims, so essential to progress.*

Their stock consists of 16 horses, 76 horned cattle, 43 swine,
554 fowls, and 19 sheep.

The legal condition of this tribe 1s peculiar.  We do not pre-
po-e 10 enter into an examination of the circumstances which
led to the passage of the act of March 31 1834, establishing the
district of Marshpee. Those circumstances are still compara-
tively fresh in the minds of all who were at the time interested
in them. and the facts connected with them are matters of full
record. The ammosities leading to, attending and resulting
from, that controversy, have hardly yet died out; as far as pos-
sible, we would avoid reviving them. That act conferred upon,

.
1 Appendix C.
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or recognized in, the proprietors of Marshpee, certain municipal
rights, but left them under the same d.sabilities, as citizens of
the State and the Union, with the other tribes. The commis-
sioner, appointed under that act, is simply a guardian under a
different name. The operation of the act has undoubtedly been
favorable; still, perhaps not from any defect in 1itself, it has
failed 1o accomplish all that was expected {rom its operation.

The act of 1834 recognized the existing divisions of theland,
and confirmed each proprietor in the possession of such lands
as he had appropriated. The act of March 3d, 1842, providing
{or the division of the common lands, has had a most important
bearing upon the condition of the tnbe. That act provided for
the appointment of three commissioners, who were authorized
so to make partition of the territory, as to give to each legal
adult proprietor, male or female, to the children of such proprie-
tors, and to every person of ILndian descent, who was born in
said Marshpee, or within the counties of Barnstable or Plym-
outh, and who had resided, or whose parents had resided, in
Marshpee, for 20 yeats or upwards previous to the passage of
the act of 1834, sixty acres of land in severalty, including what
each proprietor might have previously occupied. The act of
1834 prohibits the alienation of lands io persons not belonging
to the tribe, but allows of transfers among themselves. The
proprietors  are exempt from State and county taxation,” and
their lands, from liability to be taken in execution. The act of
1842 provides for the assessment of taxes for district pur-
poses. One tax has been assessed, and about one half of it was
collected ; but it was found impossible to collect the balance, and
this shadowy exercise of municipal power, flattering as it at first
seemed to the proprietors, has been abandoned. Under this par-
tition of the lands, nearly every family now holds 60 acres; 2
large number, where both husband and wife were original pro
prietors, 120 acres; quite a pumber, inheriting, in add:tion to
their own. allotments by the death of original proprietors, 130
or 240 acres.

A large portion of the land thus allotted in severaity, was,
at the time of the partition, covered with valuuble wood. Ths
has nearly all been cut off and sold, very many of the less in-
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dustrious proprietors relying upon the proceeds of 1ts sale for
support. In many wstances, 1t has been cut al improper sea-
sons, and sold for much less than its value; and now, not only
is the wood gone, but the reliance upo1 this easy mean: ot sup-
port has, 1n very many instaaces, eugendercd- indolent aud im-
provident habits, and many are just bezinning to be thrown
upon their own resources, without the industrions and econom

ical habits which, but for the ill-advised kinduness which has
allowed this waste of their property. necessity would have com-
pelled them 1o form It is too late, now, to regretit; we have
only to do with the remedy; but, had only an a'lotment of
land been made to each proprietor, sufficient for purpeses of
cultivation and pasture, and the res:due still held 1 common,
the proceeds of the sales of the wood would, under judicious
management, have constituted a fund which would have made
the district independent for all coming ume.

Some estimate may be made of the value ol the wood of the
whole territory, from the sum realized from the sale of the
wood from the  Parsonage Lot By the act of June 14,1813,
the ‘¢ Marshpee Parsonage’ was estabhished, embracing, m
1845, 450 acres. For reasons, the nature or validity of which
1t 1s not material to discuss, the pastoral connection between
the Rev. Phineas Fish and the district having been dissolved,
and a compromise effected in accordance with which Mr. Fish
relinquished the Parsonage, in July, 1845, the wood from that
lot was sold for $6952 00. The whole territory comprises 13,000
acres; it will be readily seen that enough might have been as-
signed to each proprietor, and a common territory left, which
would have been a fortune to the district *  We refer to this

* Hon. Josish J. Fisk, who was appointed Comnmissioner to visit the Marshpee In-
dians. in 1833 10 hus Report, (Senat= Document, No 14.18:1) says: " This plantation
consists of 10,600 acres of land, (it has been since suiveyed. and found Lo contain 13 080
acres ) three fourths of which, at least, are said 10 be more or less covered with wood
averaging by estimation. from five to ten cords the ac-e consisung, pnncipally. o’ pitech
pin: aad oak the first, of the value of one dollar, standiny, the latter of the vatae >f two
dol'ars. standiog.  And there 1s a ready markat for all this wood. at the lan ling-places
which lie upon the borders of th: Plantation. By a Roport of Cémm:s::uners made to
the Legi-lature, tn 1813, it appears that this whole terrstory at thal time, was est mazed
at five doltars the acre and the Plantatica was then Seurte:n hundred dollars 1a dsbt.
From the lat- increased value of wood upou the sea-bo:rd, tus t=rritory is thought to
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as one o the mistakes ol past legislation, throwing light wpon
the causes of the present improvident hiabits of the tribe, and sug-

gesting the tmportauce of care in avoiding similar mistakes 1n
future.

The sources of public income are, the interest of the above
amount, about onc hundred dollars a year from salt marshes,
and some small sams from sale of wood from common lands
and from luring out privileges of trout fiching.  The last jtem,
vnder good management, might become of considerable value
to the district. 'The Annual Reports ot the Commissioner, Hon.
Charles Marston, contain so mwnute statements of the sources
of public income to the district, and of 1ts distribution, that we
do not consider it imporrant to enlarge upon this point.

Considerable uneasiness has been expressed n relation 1o
the amouut which the State is called to pay, {rom year to year.
for the support of paupers at Marshpee. The condition of
Marshpee, in this respect, 1s peculiar. The number of foreign-
ers is not unusually large. The per centage of foreigners to
the whole population of the various tribes, 1s as follows -
Chappeqmddic, 7 per cent, Christiantown, 8§, Gay Head,

have nearly dou'.led 1n value: its whale deb: has been paid offl and the iribe have a
balance of nearly a thousand dollars inthe t-casury.” We have no doubt, that, from tue
continued increase of the demand for wood, the value of the territory had the wo d heea
proparly mauaged, would have douni:d sinc: 1833, This appears from the stle of the
wood (rom the Parsonaze, averag.ng about sixteen dollars per acre: so tha: i this pro-
portion, the plantation, under good husbandry, might now have Leen worth, at l=ast,
100,000 dollars  We would not be understocd as hlaminz the pr:s:at Commussioner,
the fault seems to have heen the nnwise conczssion of the Legislature to the importunate
demands of tae Indians, to be allowed the _ntice conrot -f their lands.

We agree however, with the Commissioner. and with the most intellizen- men of -he
tribe, tn the cpin on, that 1t is fortunate that Jus source ol support, 1i the lands must be
thus allolted, is now exhavs:ed. They are now thrown upon the:r own resousces  ant
though 1t wall be long before the bad bhahits formed have been overcome, we have
no doubt better days await them They may now enjoy the blessings of the primal
curse— In the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat Lread. -

We do not question the necessity of a division of th: 'ands, in 1542, Tne mistase
was, in assizaing so large a portion to each proprietor. The Commiss:oner. end others
who were in avor of thedivison opposed th: allouneat of so much  Sutl, ne owning
of the land 1n severalty, for the same reasons as on the Vineyard, has operated fuvors-
bly. The dificulty wil soon rezulate tsell.  As the law allows the tra.-fer of lacd
among themsetves, the indolest and improvident will gradually dispo<: of portions of
thesr lands to the 1nore thrifty, and ~conomical habits will be formed under the notural
laws of distr bution.
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7, Marshpee, 83, But 1t so happens that, at this time, a lam;ge
proportion of the foreigiers at Maishpee ave very aged apd n-
irm  Of the 9 persons, over 70 years of age, 4 are fareigners,
I of wnom is an idiot. Unless the Commontvealili resorts to
a remedy of more than questionable hwmnamty, tle fo cibie rc-
moval of these poor creatures, several of whom are fugitive
slaves, from a community where they meet with sympathy and
kindness, 1t would seem that no counsideration of uiggardly
econumy should prevent the State {rom allowing the district,
1 the language of Mr. Marston, ** the [ull sum actually and nec-
essarily paid for the support of the S:ate paupers”™ The district
ask nothing for the support of native paupers. This class im-
poses a heavy burden upon the distric, especially as practically,
they are unable to assess taxes for thew support. The over-
seers slate, too, that this burden presses the more hea-ily, as
the cost of supporting the county roads, which pass through
their territory, is a serious item.

The amounts paid by the Commonwealth, for the last six
years, are as follows —

1843, 4 . $321 11
1844, . . 317 34
1843, 4 , 290 22
1846, . _ 346 15
1847, . : 146 10
1848, . . 434 50

Total, $2155 42

The amount, it is true, is somewhat large. Tt may be more
a matter of regret, when 1t is reflected that, with a m-re judt.
dicious rule of allotment, 1t might have been avoided still, the
necessity exists; and it seems to us that, until, under the opera-
tion of elevating influences which we do not despair of see-
tng brought to bear upon this people, they become capable of
self support. every consideration of humanity and of pohicy
Even. requ res the adoption of a generous treatment.

One of the largest items of the Sta:e p

: auper account 1s an
appropriation of a dollar and a quarter p

er week, for the sup-
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port of Polly Cetum, a lwatic Staze panper. This individag]
is under the care of Ebenezer Low and wife, who receive -he
above sam from the State. Sheis afflicted with one of e
saddest fo'ms of idiocy, and needs constant caze and watch.
ing. We bear cheerful testimony to thz extreme neatness of
the domestic arrangements of the house where she boards, and
of the apperently untiring efforts of Mr. ai.d Mis. Lov, to minys.
ter to her comfort. They say, and we agree fully with them,
that the sum paid by the State for her support is entirely inad-
equate.*®

One fact may be mentioned here, in relation to *he cause of
panperism. Mr. Oaks A. Coombs, one of the selectmen, told us
that the district had not a single district pauper, exeept such
as are infirm from age or sickness, who is not intemperate
It seems not unreasonable, that, as the v:hite man has intro-
duced the sole cause of pauperism, he should provide liberally
for the result.

There are two schooi distriets. The State appropriates 160
dollats annually for purposes of education, 100 dollars under
the 68th section of the 23d chapter of the Revised Statutes,
providing for the distribution of the school fund, and 60 dollars
from the iacome of the surplus revenue, under section 7th of
the act of March 21st, 1837. The amount appropriated by the
distric:, in addition to the above was, in 1846, §111 97, and in
1847, 850 43. The comm:issioner states, in his reports, that, in
1846, the school was kept in the north district 2§ months in
the winter, at a cost of $64 56. and 3 months in the sum-

* There seemns to he no reason for designating foreigners, residing on Indian lands, a:
* State paupers.’  Tae uniform lemislation of the Stzie bas regzided al. colorzd per-
sons residing upon the Indian lauds, as Indians, and subject Lo all the disabilities of
Indians. As Mr Hallet says, in his argument before :h: Coma.ittee. in 1834, ~* By our
laws, 2 negro it. Boston, who pays 91 50 tox, isa voter, while an lod.zn freehoid:r in
Marshpee 1s put under guardiznship. So tha negro in Boston is free; but, if he moves to
Marshpze, h2 is a minor.” We disfranchise uoth forzizner and natvz; declare them
incapabie of making a contract; deprive them of their earnings ; ailowing them to as-
sess, we take away the power of collecting, tazes for the support of paupers; and then
throwing upon hem_ without & shadow of jusiize for tie discrimination the suppsst of
nalive paupers, we higzle with them upon the questions, whether we shall pay them

for the full support of what we term Stute paupers, or whether we sha:l allow them
forty-nine cents per week.
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mer, at a cost of £33 (u- and  the souwh dr nee ?
1

nonths
11 the winter atacoste” <91 82, and 3 montls n. e sum-
mer - oa cost of %36 40 In addiion, S1Y 57 v oo o for
bonls in 1947, i the north d stici. the wiiter -cl.o6i was
kept 3 monthic. atacost o7 ©02 00U iu the samme 17 wecks
At a co:: 07§37 30, 1 the santh, trater seliool 7 eoks, cost
=55 03 and summer, 12 weeks, cost $27 Gt We el tat
we are compelled to say bt the condrtion oi he ~2hacls, w.d
the benefit derived from tiem, do not seem atall (o conesporil
with the amonnt appropraed to their support —The “amms-
siorer, In histeport of 1810, savs - the namber of siholurs,
detween 4 and 16, in both distiiets, 1s about sicty wd the
weiage avendarce m both schools m -iie vaater, 1sabout {0,
and 1w the summer about 23, 'Tle scuoluis are well supplied
with text boohs * Iu hisreport of 1847, hie says afw st ug
tha' the whale 1unber was apout the same, ¢ Th: a-eraac
attendance 1 both schoils, in the winter, 1s aboui 26, and, w
the suruner about 3)  The scholars are well supp' ed vuh
hool.s In his repoit of 1848, Le savs, the number caiming
abtout the same, “The average atiendance 1n botli, 1 the
wanter, s about 40, aid m the s mmer is about 30 The
schoo houses ars convenient and well located, and the scholars
e well supphied with iext bool:s ~ We have bery w able 1o
Iraw tom obseivation, the inference which wou « seem 10

tollow from the above statements of the commiss.oner

, 1 re-
"auon o the schools

One only ot the schools. 1. _ont 1, vas
hen g kept at the time of our visit. This was taughi by Miss
Lovell a competent white weacher. The atteudanes durng lie
pact summer Lad boen very nreglar, ewing, in soiye dugu;e‘ to
the prevalence of whooping cough. At the tinaf o, vt
enon v viore precent. The whole nun ber who | 1 Uebued
Jditmg e term was 45, (The whole umber of ¢y dren in
hoth di-triets. between the ages of Land 16,15 77)

1bo'tt the school, loolked d seouraging.
beheve th

~vey thug
We awe conpeilid 1o
at almost the whole intercst ttken m the
g1s and e ds m the payn.
lalored v

 lwors be-
‘ntof tle morey  Tleteach 1 nag

th few of those fiendly visits, which as

| 0 imyal-
tant as the aids and jcent «

S0 teaekers o 11 g D
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I’. Hallett. who became interested in this peeple durng the
difficu'ties of 1834, Rev. Mr. Shailer, lately their minister,
and a few others from abroad, were tle only persons who
visited the school during the entire term.

The condition of the tribe, as to religious teaching, is about
the saiie as in regard ‘o schoo!s.  It1s sad to be obliged to say,
that sectarianism or denominationalistu has pushad its own
schemes, at the hazard, if not at the sacrifice, of the welfare
of the Indians. We do not autribute wrong motives, there
have certainly been melancholy mistalies.—The district for-
merly received, from the Trustees of the * Williams Fuud,’
$433 66 annually, being two-thirds of the income of that fund.
This fund, amounting to $13,000, in th.e language of the donor,
was bequeathed ‘“to Cambridge College, in New kngland, or
to suchasare usually employed to manage the blessed work
of couverting the poor Indians, to promote whrch, 1 design this
part of my gift” Rev. Phineas Fish, a congregationalist
mimster. was ordained over the tribe, in 1S11, and continued
their mimster untl 1833, In May 1836, & large number of the
Indians petitioned the President and Fellows of Harvard
College, the trustees of this fund, for the appropiiation of the
whole o: a part of this fund to them, most of the tribe being
Daptists  In July of that year, the Board voted tv pay to
TRev. Phineas Fish, one third of the incorne of :his turd for his
services as missionary, and rcligions teacher aud structor to
the Indians of Marsipee and Hering Pond, and one thud to
the district, to be expended, by the selectinen. under the super-
viston of the commissioner, * in such manuner as sha'l 11 thetr
judgment be best adapted to promote the reiigious nstruction
improvement, and couversion of the Indians of Marshpee they
rendering annually, to this board, an azcoun: of the manner n
which they have appled and expended the money so received,
such account to be first examined by the commis-.oner.” The
principal reason for this change is stated, n the preamble to
the votes, to be, because ‘“a con:iderable nnmber of the Indians
of Marshpee, from vatious causes, not attributable to the de-
fault or neglect of Rev. Mr. Fish, in the discharge of his min-
isterial duties, do not, aud probably will nat. attend on his re-
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ligous astinctions, and will no: denve the benent om dhis
find, . veligions wistevetion and nnpreremert, whe' vasm

tended for them in comiaon wiil. her st of the trhe We
La¢ .0 means of buow . ng bow darz: tdus - enusinoable wma

ber was at that nme ; unldonbredly 1o connitveda it oy lage
mayo-ity of the t~be. Sincs that time the trustees have ap-
prp saeed an-ther thind of the eome of tus fanlto the dis
e This sum of 423 66 con=at s the whoele ~n wint ap-
neaprated [or religious nutruetion  Ta 1839 Tos o't Ames,
w o blind Joe, o native selt made proscier, was m e own
vords, ~ordamed as i nussionary wcording to the Paptist
order.” and “ nreached vouad. " My Fuhvzenpyuig thovesting-
house.  Siice the dismissal of Mi. Fosb thoey nave han several
nun'siers, blind Joz among themm. Last summer Re- My

Wakenield was setued, or employed  The general canplamt
amanz the people. s that the r miv siery do not ¥ 10 the peo-
ple do not beeame aniliar with th o dasly wants. and assist
hem i maling improvements in the r duly pursants Judg-
nz hom the appearance of the cougragauon, ou the Sunday
vien we atrended their chwich. the labors of the muuisters
'aveb 1 noect bairen of beneficial tesults.* Sone fifeen or
“wendy natves were present; and thovrgh, as we were in-
tormicd. the usual attendasee is moeh larger, vet the neglect
“opulihie wwship 1 teo common.  Halits of nen-atterd-nee
it d donng the nomistiy of a single ndividval for t venty;
tven years. aie not casily overcoue  There has been a sad
vart of adipition :n the preaching to tlen spiritna! condi.
o and weats; sl there has been a great chan,  jor (e
Better, e idns aespect. of late years mid 1t efleet 1'.po:m( pro-
ple has been marled —We are nmpre sed <ith the conoyon
tamndelugson our own ebservation and the assurances v e ¢
cx'scdrof tie 721y great unprovements 0 the religiv1s condy.
noi. ol the people with the It ta yers taat h.;e

C 13 01 the
tievaed is L moct Promusmy nald for v yaihfud

DL Ly
Fopate-ediucia ful reme LREI O e A
‘ll roaesteraloa thee veas HoL oy L ) el ’l' l'll [ :
t ) b . " 1N
ineabs L e velars unul ta failye oy | RUBTER ES FRTITIE PP ’
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Mr. Walkedeld seems to have commenced his labors at Marsh.
pee, with an earnest desire to do good ; if theie be connected
with this, frequent pastoral visits, sympathy with their daily
wants, and counsel as to their daily pursuits, we predict the
happiest results from his efforts—The want of a parsonage i3
a serious hindrance to the efficiency of the miuster’s labors.
He is now obliged to reside at too great a distance from the
people.  We trust that, through the liberality of the State, orof
benevolent individuals, this difiiculty will, before long, be
remedied *

The Legislature has no control over the disposition of the
“ Williams Fund ;” bat we trust it will not be considered out of
place for us to suggest to the trustees of that fund the propricty
of inquiring into the expediency of adopting a arfferent rule for
its appropriation. We doubt, whether the present mode of ap-
propriaiion comes within the scope ot the intentions of the do-
nor. Rev. Mr. Fish is now the minister of a white congrega-
tion. This fund, with the addition of 3200, granted annually
by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel among the In.
dians,} constitutes his whole salary, with the exception of such

# The place and occasion were fitted to awalken the most interestinz memories, and
10 enkindle the most ennobling inspiration. The me:ting-house is sitnated in a secluded
spot, surroundad by the [ew  brave ola oaks' which time and Mammon have spared.
The graves of ** the rude forefathers” of the tribie are beneath our fect as we step upon
the tareshold; the spirits of Eliol and Mayhew are among the ¢ great cloud of wit.
nessas’’ 1o our solema services. It seems impossible not to catch someithing of the
spirit of the apostle to the Indians, now gentle and winning as the accents of Cairary,
now tertible as tha denunciations of Sinai,—' guet verba tof jrudniinz, 85 meny thucder-
bolts as words.”?  We mourn that he left not his maantle behind him.—One fezwre of
the service lelt a (resh and pleasant impression. 1t was the appearance of Mr. Amos.
the native preacher. He was one of the choir; and, when he struck the first note upon
his accordecn, the associations of so novel an :n:trument, we confess, somewhzi dis-
wurbed aur notions of propriety; but, ashe warmzd to the serviz:, and stood tall and
manly, with o phrenological develop:nent which Spurzheim mizht have envizd, with
his f2ce tumed to heaven, and his sightless sockets swimminz with tears, he seemed
Lthe very persanification of the lofiiest spirit of rapt d:vation.

+ This society is probably one of thz oldest private corporations in this ~ou:ry. It
act of incorporation was passed hy the Lezislature of the Commonwealth in 1757 und:r
the nnme of ** The Society for Piopazating the Gospel among the Tndians and sthers in
North America.” It gives us plensure to say, that the managers of this Societv. az ~veil
as the T:ustess of the ** Williams Fund, * have uniformly exhibited a dispasition 10 yield
to the denominational preferences of th: lndians, both at Marshpee and on the Vine: a1d
2nd to allow them to choos2 their own minister, upon the scle condition that he shoule

y
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voluntary contribt tions as his hearers choose to mAake. .'I'he
average attendance of Indians upon his preaching is beheved
not to exceed five or six® It would seem that th2 good to be
expected from his labors, ““in the blessed worl ot converting”
this number of ¢ poor Indians,” hardly justifies the annual ap-
propriation of between 400 and 500 dollars. This mode of ap-
propriazion is, unquestionably, very satisfactory to the white
congregation, who, literally, receive the Gospel - without money
and witlout price”’ The justice of the airangement we re-
spectfully submit, 1s a ma:ter woithy of the consider ntion of
the trustees.

From the argument of Hon. B. F. Hallatt, before a comm.it~
tee of the Legislature, in 1834, we gather the following siatis-
tics of the tr:he :—In 1767, the population was 202 In1771u
was 327, of whom, 14 were negroes married to Indians. Tn 1832,

give good pram se of usefulness —We notice that, st a late mecting of th= Buard of Over-
seers of Harrard College, a distinguishad member of the Board propo.-d tha: en apphi-
cation should be made to the Supreme Coutt or 1o the Legis ature, for len-e 10 appro-
priate thesneome of the * Willams Fuad™ 1o the support of a College Prafessorship of Di-
vinity, at Cambnidge. We would sugiul that it wosld b= as well to include the furds ot
the Society f{or Propagating the Gospel :mong the Indians. Itis hardly wortl wlile “ to
meke two bites of a cherry.  True, the managers of this Soziety mizht ehjec. But
that would be & trifing obstacls  The clearly expressed intentions of the dead nre to be
disregarded - why not the rights of the liviny 1 Besides. the end sanctifies the mean:.
It would only be » very “pious fraud.”” We take the hiberty also, 10 suggest. that the
most appropriate day for th: cansummation of this purpase would he the date of the
will of R=v. Daniel Williams ziving this fund for the * blessed work of converting the
paor Indisns - —Seriously we hav: no fea: that this proposition will be adopted, 1t pub-
lic aitestion is dicezted to s acture; but we leel that we are :atitled . in behalf o’ the
- poor Indians * to enter their pratest, in advance, agaiust it as 2 misappropriation of ibe
property of the Indians. and a violation of thz intentions of the donor.

* Oa the Sunday n September when we a:tended his church, one Indian wa- present
On Sunday. February 11th 1849 five were present.  We have made carcfu! incuiry, and
thearera~e ati:nd:nce is put, by our differen: :aformants, from 510 10. Oge of our cor.
respondents. who stat-s the facts as known to him, by attznding Mr Fisli's hurch and
trom 1nquiry of thes: who attend constantly says- " On las Sinda, (February 1)
five were prasent. Ilearn, upoa inquiry of them who a:tend there constantly. that th-
average attend:ne- is 5 0: 8. Th:teare som=umes hut 2 or 3
above Mr:. Amo. and Mrs. Wil 1ams, are v:ry constant
ny ss adozen i aitendance

The - wo women named
Sometimes ther are as ma-
ond th-re are about 20 who sometimes attend th re '~
We think that ustice 0 the Indian; requires that these fects :hauld be known. To all
8Pp ications for appropriatious fo- their benefit, the uaiform answer has lieen—" See
wh.tlarze amounts ha-e been 2pp-opriated by these beneve! -nt sucictizs, and then .ee

Bow litt)- z00d has been done.” Tne true «nswer should te given—tiiese sums have not
beea expended for the ladians
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it was 315, of whom 16 were negroes In 1348, 1t is 205, of
whom 26 are forc.guers, all negroes o mul-ttoes.

For the last six years, we find that the prineipal expenditures
of the district have been as {ollows —

1843 1844  1B45. 1846  1847. 1843
For the poor, $539 15 $611 08 $616 25 8718 00 777 22 $T4761 §4011 32

- scheols, 25278 23532 27125 27897 23743 17376 1449 5]

13

roads &% 14929 4502 63922 10512 52633 17lav 127558
brdges,

For select-
men’s ser- 14500 14500 14500 1:500 9000 9000 70000
vices

Comm'rs and

treasurer’'s } 10000 10000 8000 8500 B8500 5500 54500
services,

Clerk'ss-rvices, 1500 1607 1675 1500 52 B2
Incidental. 7000 4502 5664 23833 6003 10973 42975

58533 98
Diring that time. they have received from the State, as fol-
lows :—
1843,  1844. 1845. 1846, 1847 1848
School Fund, $100 00 §100 00 $100 00 §100 00 $100 00 §100 00 §600 00

Surplus, 5500 5500 6000 ©000 BOOO 6000 35000
State paupers, 321 11 31734 29022 346 15¢ 446 10 434 50 2155 42

Total, . 43105 42

Add to this, amount paid Charles Marston, and N. Hincl ley,
n 1543, commussioners for dividing Marshpee lands, $905 50,
amount paid the same, and S. Hinckley, in 1545, 8226 37,
for bnidge, $140, and we have a total of $4377 29. appropriated
by the State for the last six years.—Deducting, from the whole
amount of expenditures, $8533 98 the amount included in
these tems, appropriated by the State, $3105 42. and we have
the sum of $5428 56, which the support of their miernal at-
fairs has cost the district, being an average of §904 7S, pe:
year, equal to a tax of §15 87, upon every tamily, or §2 96
upon every man, woman, and chiid, n the distict. We are

= Of this amount, 3116 20 was pzid back in 184

This red..tion would shga.ls
vary the resul..

N\

681



AN
1819 ] HOUSE—No. 46. 37

not sure that this is not larger than the average paid by the cit-
izens of the State, enjoying all the privilegesof cinzenshnp,—\’\f_e
do not think the gnardiats of the State treasury need be seri-
ously alarmed. Especially when we compare this paltry sum
of 1377 29, witn the princely donatons which the State has.
during that time, made to her public chantable and benevolent
1nst tutions, we cannot believe® that tt e too long oppre:sed rem-
nants of the red men will form the only exception to the gener-
ous treatment, which it has been the piide and the glory of the
Commonwealth to e:tend to the degraded and unfortunae.
This tribe have no partic 1lar grievances to present.  Litiga-
tion among themselvss is very rare. They suffer inconvenience
from the encroachment of the whites upon their fishing privi-
leges. For the adjustment of these, however, under the coun-
sels of the commissioner and with the aid of legislation which
may result from their petition to the present Legislature, ade-
quate provision already exists. The intelligent men of the
tribe hope that the time may come, when their political and
civil disabilities may be removed. For the present, they sug-
gest no material alteration of the system. They feel that they
have not realized, from the act of 1834 all the benefit they
expected. The difficulty is rather in the mode of administra-
tion than in the system itself. The misfortune is, that eleva-
ting influences have not been brought to bear upon them, which
should gradually prepare them for the privileges of citizenship.
We feel that we should neglect our duty, did we not give our
testimony to the wonderful improveinent which has taken place
at Marshpee, since the passage of the act of 1834, Previous
to that time, they were indolent, ignorant, improvident, intem-
perate, and licentious. It is not strange that so general a dis-
trust was enertained, at that tme, of their ability to marage
the.v internal affairs.  But we believe 1t 1s admilled now, even
by those who most earnestly upposed that law, that the exper:-
ment has succeeded ; and, though the result may not be all that
the most sanguine dreamed, yet, all circumstances considered
1t has been all that could rationally be expected. That act
provided for the withdrawal of the depressing and degrading
induen-es of the gnardianship systern, prolection agamst the
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extortions of greedy and unprincipled speculators, and the par-
tial removal of civil disabilities. All they need now 1s, judi-
cious counsel and encouragement, in managiug their schools, 1n
introducing farther improvements in agnculture and 1 their
domestic arrangements; aud, above all, the opening ol the way
to complete civil and political eniranchisement. With these in
fluences fully at work, we feel entirely confident, that, in a few
years, the district of Maishpee may elaim a place by the side
of the other towus of the Commonwealth.

We cannot close the examination of the cond tion of his
tribe in more appropriate language than the following eloquent
appeal of the tribe, in their memorial to the Legislature 1n
1834:—* We do not know why the people of this Common-
wealth want to cruelize us any longer; for we are sure that our
fathers fought, bled, and died, for the liberties of their now
weeping and suffering chi'dren, the same as did your rathers
for their children, whom ye are, who ars now s.tung to make
laws to suit your own convenience, and secure your liberties
Oh! white man! white man! the blood of our fathers spilt
in the revolutionary war, cries from the ground of our native

soil, to break the chains of opprzssion, and let our children go
free !

Herring Pond Tribe.

The terntory of this tribe is 1n the easterly part of Plymouth
a small porton lyng in tne westerly part of Sandwich.

It incluages abont 2500 acres, of which about 100 acres a-e
owned in severalty. The whole number of the tribe 15 55 #

Families, . : < 12

Males, . ) . 28
Females, . . . 27

Natives, ) . ) 49
including several from Marshpee and Yarmouth.
Foreigners, . . , 6

Under 5 years, 5

From 5 10 10 9

* See Appenciz A
/

683



1519] HOUSE—No 46 39

From 10 to 21, 15

21 10 30, 22

¢ 50 to 74, 1

¢ TOand over, 2
Aged 70 and 90.

(D4

At sea,

Tle pursuits of s tribe are smlar 1o those of the othet
tribes. ‘There is one house-carpenter.  Their cond:tiom 1s mineh
super-or to that of their neighbors at Marshpee.  Lhey live
comfortable houses, and will compare favorably wih the Chris-
tantown tribe 1 the aits anlecomforts of life. Their stock
consists of 2 horses, 3 horned cnttle, 6 swine, and about 1U0
tovls They are genera'ly fiee from debt, and ‘he rule for
div duag the land is the came as at Gay Head, each one appro-
priatng such as lie needs, under the direction of the treasuner.
Fortunately, the conmon lands have never been divided, as
we-e those at Marshpee, and they form the source of a fund
unow amounting to $2511 69, and, under the judicious man-
agement of Mr Marston, (the act of 1834, pro..ding that the
Conm ss.orer of the Maishpee Indians shall be triasurer, and
quas’ guardian of the Herring Pond Indizns,) this amount 1s
mcreasing, from year to year. From the reports of the treas-
urcr, ve find that the net receipts from the sale of wood from

the commnn lands, for the last fie years, have been as fol-
lows —

1544, . , 4324 91
1815 156 98
1846 . , 267 26
1817 . 24 58
1848, . 703 24

Total, 32106 97

The plantation is frec from debt, and, m pecur. ar matters
1s independeni—A con.parison ot the amount of téll’xton'y A
Herrivg Pond, with tha: at Maishpee, will show what migle:
have ben the condition ot the Maishpee tnbe, but for the un-

fortunzte division of the lands of thar tribe  Insteal of being
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i 1is present state, 1t might have been, at least, as independent
as the Herring Pond tribe.

The whole amount paid by the State to the nlan-ation, for
the s::pport of State paupers, and indeed for all purposes what-
eve:, for the last six vears, 1s $169 52 The average cost per
year, for scveral years past, of supporting the poor, has been
about 3110

The state of their school is somewhat better thar. at Marsh-
pee; but, owing to similar causes, 1s {ar from what it should
be. Tle number of children, between the agesof 4 and 16 is
23 The school was not open when we were there. It is kept
from four to six mouths, each year. They receive :romn the
State 38 dollars per vear, for purposes of education: 20 dollars
from the school fund, and 18 dollars from the income of the
surplus revenue. In addition to this amount, irom 70 to 80
dollars 1s appropriated annually, from the funds of the planta-
tion. for the school.

The other principal items in the expenditures of the planta-
tion are for medical services, and the salary of the commis-
sioner and ireasurer. Forty dollars per year 1s paid from the
funds of the plantation, for medical advice. Eightyv dollars per
year 1s paid to Mr. Marston, for his services as commissioner
and treasurer.

They have no regular preaching. By an arrangement with
Rev. Phineas Fish, growing out of his tormer missionary rela-
tions to -he Marshpee tribe, he is under obligation to preach for
them on= sixth of the time. Living, as he docs. some 14 miles
from the plantation, he very seldom sees them, except on this
sixth Sunday, which 1s a sort of day of jubilee to this poor peo-
ple Mr. Amos has preached for them, more or less, of lace
years, occasionally, a stranger breaks to them the b.ead of
life, but owing to the waut of continued pastoral visits and
counsels, their teligious privileges are of the smallest possibe
benefit. They feel that “no man cares for their souls” We
hope that their improving pecumary condition wiil, before long,
justify tte appropriation of something to puiposes of religious
teaching. We hope, especially. that the appropriation, made by
the * Trustees of the Williams Fund,” and by the Society for
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the Piopagation of the Gospel among the Indians. ‘wx‘ be‘ :
arranged as to secure to the © poot Indians” the entire scrvices
of a Christian missionary. -

The Herring Pond Indians are a quiet, industrious, tempeme
people. The chuldren are unusually mtelhigent and intes esting.
The Mrs. Fletcher, Blackwell, Gardner and Bartlett are sis-
ters fiom Yarmouth, of the maiden name of Lindsay. The
families, in which they are wives and mothers, comprise 24 in-
dividuals, nearly half the tride; and their condition elevates
very much the average of the intelligence of the tribe  As a
tribe, they are under the same disabilities, civil and political, as
the Marshpees, in a sad state of consc.ous depression, lgnorani
almost of the nature, entirely of the remedy, of the social pro-
scription which crushes them and their races.

The Troy or Fall River Indians.

The territory occupied by this tribe, is within the limits of
the town of Fall River, some 3 or 4 m les from the village. The
whole amount of territery 1s about 190 acres, of which about
20 acres are owned in severalty, and the remainder held in
common. The soil is generally good ; but the indolent and im
provident habits of the tribe render it of little use to them a:
means of support. The population of the tribe 15 37 =

Families, . . 10
Males, . : : 17
Females. : : 20
Natives, . . . 29
Foreigrers, &
Under 5 vears. 1
From 3 to 10, . 2

10 to 21, g

21 to 50, ‘ . 1%

50 to 70, . . . 10
Over 7u, . : . 1

Cynthia Cuffee born in Westport, aged 74.

At sea . : 4

* Nee Appendis A
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Eighteen or twenty of the above, who are considered as be-
longing to the tribe, do not live on the territory. Many of
them will probably never return, unless it should be to claim a
portion of the territory, in case of a division.—The means of
subsistence are mostly day labor. The whole stock of the tribe
consists of 2 pigs and 20 or 25 fowls. They have no public in-
come, (except some 25 or 30 dollars a year from reni of pasture
lands,) no schools and no preaching. Oi the five children un-
der 16 years of age, 4 are bastards, belonging to a family not
residing on the Indian lands.

The present guardian, Benj. ¥'. Winslow, Esq, was appointed
in May last, under the resolve of April 16, 1836, authorizing
the governor tofill the vacancy in said guardianship whenever
it should occur. The salary of the guardian, so 1ar as we can
learn, is not fixed by law. The usual sum allowed, of late
years, has been $35 00 yearly. —It might be expected. from the
above statement of the condition of the tribe. that the appropri-
ations by the State, for the support of their paupers, have been
large. For the five years previous to 1848, they have received
from the State the following sums —

1843, . . . &107 69

1844, . : : 155 82

1845, . . . 76 30

1846, . . : 140 83

1847, . : . 252 40

Salary of guardian, for five years, 165 00
To Iolder Wordell, in 1848, upon fina:

settlement of guardian’s account, 214 66

Total for 6 years, 81122 90

The case of this tribe is clearly one in which the benefits of
the system of guardiansnip have not been commensurate with
its expenses. ¥

The Dudley Tribe.

The territory of this tribe, amounting to about 30 acres 1s1n
the town of Webster. It has never been divided. The terntory

* Appendix D
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i ‘ f the town of

rginally. occupied by the tribe lay in the centre o
;ﬁg‘ v Thispwns sold, some years since, by order of the Leg-
islature, and the present territory purchased for them. The
balance of the proceeds of the land has been expended. The

whole number of the tribe is 48.%

e 43”:’ Families, about . . 11
‘{f’fu _'“ﬁﬂes, . 22
4L, ;‘“:""Il*’%uiales, 24
Unknown, 9

Natives, 40

S Foreigners, 8
1% .+ Ubder 5 years, . 6
in fag £ 10m 5 to 10, e
e 0 0o, 8
e ‘hglw 50 921
v Lag, & ! 1
g 2l 561 70, 5

-,th't'q'x;n K ‘(’@5:5 70, . . . 1laged 74
zbAbdut halfhwf-ithe number live on the territory.  This tribe
m@@h@mlqwer:déep than any other inthe State. A few
Mmgmy,cumvating their land, and by going
gwﬁpmmwaubmt upon the bounty of the State,
udheiitashisdi %diFhey-have no schools and no preaching,

e £7 LD

s Geiatpravident; and degraded to the lowest degree,
&WW@@& itfom the State, as follows —

542 smis{g‘g’,,.!?x;, ) . $101 97
R 1:8’44,“ v ) . 146 99
e gl < ) . 507 48
b 1847, . , . 85 22
Balary of gdardian 5 years, . 250 00
1848, . . . 213 844
1305 50
. 500 00 t
1805 50

The guardian 15 appointed, under the resolye of Feh. 24, 1829
® Lppeadix A
t Ingladiog salary of guzrdian and s29 ~
¥ For repairs of buildings.

:, to Dagiel Daws, for medical advice.
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and his salary, 50 dollars annually, was established by resolve
of April 16, 1836. The present guardian was appointed in 1847.

The Huassanamisco, or Grafion Tyibe.

This tribe are found in Grafton. The whole territory in
Grafion, besides small amounts owned by individuals in ad-
joining towns, is 25 acres. They have no common lands. The
number of the tribe is 26.%

Families, . . . 5
Males, . . . . 12
Females, . . . 14

About two thirds of the above number may be regarded as
residing on the territory. Generally, the Grafton Indians are
industrious, temperate, and comfortable. They had formerly a
respectable fund; but it was totally lost, while in the hands of
a former trustee. By the resolve of April 9, 1839, an appropri-
ation of $50 00 annually, for ten years, was placed in the hands
of the judge of probate, for Worcester County, to be applied, at
his discretion, for their benefit. In addition to this sum, they
have received from the State, in 1845, 30 dollars, and in 1847,
10 dollars. The State is still indebted to the tribe for the fund
which was lost under her management.—Of course, this tribe
has no separate schools, or preaching. Their childien attend
the public schools. They will soon undoubtedly lose their
individuality, and become merged in the general community.—
Their annuity expires this year. If there should be a necessity
of continuing it or any portion of it, it will be provided for,
under the general recomnmendation we shall have the honor 1o
submit, towards the close of the report.

The Punkapog Tribe.

The remnant of the Punkapog Indians reside in Canton and
Stougnton. The number is 10:—

Males, . . . . ) 4
Females, . . . . , 6 -
* Appendix A
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They nave 1o i.nds and no property of any | lnd,,lhe last
of iheir lauds havig been 50 d by e.r guardian, Hon Thomas
French a few years ago, and the whole of ‘lhe plocceds havig
heen expended in support of the poor. With few excepuions.
they are industnous, temperate, and capablu of sapjoitng
dem elves Four have of late received aid as State paupers
but one of them has lately died, one l.as comeinto the recelp:
of a pension from the general goverament foi military ser.ces
of her deceased husband. and another wilo has long beea
very feeble health, has ecovered. The amount needed from
the State will probably be materially less hereafter. The
amoun’, paid by the State for  years, has been as follows ' —

Fur support of paupers, . : 8901 72

The salary of guardian was fixed, in 1847, at 50 dollars
annually. In 1846, tne sum of 200 dollars was pad to the
suardian i full, for services for 20 years to that time

The Natick Tribe

We have taken no statistics of the Naticle Indians There
area few in and about Natick with more or less of the blood of
this t:ibe in their veins, and others scattered over the Stale; but
1t 1s now several years since they have asked anv aid from the
State and they will prabably never ask more. Practically, the
tnibe 1s extinet.  The last of their lands were sold under the
Resolve of March 4, 1528 —I'nere 1s a fund in the haads of
Ehjah [Perry, Esg., their guardian, ansing from the :ale of
these lands, amounting to $1,291 13. The present guvardian
was apnonted 10 1838, at which ume the fund aiiouatea to
81,226 86 Since that ume, DMy Perry has apn opialed.
annually, « certain ndividnals belonging to the tribe. none
of whom now reside in Nauck, small sums, amounting very
nearly ‘o the income of the fund.—By a resolve of Febru-
ary 27, 1810, the governor is anthorized to appoint the giardi-
ans to the Natck Indians. By a resolve of June 11, 1814,
this au-hority i1s -enew=d, wuth the acaition, ‘the guaidian
thus appointed shall be held to render an account annhua'ly
to the governor and council.’ By a resolve of February 13,
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1819, the guardians are * authorized to expend and appropnate,
under the direction of the overseers of the poor of said town,
all or any part of the funds in their hands, belonging to said
tribe; and a certificate, under the hands of said overseers, of
the expenditure and appropriation of said funds, shall be a
sufficient voucher for said guardians in the settlement of their
accounts as such.” Through a misapprehension of his dutes,
M. Perry has rendered no such account since his appointment.
He has presented to us a statement of the amount of this fund
at the time of his appointment in 1838, and of the sums appro-
priated by him since that time, accompanied by a certificate of
its correctness from the selectmen of Natick. He has allowed
six per cent. inierest, and has charged two per cent on the
amount of the fund for his services. The fund is invested at
the discretion of the guardian, and upon h.s personal security.
As far as we can judge, Mr. Perry has managed this fund judi-
ciously ; still, as the State holds it in trust for the benefit of the
Indians, it will not be regarded asintimating a suspicion of Mr.
Perry’s integtity or responsibility, to express the opinion that
something more than individual Liability should be required for
the security of the fund.

The Yarmouth Indians.

This remnant of the Yarmouth Indians reside in Yarmouth.
They have no Indian territory, their lands having been many
years ago sold to the whites. The Indians allege that these
lands were illegally conveyed, they not hav.ng power to sell
tnem without the consent of the Legislature. Whetna: this be
s0, and whether possession gives the while occupants a utle 1o
the lands. are questions which we have not assumed to decide.
These Indians have generally intermarried with the whites,
they have not received or asked aid from the State for manv
years, and most of them gain, by their own industry, an hones’t
and comfortable living. Practically, they are a part of the
general community.

The whole number is. . ) 58=
Males, . : : ‘ 32
Females, 26

* S:e Appendix A,
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Recapitulation
Chappeqmddic. : 85
Chrnistiantown, i;q
Gay Head . 1,?
Marshpee. , _ 305
Herring Pond, 5—:
Fall Ruver, . . . 27
Dudley, . _ ‘ 43
Grafton. . , ) 26
Punlkapog, , ‘ 10
Yarmouth. X . 58

Total number in the State, not includ-
ing the Natick tribe. . , . 847

The following note is from the life of Eliot 1n Spatls's
American Biography. Among the Massachusetts Indians are
mcluded the Nipmuck, whase territorv now embiaces 1he
towns of Oxford, Uxbridge, Dudley, Webster, and Woodstock.
the Nanck, Nonautum, Neponset, Wamesit, (now Tewks-
bury ) and Punkapog, and some smaller tribes.

" The tollowing estimate of the whale number of ‘Praying
Indiaus, m 1764 15 1alen fiom Judge Davis's Note 1o Mor.
tou's Memorial, (pp. 4U07-415.) where may be seen furthe

statements of the situation and number of the Christian patives
at subsequent periods :—

In Mas:achusetts. under the care of Mr Ehot. . 1,100

In Pl menty Colon- by Mr Bourne's and Cotton's ac-
count,

: A : : 53
\dditoral number, under Cotton’s carz, in Plymouth ’
Colon 170
On Nantuclet, ) . : . 300

On Marha g Vineyard and Chappequiddic, under (he
care of the Mayhews, . : 1.500
Toral, . . 3‘5

1 - .
Upoii a review of thi: wholi marie- onc subject seams ¢-
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demand, bath from its importance and {rom the prominence it
held in the motives vhich led to the appointm=1t of ihis com-
nussion especial cons deration. We reler to

The Pawuper Question.

Ve do not share in the alarm which somne scem to feel, in re-
gard to the amount of appropriations to the poor Indians It
appears, tnat, for the six years from 1843 to 184S, icclusive, tne
whole amount, paid by the Commonwealtn, on account of the
Indians, was . ' $10,059 25
Of this amount there was paid to the commis-

sioners for dividing Marshpee lands. $ 1131 87
Salaries of guardians, : : 1715 00

————2846 87

[.eaving, as the amount received by the Indians, $7212 38
being an average of 1202 06 annually, or about one dollar and
a halfto each individual. The total yeaily cost of the State gov-
ernment 1s about 900,000, or one dollar to each indiv.dua' in
the State. We submit, that 900,000 citizens, who erjoy all the
privileges of citizenship, at a cost of one dollar per year, onght
not to complain of the burden of paying one dollar and a half
per year to the 800 persons who are kept in a state of complete
polit.cal and civil disfranchisement. It would be difficuli, we
trust to find SO0 citizens of the State, who wounld submit to the
same d.sabilities, for fifty cents a year.

~* But the 900,000 citizens contribute to the support ot the
government” So would the 800, but for the almost immemo-
rial unjust legislation of the State towards them.

But, be the cost of supporting them grezter or less, we take
the ground. that the State owes it to them, not as a gratu:ty, but
as a debt which cannot be honorably, or even honestly, evaded
We ha e brought them into their present condition The ais-
abilities under which we have placed them, while they de-
clare thew unfitness to perform the duties, have produced and
perpetrated their unfnitness to beai the burdens, of eizensh p.

The history of all conquered and proscribed races and classes,

693



—No. 46. 49
1849.] HOUSE—No

illustrates the impossibility of elevau‘n_g.suchIl'HiQSS az;lnzlrlasi?é
while under civil and politicgl d}sab;}lltl}fliisé colm‘lt:y o theglan-
principal objects of the co}lonlzT;Lon of Massachusetts Bay, that
gusge of the charter of the co ¢ f the colonists may win
“ the good life and orderly conversation of the 0 A
incite the natives of the country to the ]‘“07”1“333 and obed-
and incito d and Savior of mankind and the Chris-
e Oi'. e ;nls}: t::zgoro;:l intention and the adventurer's free
ua:fet:i!:r;tsltché principal end of this plantation” But, until
f;e couve,rsion of the Indians was accomplished. they were
treated ' 8s heathen, and, of course, unfit to _be mer.nbeys of a
Christian Commonwealth. The early colgqlal !gglslauon in
regard to ths Indians was dictated by the spirit whxch excl‘nfied
ail, except members of the church, from any agency mApohnAcaI
or eivil affairs. The progress of civil and eccl%}astlfzgl-llberallty
has released all but the Indian from these disabilities. The
dAfrican, the Turk, the Japanese, may enjoy, in Massgchusens,
all the ptivileges of American citizenship. The Indian along,
the desdendant of monarchs, is 2 vassal in the land qf his
fathers.. Even 'the Declaration of Independence, the Bill of
Rigtlits; dnnState Gonstitution, brought no deliverance {ron'l op-
préskian; po.racagnition of ymalienable rights, no constitutional
gnarantees 4o the poar Indian.—The inconsistency of our past
and present treatment of the Indians, with the whole spirit, and,
indeed»witl"the letter of our constitution, is so well exhibited by
Mr. Hillett, in hisargument before referred to, that we offer no
apology for taking the following extracts, as applicable to aj]
the Indians in the State:—

“They must be either hereditary vassals, or servants by
right of conquest, or public enemies held as hostages and pris.
oners, or paupers, or persons individually, pot collectively, in-
capacitated and non compos mentis, or citizens "

The constitution recognizes no distinet;
civil 1nability in classes or communities,
ment to be a ¢ social compact, hy
nants with each citizen, and each
that all shall be governed by certaj
‘ In the second article of the 1st

7

on of color, and no

It declares govern.
which the whole people cove-
citizen with the whole people,
n laws, for the common good.”
chapter, it leaves al| the rights
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of citizenship to every male inhabitant, of twenty-one years and
upwards, possessing certain property qualifications, ** and, to ve.
move all doubt concerning the meaning of the wo.d iihabitant
in tlus constitntion, every person shall be considered an inhabi-
tant in that town, district, or plantaiion, where he dwelleth or
hath his home.”

Inhabitant and ciuzen, thercfore, are synonymous terms, vith
the sole exception of aliens, paupers and peisons wder zuardi-
anship, that is, under guardianship by general laws, affectiag
all citizens who come under their provisions, and not by spec'al
laws made for a whole community, without discrimination.

2. The Maishpee Indians are not ali>ns. They are not a do-
mestic nation, as the Cherolkees are declared to be, by the su-
preme court of the United States. Thney ha~enorgh's secured
by treaty, and no other rights than those of property and person,
applying to them as to all otherc:tizers.

3. They are r.ot our vassals, slaves, or servan!s. They were
r.ot conquered by our rathers, but were the friends of the whites,
befote che war of the revolution, and. 1 that war, fough: on cu ¢
side, for which some of them now receive pensions.

4 Are they paupe:s? They cannot come under th s head.
for they are all freeholders in comumon, and the law permittn g
them to take the poor debtor’s oath, makes an express exception
of their landed property.

5. Are they incapacitated? Not naturally. They are not
non compos mentis  How then are thzy ineapaciated? To
jusufy the placing of the property and person o the citizen un-
der gna-dianship, he must individually beircapactate]l. Every
mdiv.dual of the Marshpee tribe must then be proved to be in.
cap~ciated, to ju:ufy taling away his nghis of yerson ava
property, and they must be pliced vrder the geical laws of
guardianship. You ccunot declure a whole coramunity to be
incapacitated from the exercise of 1adividna’ nghts. As it
regalds the Marshpee Indians as a community, 1t is false rea-
sonng to tale 1t fo- granted that they areincapable of self-
government ; because they have never had a ‘air opportunity of
testig their capacity, and because, they are now as well in-
formed and as temperate as many of the vlan‘asions were,
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wheun originally incorporated into towns. ‘On what principle,
then, 1s 1t, thai there has always besn a distinction between the
laws made for governing the Indians, and those u?ade for the
whole people, when the constitution declares lh,ill “all shall be
governed by certain laws for the common‘good‘ »

It began in the necessity of guarding against the hos»uhty of the
Ii.dian tribes; but this aecessity ccased to exist, (1f 1t ever did
exist in relation to the Marshpee tribe,) long beforz the revolu-
tion. Now, by what process of reasoning can it be shiown, that
the Indian habitants of this Commonwealth, vere not n-
cluded in the first article of the bill of rights ! viz.. “ All men
are born free and equal, and have certain natural, essential, and
unalienable rights ; among which may bo reclioned the right of
enjoying and defending their lives and liberties; that of ac-
quinag. possessing, and protecting property ; 1 fine, that of
secking and obtaining their safety and happiness.”

We dwell upon this point, not to indulge in useless fault-find-
ing or regrets over past legislation, but for the purpose of direct
ing attention to these disabilities as producing and perpetnating
the degradation of the Indians, and so constituting a claim upon
thie State which has established, and which stll sustains, the
system. No man can say what would have heen the present
condition of the Indians, but for these disabilities It will not
do to say that the Indian is incapable of improvement. The
exper ment has never been fairly tried.  Efforts have been made
to Christianize and elevate them ; and we are gravely told, that,
because they always have failed, therefore, they always must
farl; put, 1t seems to have been forgotten that the effect of
these efforts Lias always been controlled by the crushing influence
of cvil and political disability, and, as a neces:ary result of
the-e, ot social proscription. Itis,as Frederick Douglass says in
relation to the incapacity of the African race for improvement
—himsell an eloguent refutation of the falsity of the affirma-
tion . —‘Sixteen mil.ions of Anglo-Saxons grind to the very
dust three millions of Africans Take your heels off of our
recks, and see 1f we do not rise "—We have treated the Indians
ije:rta:gs’uf::f& vassal‘sv, slaves. We have taken the manage-

© propert; and have allowed 1t to be squandered
and lost. We clajm the right to dispose of their persons, giving
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their gnardians the power to bind theni out, 8s miniors, angd 1q
appropriate the proceeds of their labor, at their own almogy
irresponsible discretion.  That this power has not been abused
is owing to the character of the guardians, and (0 a state of
pubiic opinion, which, unfortunately, has not yet nfused itself
into the laws. Can we hesitate, as to the duty of the.Com.
monwealth to those whom Chief Justice Parker terms ¢ the
unfortunate children of th:e public!”

We need not argue the question of the legal obligation of the
Commonwealth to provide for the Indians. In the case of
Andover vs. Ganton, (Mass. Reports, vol. 13, p. 5347.) that mat.
ter was adjdicated upon and settled by the supreme t:ibunal
of the State. The following ex:racts, from the decision of Chief
Justice Parker, are pertinent and important, alike from tie legal
principles settled and the humane spirit which characterizes
them. *It is notan admissible idea, that a trite of Indians, of
whom the Legislature had assumed the gua:dianship, whosz
land or other property is talen into public custody, and even
whose labor is disposed of, without consalting the iuhabitants
of the town within which they may dwell, should become
chargeable to the town, in case of poverty. merely because they
lived within its limits. There 1s always supposed 10 be a
tonsideration, past or present, for the obligations of towas to
rest upon, in the support of paupers. They have received some
berefit fror) their property or that of their ances:ors, by taxa-
tion, or otlerwise; and they may dispose of them in service.
But with respect to this tribe of Indians, the town of Canton
could never have received a beuefit in any way, havirg no
right to tax their property or their polls. or to dimmish the ex-
pense of supporting them, by placing thein out ar szrvice.

Probably the Legislature will consider the remaining :ribes
and parts of tribes of aboriginals, which yet remuin within the
confines of this Commonwealth, as the unfortunate children of
the public, entitled to protection and support, when their means
of subsistence fail, and when it shall be found that they are in-
capable of civilization, so far as to te admitted as citizens.

Such seem to have been the humane views of the successive
Legislatures of the Colony, Province, and Commonwealth ; they
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having. at various times, empowered agents o talie {:Mc of the
lands which were allowed 10 be the property of nauve I dxans )
and, in several mstances, having provided teans for tl &it 9}1p~
port, comfort and mstrucvon. It certamly would be n;orrc ‘w or-
thy of the hberal chiaracter of tins Coramonwealth. to nate a
general and permanent provision for the maintenance af such
of the tribes, or wdiv.duals of the tribes as shall be brovght to
md gence, than (o throw the unequal burthen upon the towns
where they may have chicfly resided; those towns net only
never having derived any benefit ‘rom their labor or property;
but, on the contrary, having generally suflered disadvzatage
from having considerable landed property exempted from tax-
ation aud from the unsettled habits and manners of s ich a pop-
ulation. It seems te us therefore, that. from every con:idera-
tion ansiig from our past treatment of the Indians, from a
umfoun recognitinu of the obligation by the Legislature, and
trom the simplest requirements of humanity aud justice, we
owe to them comfortable provision and support, not, indeed,
>uch support as will perpetuate habuts of indolence and im-
providence, but such treatment as, while 1t shall rehe.e fiom
prescut suflenng, shall tend to form habits of self reliance and
self-support.

They should not be treated as pauper=. We find that they
nenly all have that feeling of pride, which shrinks fiom being
the objezts of charnty. This feeling which is almost the only
vestige, and which a wise legislation should foster as the germ,
ot a hopeful sell respeci, we should not wantonly wound —They
2 not State paupers.  The legislanon of the last 130 years
lias reeogiized as Indians. all descendants of Indians residing
upon lnwan land: —We piead for them, not as paupers, or as
pulblic bcueﬁcianes, but as entitled 16 the pittance which 1 ne-
cessary to their comfort; and instead of campelling them to ap-
ply for sea ity relief, year afiz) year, to tLe Con.mittee on Ciaims,
:;lrllf:xllig%c?.ii;ll)‘,} Zo?iqscd of new mer who ranrot become

abject, who are usually 100 much mflu-

eluccd by the fear of being regard=d as mo.e extravagant (han
D e b e
- ca:e, are hable both to withlhold and
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to grant unwisely, we think, to requote the words of Chief
Justice Parker, ‘“ 1t would be more worthy of the liberal charac-
ter of this Commonwealth, to make a general and permanent
provision, for the maintenance of these unfortunate children of
the public.”” How shall this be done?

It would be worse than useless to make this change, unless it
formed part of a system which should tend to make them capa-
ble of self-support, and fit them for the privi'eges and du'ies of
citizenship. This brings us to the most difficult part of our
duty.

1f we have succeeded in exhibiting the situation of this peo-
ple, all will admit that the problem 15, not to contrive means to
supply their present wants, but to take them out of their present
peculiar and anomalous condition. Under the presen' laws,
any of the descendants of these Indians, now scattered over the
world, in whose veins shall run a single drop of Indian blood
generations hence, may return to the Indian lands, and cla:m to
be treated as the wards of the State. The only remedy is to be
found in annexing their territory to the adjoining towns and
merging them in the general community. Tlis must be done
at once, or prospectively.

Almost without exception, they are opposed to being annexed
to the adjoining towns, and the towns are probably equally op-
posed to receiving them. If there were no other obstacle, the
liability of taxation would involve necessarily the alienability
of their lands; and this alone, in their present condition, is an
insuperable objection. The only alternative 1s, a system which
shall, making due provision for their present wants, prepare
them for the privileges and liabilities of citizenship.

During the time which has elapsed since we visited the In-
dians, and became familiar with their conditions and wan's, we
have given, to the solution of this problem, our constant and
eamest study ; and the result has been the following

Basis of an Act

for the improvement of the Indiansand people of color residing
on the Indian lands within this Commonwealth.
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1st. A repeal of all laws relating to the Indians, (with a modi-
fication of those relating to the district of Marshpee, and the
Herring Pond Plantation, at least, in relation toa separate com-
misstoner,) and the enactment of a un:form system, to apply
to all the tribes in ihe State, 1n the spiri: of modern philanthropy.

2d. The merging of all, except thase at Marshpee and Her-
ing Pond, and Martha's Vineyard, in the general community,
giving to the selectmen of the towns to which they areannexed,
the management oi the funds belonging to them, and of the sums
appropriated by the State for their support, not as paupers, but
as the wards of the State, the inalienability of their lands bemng
secured, except when it 1s voluniarily surrendered, by the as-
sumption of the clective franchise, as provided in the next sec-
tion.

3d. Grant to any one who wishesit, the privileges of citizen-
ship, invo'ving the liability to taxalion, when any one accepts the
privilege of voting; the privilege of voting to be allowed to
those accepting it, and paying a poll tax, whether the towns
tax real or personal property, or not; and when the towns do
1ax the real or personal property of one thus accepting the priv-
ilege of voting, they shall become liable for the support of the
individual and his descendants, as in the case of other ciiizens
and when the privilege of citizenship is once assumed, and the
right of taxation once exercised, the individual, from that time
forth forever, shall be, to all intents and purposes, a citizen of
the State, and debarred from returning to the condition of an
Indian.

4th. The appointment of one Indian Commissiener, who shall
direct the application of all meueys appropriated by the State
for the benefit of the Indians, and who shall devote s vhole
time, if need be, to their improvemen’, espgeially to devising
means for gradually preparing them for ‘he privileges of citizen-
ship.

Upon the first point, we think there can Lardly be a difference
of opinion. The legislation has been exceedingly 'oose and
vanant, sometimes it has been in the form of a general 'aw,
sometime:, ot a special law, sometimes of resolve | and, of ihe
latier, sometimes an annuity has been settled upon a particular
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individual, and, at another time, an appropiiation has been made
to a guardian, or judge of probate, for the benefitof an individual
or a tribe. We have found it a most perplexing task, to go over
the legislation of the last two hundred years, together with the
records of executive proceedings, in order to ascertain the legal
condition of each tribe; and we do not wonder that successive
Committees on Claims and Accounts, amid the pressure of other
legislative duties, have abandoned the task of inquiry asto
laws now in force, in despair, and have been compelled to re-
sort to a temporary expedient, which has only made the con-
fusion worse confounded. This difficulty demands a remedy
and wz believe the one we recommend is the only ene which
will fully meet it; that is, the enactment of a system of Indiar,
laws, in compact and definite shape.

In this connection, we would urge particularly the 1mpor
tance of confirming the titles of proprietors of lands held in
severalty, and of fixing the law of diviston and descent
At Gay Head, particularly, serious difficulties are already
arising, which threaten the introduction of s spirit of litiga-
tion; a result which cannot be too earsestly deprecated. We
regard the adjustment of these questionsas a matter of the ut-
most importance to the future peace and weliare of this tribe.

2d. The merging of the smaller rernants in the general com-
munity. We entertain not the slightest doubt, that this, with
the restrictions afterwards indicated, is desirable and pract:-
cable. The Fall River, Dudley, Graiton, Punkapog and Natick,
are few in number; and, as the inducements to remain on their
lands are small, they are more and more scatter.ng every year
never to return.  They have but little land, or property of any
kind, have no separate scheols or preaching and receive no
money for these pyrposes, either from the State or benevolent
societies. They will soon lose their individuality as other
tribes have done. The lands of the Punkzpog and Nauck
tribes are already 2ll sold; the Legislature will undoubtedly.
before long, be called upon to provide for the szle of the lands
of other small tribes. The course we recommend, we believe
to be in accordance with sound State policy, and with a hu-
mane regard for the welfare of the Indians.
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3d.* There are difficnlties connected with the matter of giad-
ually extending to the Indians the privileges of citizenship;
bat none, we are convinced, which may not be overcome by an
eartiest and intelligent effort to accomplish so desirable a re-
sult. ’Wé'neec) tiot repeat our conviction, that the on}y way to
pfé@ﬁé for the permanent improvement of the qufan, 18, to
‘gﬁ%‘ﬁfﬁim;?ﬁe‘ﬁth of escape {rom political and civil dlsfra.uA
chi‘éemeﬂt,'énd we believe that the plan we recommend, with
the restrictions suggested, and others whxgh will occur to thqse
whose duty, it shall be to arrange the details of the law, while
it {ingdsks™ o Liabilities either upon the Indian or the town,
whitH they du not voluntarily assume, opens to the Indian a
certaini ‘prospact of ciril, political and social elevation.
T Bug, whether the other recommendations be adopted or
not, ‘wi'regard the appointment of a single commissioner, 1n-
stéad of thé several guardians and the commissioner of Marsh-
pet! ks itidiSperisable to the improvement of the Indians They
hiaVe Heeh ‘3o long nnder disabilities, as to be, as a whole, in-
capdbld a¥ pgééént’; of self-government; still there is enough
of® the Tndian i r%{iei;ce of restraint to make them dislike the
: ’3&'13'3{@13 ,t(;P;, ')They need counsel, advice, encourage-
ents l}i},ﬁﬁﬁﬂ%&h ally they are teachable and accessible to
king 1Allhencs, 2o Hir gle ‘cibmmissioner, intelligent, sagacious,
;9}‘9“ system, and devising means of per-

i ‘p . ,v;me(ni}, entrysted with discretion to apply the
W appropriated by the State for their benefit, would con-
tr“fb'ute, mbre. than any other nstramentality we can conceive,
1o'their pérmanent welfare and to prepare them for the priv-
ifeges of citizenship. The influence of the guardian must be
Purely parental.  The smallest element of dictation or control
ln any system designed for their Improvement, will defeat all
us aims. They have too good reason to be jealous of the
white man, to be ready to acquiesce 1n any measur's which
are not, to their own comprehension, benevolent 1n their mo-
tives and tendencies. The wlole success of any system of
measures, the only hope of any Permanent improvement, will
depend upon the character of the commissioner. The amount

now pai
paid aonually, for the salaries of the commissioner of
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Marshpee and Herring Pond and the several guardians, is
8540 00. This is somewhat less than the average for the last
six years. A small addition to this amount would seci:e the
services of a competent person, as Commissioner, for the whole
State. The advantages arising from the familiarity ot the
Comnmissioner with the facts necessary to be kiaown o the
Committees of the Legislature, would alone equal the amount

of his salary. We earnestly recommend th.s matter to the
favorable consideration of the Legislature,

We have endeavored to represent, faithfully, truly and im-
partially, ¢ the condition and circumstances’ of neaily 900 of
the mhabitants of this Commonwealth. Ouar commission did
not originate in any petitions by the Indians for redress of
grievances ; but in a humane design, on the part of the Legisla-
ture, in the words of the resolve, ‘‘to promote their improve-
ment and mterests.””  While, therefore, the Legislature should
not umpose upon them any change which they do not volun-
tarily adopt, they owe it to the advantages of their position to
recommend such measures as they thmk would conduce to
their improvement, and to tender to them every facility for a
fair trial of those measures. Disfranchisement and depression
have almost become the normal condition of the poor Indians;
they cannot appreciate the almost miraculous power of a cordial
recoguition and a praciical application of the principle of Lib-
erty, Equality, and Fraternity, at whose Ithuriel tonch, naiions
have, during the past year, been literally “born in a day.” We
boast of the successful solution of the problem of self-govern-
ment; but we exclude from its operation, nearly a thousand of
our citizens. It is not enough to assert, until the Indian has
beea brought within tone reach, at least, if not under the fu'l
influence, of complete civil and political enfranchisement, that 1t
will not exert the same vivilying influznce upon him as upon
the Anglo-Saxon. Thereis a profound philesophy in the words
of our Savior—* If any man will do the works, he shall know
the doctrine, whether 1t be of God, or whether I speak of my-
self.” The operation of & system cannot be known until it has
been fairly -ried. We ask for the Indian a full share 1 the
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rights asserted in the Declaratig, ot'Independence and our gy
of Rights, and guaranteed by oy; Constitutjon If these fail, j,
will be time enough then (o abandon the race, a5 forsaken of
Mman, and cyrgeq by God,

We leave this subject with the guardians of (he interes(s and
the honor of the Commonwea)th, With the chogep Protectors o

has beep Compelled o say,—

“ They waste us,~ay, like April snow
In the Warm noon, we shrink away
And fas; they follow.—5 we gg
oOwards the setting day ;

We do not beljeve either this result, or jig alternative,~ex-
tinction, jg Inevitap)e If as we confideny]y hope, the exhibi.
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APPENDIX.

APPENDIX A.

[Feb.

Names of Members of the several Tribes in the State.

CHAPPEQUIDDIC TRIBE.

Lawrence Prince, Aged 57
Love Princ:, ‘ . 45
William H. Murray, . 30
Cherlotte M. Murray, . 28
James Curis, . . 30
Frances E Curus, . . 21
Love P. Ca:tis, . . 2
Elizabe:h Charlotte Curtis, 5 months
Zadock Simpson, . . 48
Sarah Simpsen, . . 45
Anmn E. Simpson, . . 16
George H. Simpson, . 9
Simzon Simpson, . . 24
Juseph Sams, . . 45
Jane Sams. . . 53
Roland Sams. . . 21
Sophronia Sams , : 19
Marilla Sams, . . 16
Aongeline Sams, . . 14
Joseph Sams, . . 12
Richard Gould, . . 28
Jane Szunders, . . 94
William Jackson, . . 30
Mana Jackson, . . 32
Jane A. Jackeon, . . 8
——— Jacison, 3 months
Daniel T. Webquish, . 24
Eleanor Joseph, . . 69

705

Franzis Good:ich,
Joseph Johrson,
Martha Johnson
Jerrod Summons,
Simeon Goudrich,
Theodate Goodrich,
Louisa Good:ich,

Samuel P. Good:.ch,

David Belain,
Harriet R. Belain,
Mary B. Belain.
Ferriby Harris
Hannah Webquish,

Aged 45
. 60
49

29

37

34

]

18 months

32

. 27
4 months
66

28

Charles Frederick Webquish. 19 ms

William Johnson,
Elihu Jonnson
Hepszh Pells,
Margaret Pete:s,
Isaac Joab,

Ann Jozh

Jane A Joab,
Abraham Brown.
Luey Brown,
Charles Brown,
Betsev Gardner.
Salome Brown
James W. Brown
Sarah Brown.

o6

29

15

59

35

. 25
14 months
38

50

32

25

23

N

17
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Emily Browa,
Raymend Brown,
Edwin L. Brown,
Wealthy Wamp.
George A Gardner,
Tsaiah Belain,
Laura Belain,
Isaiah Belain, Jr.
Harriet Belam,
Lucretia Belain,
Philean Delaig,
Joseph Curdoody,
Thomas Laton.
Mary Laton,
John D. Laton
Henry Jonas.

HOUSE--No. 46.

Aged 15  Thaddeus Cool,
13 Fredznick Coo!,
i1 Joseph Belamn,
82 William Belain,
27 Anstress B2'ain,
4] William H. Mathews,
31 Maigaret P. Mathews,
6 Prince W. Mathews,
3 Cornelius Johnson,
16 Aunll Peters,
14 Paul Warren.
2 Lydia M Brown,
Asa Johnson.

Total,

CHRISTIANTOWN TRIBE.

Thomas James,
Judith James.
Charles James,
George E. James.
Witham S. Tames,
John A. Spencer.
Francis Spencer,
John Spencer, .
Eunice Elizabeth Spencer
William Grant,
Mary Grant,

Charles Grant,
Willam Grant, Jr,,
Samuel Mingo:

Jage Mingo,

Joseph Mingo,

Sa:ah A Mingo, .
James W. De Gra:ce,
Lu:inda €. De Grasse
Henry J De Grasse,
Francis P:ters,
Hep-1bath Peterg
Martha Peters.
Almira Peiers.

Asa Belaig,

Aged 72 Charlotte Belain.
. 6  Joseph S:mpson,

26 Lovice Simpson,

22 Eliza A Simpson,
20 Hannah Simpson,
35 Adriana Simpson,

13 John Anthony,

7 Betsey Anthony,
5 Rachael Anthony,
37 Infant,
4 Asa Peters,
12 Aurlla Peters,

8  Leander Peters,

53 Charles Peters.
50 Lydia Week:,
22 Tristram Weeks,

10 Uriah Weeks
30 James A . Weeks,
. § Charles Weel.,
5 months

Philura Weeks.
67 Sophronia Weeks.
60  George W De Grasse,
a7 Frances De Grasse.
23
30 Total,
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Aged 23

Agei2s
42
41
18

30
26
1 day
30
60
35
40
26

25
30

48



Lew's Cook,
Abiah Cook,
Jane Cook,
Jonathan Francis,
Simon Johnsen,
James Boyer,
Mehitable Boyer,
John Williams,
Sophronia Williams,
John Thompson,
Hebron Wamsley, Jr.
Eleanor Wamsley,
Celestine Wamsloy,
Tolman Wamsley,
Amy Wamsley,
Lavina Wamsley,
Esther Howaswee,
Winifred Howaswee,
John Salisbury,
Abiah Salisbory,
Johannes Salisbury, .
Emily Salisbury,
Druzilla Salisbury,
Mehitable Ames,
Patience Gershom,
Johnson Peters,
Mary Peters,
Prinee Johnson,
Elizz Joboson,
Peter Johnson,
Jonathan Johnson,
Algernon S. Johnson,
Jane Johason,
Julia Johnsen,
Methia Johasen,
Isaac D. Rose,
Harriet A Rose,
Tafant,
Abram Rodman,
Charlotte M. Rodman,
Mary Jane Rodman,
Benjamin Rodman,

1

INDIANS.

GAY HEAD TRIBE.

Aged 38
27
8
50
33
34
37
50
45
22
28
27
8
7

3 moaths
37

. 27
10 days
40

34

7

4

707

Caleb Rodman,
Leander Bassatt,
Huldah Bassett,
Julia Bassett,

Moses Basset:,
Esther Basse!t
Bethiah Bass:tt,
John Devine,

Parnal Devine,

John Devine, Ir.,
Avis Devine,

Parnal Devine,
Aaron Cooper, JIr.,
Phebe Cooper,

Isaac Cooper,
Thomas Cooper,
Jane Cooper,

Martha Cooper,
Zaccheus Cooper,
Lucy C. Oooper,
George Cooper,
Willam 4. Vanderhoop,
Beulsh Vanderhoop,
Louisa Vanderhoop, .
William Vanderhoop,
Paulina Vanderhoop,
Joha Vanderhoop,
Anna Vanderhoop,
Edwin Vandorboop,
Aaron Caoper,

Abian Cooper,
Belinda Cooper,
Remember Cooper,
Samuel Peters,
Sarah Peters,
Samuel Peters, Jr., .
Jesse Peters,

Johnson Peters,
Amos Peters,

Simen Johnson,
Alexander Brown,
Patrick Devine,

[Feb.

Aged 2
. 39
41

10

4

1

3 weems
35

38

13

9

2

28

16

5

73

67

23

. 24
2 months
30

32

33

10

8

6

4

Pl

8 months
56

48

9
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Yowsa Davine,
Mercy A. Devine,
Tristram Weeks,

Tamerzane Weeks, .

Triphosia Weels,
Elizabeth Weeks,
Mary James,
Lucina James,
Patience Cole,
Fanny Cole,
Joha Cols,
Tirzah Cole,
George David,
Louiza Davig,

Elizabeth C. David, .

Lydia David ,
Rosanna David,
Philena David,
Alexander Daviq,
Prudence David,
Amos Jeffers,
Lydia Jeffers,
Alico Jeffers,
Leonard Joffers,
Thomas Joffera,
Absalom Nevers,
Loaiss Nevers,
Ann E. Nevers,
Julia Corsa,
Abby A Cors,
Moses Corsa,
Lavejon Corsa,

Thomas Cooper, Jr. .

Thomas Maunning,
Alvin Manning,
Roxa Manning,
Marshall Manning,
Abel Manning,
Almira Manning,
Mary Manning,
Willard Shepherd,
Clara Shepherd, .
Mary Ann Shepherd,
Josiak Jerrod,

Olive J'errod,

HOUSE—No. 45.

Aged 22
1 moathg
45

40

10

3

34

15

66

36

5

8 months
40

34

15

11

9

7

4

7 months
64

30

24

20

23

25

20

4

35

7

4

35

45

Joseph Farrogd,
Abraham Jerrod,
Joel Jerrod, |
Diadama Madisen,
Anna J. Madison,
Charles Madison,
Charlotta Madison,
Isaac Madison,
Zaccheus Howaswee,
Elizabeth Howaswes,
Franeis Mingo,
Hebron Wamsley,
Jane Wamsley,
Isaac Johnson,
Sarah Joln:on,
Themas Green,
Beulah Aucouch,
Hepsibah Auconch, .
Child, do.
Elizabeth Dodgs, .
Bathsheba Hoskins,
George Belain,
Sophia Belain,
Melissa Belain,
George Belain,
Betsey Belain,
Peter Belain,
William Belain,
Joseph Belain,
Franeis Sylvia,
Leonora Sylvia,
Henry p. Sylvia,
James Sylvia,
Joel Sylvia,
Lydia Johnson,
Anthony Jordan,
Heps:beth Jordan,
William Jeffers,
Laura JTeffers,
Laura A Jeffers,
James Jeffers,
Mary C. James,

Total,
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Apged 5
24
23
40
12

58
8

62
50
40
38
11
35
33

41
50
39
32
12

13
20
18
40
29

18 months

6 B
65
40
38
40
34
10
14

174
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Naney W.liams,
Louisa Willisms,
Minzrva Williams,
Gilbert Williams,
Alexander Williams,
Emily Jackson,
Thomas Jackson,
Mary Jackson,
Josephine Williams,
Alfred Amee,
Naomi Amos,
Henry Amos,

Jesse Webquish,
Prudence Webquish,
William Webquish,
Jesse Webquish,
Levi 8. Webquish,
Hannah P. Webquish
Kilbura V. Webquish,
Naomi A. Sanford, .
Elijah W. Packnet,
Betsey Jordan,
Joseph Mills,

Dorcas M:lls,
William H. Mills,
James S. Mills,
Elizabeth S. Mills,
Timothy Pocknet,
Martha Lee, .
William H. Simon, .
Lucy M. Simon,
Love A. Simon,
Daniel S. Simon,
Susan Nys,

Daks A. Coombs,
Dinah B. Coombs,
Maria A. Coombs,
George R. Coombs, .
Daniel C. Coombs,
Darius Coombs,
William Cetum,
Joseph Toby,

INDIANS.

MARSHPEE TRIBE.

Aged 55
. 22
20

18

12

27

25

3

9

“

60
53
11
66
46
17
22
18
13
10
21
28
83
70
24
5
3
2
45
30
35
22

o

<

3 1onths
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Diadama Toby,
Ebenezer Toby,
Ma:y Toby, .
Oaks A. Toby,
Sylvanus Toby,
Watson Toby,
Margaret Tohy,
Elisha Taby,
Ephraim Jerrod,
Joseph Toby,
Rachel Toby,
Henriz::a Toby,
Sarah Toby,

John Toby,
Jededizh Toby,
William Jones,
Achsa Jones,

Mary Jones,

Israel Amos,

Polly Amos,
James Amos,
Persis Amos,
David Robins,
Thomas James,
Betsey James,
Solomon Attaquin,
Cynthia Attaquia,
Melissa Attaquin,
Ebenczer Attaquin, Jr.,
Rodolphus Artaquin,
L:ws Attaquin,
Ezra Auaquin,
Sarah Attaquin,
Ezra Anaquin, Ir,, |
Sarah Autaquin,
Rhoda Attaquin,
Waison Hammond,
George Ockry,
Betsey Oclry,
Euphrasia A. Ockry,
Martha Sammons,
John D. B:owa.

[Feb.

Apged 41
. 23
24

18

16

1t

i3

8

107

31

12

10

8

5

3

33

27

3 mon:ha
59

58
42
32
18
45
60
10
34
10
7
G
3
60
53
23
20
17
12
30
28
4
K]
34
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Sarzh Brown.
Azariah Brown,
Emeline Brown,
Josepn Amas,
Abigail Amos.
Anna F. Amos,
Rebecca Amos.
Isaac C. Amos,
Sarah B Amos,
Cordehia Amos,
Noah Keeter.
Gideon Tompom,
Mahalz Tompom,
Jacob Tompom,
Sarah A. Tompom.
Cehia Tompom.
Eusebia Tompom,
Lucinda Tompom,
Eben2zer Attaqu.n,
Leah Attaquin,
Benjamin Atuquin,
Ehzabeth Attaquin
Pamela Auaquin,
Abrner Hicks,
Sally Hicks
Eleanor Hicks.
Amands Hicks,
Jeremiah Hicks,
Hebron Hicks,
Merey Hicks,
Jerusha Hicks,
Saran A Hicks,
Thomas Hicks
Melora Hicks.
Frances Hicks,
Bersha Hicks,
Pauence Gardner.
Horace Gardner.
Andrew Gardner
Opheha Cesar.
Josepn Caz:a-,
Lucy Czsar.
Anthony Hinzon,
Wilhiam tlinson,

9

'

HOUSE—No. 46. 65

Aged 39
2

3 months
43

8 months
67
37
35
19
2 months

64

62

Iszac Jones, . . Aged 32
Mary Jones. . 31
Olive: Foller, . - 55
Betsey Foller, . 54
Sarah Foller, 21
Anna Sewall, . 30
Thomas Sewell, . 29
Maoses Pocknet, . 55
Mary Paclnet, 38
Alexander Pocknet, . . 20
Philena Po-knet, 16
Phebe Posknet, 16
Sarah Pocknet, 14
Grafton Packnet, 12
Susan Pucknet, . . 9
Rel.anze Pocknet, 7
Henriet'a Pocknet, 5
Triphos'a Pocknet, . 3
John Odiorne, . 62
Mercy Odiorne, - 63
Sylvia Caseo, . 55
Sally Herrets, . 60
Hannch Herrett, 65
Esther Cowat, . 98
Jacob Cowit, . 2
Danie! Qu ppish, . 60
Abiah Quippish, 55
Joseph Quippish, 20
Isaac Simon, . 83
Ebenezar Low, . 75
C:la Low. 57
Polly C:tum. 75
Aaron Keeter. 43
Mary Keeer. 36
Nicholas Keeter. 21
Solomon Keeter. 17
James Keeter 10
Lydia Keeter 6
Sylvester Keeter, 4
Merecy H Keete:, 12
Samuel Goder Y, . 30
Hannah God(rcy, . ) 03
Lysander Godfrey. 6
Alonza Godfrey, 4
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Mel s:a Godftey,
James Godfrey.
William Holland,
Mary A Holland,
James Lippitt,
Sarah Lippitt.
Spencer Edwards,
Jana Edwards,
Lydia Jickson,
Nathan S Pocknet

Charles Ds Grasse, .
Chrnistina De Grasse,

Elias De Gras:e,
Susan De Grasse,
Jacob Apells.
Mary Apells,
James H Apelis,
Silas P. Apells,
Foster Apeslls,
Olive Apells,
Mary F. Apells,
Gustavas Apells.
Diana Wilbur.
David Wilbur,
Amy Wubur,
Joseph Wilbur
James Whlbur,
Adeline Apells,
James Apells.
Joanua Cowit.
William Taylor,
Martha Keeter,
Joseph Mills,
Doreas Mills,
William Mills,
James Mills,
Flhizabeth Mills.
David Mys
Margaret Mys,
Child,
John Young.
Sophronia Young,
Tucy Arn Young.
Anstress Young,

INDIANS
Aged 3 TFanny Young,
1 Elizabeth Young.
55 Robert Williams, .
47  Solomon Webquish,
46 Alica A. Webguish,
40 Isaac Simon. Jr,
30 Matildza Simon,
26  Peter Squib,
83  Joscph Squib,
40 Thomas Jonas,
41 Rosanna Jonas,
67 Narey Jonas,
32 Lut C. Jonas,
30 Cornelius Jonas,
39  Jeremiah Mys,
34 Hannsh Mys,
14 Sampson Alves,
10 Hauozh G. Alves,
8 Charles F'. Alves,
4 Rebecca J. Alves.
. 2 Ezekiel Alves.
1 months Clarissa Alves.
24 Matthi:s Amos.
B85 Clarissa Amos,
55  Danel Q. Amo:,
25 Clancda Amos,
18 Infant,
28 Daniel B. Amos,
6 Delia Amos,
104  Joseph Gardne:.
60 Patience Gardner.
45 Elizabeth Gardner
60 Oliver Gardrer,
29 Ruth Gardner,
5 James Gardoer
. 1 Ehzabeth Jackson.
18 months Nancy Jackson,
50 Fbenezer Jack -on,
30 William Mingo,
10 Leah Mingo,
35 Walter Mingo,
34 George Mingo,
18 Mary A. Brown.
7 Russell Brown,
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Aped 4
13
55
24
22
5o
54
40
a0
48
a3

5
£
3
65
64
49
i8
21
19
16
4
30
235
11
5

3 weeks
45
20
60
30
17
12
70

8
50
34
16
64
57
10
77
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Philander Brown, Aged 15 months Susan Bover. Aged s
Joshua Pocknet, . . 30 Heary Boyer, . . 5
Harriet Pocknet, . . 30 James Bover, ‘ . 4
Simon Low, .38 Simon Keeter, . . 32
Mercy Low, . . 33 Lydia Keeter, . 28
Mary Low, . . . 10 Abigail Moses. . . 73
Rosetta Low, . . ] John Hazard. : ‘ 87
Uriah Low, . . 8 Bethia Hazard, . 64
Susannz Low, . . 3 John Hendnick, . . 30
Cometa Low, . 9 months Chlos Hendricle, . 30
John Mys, . . . 30 Henry Hendrick, . . 17
Lydia Mys, . . . 25 Issac Hendriek, : 12
Martha A. Mys, : . 3 Divers Quippish, . 58

Infant, . 8 months Beisev Quippish, . 23
James Mys. . . 28 Peter S. Foller. 41
Thomas Mys. . . 20 Dinah Foller. . 47
William Mys ) 18 Leah Quippish, . 20
Joseph Whiung, . . 49 John Quippish, . 33
Jane Whitng . . 38 Leah Quippish, . 36
Tsabella Whiting, . . 12 Priscilla Quippizh, . 3
Gilbert Whiting, . . 9 Christopher Hinsan, . . 65
Susanna Whiting, . . 7 Suaanna Hinson. . 65
Henry Boyer, . . 10 _—
Ophelia Boyer, . . 34 Total, 105

HERRING POND TRIBE.

Phebe Conet, . Aged 48 Betsey Hazrsh, . Agzdes
William Conet, . . 18 Cyrenus Hersh, . . 18
Adrian T. Cesar, . . 10 Cordelia Hersh, . . 13
Benjamin F. Conet, . . 5  Theodore Hersh, . v 8
Thomas J. Fletcher, - 40 Mary Her:h, . . 5
Maria Flatcher, . 37 William Thompson, 26
Georgiana Fletcher, . 15 Sarah Thompson. . . 22
Marna E. Fletcher, . 13 W .lliam Carter. 90
Sarsh A. Fletchor . 13 Ralph Blackwell. . . 35
Nathan J. Flet-her . 10 Sally Blackwell, . 40
Augustus R Fl.icher, . 6 James H Blackwell. 13
Julia A Fletcher, . 4 Roland T. Gardaer, . 39
Thomas Hersh, . 45 Jane F. Gardner. . : 13
Mary Hersh, ‘ . 50 John C. Gardner, . ‘ 19
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Foster Gardner,
Phebe A. Gardner,

Roland T. Gardoer, .

Eliza J. Gardner,
Isabella Gardner,
Helen F. Gardner,

Russel G. Gardner, .

Solomon Bartlett,
Betsey Baruleu,
Andrew Ba-tlett,
Ephraim Johnson,
Salome Johnson,
Anthony Johnsoun,
George Johnson,
Catherine Parker.

Mahala Page.
George Page,
Barton Page,
Charles Page,
William Page,
Cynthia Cuffee,
Ruth Cuffee,
David Perry,
Hannah Perry.
T.ewis Per:y,
Dawid Perry Ir.
Jo:ephuns Perry,
William Perry,
Lousa Perry,
Catherine Perry,
Persis Crank,
Henry Crank,
Eunice Crank,
Wilham H Crank,
Jane Crank,

INDIANS.
Aged 18  Dav.d Parker,
18 Sanuel Wood.
14 Abigell Woud
12 Lydia Fowler,
10 Clarissa Joseph,
8  Love Joseph,
4  —— Joseph,
63  Mary Joseph,
48 Jo:eph Szunders,
28 Love Saunders.
42 Dorcas Saunders
45 Rabert Courtland
10
i Total,
39

FALL RIVER TRIBE.

Ayged 36
15
12

8

7
74
68
54
55
30
23
20
27
30
1}
49
39
39
21
16

713

Sarah Crank,
Ma:k A. H. Crank

Cathe-ine C. Crank,

Thomas M. Crack,
Rebecca Allen,
Adam Allan,
Pamela Simonds,
Mary Simonds,
Daniel Slade,
Lucreua Slade,
Sarah Slade,
Haga- Talbot,
Jemima Freeman
Luey Terry, .
Stephen Terry,
Maria Terry,
Jane Lyndsay,

Total,

[Feb.

Age

Apged

d 3
48
45
70
50
21
18
16
12
38
10
13

55

53
21
20
18
60
65
40
1]
51
41
35
60
o5
41
40
42
38

37
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HOUSE—No. 46.

DUDLEY TRIBE, WEBSTER, MASS

Rhoda Jaha,

Martha A. Jaha,
Wilham H. Newton,
Joseph E. Bowman,
Esther Humphrey,
Elizabeth Humphrey,

George Humphrey,

Mary Humphrey,
Cyrus Humphrey,
Ann Humphrey,
Amy Freeman,
Melansa Freeman,
Merey Freeman,

Theophilus Freeman,

Elizabeth Freeman,
Luke Freeman,
Ira Freeman,
Mary Freeman,
Daniel C. Jaha,
Mary Jaha

Julia Daily,
Avgustus Daily,
Levi Jahs,

Rebecea Willard,

Heary Arcnold,
Sarah Arnold,
James L, Araonld,
Panencs P. ‘. ronld,
Joanna Arnnld
Mary A K Arnolg,
Gilbert Waiker,
Sarah Wy ker,
Sanah B Walker,
Samye] Cisco,

Aged 32 Barzillai Willard,
© 15 Persis Willard,
7 James Willard,
2 Willard Willard,
74 Ahigail Rubbins.
45 Huldah Kile,
23 Alexander Kile,
20 E—
24 James E. Belden,
30 Naacy Belden,
40 James E. Belden, Ir.,
21 Frances Belden,
22 Belden, .
15 Sarah Sprague,
12 Lydia A. Sprague,
39 Lsrael Sprague,
22 Matilda A. Marja Nichols,
. Henry Hall,
37 Mauilda Hall,
3¢ Ezra Pichens,
40 Noyes B. Shelby,
9 Aaron Humphrey,
36
30 Toral,

GRAFTON TRIBE

Aged 60
57

26

19

30

25

30

29

5

39

Sarah M. Ciseo,
James L. Ciseo,
Zona Gimba,
James Heetor,
Susanna Heetor,
John ©. Heetor,
Juha A, Heetor
Richard A Heetor,
Elizabeth Heetor,
Peter E. Heetor,
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Aged 28

68
38
15
10
30
25
10

[5:4

55
19
15

63
58

50

48

Aged 29

50
56
45
32
4
24
23
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Mose: €. Heotor,
Simon F He-tor,
Willam H. Heetor,
Asa T Heetor,

Samu-] Baker,
Sorhrania Baker.
Jane Baker, .

Wiham Henry Haruson Baker, 7

Martha Emily Baler,
Thzteh:r Baker,
Thomas Niclerson, .
Sally Nickerson,
Desire M. Nickerson,
Sophia Nickerson,
Simeon Nickerson.
Russel Nickerson.
Debo ah J N clerson,
Dawvid Nickerson.
Polly Nickerson.
Elizabe:n Nickerson,
Allen Cobb, .

Sally Cohb,
Susannzh Greenough,
Thotnas Greanough,
Heman Rogers,

Deborah Freeman Rogers,

John G. Rogers.
John Brooks,
Nancy Brooks,
Lousa Brouks,
John Brouls.
Mary A. B-ool:s.
Sylvester Broolis,
W liam Brooks,
Ezrz Ba'er.

Sophia Baker

INDIANS
Aced 18 Susan J. Heetor,
10 Cornelia A lestor
1t
12 Total,

YARMOUTH TRIBE

Aged Nussel Baleer,
34 Abby 3l Baker,
9 Stephien A Bier
Ezenah Buke:.
16 months Baruillai Cash.
4 Deborah J. Casn,
61 Charles I'dware C_sh,
58 Barzi'lai Cash
41 Leander Cash
35  Luey A. Cash,
3t Deborah J. Ca:n.
31 Samuel Cobb.
Polly Gobh. |
Samuel Cobb, Jr..
25 Edward Coob,
24 John Cobb,
Wilham Tayler
3t Desire Taylor,
Freeman Taylo:,
3 Thomas Tayior.
Enily Taylor,
Susan Taylor,
Willi.m Aldert Taylor
Julia Taylor,
Willtaim Niclerson
16 Susan Nickerson,
14 Themos B. Nickersen,

(344
~d

()

11 Fredencl E. Niter:on,

7 Su:ianJ. Nickerzan
5 Joszph Nickerson

Total.

715
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Aged 10
8

26

Ly O W

16 months

le
12
14
10
4
17 month:
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APPENDIX B.

We addressed to the Commissioners of the Marshpee District. and
to the guardian of the Chappequddic. Christiantown, and [all River
Tribes, the following questions. Their answers are given in full

Ist What is the present condition of your tribe, and how does 1t
compare with what 1t has been i lormer years?

2d. What peculiar laws are now in force 1n relation to the tribe,
different from the general laws of the Commonwealth? Under what
disabilities are they placed? Should they be continued? 1f not low
can they be removed?

3d. Is the present system of guardianship adapted to promate the
best interests o’ the tribe?  If defective, wherein? Would you recom-
mend its continuance, modification. or abolition? If either the two
latter, what change or substitute?

4th. Is the tribe capable of self-government? and vauld you rec-
ominend the extension to 1t of the privileges of citizenship, with all its
liabilities ?

5th.  Is the land held in severaity, or in comwmon? If both, what
amount of each? What 13 the whole amount of territory belonging to
the tribe?  What portion of 1t is public property? What other public
property belongs to the tribe?  'What are the several sources of public

income, and what the total amnount?
6th. How many paupers? If supported by the tribe how, and at
what expense? If by the state, at what cost? Is the present system
of supporting the paupers deficient in any respect? If so, wherein?
Can any thing be done to prevent or diminish pauperism?
7th.  Deoes the tnbe, or any portion of it, suffer from contact or in-
tercourse wilh the whites? If so, in what respect. and whit is the
remedy!
8th. Is there anjy trouble about fences, boundaries i
lands? If so, of wflat kind, znd what is t’he rem:(;::, o e o ther
9th.  What, in your opinion, has been, and is the effect of the ad.
mixture of foreign, or negro blood, by intermarriage
10th. Are there any disputes or Jit gation among the tribe? Ifso

of what kind, and to what extent? and what remedy would-vou pro
pose? -

1th  What are the principal avocations or employments of the
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tribe? What are their habits as to industry, economy, and thrift, and
do they generally receive a comfortable support?

[2th. What is the condition of the tribe as to health, and what are
their facilities for medical advice?

13th. What are the habits of the tribe as to chasuty and temper-
ance; and how do they compare with their past condition in these re-
spects?

14th. What 1s the condition of the schools? How long kept?
‘Whnat amount of money raised by the tribe, and what amount received
from the State, or other sources?

15th.  What amount of preaching. or other opportunities of relig-
ious teaching is enjoyed? What amount of money is raised by the
tribe, and what amount by the Stzte, or societies, for this purpose?

16th.  Can you suggest any measures which the Legislatare can
adopt to increase the productiveness of the lands ofthe tribe ! 1 a word,
to improve the physical, intellectual, or moral condition of the tribe

17th. Please state generally such facts, and male such suggestions,
as may occur to you, in relation to the condition and wants of the
tride. and the means of its improvement.

Leiter from Mr. Thazter

Epcartown, Dec. 28th, 1848,

Dzar Sir,—In compliance with your request, under date of 11th
inst., I improve the first leisure moment to reply to the several inquiries
therein contained.

Reply to Question 1st. They are generzlly moral, intelligent, and
industrious, conducting their affairs with prudence and ecouomy.
They live in good frame buwildings, comfortably furnished, and pro-
viced with most of the necessaries of life. Formerly, they we:e gen-
erally licentious, and immoral, given o intzmperzance, and other v ces,
and comparatively indolent and idle, frequently not having the neces-
saries of life.

Reply to Question 2d, They are now under the special act of
March 10, 1828, which, in most of its provisions, seems well adapted
to their present condition ; but it secems to me that Art. 3d. of Sec.
4th, should be expunged from the Statute; the provision in “he gener-
al laws being amply sufficient.
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Thev caino: <e! thair lands neither can they ma}:‘c any contran
tiatie b adimy, without the approbation aid con-znt ol the guardian.
The . are 5111(‘10 prolubitions, cnd sati-factary to the Indiwn:

T am of opininn that the law of 1828, exzept Art. 3 Sec 4 <hou‘ld
remain D the prezent. I come to this conclusion afier mueh eonsid-
eratim, bahieving that it aceord- with tne feehny: and wiares of the
Indin:

I come ta the fo-egaing conclusion pertly from the et taat no
tribe mives evudence of so great moral and intellectual atta s rents, or
of so much dustry, thift, conlore, and happiess as the Chap:pe-
quiddie ind Christainzown tribes, wno are governed by sud Act
Tliev ar - r pidly advncing from a state of 1gnorance and . -, to the
dizmity of mzn and women.

Repl) to Question 3d. I think the present system of guarl anship
- adapred. Tor the pre:ent, to promote the best intere:ts of the [ndiaus,
but muc riust depead upon the character of the guardian.

Should th= Act >f 1823 be repealed 1t sezms to me, that i should
e dene pro-pectively on the patition of o majority of the Indiws . thal
proviacu -nould be made for the settlement of all difficulties between
ey nd the neighboning wintes, especially at Chappequiddic. where
the hyvivimald Hine fence. Letweon the Indians wnd whites, 15 frequendy
txoaree ol rouble Lnd cometimes litization . the whites, oten ne.
sleetng thangh required by 1w, 1o make and maintam said fence
Youoare awre that the Indians, at Christiantown, have ther lands
soll tenced with st e wall- but that very Dhude land is fenced at
Clippeqnd Lie, tiere being uo matenizl fo: that purpose.

At Chap pequiddie. the ¢ ttle graze 1in the tetheiy

ng rope, except
durin: winter

Repl v Question 4th. T think the tribes are cap:ile oi s llgoy-
frnmeat Lt not o the extent tlat more enlishtened. and Veier 5.
formed commun tes re

Pl tha extension to the Tnd;

ans of the privilege o/ ¢y
vith -

ship.
Lot halnlities, would net be beneficial to thew: anl har + ¢y (o
~ut, at pre-ent, desire 1t.
Several of them enjny the privileges of ciizen :hip,
af ewning land not within the Tnds
Reply 1o

in consequence
an territn. v

Question 5th A portion of the Junds -
nd purt i common. By examining the Re
€r=opaved under the Aet of 1
Sveret. ry «f the Chmmonwealth, b}
10

Liele 1 severut
port of the Conmnission.
S28, depo- ted in the office of the
ou will ‘ea the: di-i-ion af the land
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to the several persons therein named, the quantity of land undivided,
and in common, and that set off for public uses.

The annual income of public land, at Christiantown, or Chappequid-
dic, which 12 their only public income, does not exceed fifteen (15)
dollars. This sum 1s expended annually, in assisting the needy.

Reply to Question 6th. There are, at present, but two persons,
both of whom are at Chappequiddic, who require permanent assist-
ance. One is Jane Saunders, some 85 years old ; the otner William
Johnson, about the same age; the former, blind, the latter, nearly
blind. Jane receives seventy-eight (78) dollars, and William firty (50)
dollars a year, from the State.

Although the Act of 1828 provides for assessing taxes for the sup-
port of the poor, none have yet been assessed. They prefer to do what
they can to assist the needy, by private charity. They are kind and
considerate towards each other, in sickness and poverty,

Reply to Question 7th. I do not know that the Indians suffer from
any illicit intercourse with the whites.

Reply to Question 8th. See reply to Question 34, in part. The
principal trouble, as to title, occurred last fall. The Commissioners,
afler dividing the lands, thought proper to say, (see the Report of the
Commissioners,) ** The privilege of picking cranberries shall ever re.
main free for the Indians, and people of color; bat none shall be de-
bacred from making any improvement upon cranberry swamps, within
their respective territories, which shall render them morz beneficial to
their interest.”

At the time, there were a few cranberries on land set off to Fernibee
Harris. By cutting out the brush, and clearing the land, the cranber-
ries have gradually increased, so :hat the annual produce is now from
8 to 15 bushels.

Three of the Indians thought they had a right to pick these cran-
berries. 1 told them they had not, and advised them not to meddle
with them, but they persisted, and picked them, having been advised
by some white persons Lo do =o, as it was plain, {as they said,) that
they had the right. :

In my opinion, the Commissioners transcended their authority —
the incumbrance was inconsistent with the enjoyment of the land. 1
shall probably be compelled to take some legal measures to settle this
matter.

A Resolve was passed, March 4, 1830, authorizing Daniel Fellows,
Ir,, guardian, to bring suit against the whites, who would not make
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W1 ! 3 it as thenght 0 be 1nude
1eir -hure of the disizional hine fence . but c e o
quit anl has never been tested. Perhips. a Jaw au b rizang the

i

: vmake, ad nunar sad
suar b, whenever the whites negleet ty mak

Jence 1o nidke 1nd maint:a ot at the expense of the weit - vould be
Le-t ‘ ]

R p'. > Queston Mh I thank the adiasture of ne v r {reirn
blood I mtesmin iaze, hiz been beneficiil

Lol to Quesn 10t There are occasionally di-peie: but are
senerd v cettled by the guardian, without lrigation ‘

Reply 1o Que-tion tlith  Their principal avocatier <0 nxn? A
tew «f the your zer men go to sea. n the whalinz bustue- The.e
latter ire nat o provident and mora! s the former £ mo of the
Vo, women go out to service, in familie. and are much e ceemed a:
help

Reply ta Question 12th They are menerally Fea'thv. bt when
medici] o-tance 15 requred, they have to send from “'re: o ten
tles tor a physician

hepl 1o question 13th They are chazte, and tempeiate. with feun

se ptorcanl compare favoravly with the neihboring vlutes. For-
nerhv 1w -t otherwise.

Rep 0 Que-uon U Their school< a e well kept. zud zenerally
well vendel Their capacuy for receiving mstruction 1s equal to the
vhae ot the ~ame elass. There schoals are Lept from three to four
womt el apperted by woneys recened from the State amoununy
b £t (L6 Ao lars. annuallv. to each of the two triles
Repho 1o Questin 1500 T rmerly, the Society for Propagating the
o bt miest nines o the Indians, vz a Narragan-.t. Gay
Hoad Chorsttantou ., and Ch ippequiddie - hut. 1n con:equ. nes of ver
tan hitleal . they dizecatinued the nus-ion s me fey ve.r- aa The
Libnme lreauently hold meetn_s unong then selve:

. and the nic e gt
ol eshort wd pray

Occeastnal's. some one preaches 1o the ;) Na
meney - rueed by tiem. ar the State, for the sipport of the Go -

Repho o Qestion 16ih
R T TRE

el
I cannot now make any practics <y
renl to this que-tion. except one reative tntle -

VeChnttown therr Ju de ire well fenced wily -
rec b

tenge-
tose val and a-
elding o corpetence to the indu-triou: and

Wt O ppeguddic e,
bond Ioge 1y ‘

Pl o

hive no means wnerewith o fer ¢ thar
Liying poits and rals. Some have dane
Ce il wn'eh lys tha e wie
Tuot com

2o lu ather
can. under great disadrantas g rf ¢
pel their neizhbor to make his half

720



76 INDIANS. [Feb.

A two-rail fence, the material for which would cost seventy-five
cents & rod, would be amply sufficient, as they keep no sheep. If the
State would furmish them with the material for such a fence, they
would be able to erect and maintain it, and they would thereby be en.
abled to improve their lands to nuch greater advantage. and prevent
many unpleasant disputes, which now arise, mzinly from the fact, that
they are compelled to pasture their cattle in the rope.  Such a fence
would, unquestionably, greatly improve their moral condivon also.

Reply to Question 17th. I have endeavored to reply to your several
questions, respecting the Christiantown and Chappequiddic Indians,
and it would, in truth, be gratifying to me, if 1 were able to suggest
something more tangible, for the improvement of the paysical, intel-
lectual, and moral condition of the Indians.

As the different tribes are surrounded with so many different circum-
stances, it seems necessary, to a proper understanding of the subject,
that each tribe should be considered separately, excepting the tribes at
Christiantown and Chappequiddic. They are both surrounded with a
white population, with whom they have intercourse, the tendency of
which, 1s, to assunilate them in manners, customs, &c.

The Gay Head Indians are differently situated. They live on a
peninsula, and have little intercourse with the whites; consequently,
they are more pecubar in their manners and customs, and are not so
far adsanced in the art and science of agriculture, as the twd first-
mentioned tribes.

They are extremely jealous of the whites, and not without cause.
By Sec. 11th of the Act of 1828, it is provided that the Act aforesaid
may extend to the Gay Head tribe, but owing to certain difficulties with
former guardians, they have not, and I think they will not, accept of
the said Act for their government Time will not permit me to en-
large. I heve not time for revision, and having written © currente
calamo," I pray excuse me if T have not fully met your expectations

Very respactfully, vours, &c.,

LEAVITT THAXTER.

F. W. Birp, Esa , Chairman of Indian Commission
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APPENDIX C
Letter from . Morston.

Marston's Mitrs. December 22 1848
. W Bimnp, E:q.. ‘

Den Sin,—Your comunicition, making certain inquiries respect-
ing the Didian: under my -upenvision. dared 1lth aust.nt, I duly
received  In reply I have to say. in reference to the fw tribes, the
Herring Pond Indians and the Marshpee Indians, of which I have the
care. as folluws :— ‘

To que-ton 1. The present conditon of the Mar lpee tribe 1-
what most of them call tolerably good. but it 15 not so g:od as could
be wished  Nothing is wanted to improre it, but their ovn industry.
economy and sobriety. When compared with the past. the r condition
15 better, in some respects, in others not so good. Tien wood is
nearly Il cut off, a- the Commissioners already have seen '

The condition of the Herring Pond trihe 1s much better than in
times past

2. Sce Act of 1834, and Act, March 3. 1342, in rela'1on to Mar:h-
pee.  They are placed urnder no disabilities, except what they wish,
i most of them.  They desire no alteration 1n their Jaws. nor do [
think their good requirss any. They do not consider themselves
under guardianship.

8. They do not wish any alteration in the law, in regard to the
Commissioner—they wish it to remain, pelieving it to be ‘o their hest
mterest. They deare such an officer 10 have a gener | oversizht of
the:: affairs, that tney may not be led astray by designing white men.
tn varieus matters  They need aid particularly n paiper cases.
I one instance, they might have been saddled wi'h a vhole fumily
wt forile untiring oyposition of the Commizsioner. A traet of land
was about to be tiken from the Herring Pond Plan-ation wortn thou-
sands of dollars, and was saved by the efforts of the Co
and the ut'e settled 10 favor of the tribe forever.
disast-ous fires have threatened and attached their
heen saved by the prorupt and efficient action of (}
after the Indans had yrelded, and left the wood to its fate.  And,

chiefly they need the ervices of such an officer as treasurer, e:p
Iy 1o have the care of their invested funds.

mmiss.oner,
At r1arous tmes,
wood and it has
he Covmi.-ioner,

ecial-
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4. The Marshpee tribe have all the self-government they wish.
The greater part of them do not care to have the privilege of vating
for State officers, nor do they want to be taxed to enable them to have
the right of suffrage. The Herring Pond tribe certainly do not
wish it.

5. A small proportion of the land in Marshpee is held in common—
the grester part in severalty—say 2000 acres in common. and 11,000
in severalty. For the sources of public income, allow me 1o refer
you to my reports, in former years, especially of the last two years.
See Document, House of Representatives, No. 8, 1846, and Docu-
ment Senate, No. 21, 1848.

6. Allow me, again, to call your attention to the printed documents,
above referred to, in relation to paupers. I do not know as any
thing can be done to prevent or diminish pauperism, besides what is
doing.

7. Contact with the whites cannot be prevented, if it were de-

“sirable.

8 There is no trouble ahout boundaries or titles, except in one
small malter, which, I think, the Commissioners ha e knowledge of.

9. The admixture of foreign, or negro blood, cannot be prevented.
The mixture has been there so long, and to such an extent, that it is
difficult to say whether it is an injury or not. My impression is, that
the Indian and negro races would be better off, distinct and :eparate.

10. There is very little litigation, indeed.

11 The principal avocation, or employment, is agriculture—but in
a small way—and seafaring. Their habi's of industry are not very
good—they do not appear to care about accumulating property
They procure, as a general thing, what they call a comfortable sup-
port, and, where they fail, it is because they are indolent, or intemper-
ate, or both.

12. They are as healthy as the surrounding white population.
There was considerable sickness among them, last summer and an-
tumn, a- there was among the whites—as you already know, I think.
In former years they have had a physician, paid by the year, from
common funds, for the whole tribe. For several years past, the poor
have had a physician, paid by the District—those able 10 do so pay
from their own means. They suffer no inconvenience in procuring
medical advice. ‘They employ the same persons as their white neigh-
bors. and select for themselves, among the physicians in their vicinity.
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13. Their habits of chastity [ cannot state about, with any precison
There are very few illegitimate children—not more than one a year,
far the last ten year:—which is much less than the average in former
ye.rs  There has been a great improvemert in regnrd lto tzmperance
In years p_-t. nore th.n two thirds drank freely of xnloxxcatxngllqu?r3,
and very few it any, were {ree from the use of them.  Nov . few drinl.
at all, and :ull fewer drink to excess—and much less would be used. 1f
1t wis not furnished by the wlites. Aganst this, there are now
stringent penal laws mn force.

14. Their schools. generallvy, are good. In Marshpee the-e are
two schools. kept about :ix months each in the year. The a erage
annual expense, for the last ten years, has been §234 23 of which
3160 1s drawn from the State trrasury. The balance 1s from their
own publ ¢ income

15. Tley hive preaching mozt of the time It s all paid for from
money. from the income of the “ Wilhams Fund”—8416 66 annually.

16. [ know of no measure, which I would now recommendgho the
Leg:slature. in regard to the Marshpee Indians, except as it relates to
State paupers

17. 1 have spoken in reference. chiefly, to the Marshpee tribe.
The Herring Pond Indians are in good condition have ample means
of Living. and comfortable dwellings. Their land has some good wood
on it—and they have more than §2000 at interest, and owe no debt.
They have giod medical aid, paid Irom their public trea:ury. a good
school-house. and good schools. The poor and aged are wel pro-
vided for  Nothing 1s lacking among them, but more religious in-
-truction.  They have stated preaching, once in six weeks, and other
occasional preaching.

I should have been pleased to have replied more fully, ang, at an
carlier day but many engagement:. and absence from home, h-ve pre-

vented me,

Respectfully, your ob't serv't,

CHARLES MARSTON
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APPENDIX D.
Letter from Mr. Winslow.

Farv River, Dec. 14th, 1848

Dear Sie — Yours of the 12th inst. is at hand, and [ mu:t ask you
to make all possible allowance for the imperfect manner in which I
must, necessanly, answer the questions you prepound. from my him-
ited knowledge of the former condition of the tribe; I wll, however
do what 1s in my power, towards answering the same. And

Ist. Th= present condition of the tribe iz decidedly poor, but bet.
ter than 1 former years, in some respects.

2d. There are no existing laws, that I know of, in reletion to the
tribe, except ug a Resolve, passed June 9th,1218, appoinung a guard-
ian: no disabilities, except their not being allowed to vote, and I think
that to be no disadvantage to them.

3d. The present system of guardianship :eems to be adapted only
to the relief of thase most needy, as far as their physiczl wants are con-
cerned ; I thunk it might be improved by a limited appropriation, to be
expended by the guardian, for specified purposes, in:tead of leaving
it at his discretion: and that he be instructed or directed by the Legi:-
lature, what course to pursue 1n regard t% cultivation, or mprovement
of the lands of the tribe.

4th. I think the tribe would receive no bznefit from the pri-ileges
of citizenship, if conferred upon them.

5th  Theland is held, both in severalty, and .n common, some four
or five acres to each of four families. and the remnainder 1s held in com-
mon ; the whole amount of territory, 1s about one hundred and ninety
acres. I suppose the whole territory to be public property, and to be-
long to the S-ate, as it was conveyed to the province of Mzs:acnuseut:
Bay, by one Daniel Wilcox, and afterwards, in the year 1701, 1t wa:
ordered, that the Indians be accommodated with a settlement for 2
plantation upon said lands, to be holden by them of kis Majesty's gov-
erment, within this province, during the pleasure of the gov rrment.”
There is no other property of any kind, that I know of: no source of
income, excepting the small amount obtained from their woodlanas.
which are held in commeon.

6th. There are seven who have heen supported in part at the ex-
pen:e of the State, at an everage cost of about forty dol'ars each, per
year, the present mode of supporting them is probably as good as any
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1 could suggest. 1 do not :ee any way 1o which pauperism can be di-
m‘;l:hei'he tribe, I think, have nat suffered, 1n any respccl,. from con-
uc:c;mh the whn'a, otherwise than by depredations _°°mm"IEd upon
their woodlands, in former years, by some ofthelr white neighbors. |

8th. There is some, and but very little, fence to be lrouyled §bout,
the bounds which mark the several portions belonging to individuals,
or allotted to them, are enurely obliterated ; the bounds of the whole
tract, at the corners can be found. [have employed a surveyor to run
the lines, and find that the lands have been encronch‘ed upan, some-
what, by owners of adjacent lands ; the tribe have no title whatever to
the lands, I think. .

9th. What is, or has Igen, the effect of amalgamation, I cannot say ;
but from present appearances, it seems that the hglf-negro 8 more dis-
posed to fabor for a living, than the full blood native.

10th. There are none, at present, but have been some in former
years, I understand, in relation to the lands. o

11th. The principal employment is day labor, and the majority be-
iag women and children, their labor amounts to very little ; their habits
are not remarkably industrious; some few exceptions, however ; gener-
ally speaking, they are decently supported.

12th. The health of the tribe, generally, 13 good, with one or two
exceptions, very good ; those are brought on by iutemperunce: a few
cases of small pox have lately occurred, in one family, but are now
well ; their facilities for medical aid, the same as other 1nnabitants in
the same neighborhood, which are good.

13th. The habits of the tribe as to chastity, are not bad; and, as to
temperance, probably will not suffer in comparison with the whites; there
has been improvement, in latter years, in respect to both chastity and tem-
perance, [ think, from the best information I can get, relative to their
history.

14th. The tribe have no schools, receive no money from the tribe,
State, or any other source, for that purpose: but the chileren, gener-
ally, have access to the public schools, the same as the children of any
citizens ; there are not over five or six children, who are situated so
they can attend school.

15th. The tribe enjoy the same privileges, in regard to religious
g e et hels s, (o o)

: mecting that they can artend, with-

n about four miles : those hiving near the village have all the privileges
11

726



82 INDIANS: [Feb.

they could wish for, and, by a few of their number, they zre well im-
proved; there is no money raised from any source, for the purposes
before named, and never has been since they were under the care and
superintendence of the Commissioners of the Society for Propagating
the Gospel in North America, which superintendence was discontinued
some time before any guardian was appointed. The first guardian
was appointed in 1807, by a Resolve of the General Court.

16th. It seerus to me, that, if the Legislature should, in their wis-
dom, deem it proper to make an appropriation, for the purpose ot
fencing the lands, and otherwise improving the same, in some degree,
and make suitable provision for all such as will live upon, and improve
the land, (or such part as may be assigned to them,) in the best way to
obtain a living, that thereby their condition might be somewhat im-
proved ; or sell the land, and support them from the proceeds, who are
unable to support themselves, (as far as may be.)

17th. The general state, or condition of the tribe is such, that 1t
seems hardly possible to conceive of any plan, that would be conducive
of any great good to them, as a tribe; for they are but a ** miserable
remnant,” comparatively speaking, and are but little disposed to asso-
ciate, or make a society of themselves, but seem to live icolated, and
look for little else than the supply of their physical wants; therefore, it
is almost impessible to do any thing for them, otherwise than in their
individual capacity. There are four families living on the Indian land,
and but two men among them, who are able to labor for their support.
two families living in the village, composed of women and young chil-
dren, mostly ; the males generally are at sea, those above the age of
sixteen years.

It seems, by record in the Secretary's office, that, in the year 1764, a
Committee of the General Court appointed a surveyor, to renew the
bounds, survey, subdivide, and plan the tract of land, which he made to
be 190 acresand 64 rods, ©“ granted by ye General Court, to Capt. James
Church and Company Inds., and subdivided the szme into twenty-
eight equal parts, and erected suitable bounds, at ye corners of each
divisional part, or lot ; * each lot contained 6 acres and 128 rods, and
were then allotted to so many families, or individuals, as the case might
be. Now, I suppose, there is not one of the tribe, that can tell where
his, or her lot is situated, or any thing definite in relation thereto.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your ob't servant.

BENJAMIN F. WINSLOW.
F. W. Birp, Esq., Chairman Commissioners, &c., &c.
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APPENDIX E.

The following statemenigwere furnished at the Treasurer's office ;
the first, to the Chairman of the Committee on Clauns, last winter —

Amount paid by the Commonwealth for support of certam Tribes of
Indian:, from 1843 to 1847, inclusive.

e = e —

Txize. 843 1844 1845 1846, 1847, | Total,

- — i ; —_— —-‘~ «—‘ -
Chappequiddi: and Chns- ! i

u:’r?loqwn, - - -§130 005211 50| §99 90 128 005172 85 3768 25
Dudley, - - 210197146 99 - 507 48" B85 22" 811 66
Fsll River, - . . 107 69 165 82 76 50y 140 83, 252 40 743 2¢
Gay Head, - - . 2555 2555 - - 12535 1665
Grafton, - - - - -, 30000 - . 1000 4000
Hasaanamesit, - . 50 00, 50 no‘ 50 00] 50 00/ 50 00 250 00
Herring Pond, - - 26700 - | 5117 *33 01 40 55 156 43
Marshpes, - - - 321 11 317 34 200 22[*315 15 448 101720 92
Punkspog, - - -| 100 00/ 100 00/ 150 00| 150 00/ 229 00: 729 00

889 021017 20, 747 79'1360 47,1311 675325 15
Salary of Guardians not [

wncluded above. | ‘
Chappequiddic and Chris-: ! } : ‘ ‘
tiantown Indians, - 150 00 130 00' 150 00 150 00, 150 0C 750 00
Dudley u - - 80 00| 50 00| - 100 00} 50 00, 250 00
Fall River « - - 25 000 3500/ 3500 3500 3500 165 00
Punkapog ¢ for 20 - ;- ‘ - 200 00‘ 50 00‘ 250 00

years, at 8100 per ann.,| | \ - \
225 00 235 ooi 185 00 455 00, 285 00.1415 00
; |
Charles Marston and N, ‘

H.nckiey, as comm’rs, ‘
for partitioning Marshpee,

Laonds, - 90550 - . - - 90550
Do. and L. Hinckiey, - - ] 2637 - | . 19237
Bridge over Santuit River; - ‘ - - 140 00 - 140 00
90550 - [92537 140 00 - o7y g7

Brought dawn. - . 889 021017 20 747 79 1360 471311 67 5396 )5
© - -225.00( 235 00| 185 00 485 00| 285 001415 00
Total - - -R01 521952 20(1159 16 1985 471596 67 2013 02

" Of the:e two sum. for aap

port 1 1845 there was paid back, in 1847, B116 50 on ac-
count of Marshpee a2

ad §1' 46 on account .f Herring Pond
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Amount paid for support of certain Tribes of Indians, for the year
1848, including salaries of Guardians.

Chappequddic ard Christiantown, L. Thaxter, including

$150 salary - - - - $371 24
Dudley Indians, Daniel Davis, - - - - 22 74
“ * Amos Shumway, - - - 191 10
Fall River, Holder Wordell, - - - - 214 66
Gay Head, - - - - - - 13 72
Hassanamesit, Judge of Probate for Wor. Co,, - 50 00
Herring Pond, Charles Marston, - - - 25 55
Marshpee Indians, “ - - - - 434 50
Punkapog, Thomas French, - - - - 222 72
£1,546 23
Add amount for repairs of buildings for Dudley Indians, 500 00
$2,046 23
Add previous amounts, - - - - 8,013 02
§ $10,059 25

Deduct amount paid back by Marshpee and Herring
Pond. - - - - - - 128 66
Total amount paid by State in six years, - - $9,930 59

These statements do not include amounts paid from
school fund.

APPENDIX F.

We cannot avoid referring more particularly to the treaiment which
the * Christian Indians,’— the then powerful ancestors of the reeble
remnants, whose case 15 now before us. —received during Philip's
War. Not only were they really friends, but they were treated as en-
emies. ‘‘ It was their hard fate,”’ says Mr, Sparksﬂ'rom whose life of
Eliot these facts are mainly gathered, ‘“to have the good will of neither
party in the war; to be treated by Philip as allies of the English, and
to be sharply suspected by the English, of a secret, but determined
leaning towards Philip.”

“The circumstances of the time account for this inflamed state of
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popular feeling against the Christian Indians. A ﬁrexi)ce :nndopjmirf::
enemy was ravaging the country. The ﬂnmesko ; urhx. hr , ‘agnd
glared in the darknessgl midnight , the scalgmg- l’fl e the arrow, !
fire-arms, were lurking in ambush by day. The passions of the people
were naturally exasperated to the highest pitch again<t tho-e the dread
of whose incursions disturbed the slumbers of might, and surrounded
the labors of tne field with peril. The usual epithets applied to the
savage foe were ' wolvas, blood-hounds, fiends, devils incarnate ;' and
lacrea:e Mather uttered the common sentiment, when he said, that the
English did not ' cease praying tc .7 ™ against Philip. until they
had prayed the bullet into his heart.’”

By way of “ accounting for, not Justifying. this blind excitement,
which would not stop to separate between the innocent and tne guilty,
Mr. Sparks says, * under intense alarm. men are aot to loe sight of
the distisction between justice and injustice, between nght and
wrong.'  We fear that this " common proscription of the prayiog In-
dians " may be more justly accounted for by attributing 1t to the almost
universal popular sentiment, which then, which had previously, and
which has subsequently, regarded the Indians as outcasts and outlaws,
—not ooly “ aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel " but ** stran-
gers ' w every ‘ covensnt of promise’ It was precisely the same
sentiment which justified, nay, demanded. the selling of the wife
and son—the queen and heir apparent, of Philip of Pokc:noket, into
alasery. In the eloquent language of Mr. Everett's Addre-: at Bloody
Brook — " They were sold into slavery, — West Indian slavery ! an
Indian princess and her child, sold from the cool breezes of Mount
Hope, from the wild freedom of a New
the lash, beneath the blazing sun of th
ay, bitter as hell! I3 there an

humanity —is there any thin
against thia?

England forest, to gasp under
e tropics! - Bitter as death
¥ thing, I do not say in the range of
g animated, that would not struggle

It was under the influence of this rooted
circumstances of the case, that the - praying Indians ' were subjected
to the cruel treatment, 1o which we wish to direct attention. Without
the slightest reazon, 10 the conduct of these poor Indians. to Justizy the
tuspicion of favoring Philip, the Natick Indians were first ordered 1o
be removed 1o Deer Islang When Capt Thomas Prentis<, who was
3ppointed 10 superintend theyr removal, * arrived at Natick, and made
kx?own to them the pleasure of the court, they sadly, but qui=tly sub-
mitted, 10d were soon ready to follow him. Their number wa: ‘about

prejudice, inflamed by the
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two hundred, including men, women, and children.” They were first
ordered to a place called the Pines, on Charles River, two miles above
Cambridge; and “on the 30th of October, about midnight,” (fitting
hear for this ‘ deed without a name,’) “* they embarked in three vessels,
and were transported to their destined confinement, on Deer Island.”
A melancholy parallel might be drawn between this scene, of a whole
people torn from their friends and the graves of their futhers, with the
venerable Eliot weeping his blessings and his farewell, and similar
scznes which have since occurred. as tribe after tribe have been driven
to the far West. The scttlement at Wamesit, (Tewksbury,) was brok-
en up, and the Indians scattered. The Punkapog and Hassanamesit,
(Grafton,) were also sent to Long and Deer Islands. In the summer
of 1676, a company of praying Indians, engaged in the war against
Philip, and proved faithful and efficient, '‘slaying not less than four
hundred of the enemy, in the summer of 1676"" Philip himself, as 1s
well known, fell by the bullet of one of these Indians.

The old and feeble men, and the women and children, suffered ter-
ribly in their confinement, especielly after the able-bodied men were
withdrawn. * Soon after this, the General Court gave permis:ion for
th2ir removal from the islands, taking care, however, to provide that it
should be done without any expense to the colony! They were taken
to Cambridge, where Mr. Thomas Oliver offered them a residence on
his Jands, near Charles River.” Here they lived, by fishing and upon
chanity, until spring, when most of them returncd to their homes.
Homes? Alas! the hand of the spoiler had stripped their plantations
of the charm implied in that endearing word. Since that day, the
Praying Indian has had no home.

This transaction gave a death-blow to the efforts for Christianizing
the Indians. © After this rupture,” says Mr. Sparks, ‘it wagghard
work to reunite sympathies, which were broken before the)ﬁ"xme
to coalesce firmly. There would be bitter remembrances, wi#%h might
be smothered, but would hardly fail to throw a chill upon the persua-
sions of the English Christians.”

It is in behalf of the descendants of these persecuted tribes that we
make an appeal —feeble, and unequal to our own convictions and feel:
ings, to the Legi:lature of a magnanimous and generous Common-
wealth. We cannot add force to the eloquence of a simple s:atement
of facts.

4
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SUPPLEMENT TO HOUSE NO. 46

’
APPENDIX G

Sinece that portion of the Report. relating to Gay Head, was written,
we have received the following communication. It was probably de-
layed by the abstruction in the transmission of the mails from the
Vineyard to the Main —

To the Honorable Commissioners, that were appownted to visit the In-
dians of the Commonwealth.

Gentremex,—The proprietors of Gay Head very humbly ask you
to present their petition, or make mention of it in your Report, asking
that we may be favored with the foregoing regulations. Knowing that
you were acquainted with us personally, we have drawn up this, with-
out the aid of any person; so you will not be surprised at the feeble
manner it is done in. It is with Jively emotions of gratitude, that we
call to mind the words that you said to us in the school-house, that
you would do all you could. reasonably, for us; therefore, we put all
confidence in your honars.

Done in behalf of the proprietors of Gay Head.

Yours, with much respect,

ABRAM RODMAN, Proprictor's Clert:.
Gav Heap, February 14, 1849.

The petition, accompanying the above communication, 1s as fol-
lows:—
To the Honorable Senate, and House qucpresentativcs, wn General
Court assembled -

We. the Indians and people of color, on Gay Head in Duke's
county. would most respectfully represent, that we are satisfied with

that section of the law that says, Be it fu-ther enacted.

that no action
shall be

brought against any of the [ndians, mulatto or negro
tore of said lands, for any debt, herzalter to be by them co
with any person or persons, for any sum whatsoever.

also satisfied with that act that says, no Indian, mulatio o
bring an action against any white person, for debt

proprie-
ntracted
And we are
I negro, shall
and the presence
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of this act shall be taken as evidence in any court in the Common-
wealth. Therefore, we pray your honorable body to continue the
same.

We would farther represent, that our bound against the whitas has
never been regorded ; therefore, we pray your honorable body to run
the line between us.

We would farther represent, that somne men who have married women
that belonged on Gay Head, never come to Gay He:d to live, but lived
in other towns, and were voters there. And, it so happened, that
their wives died before the children could take care of themselves, so
they were all sent on Gay Head. Others have married strangers,
and never come on Gay Head to live, but their children or grand-
children will come, and claim to be full proprietors, which we think 1s
not right. We are willing to do all we can for Gay Head poor;
but we are not willing to maintain people tnat do not rightly belong
on Gay Head, for we have no means of supporting them ; therefore,
we pray your honorable body to enact such laws as you may think
best, to shield us from such unfairness. We have but a very lutle
education, and, of course, cannot know much about the laws of the
Commonwealth; therefore, we look to your honorable body. wiih con-
fidence, to enact Jaws for us. And we, as in duty bound, wi'l ever

pray ;

Zeacheous Howwoswee, Franeis Silvia,

Samuel Peters, Francis Mingo,

Lewis Coolt, Hebion Wamsley, Jr..
Isaac Johnson, Hebron Wamsley, Sen ,
Georgo David, Amos Jeffers,

Tristram Weeks, Jsaac D Rosze.

William Jeffers, Jonathan Francis,

Levi Cuff, Abram Rodmaao.

Alvin Manings,

The line between the territory of the whites and that of the Indians,
is distinctly defined by a substantial rail-fence; and we imagine there
is little danger of encroachment from the whites. gull, it would put
forever at rest a matter which might, possibly, otherwise, lead to lit1-
gation, to have the boundaries legally defned and recorded. '

The other subject, viz., the division of the lands, is referred to on
the 20th and 215t pages of the Report.  Undoubtedly, tne whole mat-
ter of division and descent, will require further legislation. Whether
th- time for legislat.ve action has come, and what shall be its character.
we leave to the wisdom of the Legislature, to decide.
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documentary evidence was laid before the Commissioners, ex-
Libiting a coatinuous chain of title from the first settlement of
the island by the whiies. For this we were indebted to Richard
L. Pease, Esg., of Edgartown, a gentleman whose iutimate
acquaintance with the records and history of Ma:tha's Vineyard

sculiarly its him for the laborious task of searching the archives
of the past, and educing facts long shirouded in obseurity.

The peninsla of Gey Head,—called by the Indians Aquin-
nah,—amou: for its numerons fossil remains, and for its bold
and lofty cliffs of varicgated clays, which, when illuminated by
thie rays of « western sun, present a guy and picturzsque appear-
ance to the passing voyager, is an object of rare intercst to every
traveller ; while to the geologist it is one of the most interest-
ing spots in all New England.

It contains about two thousand two hundred ac.es of lang,
and is still thz home of a remnant of that race, which, more
than two centuries ago, the white man found here as lords of
the soil.  This peninsula is the south-western extremity of the
beautiful island of Martha’s Vineyard, which Thomas Mayhew
and Thomas Mayhew, Jr., his son, of Watertown, purchased in
Octooer, 1641, by two deeds, from tle agents of Sir Ferdinando
Gorges and the Earl of Stirling; each of whom eclaimed it as
lying within the bounds of his grant from the Ling of Euglang.

The title thus acquired was repeatedly recoguized as valid hy
successive governors of the Province of New York, of which
Martha's Vireyard was an integral paut from the date of king
Charles’ charter, March 12, 1664, up to the year 1692, when
Massachusetts and Plymouth Colonies, and the islands tlien
forming the County of Dukes County, were united under one
government, as the Province of the Massachuzetts Bay.

In 1671, July &, = charter was granted by Francis Lovelace,
Governor-Gencral of the Province of New York. to Thomas
Mayhew and Mattlew Mayhew, his grandson, of certain lands,
chiefly in the prasent town of Chilmark, termed, in the char-
ter, Tisbury Manor. The Gay Head launds were not included
in this grant; neither were they in the Act incorporating the
present town of Chilmark, paszed by the Geaeval Cowrt in
October, 1714. It will be seen, therefore, that Gay Head isnot

now, and never has been, included within the limits of any
township.
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Ther: boiag costam laads 1t inelyd Vin the several char-
ts of Edeactown, Tibwy and Tishury Mangr, all beamig
date July 8. 1671, Governor Andros, upon the application of
Thoav Mavhew aad Matthey Mayhew, manied to them,
Navaoer 15, 1679, - 4l thar prit or pceel of lond on the
Isbavad o0 Ma s Vicevad, es vei un uchased, to hie hy them
daly parchassd acen ding to Tow.”

Ot 23th day of April, 1683, Covorner Doazan made and
constitured the Lord<l iy and M_aor of Moitin s Vineyard, aad
erented tho s one te Matthe s Aaview. [lis «.me Lordship
and Moo all the inds own dd v Matthew Mayhew, weie,
with e 'y eeiie exeapiions, conveyad by hin, on the 12t
of the following non b to Governor Doy, wlo made Mar-
thew Mihew Lis ageat and -tonard; 1 whici capacity h
served e ] his death, May 17, 1719,

Govern v Dongin— Lo, <ome vears L fure, had become the
Faulof Livick,—nale sale of 2l Lis interast n lands on
Mardn. = vievaud, Ma 19,1711, to the - Company tor Propa-
ertion of the Goel 1 New Tizland, and puts adjacert i
Ameriast for the swa of five hundred a 1 £ ty pounds, ¢law-
fal meni < of Great Buitain. This ltichase was made, a-
appears = the diy of Judge Sewall, “with the mzin design
of berefinmg the ahuiigi - Inatives”  And the ‘neome arismg
from leaar, the Luads of *“the Corpovation,” as the society
was geaerally callel in the Vinevard Rezords, was devoted
solely t vaaote the iute eots of the Indians.  This socivty was
an Eogl-nee poriiion, whose affaivs in this eountry were man-
aczl by Corimiis doner- 12-iding heve, comprising some of . the
wo-tinfluciiid and swealihy men in Massachusetts.

Judse sexall, the Seeretuy of the Coumissioners, in a let-
ter, dat 4 Bo:ton, N B, April 22,1712, aderessed w0 Jeremiah
Dummer, Eeq, Tondon, after acknowle? g Mr. Dammer's
ood services i bilnging “orward the Company’s puw}}tzs(: of
my Lord Lynamick's iitrrest on Martha's Vineyird,” says:
“ As soon as was pos-ible, I perfected the conveyance aceording
to our law. The actual going on to the plice was defeired #ill
the sprinz. and now again to the summer tunve, when the sur.
veyor pitehelwpon may be obfained. One of the‘pmchmeuts
is daly recordzd at the office . Edgartown, in Dukes County,
and lycs thre in readiness, for the wking livery and scisin,

C
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according to the tinor of it TPossession was formally taken,
as appears by ihe follawing exivact from the 1ecords of Duke:
Co nty :—

“Menvorantu.f. That upon the sixth day of October, 1712,
Major Benjamin skifiu, B, and Sauel Sewall, Jr, Gent.,
iy vircae of the power of ~itorney frain the Right Honerable
Thomas, Eail of Limerick. eantainel in the with.a wiitten in-
dentuwz, did peaccably ener into and upon the land. eilled Gay
Head, pacc and paccel of the Mana:, hnds, and heredit ments
witlun 1ertioned, aad inzended to be granted by the vithin
writien deed, and possession aud s i-in thereof did take, forr
and in the name of the :aid Thomas, Exrl of Limerick, as pare
in the name of tac whole; and, aft'r posscssion so lad and
taken, nale Livery and scistn, and gave full, pea ealle, and
quiet po-zession ot {l.e sald Gay Ifrad laad. as part in tue name
of the whole of the said Manar, land-. and hereditamuts, to
Pern Towa-cnd. Fsqr.. attoraey, espocially appoted for that
purpose 1y the Company, tor Prapagaton of the Go-jpel m New
England, and ports adjaceni in America. i the name and to
the w-e and behioof o the sui Company,” ete. Done n the
presence of sIX witie-ses, who made oath th having se.n the
same duly prroimel

After the prrchase made by Col. Dongan, the Indians of Gay
Head appeas to have become Lis tenants, paying quit rents of
iittle intrin=ic value, annually, if -0 frequently called for by his
steward. The ierm of the lea-o bring, in some instances,
~forever.”  They were alio tenants of ths Corperation. as wilt
apear heor ain documenss on revasd, exeeuted 1n the year
1727

From the date of Mltlur;’;lcid to Gu.ernor Donewn, Moy
. 1u87, tue Indians ceased to be owners of the xoil.  Tae fee
< 1bsequent!s beeame vested 1 oan Eonglish Corporation. whieh
lonz «1ace fulel to demand ronts, and to exerecise over it any
jurisdietion o contvol. It is, thorefore. aa inwrestng vt tu
decide whose the property hresae; whether it escheated to
the Conmoawealth, ov remiine with *he helrs of the tenants.

Just prior to his dearh, in 1682, Thomas Mayhew d -edel to
his grandso., Matthew Mavhew, ail that land, or lands,

¢ See App:ondix Cand E.
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vlands aud povileges. vights, tities aad privileges, wineh is to

(=1

me, the <aid Thon.as Mayhew, aranted, and nov in 1 po-ccs-
ston 1l tewe, by vitue of cortain deeds or grauts from
Jawes Forrett, gentlernan, agont to the Right Honoruble Wil
liam, Earl of Sterling, and by Richard Vines, Stonard-Ge seral
to Ferdinando Curges, Knight, of, in, and unto the Liles of C:p-
owack, o> Martha's Vinevard; or by virtue of later confirn.a.
ton fium the late Governor of New Yol ; 1 suy all laads not
yet puiclazed of the Tadians, which is uoually vndavstood and
terined patent propriety.”’

Before die 2ale 19 Col. Dongon of theie and oiher laads, by
Matthew Maliew, his biother, John Mayhew, had_become the
po-:eesor of the neck of land called by the Indians Nashowa-
queed ee,— a zluce tnal lies between tvo valers,”—ho dering
on Gey Head Neek, he haviag parchased the same of the Indian
sachem.  The preseat winte owuers trace their tile direet fiom
Joh Mayhey.

On the sixth of May, 1587, or about tvo yoars efter the sale
made to him by Mutthew Mayhew. Col. Dongan made o pur-
chase of the luids at the western exticiaiiy of Martha's Vine-
yud, of Jo-eph Mittark, sachem of Gay Head.?

Squibnocket, another neck of laad bordering on Gay Heal,
was conveved to Willlam Howes, Apit 3, 1690, by Matthew
Mayhew, as taz stewaud of Col. Dongan. The original dead,
in u govd <tate of preseivation, was laid before the Cowmmis-
sloners, and a copy of its append:d tu this Repoit 1

On the thied of April, 1991, William Tomes sold the sanie
to Thomas Mayhzw, hother of Matthiew; and it continned 1
lis improvement. he making due yayment of the “one lamb.”
annually, for quit 1:nt, vitl June 8, 1709, when he conveved
it to his two sous, Zacchicus Mayhov and Zephaniah Mayhew;
fvoia whom “ne preseut white owners trace their title dircet.

A clum to those two necks was cet up hy the Inamns about
one lnnared and filty yea's ago. To con: der this chim and
some ot'1z’s of Like character, the General Cowrt appointed 2
committee of five,—Barnabas Lotlwop, Johu Thacher, Stcphgn
Ski:fe, John Otis, and Wilham Bas-ett,—who, alter 2 ‘cuxeiul
and deliberate inve-ligation, mads a veport, from which the

* S: Appendix A, f See Arp-ndix B.
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following cxtracts are taken:—(See Mass. Arcnties, vol. 113,

435, and vo!. 31, p. 17.)

© 6. The elum male by Jo-iah Wassaman to Squibnocket
Neck, we find by the te<timony of Japhet, the Indan minister
there. ard auathov evidenee, that, after some controversies and
confe-t-at lav. ihe zail Neck was wcttled and stared upon tvo
sucl.cws sud s other Indians; aud Thomas Maybew, Eqr.,
niake 1t appear o us thae he hath bought tham <l out, and
now holds :aid aezk i his own vight; and that the writing,
whi I dhie elainaers now hung to prove an enfallment of Squib-
noc.et, 15 forged and not trae.

7. L1 the contast 1lout Gay Head, it appeus to us, by deed,
tha: Col. Donzan bough: it of Joseph Mattaack, sachem : but the
Tod. s olyeet, and say that old Matiasel:, by his will; did :etile
it 01 hus sons tor the use of Gav Ilead Indians, never to be
sold or alienate ! {rom them; and, to prove it, prodace an old
woiting.  Aud, upon laguiry into the truth of it, an Indien,
called Jo-1ah Hosewiti, which seemed ta be v <ober, honest man,
came betore the Commnitiee, and ovned that he wrote that
writiaa long shiee Mattaack's leal.  Aud Uy the testimony of
sundry other Indinas, we have good reason to think that <aid
wiiting was furged and not true.

= 8. Coacerming Neshawaquidsee, we find, by do»d, dated
the 20t October, 1684, :kat Joseph Mattaack sold it to M.
Johu Mayhew, deceased ; bur the Indians object that caid Jo-
seph had not yight to scll it. and enleavour to pro-e it vy the
aforesaid will of old Mattaack. And by evidences that was
civen in to us, 1° cppears taat there hath, for rome vears sinee,
Leen a {Cace mainrained betweer: th's neck and Gay He:d, one
Lali by the Indianz) and :he othe: half by tho owiers of said
nee!:: which gives us rec-on tu thin% tnat the Indian | for
1321y voos past, Cid suppo-e it to ue haaestly convered from
them o0 the suid Joan Mayhew.  Daed 1t Burn:-table, fvgust
27,1703

The stooe vall bevween Nachawngaeed:ce and Gy Head ha- -
ewi t d for many yeavs: and. Ly tucit areeracut, has lang been
rerar Ld es the thue bova b line booween the larnd of *he
whoos ard that o tle Luwius, Tuling inte consi-elation
the graplic de-eription in the deed of the saciem, Mittul, ond
the jcculitr phyacal configuration which the land presents, we
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feel assured ,thaft' & thgplace where the
out of one'into the bther pond,”

the stone wall now stands. We
this wall, a5 hereinafter described
'boﬁndmy beiweon the two necks.

cask were rolled ovep
must have been nearp where
» therefore, have recognized
» o be the just and proper

What their action wag cannot now be deﬁuitely knownp. No

the white inhabitants of Chihnark,” viz,.—

Beginning at a rock, which we have coused 4 be placed op
3 neck of land known a5 Nicodemus’ Neck, neay the westward
part of Squibnockot Pond,—thg roc) nhear Smelt Cregle bearing

south, across t}e marsh and heach, unto the Sea, or ocean. And
from the same rock, south fifty-five degress east, across Squib-
nocket Pond, o 4 rock on Hillmay’s Point, so called, on Squib-
nocket ; thence, norty ten and a jjaf degrees east, Crossing sajd
pend, to the southern end of 5 stone wall op Nashawaqneedsee,
Which parteth that neek from Gay Heaq; thence, north twenty.

ve degrees east, three rods, by said wall ; thenece, north forty-
feven and a half degrees Cast, sixty-sevep rods, by said wali;
thence, norty twenty-six degrees east, three ang thice quartey
rods, by said stone wall, to it northern end. by Meaamshg Pond,

Menam‘sha Pond, in the direction of 5 Tock upon Pegse’s Point,
so called, distant about four hundred apg fifty ro&s, until it
strikes the middle of the channel, or outles, from sajq pond ¢
the Soung ; then, by the middle of the said channe], or outlet,
a5 the same now is, or hereafter may be,—the said chanpe) be-
ing somewhat subject to change, —unio the Vineyarg Soung,
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three degrees west, from ¢} Dearest dwe]);
]onging to John I Pease; and, south six g
west, from the dwelling~house, near the wharf i, Menamsh,
Pong, formerly the residence of Trumap Cotitle, deceased, and
ROW occupicd by Frankli;, Tilton.

A plan of the Premises, wip, courses duly marked, drayy by
Jeremia)y Peage, Esq, surveyor, jg Placed op g, Wwith thig
Report. ,

There being, at Present, pq divisiona) fence between Gay
Head ang Sqnibnockct, the sheep, cat]e and
whites and Indians, r0am Unrestrained, go the great annoyance
and injury of hog), Patties.  Som, Provision wijj, therefore, be

shorter and more feasible course, from t)e Tock on Nicodemyg
Neck, south—wasterly, to the sy ,
aving ourselves seen, with much regret, the condition of a
large tract of the Gay Hegq lands, wq may be pardoneg shoulg
we call attentipn thereto, ip tle lope that legislative Wisdom
may provide some adequate remedy.
Owing ty toq close Feeding, and other causes, the sands of
the beach, no longer Covered, ag t‘ormer]y, With ap abunday

and tillage land; many acreg of which have, withiy the Imemory
of ouy informants, been thyg swallowegd Up, and now Jje wholly
Waste and useless,

Tt is painful 1o behold )i Sahara Jike desolation, especially
when the conviction becomes Irresistible that, y,
medy s found, the whole wij] Eventually become
desert waste.

less some rg.
one cheerlegg

JOHN Viygoy,
- ASA R Ny
, J. WHELDEN HOLMES,

Commissioners.

(3]
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aeh,

APPENDIX.

A
To .l poyd

vhabzoover to vhom thare pueserss 510 game, or n
ANy vl

Coar do con a Keow ve it DoJasera Mitmls
sehity erthe G M ood, i Marla's Vieeyard, I

an notie
ewne O tie oot herely oty mznticied, fooondoin e
the samc1 0y sounds, oreat o) !
mbinln 1
by I~ 00

Tu'ion of
Loco oy, ta me
SAN M 6 T D P ints,
I G Deca Copan-Sees L L Go ens:
Pt Pooviie of New Yot & i 1o Dy owieel ©oda Lerehy
wehues 1o vl thocewith to ha flly 4 60 Dra centeated.
bave onvoa oot Tobognland cod woid; ac?, by thes: presents, do
awes oot Lo s aad ss i oatn ke saild Thonens Der oot Lis hets
and e mss ot teeet of lund el d Cf v vers 3 Cay Head
Neel, -teas en thr wost end of “he Ish
Lesinmmg 27 0 nesha hospor, rumzin
O

B A N el

sor beiers 2 cnsialin

2Loof Miitia Tiieyard

: 3 southward niing tas cast
cer oy, et puas up to the ri e of e INland:
tooght e Pav s headof D sl ke 1or e
vnto a feh v poand; aod sy, wieng the sasr e of tar pong,
cver the Teadn voo thr a; togither with o)l wnd eveny tlhe Nec',
Rilla, rovowoms vities vl wee. bnd oo 1o

Sdoor s

sy ua ot

TS hngs g
tares, vivers. vi-uletr, ways caters, woter oo oo, Biing, fawhag,
rd Lowring s = alse al! Ve ery ticsin s min_ods anlall other
prwvil oopropotties oad con modiiins Tncteunto. or to ! orary part
theren!, b-ls aiag or spport omng: anl all avo ond every o my,
cstate, inters tooad title o QD ard every part o parel oF 1l ber-
sained 1 1 a~1lormises. To have .d o hohl tho sad oot of land,
.nd 2il other Jo worszmined premszes. wath e and ever: of tleir

appurtea nc:e. uaty the sae¢ Thom.s Dongan his hoyo o dassigne,
forever. Anll the zud Jezeph Mirtar Indiaa natic 1d ownt
of said trac. of lav¢, rhe -.id borgain 1 land and prem ses, witheve!
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their appurtenances, and against me, and my heirs, ‘o the said Thomas
Dongan, and nis heirs, forever, shall aad will warrant, and, by these
presents, delend

In testimony whersol. I have unto these presents set my hand and
seal at the c'ty of New York, the sixth day of May, 1687, and in the
third ye r of ms majesties reign.

JOSEPH MITTATK. {z 8]
Sizned, sealed, and deliv-
ered in presance 0. us,
ANTHO BROCKIIOLES.
Fncp: Prirsox.
WW. CoTrRTLANDT.
MarT: MAYREW.

Se-reTarr's Orrrer, New York, Jumeye 13, 1726, A true copy, taken from
the Record, exzmin:d and compared.

Per W. Bomr, D Secretary.
Entered, July y* 19, 1726.

To &l Christian pcople to whom these presents shell cone.  Mat-
thew Mayhew, Gent , Attorncy to Colonsl Thomas Dongan, lord of
the Manor and Lord:hip of Martha's Vineyard, sendetn Greeting.
Know ye me, the said Matthew. by virtue of said attorneyship, to
have givan and granted, and by tlese presents do give und grant,
ratify and confirm unto Willlam Homes, a certain neck of land. lying
on the south side of said Martha's Vineyard, commorly called and
known by the nam: Squepunnacket ; bounded northeastwc.rdly, north-
ward’y, and northwestwardly by a fresh pond; southwardly, south-
eastward.y, and southwestwardly by the ocean, called the South Sea:
wes:wardly by 2 lice drawn from tne westward point, or part, of sa'ui
fresa pond, southwzrdly, o the South Sea; castwardly by the east-
ward cide of a creek, on the east side of said Neck, commonly called
the fisn weir. To have and to hold the said neck of land with all
and e-ery the rights, members, and appurtenances, swanps. woods,
underwood. mzadows, beaches, within the bounds and limits aforesaid,
and every the profits and commodities to the said neck of land being,
belenging. and appertaining to him, the said William Homes, his heirs
and a:si, 13, forevir: therefor yielding. rendering, and paying to the
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12 GAY HEAD AND TOWN OF CHILMARK. [Feo.

said Colonal Thoinas Dongan, his heizs, successors, or assiens lords
of the said Manor and Lordship, at such place as shall be, ;itb.in the
said Manor, appointed, one good ewe lamb, not under the age of six
weeks, if dem:nded, yearly, and every year, forever, in l{eu of all
other reats and services. In witness whercof, 1, the said Mvatthew
Mayhew, have to theze presents subsesibed with my hand, and put to

my seal, this third day of April, An. Dom., one thousand six hundred
and nirety.

MATTHEW MAYHEW. [x. s.])
Signed and scaled in presence of —
the word, *“northwardly,” in lins 10,
was interlined befors the ensealing of these presents,—
Tiuoxnas MavHEW.
SAMUEL Sarsox.

The above-said Matthew Mayhew acknowledged the above-written to be hiz act
and deed, hufore e,

Tuosxas Mayuew, Justice of th: Peacs.

Meuonaxpun. The abov: Ma'thew Mayhesr, Gent, on the five and twentieth
day of Septe:uber, Anno Dom. 1590, gave unto William Homes, lawful 2nd peace-
able passes-jon of «1! the lands in the within deed specified to be granted, according
to the purport and true meas.ng thercof, in presence of

Trouas Mavuew, Justice of ‘he Peace.

Entered upon the Records of Dukes County, page 136, October 29, 1690,

C.

“ Know all men by thesc prasents, that we, whose names are under-
written, Commissioners to the Henorable Company for Propagating
the Gospel among the Indicns in New England, aad parts adjacent
‘n Americe, hove made, constituted, znd appoirted, and by these pre-
sents do make, constitute and appoint Mr. Saml. Wells, of Bosten, in
New Ergland, gentleman. and Pain diayhew, of Chilmark, in Dukes
County, in New England, sforesaid, Esquie, our trve and lawful at-
torneys, fur us, «nd in our names, to adjus: and settle all mctters de-
pending with respect to the lands at Cay Head, and other lands at
Martha's Vineyard, oelonging to the said Company : hereby ‘conscnt‘
ing and ugrecing, and holding for firm and valid what our :aid attor-
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-neys shall act or do in the premiscs, conformably to instructions they
have received, or may receive, from us.

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and seals, in
Boston aforesaid, this fifteenth day of April, Anno Domini, seventeen
hundred and twenty-scven, in the thirteenth year of the reign of our
sovercign lord, king George, over Great Britain, &e.

PENN TOWNSEND.
EDWARD BROMFIELD.

THOS. FITCH.
Bigned, sealed and deliv- ADAM WINTHROP.
ered in presence of JONA. BELCHER.
Ricup. Hussanp. THOS. HUTCHINSOYN.

Wirra. Youxe, Junr. EDWARD HUTCHINSON.

Soerorx, s3.  Boston, April 21, 1727, Richard Hubbard personally appearsd
kefore me, and made oath that he saw Penn Townsend, Ed. Bromtield, Thos. Fiteh,
Adaia Winthrop, Jonathan Belcher, Thos. and Edward Hutchinson, sign, ea) and
deliver the above instrument to be their act and deed, and that he, with Willm.
Young, signed as witness.

Narnv. Grees, Justize of the Peace.”
Entered, May 11, 1727.

A true copy from val. 4, p. 201, of tue Land Records fo- Dukes County.
Atest, Jostan H. Saaru, Register.

D.

“Know all men by these presents, that we, Pain Mayhew, of Chil-
mark, in Dukes County, Esgr., and Samuel W:lls, of Boston, in the
County of Suffolk, gent, both in the Province of the Massachusetts
Bay, in New England. attorneys to tha Honorable the Compary for
Propagating the Gospel among the Indiens in New England, and
parts adjacent in America, for and in consideration of a quit-claim, or
resignation, quietly and peaceably made, of eight hundred acres of
land on the northeasterly part of the nccle, called Gay Head, in Dukes
County, aiorzsaid, unler the hands and seals of several of the natives
of Gay Head, aforesaid, on behalf of the whole, bearing cven date
with these presznts, as may more'fully and at large appear by said
instrument, reference theroto being had; but, more especially, tha:
the said nafives may be under good advantages for cohabitation, have
et off and settled upon the said natives, and their posterity, that now
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inhabit, or shall inhabit, said Gay Head, while they dwell on said
Gay Head, th2 westerly and southerly part of said Gay Head; thatis
to say, all the lands of Gay Heud, aforesaid, except what is resigned
by said natives to said Company, and their successors, by the Instru-
ment above referred to; they, the said natives. inlabitants, paying as
an acknowledzement; annually on the first Monday of November,
one ear of Indian corn for each family, to said Company, and their
successors, o- their attorney or attorneys, agent or agents, on the
Island of Martha's Vineyard: provided and is understood by both
parties, that the said Indians, atd their posterity, of Gay Head, afore-
said, shall be always under ths direction, government, and stent of
¢he said Company, or their agent or zgents, zttorney or attor'neys, as
to tac part, proportion of the land of said Gay Head, set off to said
inhabitants, is aforementioced, which they shail hold or improve in
refzrence each o the other.

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and seals, this
tenth day of May, in the thirteenth year of the rcign of our sovercign
lord, George, by the grace of God. of Great Britain, France, 2nd
Ireland, king. &c., Annoq. Dom. 1727.

PAIN MAYEW.  [1.s.]

SAMUEL WELLS. {r.s.]
Signed. szaled and deliv- '

ered in presence of us,
Zacu'. MEYHEW.
ErisHa BrisBE.
SarRa@ MaYHEW.

Dexes County, ss.  Chilmark. Onthe day of the date of the aforewri'ten in-
struient; Pain Mayhew, Esqr., and S:nuel Welle, aforenamed, personally appear-
ing in their fmpacity of attornies, as bzfore expressed, acknowledged the said
instrument to be their voluntary sct acd deed, before me,

Zacu'. Maveew, Justice of the Peass.
Putered, April y* 1, 1730.

A mue copy, from vol. §, p. 51, of Land Recorda.
Actest, Joswag H. SuitH, Rogister.
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E.

Know oIl men by these presonis, that we, the aubser’bers, inhubi-
tants of 1 nzck of Jand. called the G-y H=ad, a neck of Lind com-
moal” =0 cilled in Dukes County, in the Provinee of the Massacausetts
Eay, in New LEngaand, in America; for and in considaration of the
great c.re, kancsss, and exnense towards us, the inhabitants of Gay
Hewd. sforcsaid, of and by the Honeruble the Compiny fur Propagat-
ing the Gospei umong the Tadians ‘n New Englund, in America and
parts - Tacont: ond, clso, for and in ccnrideration of thai the said
Comp. .y have seitled upznows, belongin
bigger p vt of the land of said Gay Hanl, us may more tally appear by
an iisreaent heaving oren daie with these presents, rofurrnes chercto
being hd, under, the hanas of Pein Mavhew, E:qr., anl Samuzl
Wells. 7 mat, attornzys to the Ienoshle the Commissiones o said
Comp: =7, in New Englinl, aforesiid. for ouwrsclves, and all others,
the irhalitwts or nanves of Gay Hend, or any way belongin s thereto,
or cl.inizg thereon, awd forour and their heivs, excenters, and admin-
tstratian s, have remisad and released, and forever quit-cl e, and by
these
ever a i-chhim ‘o fhe abere-named Comuany fur Propagacing the
and their sue

. to Gay Ilcal, ajvresaid, the

a

en's do Dally, ficely anil aliclutedy remise, release, and for-

Gospe!l

sorz, ail right, tide, interest, claim, wud pre-
L.tsoever, to one tract or purcel of land, (now in the seisin
or passiasien of said Comprnv.) being the norihi-enst past of suid Gay
He-d, contaning oxght hundred aeres of npland, morc or less, batting
and boundiag as ‘ollaweth :—Bozinzing ot an he:p of stares:, near
the westorly side of Menamsh: LPonl; fioa thence fovr hiuncied and
thirty-vwo rods, about west and by north, to another heap of stones ;
then tooning square, or uporn a right angle, towards the Sound. abent
tazee n.udred anc forty rods, to an heap of stones near a frech pond ;
and 0. tac same point, into the Sound: from thenee, butting north-
crly on the Sound, to Menimsia outlet; from thenee, southe:ly and
eastz.lv. on aaid ouil:t and said Mernamsha Pond, to the fi:st-mentioned
bounds. Th: said Company making and maiataining all fenee need-
ful to caciose suid cigni hundred acres. Said ishabiwnts re.urving
anl c:-epting, only. the libzrty of passing and repassing, -hrough
gates or bavi, to mow and cury of the hay growing on a %ew acres
of sx't maursh, and of fenzing of said salt maursh and Menamsia bzach
ad cinin;- s.id inhasitants making and miintaining all fenc: needful
to en:!sse s.1d marsh and beach.

tonce,
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In witness vh2.e3f v-e have heieuno s-* our hands and s als -his
27 h day of v iatns thirtcen n vear of the reign of our suvereign
lord, Goorge. of Grii: Dritain, &2 | Aag, Aaneque Damini, 1727,

AREL HOSJIT.
JONAH HOSUIT.
ELIAB CASHAMUN.

Sealed aud d 1end PETER OBQUONIT.
in presence of SAMI. PO.LIT.
Exrrrievc: Mavnew, NOsH KEISO.
Wires ITewe. JOSEPH PAUL.

SOLOMON TI'NDON.
JOSTEPH PANET.
ZACHARY ASSOOIT.

Drkss Cousty, Gav Head. The day of the date of the aforewritten iv:oru-
ment, Asel Mausmt Fonaa Hovuiz, Elab Coshoreon, Peter Ohquenit, Saml Po-
mit. Noah Kce oo, Jaepn Paul, Soloruor Tendon. Jaseph I'uicu, aud Zichary
Assgoit, subcenters to the said instrumen:, nper-onally oppearing, ackuoviledged
th= a‘orewritten 1 trumont to be thar oo and doed, bafore me,

2. cnzus Mayraw, Jug:: of th: Pea::
Entered, May 11, 17.7.
A true copy ‘rom v:L 4 p 139, of 1.and Records.

Avtest, Jo:tauw T Sutrm, Regicer.

These cight hundéd acres wore leasec “fay 10 1727 —Vol 4,
p. 242, —o Lben..ir Allen, Esqu.. of Chilmark, by Adam Win krop,
Treasurer of the %o iety for Propoga-ion of the Gospel. for the term
of ~wenty-one yuea:: he paying for the samz cccording -0 the fullow-
ing sliding seale —for the first threc y:ars, £40 per annum . tor the
next four years. 230 per annum ; for the ncxt scven years, £i5 per
annum ; and tor the lusi seven years. £100 per aunum.
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ACTS

RESOLYVES

PABGRD DY win

General Court of Plassuchusetts,

I TUR YRAR

186 2:

YOARTIMR wWrrn

THE CONSTITOTION, THE MESSAGES OF THE GOV-
ERNOR, LISY OF THL CIVIL GOVERNMENT,
CHANCGES OF NAMES OT PERSONS,

ure., nTo., uBT0.

FUBGIGIIRD BY Tun
BRORETARY OV THE COMMONWIALTH.

BOSTON:
WILLIAM WHITE, PRINTRER TO TXET STATH.
¢ 1862,
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1862, —Cmarrer 184. 149

.to tho amount of tho tax, ns provided in saction thirty.
three of chaptor twelve of the Goneral Stalates:

Por making a writton deraand, tweuty couts;

Tor prapaving advertisoment, fifty conts ;

For advertisement in nowspaper, tho actual "cost of tho
same ;

Tor posting up notices in one or more public places,
twenty centa for sach notico ;

TPor posting up noticos on ouch piace of real cstato, twenty
conta; '

Tor copy of notice, nnd the publication thersof, and
obtaining nfMdavit of disinterested parson, fifty cents;

Tor recording aflidavit at rogistry of deeds, the fees of
the register ;

Tor prepauing deed, two dollars ;

FFor poundago, faur per cont. on the first hundrod dollars,
two per caent. on tho &econd hundred dollars, and ono per
cent. on tho bulance of tho tax.

And in the event that any delinguent tnx-payor offers to
poy the tax boforo the dny of sale, such ohargos shafl be
added to tho tax as have intervenod ot the time of snid offor
to pay.

romion 11, Soction ninety-six of chapter ono hundred aemend aatuts
and ocightoon of tho General Statutes is hovoby amonded, by 4=
ndding nt the ond of the first olause iherein, ulter tho word
 gtats,” tho words *“ or any county, oity or town lherain,”
so thut county, city and town tnxos shall Le entitled to the
same priority or preforonco a8 stats taxos are now entitied
to in cnses of insolvent dabtors. Approved Aprd B0, 1862,

AX AOT CONOERXING TUE INPIANS OF TIIU COMMONWIIALTIL. Chap. 184
Ba it enacted, &a., ax follorns ;

Seorron 1. All Indinng and descondants of Indinns are o righte ae
horeby iplueod on the samo legnl footing ns tho other inhabi.
tauts of the Commonwoalth, oxeept such ns are or have been persnr ssoaps-
gnpported in whole or in part by the state, and oexcopt alsy *
those residing on the Indian Plantations of the Chappoquid-
dick, Ohristiantown, Guy Head, Marshpeo, Kecving Pond,

Tall River and Dudley tribes, or those whosa homes aro on
gome ona of snid Plantations and who oro only tomporarily
absont therofrom.

Siorron 2. Any Indian or person of color belonging to iseepud prson
any of the Indinn tribes specially onumaratod in tho first jl. """
soction of this nct, and to whom the rights of citizenship are
pot thornby extended, and who desires to possess such rights,
may, if rosiding within tho litits of any city or town ol this
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1862.~Criarrrn 184.

Commonwealth, cortify his dosiro to tho clerk of said clly ov
town, who shnll make rocord of the samo ; and, npon paying
o poll-taxz, ho shall becomo to ull inteuts and purposcs o
oitizon of the state and shall not thencelorwurd return to
the lagul condition of an Indian. Sottlomont shmll b
acquirod by those who thus bacomo eltizens, in the agme
munnor as by other porsons ; und any such oitizon bocoming
& poupor withont having uequired o gettlamont shall bo
dosmad o stnte paupoer.

Seoron 3. Tho provislona of this act shall not be deemod
or tuken to shungo the oxXisting lawa nffocting the rights of
property ot porson, or the administrntion of tho affairs, of
tho Indians or descandants of Indians continuing to be mem.
bers of and to conatilute tha Chappoquiddicle, Ohwistinntown,
Marshpoo, Horring Pond, Fall River and Dudloy tribes of
Todinns; oxcopt as ie hereinafler provided as to tho Cay
Hoad tribe, and as to the rogistration of the -persons or lands
of thaso and of the othor Indians.

SpotioN 4. Tho Plantation of Quy Hend, togolhior with
the Tudiaus and pooplo of color constituting the Gaoy Hend
tribe of Indians, are heroby mado a hody politio and cors
pHox'uto, ns a district, by the namae of the Distriot of Gay

end, to pussess tho sume powors and priviloges and be
subject to all the duties and linbilitios, which aro now
provided by law for the District of Mavshpoa: provided,
however, that no person shnil bo authorized to vots in
municipul uffairs, exeept natives of tho Goy Xlond tribe, or
of other Indian tribes of this state, marricd or having baeon
married to n Gay Hond woman, or such otlier porson rosident
ou Lho Pluntution or only temporarily absont thorofrom, and
wacried or having been murried to a Gay Elond woman, as
shall have the right conforred on him by two-thirds of the
votara of the distriot. And tho ncting clork of the Planta-
tion of Gay Head shiall by proper notico cause the innle
proprictors thorcof to meot ut somo conveniont timo und
place by him designated to orgnnize the suid distriot.

SrorioN 6. Tho clorks of thy Districla of Marahpso and
Gay Hond, nnd tho gaordinne of othor Indinn tribes, shall
mako or cause to bo mado a rogistor of tho oxisting mewm-
bers of snid tribes, end shall loroalter loop or ouuse to be
Lkopt a vogistor of all tha members thereof, and of all tho
marriagos, birtks and donths therein ; and thoy shall also
muake or aguso to bo made  rogistor of tho lands of euch
Flnotation, as at presont held, whathior in corarmou or
govoralty, und il in soveralty, by whom held; and shall
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lioroalter kaep ov cause to be kept o reglster of nll changos
in tha holding of the land of the Plantation..
Skcrion 6. This act shall tako offoot upon its pasngo.
Approved April 80, 1802,

AN Act nCTATING 7O TID DISOUAROS OT LIBNE ON sillis AND (Mhapy 185
Yis88LE.
Be it enacted, §o., as follows:

Whenever a contractor or sub-contrnotor shall unrenson- Upes neglee of
ably noglect or rofuse to pay for labor hy hlm procured to oy e Tabor,
be performod in constructing, repairing or launching any g™ suthac:
ghip or vassel upon which u Jlen shall oxist tharafor, the
owner or athor person who mado the agroemont with &nch
contractor or sub-contrnctor, may pay the dobt securod by
said lion, and have the samo claim agninet such contrastor
or sub-gontrnctor as if the said lien had bsen onforced by

judgment of oconrt. Appraved A pril 00, 1803.

AN AOT 10 INOOKPORATE TOR POTNAM YALL ABS00IATION IN OAX- C/tap. 186
IRING R,

De it enacted, {o., as follows :

S8gotron 1. Knowlton 8. Chafice, George S. Mitelioll, coontun,
John H. Leighton, Augnstus P. Griffing, and James M
Prico, their nssociutos and successors, avo hereby mado o mue.
corporution by the nawme of the Putnnm Hall Association
in Onmbiridge, for the purposo of providing and maintuining vorses.
o building in said Cambridge, which shall contain n hall or
halls, and other rooms.

Scerion 2. Snid corporation may, for tho purposes aforo- e wwi-
suid, hold renl ostato, not axceeding 11 value, twenty thousand
doliars, and ahall bo subjoct to nl? the duties, liubilities and Pdrige s
rostrictions, sot forth in the sixty-oighth chaptor of thio ruidsdons.
Generanl Statutus. Approved April 80, 1802,

AN ACT TO MUGULATE TAT INVESTMENTS AND sgoutivius of tnk Chap, 187
COMXMONWUALTIL

s it enacled, {re., as follows:

Sectron 1. All monoys bolonging to funds over which Tews muas, noe
the Commonwenlth has axolusive control, shall hercafter be ™***
investad in sacuritios of sald Commonwealth, or in tho notes
or bonds of thoe =averal conntios, citias and towns thoreof, or
in the serip or bonds of the soveral Now England Stules, of
tho atato of Now York, or of tho United Siatea; nud sald
invostmenta shall ho mado by the troasurer of the Common-
woalth, with the appraval of the govornor and council.

Seorron 2, 1t shall be the duty of the govarnor annuully, geumt to ecam.
in the month of August, to appoint a committos of the ™o nowife

5
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A.C. 153

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Duxkes CoUNTY, sS. ProBaTE Court

I, Elizabeth .J. Bermam , Register of Probate court for said
County of Dukes County, having, by law, custody of the seal and all the records, books, docu-

ments, and papers of or appertaining to said Court, hereby certify the papers hereto annexed

to be true copies of papers appertaining to said Court, and on file and
of record in the office of said Court, to wit:
.First three(3) pages of "'Set-off'' book of Indian Lands.at.Gay.Head

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo F P00 00P0sICIINNOINIELGNICLOITOOIOINRSIEOEIRIOIBRIONGGIES
------------------ G0 0000000 P NPT NENET NN E0C0PPEEPlT0000R0SIBPPIEERNTIEERRIOIROIORIIOERRTES
ooooooooooooo .o 9600000000000 0Csr0rITNIININEIBRIILERNORIRIROERORAERNS 0000 sereenesnteseR e
G0 IP 0000 ELIIIITIILIOILEILEOIIOICOIIITIIIOITIIOIIRIPIOIUETNOEIOILIOILIOIROOIORSTS seseves Ses 08800 cssnevs0esrn st
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo L AR R R RN RN N R N R R N N RN NN R Y Y
oooooooooo S0 0 0000000000000 00NN EIENNO000RENCIINaEcrstotsInoen ooasennenosnesscscocccsssssessna
--------- AR R R N N N N N N N N Y RN RN RN RR NI NN XN SN A A
---------- 00 000U 000N 0CE 0000000 0EEa000CL00ICEEC0tn Nttt entesPsItitIRNERcIOIEtIEOIEOCERIEIBOIEOITITGEDS
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------ ® 0 40 0008000000000 Cr000P0EtEletetttertsrrteN0nNeRetReseeRONITIRIIERIOIRBRRRBCIOETROTS
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo S0 000000000 EN 0000000 NILEINEENEIIPERsEsERIAIORRPROEIOSIOIETRTOISTIRIROORORTS
----------------------------- Gecsssvsesssesrsscccssessvssnssrne AR RN RN $0ecsc0ssenscacss
@6 esssscsrrtestensstasrosresNasROLBEREOS Secessessencscssccscsnnas Gecoscsrrssestrsscssscrsesnees
@svevessersvscsccsccncannsans eseecsessssne v esssevsscessencsse ssescsese et essesscssnssens s
AR REER XN XN EEERNY RN ®cesssa svenve sess0sce evsrtesenevesssvrsee Sosvesvcenesvenesss et
------------- 9 0 9 00 NPT s00E00000000000060000080800080000080000000000as0ssens
oooooooooo 0 5 00 0000 E0 000000 0EIE0cIEENteEs s $ 0060000 AC000000000000C000000200000GC00ICessEo0OOOCOICE

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the
seal of said Court, this nineteenth day of

in the year of our Lord
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